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1

Milton, Ontario / Milton (Ontario)

2

--- Upon commencing on Tuesday, June 25, 2019

3

at 9:28 a.m. / L'audience débute le mardi

4

25 juin 2019 à 9 h 28

5

MR. RONZIO:

Hello.

Good morning,

6

everyone.

7

sessions of the Milton Logistics Hub Project Review

8

Panel.

9

Welcome to the first day of technical

Just before we start the day, as

10

usual, we're going to have a quick moment of safety

11

briefing before we proceed.

12

faces in the room and some people for whom this is

13

getting old hat, but we'll proceed anyway.

14

I know we have some new

Just so everyone is aware and for

15

those of you who have come in from out of town, we’re

16

at the Holiday Inn Express and Suites, which is at

17

2750 Highpoint Drive in Milton.

18

I would like to caution everyone about

19

wires running around the room.

20

taped down, which is great, but you still might catch

21

your foot and a lot of other people are having laptops

22

plugged in, which is great.

23

especially on the aisles, for the chance that you

24

might snag your foot on one of those.

25

There's a few that are

Just keep your eyes out,

In the event of an emergency, there's
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1

an audible fire alarm system.

2

we're asked to evacuate the building and, for us in

3

this room, the nearest exits are at the front and back

4

of the room.

5

If the alarm sounds,

The back door has a slight catch, so

6

as you proceed out of it you might need to kick it on

7

the bottom right as you're pushing, but I do promise

8

you it opens.

9

In the event that something happens

10

and these doors are blocked, our last exit is just out

11

the door to the left of the Panel room and then

12

there's a double set of doors.

13

around to what is the back of the hearing room, the

14

far side of the parking lot, which is the gathering

15

area.

16

We proceed outside

If that happens and you realize

17

someone in your party is missing, please identify that

18

to the Review Panel secretariat and we’ll initiate

19

procedures to make sure that we can locate the people

20

who are missing.

21

For minor injuries, if anybody has

22

anything that happens, there's a first aid kit at the

23

front desk and they can help you out that way.

24

don’t have a defibrillator on site so in the case of a

25

major emergency or cardiac emergency, we ask that you
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1

call 9-1-1 so that the emergency medical services can

2

get here as quickly as possible.

3

If for whatever reason you discover an

4

emergency, there's red pull stations the all four

5

doors in this room and one at each end of the hallway

6

that you can pull and then proceed out of the building

7

after that.

8
9

There'ss a fire extinguisher to the
left of the room here.

And if you have any other

10

additional health or safety concerns, please raise it

11

with the Review Panel secretariat.

12

these sort of white name tags.

13

We’re all wearing

Washrooms are out the door to the

14

right and on the right-hand side of the hallway.

15

at this time we ask also that you silence any cell

16

phones, put it on vibrate so that it’s not disturbing

17

the proceedings.

18

And

The Review Panel will be here in a

19

moment and we’ll go from there.

20

--- Pause

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

Good morning,

22

everybody.

23

welcome back, and for new faces, we welcome you to

24

this public hearing.

25

For those of you who were here last week,

My name is Lesley Griffiths, and I
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1

Chair the Review Panel for the Joint Process for the

2

Review of the Milton Logistics Hub Project.

3

review is being carried out under both the Canadian

4

Environmental Assessment Act 2012 and the Canada

5

Transportation Act.

6
7

So just a few things to talk about
before we get going.

8
9

And this

This is day 4 of the hearing, and it’s
a long day.

We are sitting in the morning, the

10

afternoon and the evening.

11

topics -- it’s a topic-specific session, and we're

12

addressing the topics of the project description,

13

accidents and malfunctions and something we are

14

calling socio-economic general.

15

you'll see in the schedule that we have other

16

socio-economic sessions and that we've assigned

17

specific sub-topics to those.

18

And we are addressing the

It’s general because

I want to say a word about questioning

19

and the way we're going to handle questioning this

20

time.

21

We will –- the order of questioning

22

will be the –- by order of presenter.

23

this morning we have a CN presentation, then we have a

24

Halton Municipalities presentation so that when I call

25

for questions to the presenters, I will do it in that
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1

order.

I mean, that’s a simple one.

2

who will be first and then I’ll open it to other

3

registered participants who wish to ask questions, and

4

then vice versa when we return.

5

It'll be Halton

Anyway, we'll work it out and I will

6

explain before each section the order so that you can

7

be prepared for that.

8
9

The other thing I want to say about
questioning is it is a full day.

Last week, we had

10

the luxury of a little more time, and so we’ll have to

11

be careful, I think, in the questioning so that

12

everybody gets an opportunity and we keep the

13

questions we get to the point as fast as we can, and

14

the Panel will endeavour to abide by its own advice as

15

well.

16

But please, don't think that I am

17

discouraging questioning because I'm not.

18

important we have questions.

19

the Panel.

20

It’s very

They are very helpful to

So I would like to just -- I’ll say

21

one thing about -- oh, there is a slight change in the

22

order of presentations.

23

the general socio-economic session.

24
25

I’ll give you a heads up for

We had a request from the presenter
from the Ontario Minister of Agriculture, Food and
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

655

1

Rural Affairs.

Because of a previous commitment, the

2

presenter asked –- has to leave a little earlier and

3

so the presenter is going to go before CN rather than

4

after CN.

So that’s the order.

5

I think now that I will just go to

6

housekeeping matters before we invite the opening

7

presentation, which will be from CN.

8

So are there any housekeeping matters?

9

MR. LERNER:

No, we do not have any

10

housekeeping matters.

11

that we will provide later on today.

12

We will have some undertakings

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

I have

13

here a list of undertakings, 3, 4, 5, so you think

14

that you will be able to present them today?

15
16

MR. LERNER:

And if we could

have a clicker as well for the presentation.

17
18

Yes.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Is there any other –

- are there any other housekeeping matters?

19

I do have information here that there

20

is an Undertaking Number 2, which was made by Halton

21

Municipalities.

22

provide today or do you need a new time?

23

to come to the -- Ms. King, do you want to come to –-

24

somewhere?

25

Is that something that you're able to
Do you want

I guess you have to come –- oh, there
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1

it is.

It’s moved.

2

MS. KING:

Good morning, Madam Chair.

3

Yes, I understand that the answer to Undertaking 2 is

4

being uploaded and we'll print off a couple of copies

5

and hard copy for the Panel and for CN.

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much.

7

So we begin this morning’s session

8

with a presentation by CN, and CN has 60 minutes to

9

make the presentation.

10

PRESENTATION

11
12

So Mr. Lerner.

MR. LERNER:

Thank you.

please load the presentation.

13

If you could

Thanks.

Good morning, Madam Chair and Panel.

14

Today we'll be giving a presentation on the project

15

description, alternative means and railway operations.

16

I am joined today by Mr. Darren

17

Reynolds, our project manager, and two –- Luanne

18

Patterson, pardon me, and two independent experts, Mr.

19

Martin to my right from Martin and Associates, and Mr.

20

Cairns to his right from Mott McDonald.

21

In the first part of the overview,

22

Darren and I will present the project components,

23

terminal operations and describe the key factors that

24

went into the terminal design.

25

the presentation, Mr. Martin and Mr. Cairns will
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1

present the results of their independent evaluations

2

on both forecasted demand and terminal design

3

capacity.

4

Mr. Martin from Martin and Associates

5

has 45 years' experience in transportation economics,

6

and Mr. Cairns from Mott McDonald has over 30 years'

7

experience in intermodal planning and design.

8
9

Madam Chair, for further information
on each of our presenters, we have submitted a

10

statement of qualifications in document CEAR 851.

11

That went in on our June 17 t h submission with our

12

other presentations.

13

Before I do turn it over to Darren, I

14

want to discuss some of the information we heard on

15

Friday from the ports associations and a customer.

16

There are three things that I’m

17

covering in the presentation that will clarify and

18

expand on that information.

19

First, I will explain that capacity is

20

not the same as demand.

21

be CN’s share of the overall growth that you heard

22

about last week, and finally, as part of the

23

presentation, I’ll provide the information I promised

24

on where Milton containers will come from and where

25

they will go to.
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1

of Undertaking Number 5.

2
3

I will review these items when I get
it my portion later in the presentation.

4
5

With that, I will turn it over to
Darren.

Thank you.

6

MR. REYNOLDS:

Thank you, Mark.

7

So as I run through the project

8

components in the overview presentation, I will only

9

touch on the key elements affecting the terminal

10

operations in this presentation.

11

all of them.

12

elements here.

13

I won’t go through

But I will go through certain of the

So first, if we start off again with

14

the –- well, I'll provide a little context here as to

15

where the project is located.

16

So Britannia Road on the north end of

17

the terminal, so bounded between Britannia and Lower

18

Base Line on the south, as you’ll see, Tremaine Road

19

on the west side, and then First Line on the east.

20

The terminal is located in between the

21

Halton Waste Management facility on the east and then

22

you have the Burlington Airport Park on the west with

23

the 407 running along the southern portion or the

24

southern edge of the terminal.

25

The access road is a 1.7 kilometre
613-521-0703
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1

access road that connects the terminal to Britannia

2

Road, so all trucks entering and departing the

3

facility will use that access road to enter and depart

4

the facility.

5

They will use the access road to come

6

to this gate area, so I have just put the gate area up

7

on the screen.

8

entering the facility will go through an inspection

9

portal and they’ll also provide their information as

10

they arrive at the terminal before entering into the

11

main portion or the pad area, if you will.

12

This is a location where trucks

The terminal itself comprises six

13

tracks.

There are two different types of tracks.

14

There are service tracks, so those are nearest the

15

main line, and then there are pad tracks.

16

pad tracks are mostly -- are predominantly for the

17

loading and unloading of containers on and off the

18

railcars, so that’s where the cranes can access the

19

railcars to perform that work.

And those

20

The service tracks are designed to

21

manage the inbound and outbound flow of trains and

22

provide temporary storage for what we call blocks of

23

railcars or sets of railcars to be dropped off on a

24

service track and picked up by another train later in

25

that day.
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1
2

So that’s what those three tracks are
predominantly used for.

3

The grey areas that are shown between

4

the tracks are work pads.

5

staging areas or temporary storage areas for the

6

containers as they are staged between when a train

7

arrives and when a truck may pick it up or when a

8

truck arrives and it may be transferred to the train.

9

So these are temporary

These –- there's two types of storage.

10

There's wheeled storage and then there's grounded

11

storage.

12

So wheeled storage would be where the

13

container is put on to a chassis and that trailer is

14

parked and the truck –- or inbound truck will come to

15

pick up that trailer directly and won’t require the

16

crane at all.

