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A1. PIC #3 Feedback Form



From:                                                       MFFN Community Access Road Project Team <info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca>
Sent:                                                         Thursday, July 14, 2022 12:59 PM
Subject:                                                   [EXTERNAL] Public Information Centre #3 – Deadline Extended to Provide Feedback!
 

Good afternoon,

The Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team would like to thank you again for participating in the
Public Information Centre #3 (PIC #3) in Thunder Bay and Geraldton in June.

This is a reminder that if you were unable to join us in person, you can view all PIC #3 materials, including presentation
boards, maps and fact sheets on our website: https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/pic3/

We’ve also extended the deadline to provide feedback. Please take a look at the materials and share your feedback using the
online feedback form by July 22, 2022. https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=tFrtFlkrQE6AbYowvcnPJnpWN5YUEVJHgOwk66nyrV5UNkJKREQ4UFA1NFVSTUtBTEVTWUlBUFc4Ui4u

We value your feedback and appreciate any input about the proposed access road.

Please reach out if you have any questions or if you require the information in a different format.

Meegwetch,

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road Project Team

--
MFFN Community Access Road Project Team
Visit our website: http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
Call us: 1 800-764-9114
Email us: info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/pic3/__;!!ETWISUBM!yg4W2ItPpOWCBjuoZ2pQ8pdXR_2p7tGx7VZ0VZ8Jic9LSmVYWl_pGa-joF29I6_u-WRbN_xiJ_edaGtVlUZYozcbaOo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tFrtFlkrQE6AbYowvcnPJnpWN5YUEVJHgOwk66nyrV5UNkJKREQ4UFA1NFVSTUtBTEVTWUlBUFc4Ui4u__;!!ETWISUBM!yg4W2ItPpOWCBjuoZ2pQ8pdXR_2p7tGx7VZ0VZ8Jic9LSmVYWl_pGa-joF29I6_u-WRbN_xiJ_edaGtVlUZYXjiu9Jo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tFrtFlkrQE6AbYowvcnPJnpWN5YUEVJHgOwk66nyrV5UNkJKREQ4UFA1NFVSTUtBTEVTWUlBUFc4Ui4u__;!!ETWISUBM!yg4W2ItPpOWCBjuoZ2pQ8pdXR_2p7tGx7VZ0VZ8Jic9LSmVYWl_pGa-joF29I6_u-WRbN_xiJ_edaGtVlUZYXjiu9Jo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/__;!!ETWISUBM!zFzrN7JO3muvXPuI0upOTbqUNlV3Vo5Gh48dMPq4qMGWjIRYqT9QvO3F4uW5fdx17be-VRhBhhIxGCbUioOwd4PY6fY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/__;!!ETWISUBM!zFzrN7JO3muvXPuI0upOTbqUNlV3Vo5Gh48dMPq4qMGWjIRYqT9QvO3F4uW5fdx17be-VRhBhhIxGCbUioOwu7Wkjms$
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
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A2.1 July 2022 E-Blast
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

July 2022 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road July E-
Blast with updates on current and
upcoming activities. This E-Blast features:

Public Information Centre #3
in Thunder Bay and Geraldton
Field Study Updates
Upcoming Field Studies
Indigenous Knowledge
Program Update
Meet with us!

 

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/process/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/news/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/contact-us/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#1
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#1
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#2
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#3
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#4
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#4
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#5
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#


Thank you for Joining Us!

The first Public Information Centre during the provincial Environmental Assessment /
federal Impact Statement phase (PIC #3) of the Marten Falls First Nation Community
Access Road was held on Monday, June 27, 2022 in Thunder Bay and Wednesday, June
29, 2022 in Geraldton. Thank you to everyone who was able to join us in person to learn
about the project, discuss the Community Access Road with the Project Team and
provide valuable feedback.

If you were unable to join us in person, you can view all PIC # 3 materials, including
presentation boards, maps and fact sheets.

The first trip for the Fish Habitat and Surface Water
field program and the second trip for the Breeding
Bird Point Counts and Marsh Playback surveys
were completed in July. Check out the related
 field program notices, watch videos and fill out
Discussion Guides.

The air quality monitoring program was completed
in May this year and the monitoring equipment
has been decommissioned and removed from
MFFN. The data collected from this field program
will be used to characterize current air quality
conditions within the study area. This program has
been a success thanks to support from MFFN
Community Member field support staff!

Field Study Updates

Back to Top

Upcoming Field Studies

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/pic3
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/pic3
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/#notices
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#


Our field crews are continuing field studies throughout the summer and into the fall /
winter seasons. There are a lot of moving parts when scheduling field programs,
including helicopter availability, weather and on-going monitoring of COVID-19
situations. We appreciate your understanding as timelines shift.

Below is a high-level overview of upcoming field study programs and their approximate
timelines*. You can also learn about the programs in the video links below and share
your feedback in Discussion Guide links.

Bird Autonomous Recording Units (ARU) Program: August 9 – 13, 2022
Surface Water and Fish and Fish Habitat Program: August 15 – 26, 2022. Watch
the video and fill out the Discussion Guide
Groundwater and Geochemistry Program: September 1 – November 1, 2022.
Watch the video and fill out the Discussion Guide
Fall Aerial Waterfowl Migration Surveys: September 12 – 14 and 26 – 29, 2022
Physiography and Terrain Program: September 26 – October 15, 2022
Ungulates Remote Camera Check: October – November, 2022
Caribou Mortality Investigation, if needed: October – November, 2022

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as
required.

If you have any questions, comments or feedback on the planned studies, we would like
to hear from you (contact information below).

Back to Top

The Indigenous Knowledge Program
Continues

The Indigenous Knowledge Program is collecting relevant information on Indigenous
Land and Resource Use and important cultural values in and around the proposed
Community Access Road study area. The submission deadline for the Indigenous
Knowledge Program Studies to inform the Environmental Assessment processes was
June 30, 2022. While this deadline has passed, the Indigenous Knowledge Program
will continue! 

Indigenous Knowledge and information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use is
invaluable. We continue to work with communities to share information and complete

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/surface-water-fish-and-fish-habitat/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/surface-water-fish-and-fish-habitat/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/groundwater/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#


the Project-specific studies.

