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Regional Assessment of Oil and Gas Exploratory Drilling in 
the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Area 

Participant Engagement – Summary of Meetings 
 

Last updated: July 31, 2026 
This table summarizes the meetings that the Impact Assessment Agency Regional Assessment 
Team and participants.  

Date Meeting Participants High-level Summary of Main Topics Discussed 
July 7, 2026 CNSOER – Fisheries 

Advisory Committee 
• Discussed fisheries issues, mitigation and best 

practices 
• Discussed knowledge gaps and future research 
• Discussed engagement and a potential exclusion 

regulation 
July 7, 2026 Environment and Climate 

Change Canada 
• Presentation with an overview of the Regional 

Assessment, approach and timeline 
• Discussed environmental considerations, 

standards and information gaps 
• Discussed the review of draft report sections and 

coordination with ECCC 
• Discussed a potential exclusion regulation and 

next steps 
July 8, 2026 Department of Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada 
• Presentation with an overview of the Regional 

Assessment, approach and timeline 
• Discussed protected areas, fisheries and marine 

species considerations 
• Discussed the review of draft report sections and 

coordination with DFO 
• Discussed a potential exclusion regulation and 

next steps 
July 14, 
2026 

Sipekne'katik First Nation • Presentation on Mi’kmaq history, culture and 
relationships with the land and offshore areas 

• Discussed cultural, archaeological, fisheries and 
environmental considerations 

• Discussed the purpose of the Regional 
Assessment and concerns related to a potential 
exclusion regulation 

• Discussed consultation, risk management, data 
gaps and next steps 
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July 22, 
2026 

Kwilmu'kw Maw-klusuaqn 
Negotiation Office 

• Discussed comments on the Terms of Reference 
and study area 

• Discussed Indigenous engagement and the 
Regional Assessment timeline 

• Discussed development of the draft Regional 
Assessment report 

• Discussed upcoming technical meetings and 
next steps 

July 24, 
2026 

C. Milley • Presentation with an overview of the Regional 
Assessment 

• Discussed socioeconomic effects and 
Indigenous Knowledge 

• Discussed marine spatial planning and 
cumulative effects 

• Discussed a potential exclusion regulation 
July 24, 
2026 

Parks Canada • Presentation with an overview of the Regional 
Assessment, approach and timeline 

• Discussed potential effects on Sable Island and 
marine life 

• Discussed a potential exclusion regulation and 
possible conditions 

• Discussed spills, mitigation and next steps 
July 28, 
2026 

Nova Scotia Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 

• Discussed potential exclusion regulation and 
lessons learned from Newfoundland and 
Labrador 

• Discussed cumulative effects and fisheries 
considerations 

• Discussed the study area, marine protected 
areas and potential effects on fishing activity 
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