17

That’s where you would have stacked containers, so

18

you'd have stacked one container on top of another.

19

So the two types.

20

The other type is the grounded storage.

It also facilitates the movement of

21

cranes throughout the facility, so the reach stacker

22

cranes will operate using those pads, and it

23

facilitates the truck movements within the facility as

24

well.

So they will also be using those pads.

25

There's an administration building and
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1

maintenance garage.

2

designed to handle the 130 employees that is will be

3

on site, provide them with all the facilities that

4

they need.

5

This administration building is

They will be provided with office

6

space to manage and do paperwork as needed, locker

7

space for the field staff as well as cafeteria and any

8

other amenities they might need.

9

The garage is designed to manage the

10

inspection and the maintenance of all equipment on

11

site.

12

on-site equipment will be inspected and maintained

13

within that facility.

14

be maintained within that building.

So the cranes as well as any of the other

15

No third-party equipment will

We'll also be equipped with a

16

compressed air facility which will be enclosed within

17

the building, and that is to provide two things.

18

provides compressed air to the maintenance garage

19

itself, but also to provide ground air to the pad

20

tracks and the service tracks.

One

21

And this is to allow the trains to

22

recharge their braking system before departure and

23

minimizes the amount of time a locomotive might have

24

to spend on site to do that itself.

25

efficiency type system.
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1

One element I guess I passed over on

2

the service tracks that’s critical is the length of

3

those tracks.

4

about 8,000 feet long each.

5

of train movement that has to happen within the

6

facility itself.

7

So they're all –- the pad tracks are
This minimizes the amount

So it’s a facility that's designed to

8

be very efficient in terms of the movement of trains

9

in and out, and I’ll get into that a little bit more

10

in the operations portion of this presentation.

11

The last element I'd point out is just

12

the Lower Base Line Underpass, which you see pop up on

13

the bottom of the screen there.

14

This underpass will separate train

15

movements from the public road movements.

16

vehicles that are moving east/west across that Lower

17

Base Line corridor won’t have any conflicts with any

18

train movements in and out of the facility or the main

19

–- or the main line.

20
21

So any

So that covers, really, the main or
the key components of the facility.

22

In their submission to the Review

23

Panel, the Halton Municipalities had raised some

24

issues with respect to the process CN followed in

25

identifying and assessing site alternative accesses,
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1

and I thought would I provide some background

2

information with respect to these accesses.

3

As part of the environmental

4

assessment, the project –- for the project, CN

5

conducted a thorough analysis of the alternative site

6

accesses for the trucks.

7

2.2.3.1 of the EIS, five locations were identified as

8

potential alternative truck access points, including

9

two locations on Tremaine Road, a location on First

As outlined in Section

10

Line, and an extended access road across First Line to

11

Regional Road 25 in addition to the proposed location

12

on Britannia Road.

13

All of these alternative locations

14

were assessed against eight criteria, including

15

regional arterial road access, safety, environment,

16

and several other factors.

17

All of the alternative site access

18

locations considered have the potential to affect

19

watercourses and none avoid any tributaries -– or

20

tributaries.

21

In a meeting held in early 2015 with

22

the Town of Milton and the Halton Region, the

23

municipalities had raised concern about truck access

24

located on Tremaine Road as Tremaine Road south of

25

Britannia was not permitted or planned to be upgraded
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1

before 2031.

2

Based on the comparative assessment,

3

the Britannia Road entrance was determined to be the

4

preferred truck entrance, as it was the only

5

alternative that met the criteria.

6

further explained in our response to IR-2.19.

7

This analysis was

The preferred Britannia Road location

8

was then assessed in detail in the EIS consistent with

9

the approach outlined in the EIS Guidelines and the

10

Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s Operational

11

Policy Statement regarding the assessment of

12

alternatives.

13

The proposed design of the truck gate

14

intersection was based on the 1999 Transportation

15

Association of Canada Geometric Design Guide for

16

Canadian Roads and the Ontario Ministry of Transports

17

Ontario Traffic Manuals on which the intersection

18

design elements for the region’s access management

19

guidelines from 2015 were also based.

20

So this intersection design generally

21

consists with –- or is consistent with the Halton

22

Region guidelines.

23

CN is committed to refining the

24

intersection design and committed to continuing

25

consultation with the Halton Region on this.
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1

So I’ll turn over now to the project

2

operations side of it.

And I think, again, I spoke of

3

this on the opening day, but one of the key elements

4

of this facility, and it’s important to recall, is the

5

fact that it’s a main line served terminal.

6

that I mean it’s the inbound trains and the outbound

7

trains that will be doing all of the movement of the

8

railcars within the facility, so it’s -- it’s not

9

going to have what we call a dedicated switcher or a

And by

10

dedicated locomotive on site to move the railcars

11

around.

12

What this means is it’s very important

13

that we maintain a rigorous network schedule with set

14

arrival and departure times in and out of the

15

facility, that the network itself has to be operating

16

in close collaboration or harmony, if you will, so

17

that we can meet the customer demand.

18

When you think of, you know, a food

19

product, for example, or a container that might be

20

going to a grocery store, that customer wants to get

21

that food product on its shelf as fast as it possibly

22

can, and so it’s very critical that the train arrives

23

on time and that we’re able to turn that container

24

around very quickly once that train has arrived within

25

the facility.
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1

So the train schedules really meet --

2

are really set to meet that customer demand or that

3

local demand and they drive a lot of the operation of

4

the facility.

5

The second element that’s important is

6

how the train arrival/departure affects or is

7

intermingled with the other elements within the

8

terminal itself, so the truck arrival and departures

9

are dictated largely around the train

10

arrival/departure times as well as the pad operations,

11

so the rail car unloading and loading.

12
13

We see that intermingled with, you
know, that rigorous schedule.

14

So on that, I will move it over to the

15

video that we –- so in the interest of time on this

16

video, we have sped things up a little bit, but -- to

17

show all of the elements of the operations so we

18

wanted to show that.

19

But the reality is that, within the

20

facility, the movements of the equipment, so trains

21

and trucks, is actually quite slow.

22

they're typically limited to 15 miles per hour.

23

trains are typically operating more in the five to

24

eight miles per hour range when they're operating

25

within the facility.
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1
2

So you can run the video.
--- Video presentation

3

MR. REYNOLDS:

So you’ll see here,

4

that’s the main pad area of the terminal, Britannia

5

Road on the north and the truck access that’s

6

connecting to Britannia Road.

7

kilometre access that leads into the terminal.

8
9

That’s that 1.7

As a truck enters the facility, it
will work its way through a portal.

That's an

10

inspection portal which takes a photograph of all the

11

equipment as it moves into the facility.

12

The main purpose for this long access

13

road was to provide sufficient room for the staging of

14

trucks as they enter as well as to prevent any queuing

15

that might occur on the public roads, Britannia,

16

for -- and this was to address a public concern that

17

had been raised.

18

So you'll see the truck as it moves

19

forward towards the main gate area, and this gate

20

area, the truck driver will present a fingerprint that

21

will provide all of the information to the crane

22

operators within the facility and it will also provide

23

information to that truck driver as to where they're

24

supposed to go in the facility to either be loaded

25

with a container, unloaded, or whatever actions that
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1

truck needs to make.

2

So we’ll turn over here to the inbound

3

train operation.

4

see a train as it approaches the facility from the

5

south.

6

And we're looking south, so we'll

In this particular scenario, the train

7

will pull into one of the service tracks.

It will

8

then slow down and stop.

9

cars or, as I had called it earlier, a block of cars,

It will leave a series of

10

on the service track, and that will be picked up by

11

another train.

12
13

So the intention is that that gets
transferred from one train to another.

14

The train crew will operate in a team

15

of two.

There's a conductor and an engineer on every

16

train.

17

conductor will manage all of the activities that have

18

to happen on the ground and ensure the safe operation

19

of the train, and will perform this decoupling, as we

20

call it, or detaching of the railcars.

The engineer manages the locomotive and the

21

So once the block of cars that has

22

been –- that needs to be left on the service tracks is

23

left, the train will pull out along one of the service

24

tracks and it will use this service track to pull what

25

we say clear of the turnouts that allow it to go into
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1

the pad tracks.

2

It will then back into the pad tracks.

3

And as I mentioned, they work and operate through

4

strict protocols, the conductor and the engineer.

5

And the conductor would be riding on

6

what we call the leading end of that train.

7

would always be eyes or a visual on the front -- or on

8

the point of the train that’s moving forward to ensure

9

the safe operation.

10

So there

So the train then will place any cars

11

that are destined for the local area or the region,

12

and -- as it’s doing right now.

13

offloaded and loaded by reach stacker cranes, so you

14

see the yellow crane there is what we call a reach

15

stacker crane.

16

These will then be

In this example, it’s picking up a

17

delivered container and that will get placed either

18

directly on a train or in its stack.

19

Ideally, a truck will move forward to

20

collect a new container to depart with.

21

always work that way.

22

empty.

23

container.

24

can take.

It doesn’t

Sometimes they will leave

Sometimes they will come empty and collect a

25

So there's different permutation that that

Once the truck is loaded or has
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1

completed what it needs to complete within the

2

facility, it will move to the out gate.

3

will repeat the same process that it went through as

4

it entered.

And so it

5

It'll go through an inspection portal

6

where photos will be taken of all the equipment as --

7

and capture the condition of the equipment as it’s

8

leaving the facility, will then move to the biometric

9

gate where the fingerprint will be provided again, and

10

all of the information of the departing container or

11

that departing truck will be transmitted to CN so we

12

understand what has left the facility.

13

The truck will then use the 1.7

14

kilometre access road again to access Britannia Road

15

and then, from there, go to its final destination.

16

So you saw in that video what I

17

described as reach stacker cranes.

18

this equipment would be a gantry crane.

19

have noted in Halton -- you will have noted that

20

Halton Region has suggested we consider rail-mounted

21

gantry cranes.

22

An alternative to
And you will

RMG cranes are the large 100-foot high

23

cranes you may have seen in photos at coastal ports.

24

CN does not use RMG cranes at any of our intermodal

25

facilities across our network.
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1

That is primarily because we cannot

2

effectively serve our customers using RMGs.

3

allow stacking of containers higher and deeper.

4

is a process known as densification.

5

practice means retrieving the container takes longer,

6

so the amount of time a truck waits in the terminal is

7

longer.

8
9

RMGs
This

But that

While it may suit some terminals with
rail operations, it’s not the preferred methodology

10

when you have -- when you also have a major trucking

11

component in your operation.