If your community has Indigenous Knowledge or information on Indigenous Land and
Resource Use related to the Project that you would like to share please do not hesitate
to reach out to Bob Baxter at 1-807-628-7553 or bbaxter48@gmail.com or Andrea
Nokleby at 1-604-417-5332 or anokleby@dillon.ca. Learn more about the Indigenous
Knowledge Program.

Back to Top

Meet With Us!

Please contact us at any time with questions or comments, or to schedule a meeting.
Meetings can be arranged in-person in any community (adhering to health and safety
protocols as required), in the Thunder Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you
have to say.

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114 or
info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/

Quick Links
Home

The Project

About

Guiding Principles

mailto:anokleby@dillon.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#
mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/07/21/july-2022/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/the-project/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/guiding-principles/
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

August 2022 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road August
E-Blast with updates on current and
upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Catch your Dream: Indigenous
Access Programs at Lakehead
University
Field Study Updates
Upcoming Field Studies
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights
and Interests Study Areas
Update
Indigenous Knowledge
Program
Follow us on Facebook!

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
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As part of Lakehead University’s Indigenous
Initiatives, they are currently offering Indigenous
Access Programs. Indigenous Access Programs are
pathways to post-secondary education for
Indigenous people (First Nations, Métis and Inuit)
who do not meet the academic requirements to
enter directly into university. The program is
intended to develop skills and knowledge to
transition to programs in the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Humanities, Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and Nursing.

The Access Programs honour Indigenous heritage
while providing culturally appropriate supports and
services. Academic counselling and tutoring are
available, as well as other supports, such as Elder
visits, cultural activities, personal counselling and
assistance with community connections for
services such as housing and child care.

If you are interested in learning more, please visit
the Lakehead University website:
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/indigenous/indigeno
us-programs.

Indigenous Access Programs

Back to Top

The Bird Autonomous Recording (ARU) Unit Program was completed in August, and
ARU devices were removed from the field. A caribou mortality investigation was also

Field Study Updates

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/indigenous/indigenous-programs
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/indigenous/indigenous-programs
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/08/19/august-2022/#


completed during this field program. Check out the related field program notices,
watch videos and fill out Discussion Guides.

Upcoming Field Studies

Our field crews are continuing field studies throughout the summer and into the fall /
winter seasons.

Below is a high-level overview of upcoming field study programs and their approximate
timelines*. You can also learn about the programs in the video links below and share
your feedback in Discussion Guide links.

Surface Water and Fish and Fish Habitat Program: August 15 – 26, 2022. Watch
the video and fill out the Discussion Guide.
Groundwater and Geochemistry Program: September 5 – November 1, 2022.
Watch the video and fill out the Discussion Guide.
Fall Aerial Waterfowl Migration Surveys: September 7 – 8 and 26 – 29, 2022.
Physiography and Terrain Program: September 26 – October 8, 2022.
Ungulates Remote Camera Check: October – November, 2022.
Caribou Mortality Investigation, if needed: October – November, 2022.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as
required.

If you have any questions, comments or feedback on the planned studies, we would like
to hear from you (contact information below).

Back to Top

Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests
Study Areas Update

The Aboriginal and Treaty Right and Interests (ATRI) study areas for the Community
Access Road Project have recently been updated. The MFFN CAR Project Team has been

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/#notices
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/surface-water-fish-and-fish-habitat/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/surface-water-fish-and-fish-habitat/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/groundwater/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/08/19/august-2022/#


hard at work planning for the Project and has further defined the Project Development
Area.  The proposed Project Development Area now takes into account potential
aggregate sites, temporary construction camp locations, and construction access roads.

You can view the full update on the project website here.

Back to Top

Indigenous Knowledge Program

Indigenous Knowledge and information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use is
invaluable to the Community Access Road Project in that it helps us to better
understand and appreciate the environment with respect to the identity, culture and
heritage of Indigenous Communities.

To date, we have shared an IK Guidance Document full of resources and information
and offered funding support to those communities interested in participating in the IK
Program.

If your community has Indigenous Knowledge or information on Indigenous Land and
Resource Use related to the Project that you would like to share please do not hesitate
to reach out to Bob Baxter at 1-807-628-7553 or bbaxter48@gmail.com or Andrea
Nokleby at 1-604-417-5332 or anokleby@dillon.ca. Learn more about the Indigenous
Knowledge Program.

Back to Top

Follow us on Facebook!

The Marten Falls Community Access Road Project
is on Facebook! Follow us to stay up to date on the
Project planning, engagement opportunities and
new and upcoming field studies. We would also
love your feedback.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/08/19/august-2022/#
mailto:anokleby@dillon.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/indigenous-knowledge-program/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/08/19/august-2022/#


Be sure to check us out and like and share our
page.

https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityA
ccessRoadProject/
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

September 2022 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road
September E-Blast with updates on
current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Community Access Road
Project Honoured with IAP2
Award
Youth Engagement Program
Field Study Updates
Upcoming Field Studies
Indigenous Blooming Program
Stay Connected!
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IAP2 Award

At this year’s 2022 International Association for
Public Participation (IAP2) Canada, the MFFN
Community Access Road Project received the Core
Values Award for Visual Engagement. Chief Bruce
Achneepineskum and Project Team Consultant
Kathryn Ross were present to receive the award.

Watch our video and learn more about the award.

Back to Top

Youth Engagement Program

The Youth Engagement Program is back this fall!
MFFN recognizes the importance and value of
engaging youth on the Community Access Road
Project. The purpose of our Youth Engagement
Program is to honour their participation in decisions
that will affect them in the future and acknowledge
their unique perspective.  We will share information
about the Community Access Road, ask youth living
inside and outside the community to share their
ideas and feedback and lead engaging activities and
collaborative sessions.

Back to Top

Field Study Updates

https://vimeo.com/743102513
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/09/28/september-2022/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/09/28/september-2022/#


We have two field study updates:

Crews have begun the Groundwater Clearing and Drilling program. This program,
which installs ground water monitoring wells, will continue through October with
potential for some work in early November. For details on all clearing and drilling
locations, please see the Field Notice.
The Waterfowl Aerial Surveys were completed on September 9, 2022. The work
included the surveys of 12 lakes and two portions of the Ogoki and the Albany
Rivers. Low concentrations of waterfowl were observed on the waterbodies and
watercourses. Field crews will return to the area in late September to continue
surveys.

Check out the related field program notices, watch videos and fill out Discussion
Guides.

Back to Top

Upcoming Field Studies

Our field crews are continuing field studies into the fall / winter seasons.  Below is a
high-level overview of upcoming field study programs and their approximate timelines*.

