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b) Describe any associated Indigenous or public consultation , including timelines

Since a Fisheries Act authorization is likely required, DFO has a duty to consult and, where 
appropriate, accommodate Indigenous Peoples whose Aboriginal or treaty rights may be 
adversely impacted by the project. While the duty to consult rests with the Crown, proponents 
are expected to undertake early engagement with Indigenous Peoples and provide 
documentation of that engagement to support the regulatory review process, as part of a 
Fisheries Act authorization application. 

Under the amended Authorizations Concerning Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Regulations 
(2026), information requirements related to Indigenous engagement are aligned with the 
Impact Assessment Act and may vary based on project risk, with more comprehensive 
engagement expected for higher-risk projects. DFO encourages the Proponent to continue 
early engagement with Indigenous Peoples prior to submitting an application, to support the 
identification of potential concerns, incorporation of Indigenous knowledge, and coordination 
of consultation activities. Early engagement contributes to more efficient consultation and 
decision-making processes.

DFO has been in ongoing -klusuaqn (KMK) regarding the 
candidate since 2023. KMK has identified the

as an area of cultural and harvesting importance to 
the . DFO has been working closely with Confederacy of Mainland 

MM) to bring Mi'kmaq knowledge into the ESA planning process through 
Etuaptmumk (Two-eyed Seeing). DFO has also been working with other local Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous organizations throughout the planning process over the last four years. The 

is currently undertaking a
Study (MEKS) to identify areas of priority within the watershed.

c) Describe any associated information requirements (e.g., alternative means assessment, 
habitat offsetting), and specify those that may be coordinated with the impact assessment 
process, if an impact assessment is required.
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Since a Fisheries Act authorization is likely required for the project, the proponent must 
provide DFO with: 

a completed Application Form for the Issuance of an Authorization under Paragraphs 
34.4(2)(b) and 35(2)(b) of the Fisheries Act (see link above in section 1 a)); 

the required information and documentation set out in Schedule 1 of the Authorizations 
Concerning Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Regulations (the Regulations); in particular: 

o spatial delineation (GIS shapefiles) of all watercourses, wetlands, lakes, and riparian 
areas within the PDA and those intersecting or adjacent to proposed project 
infrastructure; 

o identification of aquatic habitats supporting fish, including spawning, rearing, 
feeding, and migration habitat; 

o characterization of fish communities, including species presence, life -history stage, 
spatial and temporal distribution, and relative abundance, using the most recent 
available data; 

o clarification of any fish and fish habitat surveys conducted after 2023, including 
provision of supporting datasets and metadata, where available; AND 

an acceptable financial guarantee (for requirements see: Applicant's Guide Supporting the 
Authorizations Concerning Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Regulations to cover the cost of 
offsetting plan. 

d) Identify any associated project-specific guidance or issues of which the proponent should 
be aware, or information the proponent should provide.

there are codes of practice and/or measures to protect fish and fish habitat that may apply 
to their project. 
As the project is expected to have hydrological impacts, the proponent is also encouraged to 
follow the DFO Framework for Assessing the Ecological Flow Requirements to Support 
Fisheries in Canada guidance. This assessment must include: 

o characterization of baseline surface water and groundwater conditions within the 
PDA and hydrologically connected areas; 

o identification of aquifers, groundwater flow directions, and connectivity between 

o assessment of potential changes to water quantity, flow regimes, and groundwater
surface water interactions resulting from open pit development, dewatering, or other 
project infrastructure; 

o hydrological and hydrogeological modelling conducted by qualified professionals to 
predict potential changes to flow, water levels, and connectivity under normal and 
worst case scenarios. 

e) Indicate whether your department or agency has identified any power that it will not be exercising 
or may not be able to exercise to allow the project to be carried out, in whole or in part. 

Not applicable

2. Using Table 1, identify project- and context- specific key issues, based on the expertise 
within your mandate1 and the information in your possession, including the Initial Project 
Description, any exchanges with the proponent or others related to the project and known 
means to address the effects of the project. For each key issue:

a) Specify the key issue (e.g., specific species and location)
b) Specify the project component or activity linked to the key issue
c)

i. biophysical effect pathway(s) from the specific project component or activity
ii. concern unique to the project or a priority within your mandate 

1 Refer to the Memoranda of Understanding with IAAC.













Page 9 of 9

Unclassified - Non-Classifié

overprinting of surface 
water, and flow 
changes due to 
treatment of waste 
water flowing into 
Cargill Lake. Glenelg 
Lake, where 

a well-known 
important 
overwintering and 
thermal refuge area 
for salmon, trout, and 
other species. Impacts
on the hydrology of 
this site could have 
broader watershed 
implications for 
salmon trying to make 
it upstream to spawn.  

Please insert additional rows as necessary.