12

And last week, you heard what delays

13

in picking up goods means for our business and for our

14

customers, so we use reach stackers and we designed

15

our facility accordingly, with wheeled storage on

16

short stacks.

17
18

Well, wheeled storage and short
stacks.

19

This allows to us serve our customers

20

and the trucking community as quickly and how they -–

21

and how they demand it from us.

22

So on that, I will turn it back over

23

to Mark, who will run you through the next portion of

24

the presentation.

25

MR. LERNER:
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1

Okay.

So for this part of the

2

presentation, I’m going to describe some of the key

3

inputs we used in developing the terminal design, and

4

you can see those on the left side of the screen.

5

I’ll just walk through them briefly.

6

So

The market forecast is where we

7

forecast our customers' growth projections in the

8

future and how will they specifically impact CN

9

container volumes in southern Ontario.

We also look

10

at customer requirements.

11

we service many different segments in the marketplace

12

and we need to understand their current and future

13

needs.

14

As we’ve mentioned before,

The proposed Milton Logistics Hub will

15

be part of CN’s overall network, so we need to

16

understand how this will interact and be integrated

17

into our overall operating plan.

18

designed to create a fluid and reliable supply chain.

19

At the end of the day, we’re trying to serve our

20

customer.

21

This plan is

For capacity requirements, what we do

22

is based on our future growth opportunities and our

23

customer requirements, we need to determine the

24

terminal’s capacity and understand how the different

25

elements within the terminal interact with each other.
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1

And finally, alternative means, we

2

look at the options for the different major components

3

of the project, and Darren mentioned one in terms of

4

the gate entrance.

5

All of this analysis was supplemented

6

with an independent evaluation of the market forecast

7

as well as an independent modelling assessment that

8

determined the design terminal capacity, which you'll

9

hear about shortly.

10

As I mentioned in the opening,

11

capacity is not necessarily equal to demand.

We heard

12

from the ports on Friday share all their capacity

13

expansion plans.

14

Although this is good and necessary to

15

have a strong supply chain, building capacity does not

16

necessarily create demand.

17

developing our forecasts, and not just for intermodal,

18

but for all of our business.

19

At CN, I’m responsible for

And I want to take you through the

20

process we look at on how demand is actually

21

determined, and we take two approaches.

22

what we call bottom-up and a top-down approach, and

23

I’ll take you through each of these.

24
25

We look at

For the bottom-up approach, we
basically start from our customers and start building
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1

brick by brick what the demand is.

2

we’ll look at each customer’s segment.

3

about our international domestic.

4

of starting to segment it.

5

those segments, we break it down even further to

6

understand which customers are in it, how much they

7

want to grow, what are their needs.

8
9

So for example,
You heard

That’s a good way

And then from each of

So this is a direct relationship with
the customer.

We sit down with them.

We understand

10

what do they want to ship, specifically, though, from

11

what origin, where they started from, what destination

12

do they want to go to.

13

We need to understand what equipment

14

type they want to move.

15

are the trends for this customer.

16

We need to understand what

So we have, for example, contracts

17

with customers where we know there's going to be

18

growth in it.

19

exposed once they expire.

20

strategies for different markets where we know we

21

might grow or shrink.

22

We know some of them are going to be
We have different pricing

Market share is extremely important.

23

There are some areas where we have low market share

24

where there's ability to grow, but there's some areas

25

where we have higher market share where we’re exposed
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1

to loss.

2

And as well with these customer

3

trends, we need to understand what is the different

4

service required for each of these customers.

5

So we go through this iterative

6

process with the customer to determine what they

7

actually want to move and where they want to move it

8

to.

9

Then we overlay it with a competitor

10

analysis.

11

competitors that we have to contend with in the

12

marketplace.

13

geographic market or the customer segment we’re

14

operating in, we have to look at what are the

15

different strengths and weaknesses of these customers

16

–- of these competitors.

17

Unfortunately, we have very strong

And what we do is based on the

So are there areas where we think we

18

might be able to grow or are there areas where a

19

competitor is firming up where we might be exposed and

20

start seeing weaknesses?

21

sides of the equation because, unfortunately, we just

22

can’t get everything the customers are giving us.

23

So we have to look at both

And what I'd like to take you now is

24

just through a brief example to show how this actually

25

plays out in real life and the important factors that
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1

we take into account.

2

So on Friday, we heard from several of

3

the ports associations.

4

the capacity being built at the coasts.

5

the high-level economic projections.

6

There was a customer about
And some of

This provides a really good starting

7

point for the forecast, but understanding port

8

expansion plans are useful.

9

the resiliency of the gateways.

10

They allow us to evaluate
However, it does not,

as I mentioned, always translate into CN volumes.

11

So if we use, let’s say, the Port of

12

Vancouver as an example, if we’re trying to determine

13

what is the forecast out of the Port of Vancouver, we

14

will approach the actual steamship lines, not the

15

ports, that are going to be calling on the actual

16

port.

17

And we’ll work with all the steamship

18

lines and they work in these alliances and we’ll

19

understand what service they want to provide, so maybe

20

they’ll go to Vancouver and Seattle-Tacoma and LA-Long

21

Beach, just to understand the string that they call

22

them, and we also have to understand the size of the

23

discharge, how many containers do they expect to

24

discharge at that port.

25

So if we look at Vancouver as an
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1

example, Vancouver large market to large destination

2

market.

3

discharging that will be consumed in the port’s

4

capacity will be consumed locally.

5

market just takes a lot of containers.

6

in that case, it will not move on CN.

7

So many of these containers that they plan on

So the Vancouver
And obviously,

Then what we look at is what is the

8

remaining destinations that they want to serve.

9

for CN, obviously, we’ll look at Alberta,

10

Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, the

11

Maritimes, also look at the U.S.

12

freight out of Vancouver to the U.S., to Chicago,

13

Detroit, Memphis, Jackson, those type of areas.

14

So

We move a lot of

There might be other freight that they

15

intend on discharging that we just don’t serve those

16

locations, so we have to basically disregard that.

17

Now, even though we serve these

18

markets and I explained earlier we have some very

19

tough competitors in terms of truck, CP and the U.S.

20

railways as well, not all of this business will go to

21

us.

22

So for example, on Friday, COSCO gave

23

a presentation about their imports into Vancouver.

24

Well, when they discharge in Vancouver to Ontario,

25

some of it goes on CN today and some of it goes on our
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1

competitor.

2

you will.

So it kind of starts to get cut up, if

3

As well, and I mentioned this in the

4

first day in the project overview, the U.S. railways

5

also serve Canadian markets.

6

serves Vancouver can also discharge in Seattle or,

7

let’s say, LA-Long Beach, and then it’s railed up or

8

trucked into the Canadian market.

9

happen today.

10
11

So the vessel that

And this does

So again, the way that the freight's
going to move will change.

12

So what we do, as I mentioned earlier,

13

is we talk to the customers, we get specific origin

14

destinations.

15

and then, more importantly, we understand what our

16

competitors are doing, where we’re exposed in market

17

share, and that’s how we build the forecast.

18

We understand where our strengths are

So it’s like brick by brick, we start

19

from the bottom up, and we do this in other markets,

20

our domestic shipping markets as well, until we arrive

21

at an overall forecast and, specifically, how many

22

containers will move on CN in southern Ontario.

23

So you start with a high level kind of

24

approach and then you funnel it down to what is,

25

realistically, we think we can move.
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2

So that’s one approach we use, which
is the bottom up.

3

We also use a top-down approach.

We

4

kind of give a reality check and we look at some of

5

the larger economic projections out there.

6

there's some very good one that give you a sense for

7

where intermodal's going to go.

8
9
10

Real GDP.

And

We don’t look at services,

obviously, because we don’t move them, but we look at
the long-term projections of real GDP.

11

We spoke at quite length at the

12

population growth, and that drives intermodal.

13

look at long-term growth for population.

14

So we

We also look at different sector

15

projections.

16

finished vehicles produced, certain commodity prices

17

within certain products that we move that will impact

18

the flow of goods.

19
20

So there could be housing starts,

Two other points I note that we do
look at are fuel and exchange rates.

21

Fuel is very important.

As fuel

22

prices go up, rail becomes more desirable than truck,

23

so we see more growth.

24
25

And as exchange rates change, it
impacts the flow of trade.
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1

between Canada-U.S. or Asia or Europe, that also

2

affects the overall trade patterns.

3

So we start from the bottom up.

We

4

do, if you will, a reality check, looking from the

5

outside in, the top down, and then we converge on what

6

would be our long-term forecast.

7

So through this analysis, we've

8

determined that by 2040 we see a range of between 1.6

9

and 1.8 million containers arriving on CN in southern

10

Ontario.

11

Now, ultimately, an inland rail

12

intermodal terminal provides a service to customers.

13

That’s what it does.

14

that dictates the design requirements of the terminal.

15

And the customers are the one

So the goal of the terminal is to get

16

the containers in and out as quickly as possible or on

17

the train, turn the trucker as fast as possible within

18

the terminal, and to overall support and be integrated

19

with the rest of the supply chain.

20
21

And we heard about it on Friday, how
important that is.

22

So it’s not on an island.

It actually

23

interacts with all the different components that we

24

serve.

25

This is not a port.
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1

our direct customers, which require a different level

2

of service and a different operation.

3

So a port, for example, as we heard on

4

Friday, may wait a couple of days for a delayed vessel

5

to serve it and, you know, there's these big vessels

6

coming in.

7

offload them as quick as possible.

8
9

They're bigger and bigger and they have to

And we also heard about dwell time
last week.

So an acceptable dwell in the port

10

industry is three days.

11

good.

12

stakeholders on Friday.

Like three days is considered

And we've heard it echoed by several of the

13

However, this is not the same as an

14

inland intermodal terminal.

15

rail facility has to respond in real time to peaks and

16

valleys.

17

A domestic intermodal

And just for an example, UPS, as I

18

mentioned, is one of our customers.

19

gate, they could have 50 packages in the container.

20

And if that load has to be in Moncton in two days, you

21

can’t sit for three days in the terminal.

22

will just disappear.

23

So when they in

The freight

It doesn’t -- the way customers switch

24

is they just pick up the phone.

25

that hard to switch carriers if you want, so we have
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1

to provide that service.

2

So it’s an entirely different model

3

of, a port rail facility versus an inland rail.

4

a lot more service sensitive, and that’s really what

5

we’re trying to design here.

6

It’s

The inland rail intermodal terminal is

7

also part of a complex overall network.