Groundwater and Geochemistry Program: Ongoing until November 10, 2022
Aerial Waterfowl Migration Survey: September 27 – 29, 2022
Physiography and Terrain Surveys: September 26 – October 8, 2022
Ungulates Remote Camera Check: October 21 – 28, 2022
Caribou Mortality Investigation: if needed

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as
required.

If you have any questions, comments or feedback on the planned studies, we would like
to hear from you (contact information below).

Back to Top

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-07-MFFN-CAR-Field-Notice-Groundwater-and-Geochemistry-Program.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/#notices
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/09/28/september-2022/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/09/28/september-2022/#


Indigenous Blooming Program

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team
works closely with AECOM. Did you know that
AECOM has a program called Indigenous Blooming
Program? It’s a unique mentorship opportunity
grounded in two-way learning and knowledge
exchange. With a general focus in the fields of
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Business and
Economic Development, the Indigenous Blooming
Program offers internships, career awareness and
work experience for students interested in pursuing
post-secondary education. In spirit, the Indigenous
Blooming Program is shaped to help youth reach
their full potential through personal and professional
support and guidance. For details on the program or
how to apply, please visit
https://aecom.com/indigenous-engagement/

Back to Top

Stay Connected!

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings
can be arranged in-person in any community
(adhering to health and safety protocols as
required), in the Thunder Bay area, or online. We
want to hear what you have to say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-
9114 or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityA
ccessRoadProject/
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

October 2022 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road October
E-Blast with updates on current and
upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

The MFFN Community
Coordinator
Upcoming Engagement
Opportunities: PIC #4 and
Webinar Series
Timeline Extension Request for
the Impact Statement
2022 Field Studies Update
New Valued Components
Video!
Stay Connected!
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Meet the MFFN Community Coordinator

Last month Susanna Baxter, a MFFN community member, was hired as the Community
Coordinator for the MFFN Community Access Road Project! Susanna brings valuable
experience working in the community and with MFFN community members and will help
share Project updates and activities, collect data and help coordinate a wide range of
engagement activities.

Susanna shared some background information on herself and some insights into how
she sees her role having a positive impact on the community:

About Me
A little about me, my name is Susanna Baxter, I am 34
years old and live in Marten Falls with my three
children, it is my home. I currently also work at the
Health Centre as an Assistant to the Health Director. I
completed high school and college in my 30’s so my
kids could see education as a very reachable
achievement, and I always strive to do as much as I
can with my life while I can.

What are you most excited
about for the Community
Access Road and being part
of the Project?
Regarding the Community Access Road Project, I am
most excited about the positive changes that it will
provide. The road will provide access to a better quality
of life in terms of accessing healthcare, emergency care
and other travel for healthcare needs for our
Community Members. It will help provide access to
fresh food and give our community opportunities to
build and bring materials for new homes, home
improvements and upgrades to important buildings. A



road can help students access family and give MFFN
high school students the chance to see family members
regularly. One day we can build our very own high
school, so they don’t have to leave their parents at 13-
14 years old for months at a time. The Community
Access Road Project plays a pivotal role in the Marten
Falls First Nations’ social and economic development.

Back to Top

Upcoming Engagement Opportunities

Public Information Centre #4: Join us at our upcoming Public Information
Centre (PIC #4) for updates and information on our upcoming Effects Assessment
Methods Milestone. This will be an opportunity to meet the team in Thunder Bay
and Geraldton, learn more about the planning process and share your feedback,
ideas and values related to the proposed all season access road. Dates will be
confirmed soon!
Community Access Road Webinar Series: Mark your calendars for a weekly
Webinar Series beginning in November! The webinars will focus on valued
components including, Animals and Wildlife, Water and Fish, and Aboriginal and
Treaty Rights and Interests. Save the date for our first Webinar on November 15
at 4 p.m. EST!

Back to Top

Timeline Extension Request for the Impact
Statement

The Community Access Road Project is subject to a federal Impact Assessment, which
requires an Impact Statement within three years of the Notice of Commencement of the
Impact Assessment. The Project is requesting a 3.5-year extension, which would shift the
dates from February 24, 2023 to July 24, 2026. The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/11/01/october-2022/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/11/01/october-2022/#


will be notifying Indigenous communities and the public about this extension request
and will provide an opportunity to review the request and provide comments.

Back to Top

Field Studies Updates

Our field crews have completed most of the 2022 field studies. The Groundwater and
Geochemistry Monitoring Testing and Sampling Program has been extended until
December 2022 and is our last scheduled field study in 2022.

We have three field study updates:

Furbearer Aerial / Ground Track Surveys will take approximately four (4) field days
and will occur between January and February 2023. This field program is weather
dependent and requires a fresh snowfall.
The Wolverine Hair Snag Surveys consist of an approximately nine (9) day trip to
setup hair snag stations before February 15, 2023, and then another six (6) day
trip every month to re-bait the stations until the end of May 2023.
Ungulate Aerial Winter Surveys will occur in January or February 2023 for
approximately two (2) weeks. Helicopter surveys will occur at the same time as the
airplane surveys for an approximately one (1) week period.

Check out the related field program notices, watch videos and fill out Discussion
Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as
required.

If you have any questions, comments or feedback on the planned studies, we would like
to hear from you (contact information below).

Back to Top

New Valued Components Video
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Click here to watch in full screen

We are continuing to develop videos to
showcase the valued components we are
studying as part of the Environmental
Assessment and Impact Assessment. Our
latest video on Cumulative Effects is now
live, click the link to check it out!

View our full multimedia showcase!

Back to Top

Stay Connected!

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be
arranged in-person in any community (adhering to
health and safety protocols as required), in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to
say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessR
oadProject/

Back to Top
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

November 2022 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road
November E-Blast with updates on
current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Public Information Centre #4
Valued Components Webinar
Series: Recording and Next
Webinar
2022 Field Studies Update
Timeline Extension Request for
the Impact Statement
Stay Connected with
Facebook!
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Public Information Centre #4

Join us at Public Information Centre #4 for updates and information on the upcoming
Effects Assessment Methods Milestone. This will be an opportunity to meet the team in
Thunder Bay and Geraldton, learn more about the planning process and share your
feedback, ideas and values related to the proposed all season access road. The event will
be an open house format and refreshments will be available.

