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SENT BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Grassy Mountain Coal Project Joint Review Panel 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
160 Elgin Street, 22nd Floor 
Place Bell Canada 
Ottawa, ON K1A0H3 

Attention: Tracy Utting, Acting Panel Manager 

Dear Madam: 

Re:  Benga Mining Limited (“Benga”) 
CEAA Reference 80101 
Grassy Mountain Coal Project (“Project”) 
Request for Extension - Tsuut’ina Nation 

On behalf of Benga, we are opposed to the request by the Tsuut’ina Nation for an 
extension to the current public comment period. First, we note that the Tsuut’ina Nation 
has repeatedly requested extensions to the timelines established by the Joint Review 
Panel (“JRP”). For instance, in December of 2018 the Tsuut’ina Nation requested an 
extension to the public comment period. The JRP rejected this request on the basis that 
(CIAR #117): 

The purpose of the public comment period is to assist the Panel in 
making a procedural decision concerning the sufficiency of information 
to proceed to a hearing. At this point, the Panel is not making any 
decision(s) that will prevent a group or individual from filing a 
submission or raising specific concerns respecting the Project in the 
future. 

We submit the same reasoning applies in this case. In any event, the Tsuut’ina Nation 
also made another request to extend the public comment period on January 10, 2019, 
on the basis that the Tsuut’ina Nation retained new legal counsel. The JRP granted this 
request but noted that the JRP must measure the impact of the request on the JRP 
process and other parties (CIAR #131).  This is the third request by the Tsuut’ina Nation 
for an extension. Other parties are complying with the JRP’s established timelines. This 
most recent request by the Tsuut’ina Nation does not provide any compelling rationale 
for the requested extension. It simply asserts that more time is required given the 
volume of submissions. However, the current public comment period was initiated on 
September 9, 2019, thereby providing sufficient time for review. Any extension of the 
current public comment period will result in further delays to the regulatory process.  
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For all of the above reasons, we respectfully request that the JRP deny the extension 
request. 

Yours truly, 
 

Martin Ignasiak 
c. Gary Houston 

Mike Bartlett 

<Original signed by>