8

act seamlessly and to be integrated with all the other

9

–- bless you -- with all the other components of CN’s

10

It needs to

operations.

11

It helps support our overall supply

12

chain model.

13

don’t just consider the components within the

14

terminal, but we have to understand how they interact

15

and respond to the network and the fluctuations that

16

may occur within our overall network.

17

So when we’re designing a terminal, we

And Madam Chair, I think this might be

18

a good time to address the fifth undertaking that we

19

were speaking of in terms of you were asking where

20

would the containers come from and where would they go

21

to since we're talking about the overall network.

22

So the way we did this is we looked at

23

all of our traffic movements and determined what

24

origins and destinations would work best.

25

So I’ll give an example.
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1

traffic that’s coming from the U.S., from Chicago,

2

Detroit, that currently runs through Milton and goes

3

to Brampton.

4

that, if we terminated in Milton, will reduce the rail

5

transit time to get to the final destination and

6

approve the overall level of service.

7

shorter distance closer to market.

8
9

So this is a logical segment of traffic

It’s just

So this is a logical selection of
traffic, which is our Chicago-Detroit-Toronto, and it

10

goes to Montreal as well after that.

11

corridor that really fits into the Milton Hub in terms

12

of where it’s located.

13

So that’s a

Other factors that we looked at, and

14

Darren brought it up earlier, is we need a reliable

15

train service to get in and out of that terminal and

16

because it's main line served.

17

And if we look at, for example, our

18

Halifax-Moncton-Montreal-Toronto service, that’s

19

probably one of our most reliable trains on the

20

network.

21

like that into a terminal.

22

So it’s a good candidate that we put a train

In addition, when we look at the

23

overall profile of that traffic, the volume that we

24

have there and that we’re projecting fits well with

25

what the design parameters of the terminal are.
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1

in addition, I may add, the balance of the freight

2

that goes eastbound and westbound is almost balanced.

3

So why is that important?

When the

4

train comes in from Halifax to Milton, it brings in

5

the equipment that’s going to be reloaded going back.

6

So if you need the same amount coming in as going

7

back, it’s very efficient for us.

8

And finally, the other nice thing

9

about combining these two different trains is, if

10

there's traffic that’s going from Halifax to Chicago,

11

it gets into Milton, it gets transferred to the train,

12

it goes straight to Chicago.

13

So this is a –- for several reasons,

14

is an excellent example of how we could create a

15

resilient, reliable supply chain that satisfies the

16

customer needs that we’re talking about.

17

I'd like to give you an example of

18

maybe what’s not a good piece of traffic, or maybe not

19

as desirable, might be a better way of saying it.

20

We heard a lot about the influx of

21

traffic coming in over the west coast ports.

22

you heard, there is some fluctuations in terms of

23

service that’s happening at the port, and we want to

24

make sure that the train that’s serving Milton is

25

reliable.
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1

So with that amount of variability and

2

also factor in we have to go from British Columbia,

3

there's a lot of miles to get to Toronto, it does

4

create a little bit more variability than if you're

5

going, say, from Montreal to Toronto or Chicago to

6

Toronto.

7

you will, in terms of getting into the terminal on

8

time.

So there's a little bit more reliability, if

9

In addition, the balance that we see

10

coming out of the ports isn’t balanced like we see

11

coming out of the Maritimes.

12
13

So that would be an example of maybe
an origin or a destination that doesn’t fit.

14

As Darren mentioned, just getting back

15

to the remaining points on the screen here, train

16

schedules are important.

17

This is main line.

We have to look at the entire network

18

and how the terminal interacts with the overall supply

19

chain.

20

and out.

So it’s got to have reliable service coming in

21

This terminal is going to support

22

marine port schedules.

23

they have something called an export cutoff.

24

to get the export load at the port before this cutoff

25

if it's going to get on the vessel.
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1

you wait a week until the next vessel shows up.

2

So we've got to ensure that we’re --

3

again, we're part of a network.

4

deliver a service.

5

We’re trying to

This is key.

We look at other potential bottlenecks

6

in the network that may impact the service.

7

at the peaking.

8

of peaking in our network.

9

We look

There's daily, monthly, annual type

Seasonality is critical.

You know, as

10

we say, railroading's an outdoor sport and in the

11

winter it gets pretty tough sometimes, so we have to

12

factor that.

13

And also, importantly, we have to look

14

at our passenger rail service because we do provide a

15

rail service to our passengers and we can’t just have

16

trains coming in and out of the facility interrupting

17

that service that is relied on.

18

So once we understand the forecast and

19

our customers’ commitments, we need to determine what

20

capacity is needed.

21

annual design capacity for the terminal was determined

22

to be 450,000 annual containers, putting us on the

23

high end of our forecast.

24
25

And based on our analysis, the

So the following components that I
show here are evaluated to determine how they could
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1

collectively deliver not just the volume, but the

2

service that we're trying to deliver to our customers.

3

That, at the end of the day, is what we’re trying to

4

produce here.

5

So you know, here's the different

6

components, and Darren did mention them in his

7

presentation.

8
9

For the rail, you know, we look at the
number and the length of both the pad and the service

10

tracks.

11

equipment from the train to the truck to staging

12

areas, and this is –- we don't consider it storage.

13

It’s staging because it's got to move.

14

and the reach stackers, we find, are the most flexible

15

to deliver the service we want.

16

We talk about the loading and unloading

And we've -–

In terms of staging, Darren mentioned

17

wheeled and grounded.

18

there are wheeled containers, so that’s a container

19

just sitting on a chassis.

20

What you see in that picture

What’s great about that is a truck

21

comes in, it’s called -- it's bobtailed.

22

nothing attached to it.

23

leaves.

24
25

There's

It connects to it and it

That’s it.

It’s in and out.

So it

doesn’t have to wait to get a container that might be
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1

buried in a pile to come out, find a good working

2

chassis, put it on and then go.

3

So it's very quick.

And in terms of access, we have -- we

4

look at our gates, our roads.

5

rail lines, how they're parallel and they allow

6

flowthrough and access to both sides of the terminal.

7
8

Darren talked about the

It minimizes the number of train
movements to be separate.

9

So these are just some of the major

10

components that we look at when designing the

11

terminal.

12

For the alternative means, we look at

13

different major components of the project and consider

14

alternative locations and design options for the

15

project.

16

not going to go through all of them right now.

17

could answer questions, if you like, later.

18

The following are just some examples.

I'm
We

But Darren, for example, spoke earlier

19

about the alternatives for the gate entrance and the

20

process that we went through in determining it.

21

we've done so for each of the components over here.

22

So I'd like to summarize.

And

CN has

23

conducted an internal market forecast and we project a

24

volume of 1.6 to 1.8 million containers by 2040.

25

After assessing our capacity needs, we
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

689

1

determined that a terminal design of 450,000

2

containers was required.

3

trucks daily in and out of the facility, and the

4

calculations to determine this amount are found in

5

IR-2.30.

6
7

I'd like to take a moment to make an
important point.

8
9

This translates into 800

The Halton Municipality has suggested
that a higher number of trucks can be processed

10

through this terminal.

11

terminal cannot run at a higher output at the required

12

service levels.

13

I can tell you that this

The objective of the terminal is to

14

get the containers in and out, is to get the truckers

15

to move as quickly as possible and to support our

16

entire supply chain.

17

containers at the terminal, we end up sub-optimizing

18

the entire supply chain.

19

terminal.

20

If we try maximize the

That’s not the goal of the

We’re not building a warehouse.
If you take, you know, a simple

21

example, right now in Ontario, it’s strawberry season.

22

They're coming off the field.

23

them to get them on the shelves, obviously.

24

counts for them.

25

They –- Loblaws needs
Every day

So when we get -- they're -- you don’t
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1

see the farmer stacking them in these major warehouses

2

and these aisles and then eventually getting to them.

3

It’s the same thing in the terminal.

4

to put them in piles.

5

of the facility, we have to get them to the grocery

6

store, and that’s how we keep our business.

7

how it’s designed.

We're not going

We have to get them in and out

So that’s

8

By trying to squeeze more containers

9

through the terminal, we generate downstream impacts

10

to our network and our level of customer service.

11

Late trains result in congestion, which has other

12

downstream effects in terms of availability of crews,

13

power and equipment.

14

Late trains, as I mentioned, for

15

ports, we miss export cutoffs as well as late train

16

arrivals for inland to make different appointments.

17

The customer service at the inland

18

terminal as well gets affected in terms of train on

19

time, departure and arrival.

20

Container left behinds is the

21

container's there, it's ready to go on the train, it

22

doesn’t get on the train.

23

for us in the domestic business.

24
25

That is like a cardinal sin

And as well, we talked about truck
wait times.
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1

So you have heard from our customers

2

and CN talk about service and timeliness.

3

business model.

4

This is our

If our only goal was to put as many

5

containersin to a terminal as possible, service would

6

suffer.

7

eventually they’ll just stop coming.

If we ignore what our customers want,

8

So next I would like to introduce Mr.

9

John Martin, who will take us through his independent

10

assessment of the forecast of our market demand.

11

Following him will be Mr. Cairns, who will walk you

12

through his independent evaluation of the terminal

13

design capacity.

14

Mr. Martin.

15

DR. MARTIN:

Thank you, Mr. Lerner.

16

And good morning, Madam Chair and Review Panel

17

Members.

18

My name is John Martin.

I am the

19

founder and President of Martin Associates, which I

20

founded in 1986.

21

economist for the Transportation Consulting Division

22

of Booz Allen Hamilton, and I've been doing this for

23

about 45 plus years.

24
25

Before that, I was a senior

During that time period, conducted
about 1,700, 2,000 economic market feasibility studies
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1

for terminals, sea ports, et cetera, and our studies

2

are oftentimes used throughout that time period by

3

various agencies in the United States, ranging from

4

the Federal Reserve Board to the Council of Economic

5

Advisors to the -- to various presidential

6

administrations.

7

I have a PhD in economics and Master

8

of Philosophy and a Bachelor's degree in economics.

9

All I know is economics, so.

10

When we were asked to look at the

11

forecast evaluation for the -- southern Ontario and

12

for CN in particular, what we looked at was specific

13

rail traffic.

14

Mr. Reynolds, the origins, destinations, et cetera, we

15

were able to look at their historical flows of traffic

16

to and from origins and destinations.

17
18

As you heard Mr. Lerner talk about, and

We split those forecasts into
international and domestic moves.

19

On the international moves, we were

20

able to look at the actual trains moving in and out of

21

southern Ontario historically from 2008 to 2018 into

22

southern Ontario from each of the ports that serve the

23

southern Ontario market to and from those markets.