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Best Western Plus Nor’Wester Hotel &
Conference Centre

2nd Floor (Room: Pointe Du Meuron)
2080 Hwy 61

Thunder Bay, Ontario
5:00* – 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Geraldton Community Centre
200 Wardrope Avenue

Geraldton, Ontario
4:00* – 7:00 p.m.

*The first hour of each meeting is reserved for Indigenous community members only. The
public, including Indigenous communities, are invited to join beginning one hour following
the reserved time.

View the notice with more details.

Back to Top

Community Access Road Webinar Series

Thank you to everyone who joined our first
webinar on Animals and Wildlife (specifically
moose (mooz), caribou (atik) and furbearers) on
November 15. The recording is now available here.

Our next webinar will be on Surface Water, Fish
and Fish Habitat on Tuesday November 29 at 4
p.m. EST! Register here.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#pic4
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/11/25/november-2022/#
https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AsN0rDL9SmCjo8L25GKZGA
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#car-webinar


p.m. EST! Register here.

Visit the Project Website regularly for updates on
upcoming webinars:
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-
involved/#car-webinar
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Field Studies Updates

Our field crews have completed most of the 2022 field studies. The Groundwater and
Geochemistry Monitoring Testing and Sampling Program has been extended until
December 2022 and is our last scheduled field study in 2022.

Upcoming Winter Field Study Updates

We have three field study updates*:

Bird Autonomous Recording Unit Program will take approximately four field days
and will occur between January and February 2023.
Ungulate Aerial Winter Surveys will occur in January or February 2023 for
approximately two weeks. Helicopter surveys will occur at the same time as the
airplane surveys for an approximately one-week period.
Furbearer Ground Tracking will take approximately 11 field days and is dependent
on snowfall. The program is expected to take place from February to March 2023.
The Wolverine Hair Snag Surveys consist of an approximately nine-day trip to
setup hair snag stations before February 15, 2023, and then another six-day trip
every month to re-bait the stations until the end of May 2023.

Check out the related field program notices, watch videos and fill out Discussion
Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as
required.

If you have any questions, comments or feedback on the planned studies, we would like

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AsN0rDL9SmCjo8L25GKZGA
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/#car-webinar
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to hear from you (contact information below).

Back to Top

Timeline Extension Request for the Impact
Statement

The Community Access Road Project is subject to a federal Impact Assessment, which
requires an Impact Statement within three years of the Notice of Commencement of the
Impact Assessment. The Project has requested a 3.5-year extension, which would shift
the dates from February 24, 2023 to July 24, 2026. The Impact Assessment Agency of
Canada (IAAC) will be notifying Indigenous communities and the public about this
extension request and will provide an opportunity to review the request and provide
comment. Information on this request can be found here: https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80184?culture=en-CA

If you have any questions, please contact IAAC directly.

Back to Top

Stay Connected!

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be
arranged in-person in any community (adhering to
health and safety protocols as required), in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to
say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessR
oadProject/
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

December 2022 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road
December 2022 E-Blast with updates on
current and upcoming activities.

This E-Blast features:

Message from Chief Bruce
Achneepineskum
A Year in Review: Highlights of
2022
Upcoming Field Studies

Greetings on the Holidays!
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As we gather with our families for the holidays, it is a
good time to reflect on our progress to date on our
projects and our hopes for the new year!  Our team
keeps on working on our Community Access Road and it
is progressing well. It is with hope we can achieve
another year of success and move along our long-term
objectives of what the road project will eventually bring:
access to better health care, a decrease in freight costs
of goods, access to health care, and a chance for our
members to return home, amongst other benefits of a
Community Access Road.

We are also mindful of the ongoing important work that
has to be done and look forward to working in the new
year collaboratively with all parties.

On behalf of the Chief and Council of Marten Falls First
Nation, we are wishing you a safe and joyous holiday
season and a Happy New Year!

Chief Bruce Achneepineskum

Back to Top

2022 was a great year for the planning phase of the Community Access Road Project.
There was a return to normalcy for many people and communities this year that allowed
us to meet in person once again and progress the field study programs. As the year
reaches a close, we’d like to thank you for your continued interest and involvement in
the Community Access Road, and for the insights you have shared. We appreciate your
perspectives and know that your feedback helps strengthen the decisions we make
through the planning process.

A lot was accomplished this past year. Here are some key highlights:

Meetings and Discussions with
Indigenous communities,

2022 Highlights

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/12/20/december-2022/#


government agencies and
interested persons: We had multiple
virtual meetings in 2022, but we also
saw a return to in-person
engagements with two Public
Information Centres. The Project
Team visited Marten Falls First
Nation, Thunder Bay and Geraldton
in June, November and December to
share updates and milestones related
to the Environmental Assessment /
Impact Assessment process. This was
also an opportunity to engage in
face-to-face conversations, listen and
receive direct feedback on the
Community Access Road. We very
much look forward to more
opportunities to meet and continue
discussions in the new year. Please
visit our Get Involved page to learn
more about these events.

Valued Component
Webinars: We started a new
Webinar Series this year to
unpack the valued
components we are studying
in the Environmental
Assessment / Impact
Assessment. Live webinars on
Animals and Wildlife
(specifically moose (moozoog),
caribou (atigwag) and
furbearers) and on Surface
Water, Fish and Fish Habitat
have already taken place and
can be viewed here. Weekly
webinars will return in the new
year on January 10, 2023 and
will discuss Archaeology and
Cultural Heritage. Save the
date and check out our Get
Involved page to register.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
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Field Studies: Field programs
studying existing conditions and
effects assessments for the technical
disciplines have taken place this past
year including: Groundwater and
Geochemistry; Aquatics (surface
water, fish and fish habitat);
Physiography, Terrain and Soils;
Vegetation; Wildlife; Birds; and
Ungulates (Atigwag and Moozoog;
Caribou and Moose). In advance of
each field study, we distributed
Discussion Guides asking key
questions for input to help shape
our program plans. We also followed
up with emails once dates were
confirmed. Highlights of 2022 field
programs can be found here!

Update on the Proposed
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and
Interests Study Areas: Updates
were made to the study areas for
the Aboriginal and Treaty Rights
and Interests assessments that are
to be completed for the Marten
Falls Community Access Road
Project. The proposed Project
Development Area now considers
potential aggregate sites,
temporary construction camp
locations, and construction access
roads. Further details can be found
here: Indigenous Knowledge
Program 

Community Coordinators Hired:
Two Marten Falls First Nation
Community Coordinators were
hired this year. Susanna Baxter
and Rowena Moonias both bring
valuable experience working in
and outside of the community and
we’re excited to work with them.

Timeline Extension Request for
the Impact Statement: The
Community Access Road Project is
subject to a federal Impact
Assessment, which requires an
Impact Statement within three
years of the Notice of
Commencement of the Impact
Assessment. The Project has
requested a 3.5-year extension,
which would shift the dates from
February 24, 2023 to July 24, 2026.
Information on this request can be
found on the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada website.

Valued Component Videos: We
developed a number of videos in
2022 to showcase the valued
components we are studying as
part of the Environmental
Assessment and Impact
Assessment. Videos on Furbearers,
Air Quality, Cumulative Effects and
others can be found on our
Multimedia page here.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Handout_2022-Field-Study-Summaries.pdf
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Field Studies Updates

Field Studies will continue in 2023. The following programs will occur between January
and May 2023, with exact dates being provided once confirmed:

Upcoming Winter Field Study Updates

Furbearer Winter Tracking Surveys: Field crews will fly in a helicopter to look for
tracks of wildlife in the snow. Transects, or straight lines through the study area,
will be walked to document the number of track sets, species, location and
habitat type encountered.
Winter Ungulate Aerial Surveys: Surveys will be conducted using a fixed wing
aircraft and helicopter to gather information on the population and distribution
of caribou (atigwag), to search for collared and uncollared groups of caribou, and
to identify number of calves with caribou groups in the study area.
Bird Autonomous Recording Unit Program: Field crews will collect the
Autonomous Recording Units (ARU) that were deployed throughout the study
area in March 2022.
Wolverine (wishkobishag, wiingwa’waake) Hair Snag Surveys: Wolverine hair
snag traps will be baited in the study area to help understand wolverine
(wishkobishag, wiingwa’waake) demographics (male / female). Remote cameras
will monitor the baited hair snag traps to help confirm if a wolverine has visited
the hair snag trap.
Collared Caribou Mortality Investigations: Field crews will conduct mortality
investigations as needed associated with caribou (atigwag) that have been
collared in the study area in February 2021. The mortality investigation includes
determining the cause of death of the animal (e.g., predation, hunter, natural
causes) and collecting the collar from the field.
Groundwater and Geochemistry Program: Field crews will continue drilling,
installing and sampling ground water monitoring wells throughout the study
area. The monitoring wells will continue to be sampled three times a year for two
years.
Ungulate Remote Camera Program: Field crews will collect the remote cameras
that were deployed throughout the study area in June 2021 to collect important
information on the presence and seasonal patterns of caribou (atigwag), moose
(moozoog), wolves (maihgan) and other wildlife.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2022/12/20/december-2022/#


Check out the related field program notices for more details, watch videos and fill out
Discussion Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as
required.

Back to Top

We Value Your Feedback

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be
arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to
say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

January 2023 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road January
2023 E-Blast with updates on current and
upcoming activities. This E-Blast features:

Archaeological Assessment
Report
Field Study Support Staff
Update
Public Information Centre #4
Aboriginal and/or Treaty
Rights and Interests Forum
Timeline Extension Approved
for the Impact Statement
Winter Field Study Updates
and Upcoming Programs
Webinar Series: Join us live for
our next webinar on Peatlands
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Archaeological Assessment Report

The Stage 1 archaeological assessment report for
the MFFN Community Access Road Project is
complete. The objective of this report is to
document the archaeological potential of the local
study area based on its natural history, past and
current land use and present-day environmental
conditions. This information is used to support
recommendations regarding cultural heritage
values or interests as well as assessment and
mitigation strategies.

The report will be shared with Indigenous
communities, Provincial Territorial Organizations
and Tribal Councils in early February. If you are
interested in learning more about this document
or the archaeology and cultural heritage program,
please contact us.

If you know of any culturally significant areas,
plants, water bodies or important fishing / hunting
/ gathering locations in the study area that our
field teams should avoid in the remainder of our
field programs, please let us know.

If you’re interested in learning more, watch our
recent webinar on the topic here.

Back to Top

Earlier this month, Matt Bovin and Levi
Baxter of MFFN joined field crew
members for Wilderness Survival Training

2022 MFFN Field Support Staff Update

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9997062/video/788305066
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/01/27/january-2023/#


as part of their role as MFFN Field
Support Staff on field study programs.
Wilderness survival training included
building a shelter and sleeping in it
overnight. Matt and Levi will accompany
Project consultants on upcoming field
studies.

Thank you for your support with the
MFFN Community Access Road field
studies; we’re lucky to have you!

Back to Top

Public Information Centre #4 – Deadline for
feedback extended!

Public Information Centre #4 (PIC #4) was held in Thunder Bay and Geraldton in
December. The PIC included updates and information on the Effects Assessment
Methods Milestone. The meeting provided an opportunity for Indigenous community
members and the public to learn more about the planning process and share feedback,
ideas and values related to the proposed all season access road. Engagement materials
are available here. Please share your feedback by February 10, 2023.

Back to Top

Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights and
Interests

The Province of Ontario is hosting a 2-day forum on Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights and
Interests (ATRI) in Thunder Bay on February 8 & 9, 2023. The focus of this forum is to
create a respectful, culturally sensitive, and collaborative space to discuss potential

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/01/27/january-2023/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/pic4/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tFrtFlkrQE6AbYowvcnPJtcYDiC__XNFgGCj_0WcIK5UQktJS0VGUDJKOTZaVVVaSTFBOTRIUFlYSy4u&wdLOR=c2F570304-7464-4B53-A1AC-68B12EB05333
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/01/27/january-2023/#


impacts to northern Indigenous communities' ATRI as they relate to the Community
Access Road Project.

Representatives from the MFFN CAR Project Team will be available to meet with you
one-on-one to discuss ATRI.  In addition, we will be hosting a Cultural Heritage
workshop for all communities who have identified interests within the Project study area.

For information on participant funding and to RSVP, please contact
ea.participant.fund@ontario.ca or please contact Andrea Nokleby at
anokleby@dillon.ca.