24

And we were then able to establish what we call a

25

regression model statistical analysis that explained
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1

the volume of flows by train from each of the

2

individual ports in and out of southern Ontario.

3

that relationship was -- explained 98 percent,

4

literally, of the variation of the volumes that have

5

flowed to and from southern Ontario during that time

6

period.

7

And

That’s very important because then we

8

were able to use the forecasts you heard the ports

9

talking about, their capacity forecasts, their demand

10

forecasts, et cetera.

11

publicly-vetted forecasts that is they use for their

12

projects.

13

expansion, the Montreal Contrecoeur expansion, et

14

cetera.

15

The ports establish

You heard about the Prince Rupert

It would use those forecasts then and

16

derive the future levels of international traffic in

17

and out of southern Ontario on CN –- on CN traffic –-

18

on CN rail.

19

Then for the population -– for the

20

domestic, we looked at those strong relationships

21

between population in the greater Toronto area and the

22

origin and destination flow of domestic flows.

23

then able to, again, establish forecasts that were

24

done by the United Nations, the World Bank and Census

25

Canada to develop the long-term projections for the
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1

domestic.

2
3

So we estimated international as well
as domestic.

4

And the results are shown in the

5

volume -- exhibit -– the -- I guess I call them the

6

orange -– not sure what colour they are.

7

the original or the actual flows that have occurred

8

between 2008 and 2018, both domestic and

9

international.

10

Orange are

And then the purple moves from 2018

11

through 2040, are the projected both international and

12

domestic.

13

driving the growth in projections.

And you can see the international growth is

14

And what’s important to understand is

15

that, as you can see, at the very end in 2040, our

16

numbers are about 1.7 million container moves in and

17

out of southern Ontario, which are very consistent

18

with the 1.6 to 1.8 million container moves into

19

southern Ontario projected, as Mr. Reynolds -- Mr.

20

Lerner had spoken to.

21
22

With that, I will turn it over to Mr.
Cairns.

23

MR. CAIRNS:

24

My name is Andrew Cairns.

25

Mott McDonald.
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1

practice in North America.

2
3

I guess I’ll turn that.

There we go.

Sorry about that.

4

So we've got about 3,000 staff in

5

North America and about 16,000 worldwide, and we

6

provide infrastructure planning, design for all types

7

of projects, including ports and terminals around the

8

globe.

9

Personally, I have 30 years'

10

experience in the industry in planning, design,

11

inspection of port and intermodal facilities around

12

the world.

13

And with that -- so we were tasked to

14

do an independent evaluation of the design capacity of

15

the inland rail intermodal terminal at Milton.

16

So what is design capacity?

So design

17

capacity is the number of containers that can go

18

through that terminal sustainably and operate

19

efficiently.

20

And why is this important?
Well, design capacity is just one

21

component of the planning process.

22

explained, they looked at what the demands and looked

23

at what their needs were, so it’s important to

24

evaluate your design capacity so you can see that

25

you've met those needs.
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1

So it’s very important in contributing

2

to the design process.

3

meet the throughput, but it has to meet operational

4

requirements, so what are the customer needs.

5

there's certain requirements that the customers

6

demand, so truck turn times and train schedules and

7

meeting that broader network.

8
9

And not only does it have to

So

So all that goes into what the design
capacity is.

You can’t just look at the piece of

10

property as a black box and determine what that

11

capacity is.

12

are.

You have to look at what those inputs

13

So how do we do this design capacity?

14

Well, there's a number of ways.

15

Spreadsheets have been used for many years and

16

computer models developed from those spreadsheets.

17

And then there's been a dynamic simulation model, and

18

this is what we do.

19

So in a simulation model, we’re really

20

looking at all the inputs and relationships, the

21

process, the outputs, and we look at all the

22

inter-related aspects of that terminal operation, so

23

it’s similar to the video that Mr. Reynolds showed.

24

All those little pieces along the route of the truck

25

and whether the truck is going to drop a box in the
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1

storage yard or go right directly to the train, how it

2

gets through the gate, all those different processes

3

are inter-related and we do a simulation of that to

4

really look at what the real-world operation will be

5

over a full year, 24/7, 365 days a year.

6

So one of those inputs, so traffic

7

into the terminal, very important, looking at what

8

those train availability, train schedules are.

9

traffic coming in, what are the times of day and how

10

many trucks come in at the various points during the

11

day, and then what happens in the yard, all those

12

processes that go in.

13

Truck

How does it know where to go to pick

14

up a box or drop off a box?

Where is a box going to

15

be staged?

16

the box have to go right on to the train?

Can it come right off the train or does

17

And then once those internal processes

18

are completed, what goes out of the terminal?

19

long has that truck spent in the terminal?

20

it process out?

21

get out of the terminal?

How

How does

Is the train meeting the schedule to

22

So that all goes into our model.

23

What model do we use?

24

We use an Arena

model.

25

So Arena, it’s a discrete event
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1

simulation model.

2

extensively peer reviewed.

3

at each one of those processes in an inter-related

4

mode and it runs the terminal and it simulates that

5

this terminal is run with all the different variables,

6

whether there's snow delays, whether a truck breaks

7

down and doesn’t arrive on time, whether the train

8

arrives on time or not.

9

It’s world recognized.

It’s

And it really -- it looks

So it takes all that variability into

10

it and simulates real-world events to get a

11

capacity -- an accurate capacity of the terminal.

12

And so there's various -– you know,

13

different types of models, so I explained spreadsheets

14

and computer models, and they may be static.

15

we use a dynamic simulation.

16

in all of those.

17

And then

So there's differences

You know, the first one I talk about

18

is linear versus inter-related.

19

process, you're looking at individual processes in a

20

linear fashion, not inter-related, not connected, but

21

what does that single component do, and then you look

22

at the other components.

23

So in a linear

Whereas in an interrelated model,

24

we’re looking at how one event may impact something

25

further down the line.
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1

So a good example of this is late

2

arrival of a truck.

3

pick up a box.

4

couple of things can happen.

5

stacker that was supposed to load that truck at a

6

specific time is either waiting around idly or it’s

7

off doing something else so when the truck arrives, it

8

has to wait on that reach stacker.

9

important those inter-related processes are looked at.

10

So truck's supposed to arrive to

Well, it gets to the terminal late, a
Either that reach

So it’s very

Now you talk about static versus

11

dynamic.

So static model really just takes one

12

snapshot in time.

13

okay, here's how many boxes are in this storage area

14

or how many boxes are on a train and it’s a point in

15

time.

We can do a calculation to say,

16

Whereas a dynamic model is going to

17

look at what happens throughout the day, throughout

18

the year, seasonally or, you know, it’s time dependent

19

and it changes over time.

20

And so a good look at this is, you

21

know, truck arrival times during the day.

22

in a static model we might have a figure of saying,

23

okay, the average truck arrival is, you know, 20

24

trucks an hour.

25

highway during rush hour, you don’t want to be on the
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1

road.

So trucks are going to avoid the gate at that

2

time.

So there's a little bit of a higher number

3

before rush hour, it drops off, then it picks up

4

during the day and then, you know, overnight, you

5

know, trucks don’t want to be out all night long so it

6

drops off again.

7

So a dynamic model will take in to the

8

variable conditions throughout the day in a dynamic

9

way.

10
11

And then the last is deterministic
versus stochastic.

12

Now, stochastic's kind of a big, fancy

13

word just to say variability or randomness.

14

all know that nothing is the same every day and

15

there's variability.

16

And we

So a –- our model will take into

17

account that variability, whereas a static model is

18

looking at one result, and it’s a specific result.

19

Now, you may put some factors or –- to

20

change that or to account for some variability, but

21

it’s not a real-world application with the models that

22

we use.

23

So looking at this, a good example of

24

a variable that we can’t control is during the winter,

25

when you have a snowstorm and a train is late, so we
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1

all know it’s going to happen.

2

going to be late.

3

and how is that going to disrupt the services?

4
5

You know, trains are

But when is that going to happen

So a dynamic simulation model will
take into account all that variability.

6

So when we build the model, we have a

7

number of inputs that go into the model.

There's, you

8

know, hundreds of steps that get put into here, into

9

the model.

10

So some of it is industry standards,

11

some are manufacturer specifications such as the OCR

12

gate.

13

you how much time it takes to get through there.

When you drive through an OCR gate, they tell

14

There's CN network requirements and

15

customer requirements.

16

their turn times that they need to make, what are the

17

train schedules that need to be made?

18

put in.

19

So talking with CN, what are

So that gets

And then we look at the operational

20

data, we analyze that.

21

the trends are and that.

22

We conform that to see what
And then we talk to staff.

And then what we do is we run it.

And

23

I could show a video of this, but it’s very confusing.

24

But this is the terminal, and when we run the model it

25

looks like a bunch of ants running around, trains
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1

coming and going, but it really runs the same terminal

2

for a whole year, 24/7, all day long.

3

And so the results of this model

4

really show that, sustainably, we can run 426,000 TEUs

5

per year and meet all the customer needs such as truck

6

turn times, train schedules and making sure we’re not

7

backing trucks at the gate.

8
9

And with that, I’ll turn it back to
Mr. Lerner.

10
11

MR. LERNER:

Thank you.

So -– where's

the -- thanks.

12

We have a few minutes left.

So I'd

13

like to start off by saying CN has looked at the

14

terminal design capacity, Mott McDonald has, and the

15

Halton Municipality has as well.

16

to be agreement that the design capacity is

17

approximately 450,000 containers and 800 trucks.

18

And there all seems

The Halton Municipality is claiming

19

that the capacity can be increased.

20

this is a realistic scenario.

21

We do not believe

We don’t feel that the analysis truly

22

addresses the customer requirements, and we also

23

understand, as was just demonstrated by Mr. Cairns,

24

that the project components are inter-related and that

25

trying to modify one will have an adverse impact on
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1

the service.

2

And again, the goal is to develop a

3

terminal that will support our supply chain and our

4

business model.

5

So simply put, if we ignore service

6

there won’t be containers to process in Milton.

7

customers won’t show up.

8

like what we call a cross dock, not a warehouse.

9
10

The

We need this terminal to act

The product has to flow through, and
it has to flow through as well as the trucks.

11

So just to conclude, CN’s forecast for

12

Ontario for containers arriving in southern Ontario

13

aligns with the independent evaluation that was done.

14

CN needs an additional capacity in Ontario of 450,000

15

containers.

16

We just heard the Arena simulation

17

confirms Milton Logistics Hub design capacity.