Back to Top

Timeline Extension Approved for the
Impact Statement

The Community Access Road Project is subject to a federal Impact Assessment, which
requires an Impact Statement within three years of the Notice of Commencement of the
Impact Assessment. The Community Access Road Project has been approved for a 3.5-
year extension, shifting the submission date to July 24, 2026. The Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada has posted information on this approval here: https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80184?culture=en-CA

If you have any questions, please contact IAAC directly.

Back to Top

Winter Field Study Updates and Upcoming
Programs

Furbearer Winter Tracking Surveys
Now that the weather conditions are favourable,

mailto:ea.participant.fund@ontario.ca
mailto:anokleby@dillon.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/01/27/january-2023/#
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80184?culture=en-CA
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80184?culture=en-CA
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field crews began this program on Sunday,
January 29, 2023. Field crews will be out for five
days, however, the program may be extended in
the event of weather delays. If you are in the study
area, you may notice an increase in air traffic as
the study area will be accessed by helicopter
during this program. See the Field Notice for more
information on the Furbearer Winter Tracking
surveys.
The Bird Autonomous Recording Unit (ARU)
Program
The program is now complete and the ARUs were
retrieved from the field January 8 to 11, 2023. We
look forward to sharing results with you once the
data is analyzed. See the Field Notice for more
information on the Bird ARU program.
Wolverine (wishkobishag, wiingwa’waake) Hair
Snag Surveys
The first trip for this program will be completed
from January 31 to February 14, 2023. Field crews
will be operating between Geraldton and Marten
Falls First Nation via helicopter. Field crews will be
returning monthly between deployment and June
to rebait hair snag traps. See the Field Notice on
our website for more information about the
wolverine hair snag field program.

The following programs will occur between February and
May 2023, with exact dates being provided once
confirmed:

Winter Ungulate Aerial Surveys (anticipated
February 2023)
Collared Caribou (atigwag) Mortality Investigations
(as needed)
Ungulate Remote Camera Program
Groundwater and Geochemistry Program (as early
as March)

The groundwater drilling could not be
completed at all sites in 2022. Drilling of the
remaining sites will be conducted as early as
March 2023.

Check out the related field program notices for more
details, watch videos and fill out Discussion Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift;

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/


we will provide updates as required.

Back to Top

MFFN CAR Webinar Series

The MFFN CAR Webinar Series is well underway! We have
held four webinars to date and there are more to come.

To learn about and register for upcoming webinars visit,
the Get Involved page. Our next webinar is on
Peatlands and will take place on Tuesday January 31 at
4:00 PM EST. Join us live!

Recordings are available on the following topics: Animals
& Wildlife, Surface Water, Fish and Fish Habitat,
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, and Vegetation and
Physiography. Watch the recordings here.

Back to Top

We Value Your Feedback

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be
arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to
say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

February 2023 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the Marten Falls First Nation
(MFFN) Community Access Road February
2023 E-Blast with updates on current and
upcoming activities. This E-Blast features:

Indigenous Knowledge
Program Timeline Update
Update on the ATRI Forum and
the Archaeology and Cultural
Heritage Workshop
Winter Field Study Updates
and Upcoming Programs
Field Study Spotlight:
Traditional Snowshoes
Webinar Series: Join us live for
our next webinar!
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Indigenous Knowledge (IK) Program
Timeline Update

The Project Team first engaged Indigenous Communities in December 2019 about the
IK Program. Project funding support to communities who expressed an interest in
participating in the Program began in the summer of 2020 and is on-going. 

IK received through the IK Program will allow for a more complete, robust, and accurate
picture of the Community Access Road Project area to emerge. Our goal this year is to
create a draft existing condition report that meaningfully includes IK. The report will be
considered when selecting the preferred route for the Community Access Road.  

To meet the study schedule and to help ensure the inclusion of IK in the draft
existing condition report, it is critical that IK and information on Indigenous Land
and Resource Use be shared with the MFFN CAR Project Team by June 30, 2023. 

If your community has IK or information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use related
to the Community Access Road Project that you would like to share please do not
hesitate to reach out to Bob Baxter at 1-807-628-7553 or bbaxter48@gmail.com or
Andrea Nokleby at 1-604-417-5332 or anokleby@dillon.ca. 

Back to Top

Earlier this month, the provincial government hosted the Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights
and Interests (ATRI) Forum in Thunder Bay. The purpose of the forum was to create a
respectful, culturally sensitive, and collaborative space to develop an understanding of
Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights and Interests in any of the Project areas of the
Webequie Supply Road, Northern Road Link and the MFFN Community Access Road.

Members of the Cultural Heritage and Archaeology teams for the Community Access
Road were also present for all communities who have identified interests within the

MFFN Community Access Road at the ATRI
Forum and Archaeology and Cultural

Heritage Workshop

tel:1-807-628-7553
mailto:bbaxter48@gmail.com
tel:1-604-417-5332
mailto:anokleby@dillon.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/02/28/february-2023/#


Project study area.

Thank you to all who were able to participate in the forum. If your community or
organization is interested in a meeting to talk about ATRI, please reach out to Andrea
Nokleby at 1-604-417-5332 or anokleby@dillon.ca. 

Back to Top

Winter Field Study Updates and Upcoming
Programs

Wolverine (wishkobishag,
wiingwa’waake) Hair Snag Surveys
The first trip for this program was
completed earlier this month. Field
crews deployed 54 hair snag stations
during their five days in the field. The
next hair snag rebait is currently
scheduled for March. 

See the Field Notice on our website for more
information about the wolverine hair snag
field program.  

Winter Ungulate Aerial Surveys were
completed in February

The following programs will occur between
March and May 2023, with exact dates being
provided once confirmed:

Groundwater and Geochemistry
Program  

The groundwater drilling could not be
completed at all sites in 2022. Drilling
of the remaining sites will be
conducted as early as March 2023.  

mailto:anokleby@dillon.ca
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/02/28/february-2023/#
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Field crews will be conducting
wolverine denning reconnaissance in
advance of the groundwater and
geochemistry drilling. Wolverine
denning reconnaissance will occur in
March; a Field Notice will be distributed
shortly with more information.   

Collared Caribou (atigwag) Mortality
Investigations (as needed) 
Ungulate Remote Camera Program

Check out the related field program notices
for more details, watch videos and fill out
Discussion Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and
may shift; we will provide updates as required. 