18

finally, the Milton Logistics Hub will provide CN's

19

capacity for the foreseeable future.

20

Thank you.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And

Thank you very much,

22

Mr. Lerner, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Martin and Mr. Cairns.

23

Appreciate your presentation.

24

We are going to take a break now.

25

Before we take the break, I just want
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1

to say something about the questioning process I

2

didn’t say earlier.

3

So when we come back, we will be

4

seeking questions from the registered participants.

5

It would help us for planning if you are intending

6

to -– would like to ask a question, if you could just

7

mention that to the secretariat so we know.

8

will come back.

9

But we

It will be -- Halton Municipalities,

10

we'll be asking for your questions first.

11

wanted to let you know that the Panel has decided that

12

we won’t be asking questions now of CN.

13

holding our questions until after Halton

14

Municipalities have made their presentation, and also

15

after the participants have asked their questions of

16

Halton, so we’re going last.

17

It is now close to 10:40.

And I

We will be

We will

18

take a 15-minute break, so that means we will be

19

coming back at five to 11:00.

20
21

I have to keep looking.
the addition correctly?

22
23
24
25

Did I make

Thank you very much.
--- Upon recessing at 10:37 a.m. /
Suspension à 10 h 37
--- Upon resuming at 10:54 a.m. /
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1

Reprise à 10 h 54

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:
session.

4
5

And Halton Municipalities, we welcome
your questions to the proponent.

6
7

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes.

Thank you, Madam

Chair.

8
9

We will resume the

So my name is Rod Northey on behalf of
Halton Municipalities, and I'm here with Natalie

10

Rizkalla-Kamel.

11

recorder and the court reporter, so I think we can

12

move forward.

13

And we've given our spellings to your

I'm going to start the questions,

14

Madam

15

Chair.

16

half an hour, but of course that depends on answers.

17

But I hope to move through this quickly, with your

18

permission.

I think we're going to be a total of about a

19

So what I thought I would ask is if we

20

could turn up the slide deck we started with today,

21

the project description slide deck, and I had a couple

22

of questions just about the animation that we saw,

23

Madam Chair, showing the train coming in.

24

some questions about that.

25

And I had

Should I just ask away or should we
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pull up -- can we pull up that deck?

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Are you asking

questions about the video itself?

4

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Do you need to show

6

the -– you don't need to show the video in order to

7

ask the question, do you?

8
9

MR. NORTHEY:

We could leave the video

alone.

10

Okay.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

12

long -- it's a video.

13
14

I will ask the questions -Because it’s a

We don't want to watch it all.

MR. NORTHEY:

I appreciate that.

All

right.

15

So it’s not in our deck.

The question

16

I have is when the train comes in to the terminal and

17

starts to do the decoupling, the first question is,

18

what tracks is it coming in on, and are those

19

tracks -- do those tracks extend north of Britannia

20

Road to the area beside the subdivision?

21

MR. REYNOLDS:

Thank you.

22

So Madam Chair, there are, as I said,

23

six tracks.

24

Road as far as Louis St-Laurent.

25

contained between Britannia Road and Lower Base Line.
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1

So it would be one more service track

2

and then the three pad tracks are obviously adjacent

3

to the pads.

4
5

And the train, to the second point,
could inbound or outbound on any one of those tracks.

6

MR. NORTHEY:

All right.

So just in

7

terms of the coupling movement, just to understand

8

better, the train that you showed us came in from the

9

south and then it went north to decouple.

10

Could I have a sense from you, for a

11

train of, let’s say, a 12,000-foot length, how many

12

times does the thing move back and forth, would it go

13

up above Britannia Road to get itself decoupled and

14

unloaded?

15

MR. REYNOLDS:

If I could just have a

16

moment, I’ll caucus with our team.

17

--- Pause

18

MR. REYNOLDS:

So Madam Chair, the

19

12,000 feet wouldn’t be the typical length of the

20

train going through, but a train coming into the

21

facility and then departing may make two or three

22

moves within the facility.

23

the long tracks.

And that’s the benefit of

24

MR. NORTHEY:

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

your question was very specific, was it not?

2

you just repeat that?

3
4

Times movements would

there be above Britannia Road.
THE CHAIRPERSON:

Above Britannia

Road.

7

MR. REYNOLDS:

8

moves.

9

three moves.

Typically two or three

That’s what I was referring to with the two or

10
11

How many --

MR. NORTHEY:

5
6

Could

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Definitely beyond

Britannia Road.

12

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yes.

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

14

MR. NORTHEY:

15

And I'm going to now turn to a

Thank you.

Okay, thank you.

16

different question area, and I wanted to go to -- you

17

had -- I think, Mr. Reynolds. you were covering this.

18

But Madam Chair, I was going to ask about the project

19

deck and the question of site alternatives.

20

And it seems -- I'm just going to ask,

21

we had one slide, slide 18 from the project deck this

22

morning, but in the overview deck, Madam Chair, from

23

last week, there were five slides dealing with

24

alternatives.

25

those five slides.
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1

It starts at slide 28.

And I spoke to

2

your secretariat, Madam Chair, in advance, so

3

hopefully we can turn this up.

4
5

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Northey, to begin?

6
7

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes, I could.

Which

slide are we at here?

8
9

Is it possible, Mr.

I have 28 showing something from Phase
1.

Oh, yes, here we go.

Okay.

10

So I’m not sure who to ask this of.

11

I’ll ask it through you, Madam Chair, and we'll see

12

which part of the team.

13

So I just wanted to confirm, when you

14

look at the five slides, 28 and 29, this slide is

15

really representing part of, I think, Phase 1 of the

16

site selection process, and so is the next slide,

17

dealing with the process of trying to identify

18

feasible sites.

Is that correct?

19

MR. REYNOLDS:

20

MR. NORTHEY:

21

Yes, that’s correct.
And then you have slides

30, 31, 32 and you move from Phase 1 to Phase 2.

22

And Phase 2 is not dealing with the

23

feasibility, but it’s dealing with the comparative

24

advantages of sites.

25

Milton-North Milton; right?
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1

MR. LERNER:

Is it possible that --

2

you're mentioning slides 30 or 32 -- that we could see

3

them?

4

MR. NORTHEY:

5

There's 30, I believe.

6

Milton.

7
8

There's 31, and 32 is North

So those are all part -- I was just
confirming those are part of Phase 2.

9
10

Yes, absolutely.

MR. REYNOLDS:

They're all factors

considered in the site selection analysis, yes.

11

MR. NORTHEY:

All right.

So the -–

12

these are summarizing something you provided to

13

everyone in Appendix F, and I wanted to ask some

14

questions about the specifics of Appendix F.

15

And there was a Figure 3 in Appendix F

16

that’s in the appendices and it’s a map -- a single

17

map, if we could turn it up.

18

because I think it’s the only map from the Cushman and

19

Wakefield report.

20

And it’s important

And I just want to confirm that's --

21

it’s a Stantec reference map, but I think it’s showing

22

something from what you call the land availability

23

study.

Is that right?

24
25

MR. LERNER:

If we could just have a

moment.
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1

MR. NORTHEY:

2

MR. LERNER:

3

Yes.
Thank you.

--- Pause

4

MR. REYNOLDS:

5

the land availability study.

6

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes, that figure's from

And so the middle part

7

of that shows a highlight in light blue, and I think

8

that’s highlighting the project site; right?

9
10

MR. LERNER:
the map a little closer.

11
12

It’s pretty small.

MR. REYNOLDS:

Sorry, Madam Chair.

I

was just trying to get a better view.

13
14

Sorry; just looking at

That generally reflects the location
of site, yes.

15

MR. NORTHEY:

All right.

And can you

16

just confirm, I think it's right, that the top end of

17

the blue is Britannia Road?

18
19

MR. REYNOLDS:

Again, Madam Chair, if

I could look at the figure.

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

While you're looking

21

at this, Mr. Northey, could you -- it would be helpful

22

if you told the Panel where -– what area you are

23

questioning on because obviously this is a slightly

24

slow process, this is not the presentation that we had

25

this morning, and you are referring back.
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1
2

I’m not necessarily opposed to that,
but it is slowing the process up.

3

MR. NORTHEY:

I'm sorry.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And also, we have

5

talked about trying to get questions to the point as

6

fast as possible rather than doing it step by step.

7

I won’t say it’s cross-examination, it

8

isn’t, but you know –- so can I just say that?

9

Perhaps you can tell us where this is going.

10

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes.

I was going to go

11

immediately from their answer to page 8 of Appendix F.

12

And the question was –- so let's just -- first of all,

13

is that right?

14

Is that the top end of Britannia Road?
MR. REYNOLDS:

15

blue line is Britannia Road.

16

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes, the top of that

So if we could now turn

17

it page 8.

Madam Chair, I am at the last of the

18

questions, so I apologize if it's taking a bit of

19

time.

I just wanted to get the details right.

20

So page 8 has criteria, Madam Chair,

21

that relate to when that study was doing.

22

were called screening criteria.

23

And they

If we turn it up.

And the one that I want -– there was

24

one I wanted to examine, which is at the bottom.

25

top bullet in 3 at the bottom of the page speaks to a
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1

bunch of exclusion criteria.

2

where the site was.

3

And we've just looked at

If you just focus down a little bit,

4

you see something referencing planned or designated

5

residential use located within 300 metres of the

6

corridor.

7

And I recognize that no one here today

8

is from this, the author of this study, but this team

9

has been reviewing this and you said, I think, in the

10

EIS that the EIS is relying on the findings of this

11

study; right?

12
13

It corroborates your finding,
something like that.

14
15

Is that right?

MR. REYNOLDS:
initial guide.

16

It was used as an

Yes, it was part of the study.
MR. NORTHEY:

All right.

So just

17

asking, do you have any idea, did you ever ask the

18

authors of this study how, on the basis of what we

19

just saw in that figure, this site wasn’t excluded on

20

the basis of this criteria?

21

MR. LERNER:

Sorry, Madam Chair.

22

we could have a moment to confer, please.

23

--- Pause

24
25

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Excuse me.

If

Before

you answer, could you just answer a quick question of
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

714

1

mine?

2
3

How is "corridor" defined in this
instance?

4
5

MR. REYNOLDS: Sorry.

Could you

repeat?

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

The bullet I’m

7

looking at talks about planned or designated

8

residential use located within 300 metres of the

9

corridor.

10

So I just need to know what the corridor is

in this instance.

11
12

MR. REYNOLDS:

Oh, corridor was our

main line. So our main line corridor.

13

So on that figure, what you would have

14

seen is a bunch of smaller boxes within those black

15

boxes, and that’s what the -- Cushman and Wakefield

16

had looked at.

17

So they took very small segments along

18

our main line corridor and they assessed 300 metres on

19

either side of that main line corridor to establish

20

whether or not there were any residential

21

neighbourhoods within those blocks.

22

South of Lower Base Line there's no

23

residential planned on either side of the main line

24

corridor, so they established it as not having any

25

residential within that block.
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1

Additionally, the terminal footprint

2

itself, so the terminal would be -- have a 300-metre

3

buffer from the residential north of the -- north of

4

Britannia.

5

MR. NORTHEY:

Sorry, Madam Chair.

6

terminal has a 300-metre buffer from north of the

7

terminal?

8
9

The

Could you possibly show me a figure
that shows that?

10

I haven’t seen one.

MR. REYNOLDS:

The pad area -- so the

11

pad area I’m referring to, so it was in the figure

12

shown earlier, is got a 300-metre buffer between

13

Britannia Road, plus Britannia Road itself represents

14

a buffer between the residential and the pad area.

15

MR. NORTHEY:

Next area, Madam Chair,

16

with your permission, I just wanted to go to the

17

question of site access.

18

And I’ll ask the team just to have a

19

slide -– you did provide some slides that showed the

20

site, several slides.

21

could show the Panel that shows where the specific

22

access point is to Britannia Road so we could ask some

23

questions about that?

24
25

But do you have a slide you

MR. REYNOLDS:

If you could just give

us a moment to caucus, we'll...
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1

--- Pause

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I’ll just observe

3

that it’s -- maybe you did, but it’s very -- this is

4

for everybody, if you're asking a question and you

5

want a slide or a map pulled up, the more advance

6

notice you can give, the faster the proceedings will

7

go.

8
9

MR. NORTHEY:
Chair.

I appreciate your point.

10
11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And you can ask

that --

12
13

I do apologize, Madam

MR. NORTHEY:

I did try to highlight

some of them.

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

15

MR. NORTHEY:

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I didn't catch them all.
Oh, no, I

17

understand.

18

secretariat because they're searching away there.

19
20

This happens.

Yeah.

But -- so speak to the

Anyway, yes.

Mr. Lerner and Mr.

Reynolds.

21

MR. REYNOLDS:

Madam Chair, Attachment

22

to IR-2.19, so Attachment number 2.

23

reference number 592.

24

that map, and I think that will help solve our

25

problem.
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1
2

That’s in the PDF page 197.
--- Pause

3
4

THE CHAIRPERSON:
you'd like to say?

5

Dead air is a little frustrating when

6

we have such little time.

7

question.

8
9

Is there anything

If you could start the

MR. NORTHEY:

I can because I think in

the discussion that we heard this morning, Madam

10

Chair, there was reference to the alternative

11

locations that were considered.

12

much.

13
14

Yes, thank you very

So the location here is shown in
green.

Is that right?

The green dot.

15

MR. REYNOLDS:

16

MR. NORTHEY:

That’s correct.
And you said earlier

17

that you went through a rigorous process of looking at

18

alternatives.

19

which is at page 30 of the EIS, you have the table you

20

were referencing doing the comparison.

21

And I think in Table 2.1 of the EIS,

And so my question is this.

When we

22

look at the alternatives that you compared, there were

23

five, and four of them were on regional roads and one

24

is a local road.

25

Is that right?

MR. REYNOLDS:
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1

moment to caucus.

2

--- Pause

3

MR. REYNOLDS:

There were two

4

entrances on Tremaine Road, there was one on Britannia

5

Road, one on Regional Road 25 and then one on First

6

Line.

7

MR. NORTHEY:

8

would be regional roads and one local road.

9

MR. REYNOLDS:

10

MR. NORTHEY:

Right.

So four of those

Correct.
And you were aware, as

11

of 2015, about the access guidelines to the region?

12

They were published in January 2015?

13

MR. REYNOLDS:

14

moment.

15

--- Pause

If you just give me one

16

MR. REYNOLDS:

17

were aware of those guidelines and the design

18

considerations from those guidelines was taken into

19

account when designing the intersection.

20

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes, Madam Chair, we

All right.

And my next

21

question related to that is that the same table shows

22

the consideration of the environment.

23

And were you aware at the time of the

24

region’s official plan showing a natural heritage

25

system?
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1

MR. REYNOLDS:

2

moment to confirm.

3

--- Pause

4

If I could just have a

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. Northey, I'm

5

sorry to keep interrupting, but, you know, I'd like

6

to -- I’m trying to make use of the time.

7
8

Am I right in thinking that your
presentation is going to address these issues?

9
10

MR. NORTHEY:

You mean by the Halton

Municipalities?

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

12

MR. NORTHEY:

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

14

MR.

15

Chair.

Yes, it is.
Yes.

So --

It already does, Madam

The presentation that is before you --

16
17

NORTHEY:

The access -- yes.

THE CHAIRPERSON:
it, so I do know that.

18

I know.

I've read

But -- okay.

So you see my -- I’m struggling a

19

little bit because we almost seem to be -- it would be

20

very helpful if we'd heard that presentation and then

21

this questioning.

22

But carry on as fast as you can.

MR. REYNOLDS:

Madam Chair, yes, we

23

were aware, and we took that into consideration.

24

There was a watercourse that cut

25

across, as I mentioned in my presentation, across each
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1

of the options.

2

MR. NORTHEY:

Well, Madam Chair, I

3

think since you have the presentation I won’t go

4

further than I need to.

5

But I did want to ask that –- were

6

they aware that the access -- preferred access goes --

7

is right in the middle of the natural heritage system

8

where it hits Britannia Road?

9

MR. REYNOLDS:

10

moment, I’ll confer.

11

--- Pause

12

MR. REYNOLDS:

If you'd give me a

Madam Chair, the gate

13

entrance as proposed is east of the creek in the area

14

and it’s directly across from the planned intersection

15

by the region, so it’s adding a fourth leg to the

16

three-leg intersection that would go into the

17

residential communities to the north.

18
19

MR. NORTHEY:

That really wasn’t an

answer to my question, Madam Chair.

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. Northey, I think

21

I would prefer and that it would be most helpful to

22

the Panel if we could pick this up after you have made

23

your presentation and told us your concerns about the

24

access with perhaps a better map than the one we’re

25

looking at and those kind of things.
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1
2

MR. NORTHEY:

That's fair enough,

Madam Chair.

3

Those are my questions.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

5

Those are your

questions.

6

Are there more questions from Halton?

7

MR. NORTHEY:

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9

Yes, there are.
Yes, okay.

Thank

you.

10

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

11

Madam

12

are going to be -- sorry.

Good morning,

Chair and members of the Panel.

13

My questions

Is it on?

My questions are related to capacity.

14

So I would like to start off by addressing some new

15

information provided in CN’s slides today.

16

CN had produced southern Ontario

17

forecast at slide 23 of their presentation on project

18

description.

19

The first time Halton Municipality saw

20

this information is when the presentation was

21

submitted despite asking for CN’s market forecast for,

22

I think, more than two and a half years now.

23

We would like to ask through the Panel

24

for CN to confirm if slide 23 is, in fact, new

25

information that was not submitted as part of their
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1

technical submissions.

2

MR. LERNER:

3

just have a moment, please.

4

--- Pause

5

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, if we could

Madam Chair, this was

6

referenced in the Mott MacDonald report submitted on

7

May 29 th .

8

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

The market

9

forecast was referenced in the Mott MacDonald report,

10

but the actual numbers were not given to the Panel or

11

the public.

12

information.

13

So we take the position that this is new

And so from there, we'd like to ask

14

for you to provide us the underlying report that

15

supports these numbers.

16

MR. LERNER:

17

have a moment, please.

18

--- Pause

19

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, if we could

Madam Chair, we could

20

provide a summary of the report that Mr. Martin has

21

prepared here regarding the southern Ontario forecast,

22

if that’s acceptable.

23
24

THE CHAIRPERSON:
to that, please?

25

What’s your response

Is that what you're looking for?

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:
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1

have a chance through our experts or the time to

2

really consider what these numbers mean and where they

3

come from.

4

really go through where these numbers came from and

5

how you achieved the 1.8, that would be helpful, and

6

we’ll see what we get.

So if the summary is detailed enough to

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

I think at

8

this point what we will do is we will ask for that

9

summary as an undertaking from CN, and -– so this

10

would be a summary of the report –- could you give the

11

title, please?

12

summary of which report?

13
14

The report which it will -- the

MR. LERNER:
forecast for CN.

15

Of the southern Ontario

Is that --

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

I believe it

16

would be the Martin and Associates report that’s

17

referred to in the Mott MacDonald --

18

MR. LERNER:

19

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

20

-- capacity and

estimate analysis that was submitted on May 29, 2019.

21
22

Correct.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

And when

would you be able to submit that, Mr. Lerner?

23

MR. LERNER:

24

doing it.

25

--- Pause
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1

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, we’ll

2

endeavour to get that report within a week, but if we

3

could just have a little bit of time, maybe, we might

4

be able to get it sooner once we start reviewing a

5

little more detail.

6
7

THE CHAIRPERSON:
date for the week?

8
9

Nobody said there would

July 2 nd , but we’re off.

10
11

I’m making you do the addition.

MR. LERNER:
be math.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

MR. LERNER:

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I’m hoping.
So July 3 r d or maybe

sooner.

15

MR. LERNER:

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

17

You're taking a

holiday?

12

14

Could you give me a

Yes.
And the undertaking

number is 9?

18

UNDERTAKING

19

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Eight (8).

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

21

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay, 8.

Thank you.

Thank you.

I just want to give

23

you a little heads up.

24

give -- it gives you about five more minutes.

25

Around 30 minutes does not

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL
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1

time.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

4

I will need more

than five minutes.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

need?

7

very -- it's going to be tight.

And what do you

We do need to -– I've said it's going to be a

8
9

And -- hmm?

So how about we say another 10 minutes
and then if you still have questions, believe me, if

10

we can’t fit you in now, we will try to find you a

11

time to ask questions.

12

So perhaps if you could ask the most

13

critical ones now and then talk to the secretariat.

14

do need to be able to get -– there are some other

15

people who wish to ask questions and we don’t have

16

unlimited time, and we used up a bit of it looking for

17

slides and silence.

18
19

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

I

I will do my

best.

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

21

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

22

Panel, we'd like to also request that CN provide us

23

with a list of all the new information that they have

24

in their presentation such as this one, and the

25

presentations to come, including the source.
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1

It’s a request just so that we are -–

2

we know what was not submitted as part of the

3

technical submissions that’s new.