Back to Top

Field Study Spotlight: Use of Traditional
Snowshoes

The 2020/2021 field season had greater than normal snow falls and periods of extreme
freezing. A loosely packed snow base resulted in team members sinking waist deep in
the snow. These challenges were shared with the Project Team and Senior Community
Member Advisor Bob Baxter suggested the use of traditional snowshoes in the field.
Traditional snowshoes have a wider base and, in his experience, are better suited for
these challenging conditions. The snowshoe design is an Ojibway tear drop with sinew
base.

In preparation for the 2022/2023 furbearer tracking program, we solicited Bob’s support
in finding traditional snowshoes for our team to use. Although we couldn’t source
traditional snowshoes for the entire team, Bob was able to bring his. While the snow
conditions were different from 2021/2022, Bob’s use of the traditional snowshoes did
bring benefits to the field crew team. With the younger crew member leading and Bob
in the middle, our rear crew member appreciated the large footprint with the minimal
sinkage created by Bob’s traditional snowshoes.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/02/28/february-2023/#


Back to Top

MFFN CAR Webinar Series

The MFFN CAR Webinar Series on the Project’s various
studies is well underway! We've held seven webinars to
date and there are more to come!

To learn about and register for upcoming webinars visit,
the Get Involved page.

Our next webinar covers the Project’s Socio-Economic
studies including Socio-Community, Human Health
and Community Safety and will take place on Tuesday
February 28 at 4:00 PM EST. Join us live!

Unable to attend webinars live? Recordings of all past
webinars are available here.

If your community or organization is interested in a
meeting to talk about our studies, reach out to book a
meeting.

Back to Top

We Value Your Feedback

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be
arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to
say! 

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/02/28/february-2023/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/get-involved/
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https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/02/28/february-2023/#


Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.  

Back to Top
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

March 2023 update
Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the MFFN Community
Access Road March 2023 E-Blast with
updates on current and upcoming
activities. This E-Blast features:

Meet a MFFN Community
Coordinator
Field Study Spotlight:
Wishkobish / Wolverine
Denning Survey
Winter Field Study Updates
and Upcoming Programs
Webinar Series: Only one
webinar left!
We want to hear from you!
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Meet a MFFN Community Coordinator

Rowena Moonias, a MFFN community member, is a
Community Coordinator for the MFFN Community
Access Road Project! Rowena joined the team in
November 2022 and has already brought her
enthusiasm, insights and work ethic to help with the
coordination of the recent Public Information Centre #4
in Thunder Bay and Geraldton. She also helps share
Community Access Road updates and activities, collect
data and help coordinate a wide range of other
engagement activities.

Rowena shared a bit about herself below.

About Me

“My name is Rowena Moonias and I am excited to be a
part of the Marten Falls Access Road team as a
Community Coordinator.  I am from Marten Falls First
Nation and have served in many different positions for
the community since 2005.  I have a diverse education
background having attended college for flight training
and receiving my Commercial Pilots License and Ratings. 
I am always interested in new projects, people and
experiences and have a deep love for my community and
family. Miigwetch.”

Back to Top

The wolverine denning survey, associated with the Groundwater and Geochemistry
Program, is now complete. The field crew, including the MFFN Field Assistant, completed
the program this month. The purpose of this field program was to confirm the presence
/ absence of active wolverine dens within 4 km of groundwater monitoring well

Field Study Spotlight: Wishkobish /
Wolverine Denning Program

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/rowena.jpg
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/03/30/march-2023/#


locations, located along both route alternatives. The crew found potential denning
activity within 4 km of two groundwater drilling sites near Geraldton. The drilling
contractor mobilized in Geraldton following this survey to complete reconnaissance
(visual inspections) and avoided these sites. Additional denning surveys may take place
in the spring. No drilling will take place until all necessary survey work is complete.
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Winter Field Updates

The following programs have or will occur
between March and May 2023, with exact
dates being provided once confirmed:

Wolverine (wishkobishag,
wiingwa’waake) Hair Snag Surveys
— Hair snag rebaits took place from
March 10 to March 12, 2023. The next
rebaiting may take place in the
Geraldton area as early as April,
pending weather and could take 6 to
10 days to complete. See the Field
Notice on our website for more
information about the wolverine hair
snag field program.

Groundwater and Geochemistry
Program — The groundwater drilling
could not be completed at all sites in
2022. Drilling of the remaining sites are
anticipated to be conducted in April
2023. Sampling the monitoring wells
will continue in spring.

Collared Caribou (atigwag) Mortality
Investigations — A mortality
investigation was completed the week
of March 20. Mortality investigations
will continue as needed.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/03/30/march-2023/#
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf


Ungulate Remote Camera Program
(Spring) — Field crews will be retrieving
the remote cameras that were
deployed in 2021.

Vegetation and Peatlands Aerial and
Ground Surveys (Late May 2023)

Cultural Heritage (May) — Field crews
will be surveying built heritage and
cultural heritage resources in the study
area. A field notice with more
information will be issued in the
coming days.

Check out the related field program notices
for more details, watch videos and fill out
Discussion Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and
may shift; we will provide updates as required.
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MFFN CAR Webinar Series

The MFFN CAR Webinar Series on the Project’s valued
components (study areas) is coming to an end! We’ve
hosted 11 webinars to date covering topics from wildlife,
climate change and socio-economics. If you missed a live
webinar, recordings of all past sessions are available
here.

Our last webinar covers Aboriginal and / or Treaty
Rights and Interests and will take place on Tuesday April
4 at 4:00 PM EST. Join us live and register here.

If your community or organization is interested in a
meeting to talk about our studies, reach out to book a
meeting.

https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-11-MFFN-CAR-223-Winter-Spring-Field-Notice.pdf
https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/study-plan-multimedia-showcase/
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https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/2023/03/30/march-2023/#
https://vimeo.com/showcase/mffn-webinars
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rfnaoryFQmanytcOEilJiA
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We Value Your Feedback

Please contact us at any time with questions or
comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be
arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder
Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to
say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114
or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca.  
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Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road

April 2023 update

Current and upcoming activities

Welcome to the MFFN Community

Access Road April 2023 E-Blast with

updates on current and upcoming

activities. This E-Blast features:

MFFN Community Coordinator

Update

Indigenous Knowledge

Program

Spring Field Study Updates

and Upcoming Programs

We Want to Hear from You!

Farewell to one of our MFFN Community
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Coordinators

In 2022, we were happy to welcome Susanna Baxter as

one of the MFFN Community Access Road Community

Coordinators. Susanna brought her insights and

experience as a MFFN community member to the team

and helped share updates on the planning and outreach

activities for the access road. Susanna accepted a new

position elsewhere but still actively working in the

community as Education Director and we wish her all the

best.

Susanna shared some parting words:

"I have enjoyed my time working with the MFFN

Community Access Road project. I feel it’s very important

work and I was happy to be part of it.

I would have worked at this job for longer, I felt a pull in a

different direction. I have always been passionate about

education and my community. I am now working as the

Education Director for my community of Marten Falls, so I

won’t be too far away. 

Thank you all for your kind words of encouragement and

support while I was in this role. I’ll miss you all, but I’ll see

you around, I’m sure. I’m not going anywhere. You have a

wonderful team to work with that I know will continue to

grow.”

Thank you, Susanna, for your hard work and best of luck

in your new endeavors! We look forward to collaborating

with you again in the future as the Community Access

Road progresses through the Environmental Assessment

Process.
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Indigenous Knowledge Program



Indigenous Knowledge is an important part of the assessment processes for the

Community Access Road. Indigenous Knowledge received through the Indigenous

Knowledge Program will allow for a more complete, robust, and accurate picture of the

Project area to emerge. Our goal is to create an existing conditions report that

meaningfully includes Indigenous Knowledge which is also considered in the selection of

the preferred route for the Community Access Road this fall.

To help ensure the inclusion of this information in the draft existing conditions report, it

is critical that Indigenous Knowledge and information on Indigenous Land and Resource

Use be shared with the MFFN CAR Project Team by June 2023.

If your community has Indigenous Knowledge or information on Indigenous Land and

Resource Use related to the Community Access Road Project that you would like to

share please do not hesitate to reach out to Bob Baxter at 1-807-628-7553 or

bbaxter48@gmail.com  or Andrea Nokleby at 1-604-417-5332 or anokleby@dillon.ca  .
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Spring Field Studies

A reminder that spring 2023 field studies for the MFFN Community Access Road Project

are continuing.

See the Field Notice  on our website for more information the spring field studies.

Upcoming field studies include:

Cultural Heritage (May) — Field crews will be surveying built heritage and

cultural heritage resources in the study area. Surveys will be non-invasive and

consist of photographic and written documentation, and community-based

interviews.

Vegetation and Peatlands Aerial and Ground Surveys (June) — Field crews will

be visually observing and documenting plant communities and wetland areas

throughout the study area. Observations will be made from the air in helicopters

and on the ground.

Ungulate Remote Camera Program (May) — Remote cameras for the ungulate

remote camera program will be retrieved from the field this spring. Cameras have



been in the field for two years documenting presence, distribution and seasonal

patterns of wolves (maihganang), moose (moozoog) and other wildlife.

Groundwater and Geochemistry Program (late May / early June) —

Groundwater drilling started on April 10 and activities are expected to be

completed by April 30.�� The groundwater sampling program is also expected to

start in late May / early June.Due to the presence of wolverine in the study area, a

second round of groundwater drilling will be completed outside of the wolverine

denning period. Drilling is required for two sites and is planned to start in early

June.�� A schedule will be provided once confirmed.

Wolverine (wishkobishag, wi ingwa’waake) Hair Snag Surveys (Ongoing as

needed) — Hair snag rebaits took place in in April, staged out of Geraldton took 6

to 10 days to complete. This program is ongoing as needed until late spring.

Socio-Economic and Human Health (May / June) — The socio-economic and

human health team will be conducting interviews and focus groups in MFFN and

Thunder Bay with MFFN members in May and June 2023.

Field crews will include MFFN community member Field Assistants or Community

Member Advisors.

Check out the related field program notices  for more details, watch videos and fill out

Discussion Guides.

*Timelines and programs are approximate and may shift; we will provide updates as

required.
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We Value Your Feedback

Please contact us at any time with questions or

comments, or to schedule a meeting. Meetings can be

arranged in-person in any community, in the Thunder

Bay area, or online. We want to hear what you have to

say!

Questions or comments? Contact us at 1-800-764-9114

or info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca .�	�	 
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A3.1 Groundwater and Geochemistry Field     
Program Notice



Groundwater and Geochemistry Program 
Issued: July 2022 

What’s Happening? 
The Groundwater and Geochemistry Program is beginning for the provincial Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and the federal Impact Assessment (IA) for Marten Falls First Nation’s (MFFN) 
proposed Community Access Road. The Early Spring 2022 Discussion Guide asked questions for your 
input on this program. Watch our video to learn more about Groundwater and Geochemistry and 
why it’s important. 

To better understand the current groundwater conditions in the study area, MFFN is installing 20 
monitoring stations, each containing 3 to 4 wells, along both route alternatives to sample 
groundwater quantity and quality. The wells will be sampled three times a year for two years. When 
the wells are no longer required, they will be filled in and sealed. We will also be sampling soil and 
areas where potential construction material may be sourced to identify minerals or chemicals that 
could affect water quality if used or disturbed. This is the first time we are specifically looking at 
groundwater and geochemistry for the Community Access Road.

Field Notice

When?
The Groundwater and Geochemistry Program is expected to start early September and continue to 
November 2022. We will provide an update once dates are confirmed or if scheduling changes due 
to weather or other conditions. The field crews will identify monitoring well locations and clear 
brush and trees to allow helicopter and drill rig access. Once tree clearing is complete, the 
monitoring wells will be installed. Clearing and installation is anticipated to take approximately six 
weeks. Field technicians will then monitor, test, and sample each monitoring well. Groundwater 
monitoring, sampling, and testing will continue in 2023 and 2024. 

Field crews will be travelling by helicopter and conducting studies on the ground, so you may see 
helicopters in the area from September to November.

Contact Information
You are welcome to contact the Project Team at any time with 
questions or comments:
Lawrence Baxter
Senior Community Member Advisor Marten Falls First Nation
1-800-764-9114| info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca 
www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca| 
facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/

Where?
See the next page 
for a map
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�W�a�t�e�r�b�o�d�y

�F�i�r�s�t� �N�a�t�i�o�n� �R�e�s�e�r�v�e

�P�r�o�v�i�n�i�c�i�a�l� �P�a�r�k

�F�a�r� �N�o�r�t�h� �B�o�u�n�d�a�r�y� 

�D�i�s�t�r�i�c�t� �M�u�n�i�c�i�p�a�l� �B�o�u�n�d�a�r�y
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