4

disclosure of what that is.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

We'd like to have

Do you mean a list

6

of things that is going to be new in presentations

7

that haven't been made?

8
9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:
already submitted.

10
11

That have been

THE CHAIRPERSON:

That have been

already submitted.

12

MR. NORTHEY:

For example, Madam

13

Chair, there is this figure and then there's -- I’m

14

sorry.

I'm sorry, Madam Chair.

15

I just wanted to clarify.

There's a

16

presentation that will be before the Panel tomorrow

17

that references a peer review on land use and we have

18

no -- we've never seen a peer review of land use, so

19

we would very much like to see that.

20

And there seem to be a few of those

21

kinds of references scattered throughout these

22

presentations we've just received.

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Before I pass that

24

on to CN, I think it would be helpful to the process

25

if you wrote down a list and gave it to the
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1

secretariat which we can read –- read it into the

2

record.

3

that all right?

4
5

We can then see what we’re going to do.

MR. NORTHEY:

Is

That’s absolutely fair,

Madam Chair, yes.

6

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

And then could we

7

also –- we'd like to ask some direction from the Panel

8

of how we deal with -- going forward if the

9

presentations that have not already been submitted, if

10

the participants have to request leave to include new

11

information as part of their presentations that

12

haven’t been submitted yet.

13

Because my understanding was that all

14

technical submissions had to be in by May 29 th .

15

so there seems to be more technical information making

16

their way into the presentations.

17

And

And so can we have some direction on

18

how to deal with that on a going-forward basis with

19

presentations that have not been submitted already?

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And your question

21

refers to other participants’ presentations, not your

22

own presentation.

You are not talking about --

23

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

24

THE CHAIRPERSON:

25

The Panel will take that under -- that
613-521-0703
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1

question under advisement and after we've had a chance

2

to confer, we'll provide a response to that.

3

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

4

I’ll get on to capacity now.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

7

That would be great.
So last week I

know the Panel had several questions about capacity.

8
9

Thank you.

And before asking my questions on
capacity, I do have a few points that CN has said that

10

it would like to tie together with the market

11

forecasts that’s in slide 23.

12

the Panel to quickly go through those points before I

13

ask my question?

14
15

THE CHAIRPERSON:
ask the question?

16
17

I mean -They tie things

together.
I mean, I can go straight to the
question if --

20
21

Are they required to

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

18
19

Do I have permission of

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Why not?

Let’s go

to the question and then --

22

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

All right. So I

23

would like CN to explain how, if 450,000 containers is

24

the maximum design capacity for the Milton Logistics

25

Hub, and one –- they say one million containers at the
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1

Brampton inbtermodal terminal is their maximum.

2

also say that they'd like to bring the operation of

3

Milton and Brampton together to get Brampton to be

4

operating at an optimal operating efficiency, which we

5

presume to be less than one million.

6

They

So with one million or less at

7

Brampton and 450,000 containers designed for Milton,

8

how does CN plan to meet the 1.8 million container

9

market demand for southern Ontario in the next 20

10

years?

11

MR. LERNER:

12

there's a lot of assumptions and comments.

13

possible to get a specific question?

14
15

information provided there.
THE CHAIRPERSON:
I’m sorry.

18
19

Is it

I’m just -- there's a lot of

16
17

I’m trying to follow --

Could you provide --

Could you ask the -MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Sure.

These were

in some of my points before.

20

So the Milton Logistics Hub is

21

designed for 450,000 containers, is what you're

22

saying.

23

says that Brampton is -– will reach 100 percent of its

24

capacity by 2018.

25

Your strategic projections report from 2013

On slide 23 of CN’s presentation, it
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1

showed that in 2018 the containers per year were one

2

million containers, which -– which, I mean, maybe

3

that’s the question.

4

ultimate capacity at the Brampton intermodal terminal?

5
6

MR. LERNER:

I understand.

If we could just have a moment to
confer, please.

9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

10
11

Okay.

Thank you.

7
8

Is one million containers your

Okay.

MR. LERNER:

Thank you.

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, so to answer

--- Pause

12
13

to the question, the assumption that Brampton is a

14

maximum of one million containers is not correct and

15

that the combined capacity of both Brampton and the

16

Milton Logistics Hub will be able to handle the

17

projected forecast that we shared earlier.

18
19

So the capacity is not maxed at a
million as was stated or assumed.

20

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

I think we would

21

just like some clarity, then, on what the maximum

22

capacity of Brampton intermodal terminal is because

23

there's a lot of statements within CN's submitted

24

information that point to the fact that one million is

25

reaching capacity and that CN would like to bring that
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

731

1

capacity down for optimal operating capacity.

2

So if you can clarify what the both

3

maximum capacity at Brampton intermodal terminal is as

4

well as the optimal operating capacity, that would

5

help us with our math.

6
7

MR. LERNER:

Just

one moment, please.

8
9

Okay, thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Can I ask a question

of clarification, perhaps?

10

Are you asking –- is your point that,

11

because it’s been stated, if I’m correct, that some of

12

the containers will be diverted from Brampton to

13

Milton to bring Brampton’s operations down to a more

14

efficient and provide a better level of service, that

15

has the planning accounted for those containers that

16

are not new growth but will be diverted from one

17

terminal to another?

18

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

20

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Yes, I am getting

at that.

23
24

Is that what you’re

getting at?

21
22

Yes.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

Was that any

help, Mr. Lerner?

25

MR. LERNER:
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1
2

So the –- just a little just context.
People talk about reaching capacity.

3

Brampton, as you may or may not know,

4

was built in 1980, which was kind of the beginning of

5

when we were developing intermodal short 3,000-foot

6

track.

7

stitched together a footprint to handle the capacity

8

and it's grown over the years.

9

it's -- you know, it is approaching capacity.

10

So over the years we've kind of bolted on and

And we have said
It’s

not at maximum capacity.

11

We feel with the -- to your earlier

12

point with Milton logistics coming on and to transfer

13

some of that freight that I shared with you earlier

14

about certain origins and destinations, it’s going to

15

create some more breathing room in Brampton.

16

We haven’t really been able to do the

17

work we wanted to do, and the -- we’re talking about

18

just more organizational process work, that if we

19

could decongest it, get it -– room to do -– to

20

reorganize, that we could increase the overall

21

capacity within that terminal.

22

So it’s -- it’s necessary.

We haven't

23

had that opportunity since we've been growing at

24

Brampton.

25

This will afford us that opportunity.
MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:
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1
2

I’m going to move on to my next
question, just in the interests of time.

3

So during the hearing last week, CN

4

said after the Milton Logistics Hub reaches capacity

5

in 20 years they would explore other options to meet

6

the southern Ontario growing demand.

7

One of the options mentioned on page

8

119 of the transcript was that they may look at growth

9

in other terminals such as Montreal or west in Calgary

10

or Chicago.

11
12

I would like to ask CN through the
Panel some further questions on that.

13

I would like CN to clarify that one of

14

the possibilities that CN could consider in meeting

15

the southern Ontario growing demand could be upgrading

16

the Milton Logistics Hub with respect to design and

17

operations similar to the upgrades done at the

18

Brampton intermodal terminal within the project

19

footprint proposed by CN.

20

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, if we could

21

just have a moment to confer.

22

--- Pause

23
24

MR. LERNER:

Thank you for the time,

Madam Chair.

25

There are two questions, I believe, in
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1

there.

The first –- or I'll start with the second

2

one, can CN do the upgrades or perform the same

3

upgrades they did to Brampton to Milton in the future

4

to increase capacity.

5
6

The answer is no.

They are completely

different terminals.

7

As I mentioned before, Brampton was

8

literally one of our first intermodal terminals.The

9

design was not appropriate for the time and everything

10

we're doing in the Milton Logistics Hub is based on

11

what we've learnt.

12

So all the learnings, if you will, are

13

already in theres so there's nothing from Brampton we

14

would ever want to transfer, sorry, to Milton.

15

With respect to growing, say, in 20

16

years or the future, I don’t know.

17

will be in the southern Ontario market that far into

18

the future, I’m not sure.

19

we look at as we get closer, would it be further west

20

or east.

21

consider.

22

Where the growth

It’s something, you know,

You know, it’s something we'd have to

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Is another

23

possibility that CN could consider expanding the

24

intermodal beyond the project footprint?

25

MR. LERNER:
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1

speculating 20 years from now.

2

You know, it really depends on what

3

factors are in front of us at the time and where we

4

need to be.

5

see today.

6

to –- we'd or we'd look at whatever is needed to be at

7

the time, 20 years from now.

The demand or the -– could shift like we
So I mean, it’s something that we'd have

8
9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

I have a question

with respect to the Mott MacDonald report.

10

In Mott MacDonald’s report, they said

11

they modelled Vickerman and Associates Design

12

Enhancement Scenarios B and C and concluded that for

13

these scenarios the design enhancements would not

14

increase maximum terminal capacity of the site.

15

Mott MacDonald’s own modelling of its own maximum

16

theoretical capacity, it looked at increasing train

17

lengths only.

18

In

Through the Panel, I would like to ask

19

Andrew Cairns to tell us whether it was in the scope

20

of their work to look at ways the project site could

21

be upgraded by way of design or advanced technology

22

within the project footprint apart from a

23

consideration of market demand to see the maximum

24

ultimate terminal capacity of the Milton Logistics

25

Hub.
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1

MR. LERNER:

2

just have a moment, please.

3

--- Pause

4
5

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, Mr.

Cairns --

6
7

Madam Chair, if we could

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Lerner.

I've just got a little housekeeping matter.

8

MR. LERNER:

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

10

No problem.
Sorry about that.

Carry on.

11
12

Just a second, Mr.

MR. LERNER:

Mr. Cairns will respond

to that question.

13

MR. CAIRNS:

Thank you, Mr. Lerner.

14

Our scope did not include looking at

15

beyond the design and developing the design capacity

16

for the proposed terminal.

17

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

18

the maximum theoretical capacity, it was determined

19

that 620,000 -- 620,884 containers per year was the

20

maximum theoretical capacity, so I would like Mott

21

MacDonald to clarify that its reasoning for it only

22

being a theoretical number is because it would

23

compromise key elements such as time and cost

24

effective service within the design that the Milton

25

Logistics Hub was proposed to be.
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1

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, if we could

2

just have a moment to confer, please.

3

--- Pause

4

MR. LERNER:

Thank you.

Sorry, Madam Chair.

5

Would it be possible if you could please repeat the

6

question?

7

there.

There was a little confusion at the end

8

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Sure.

9

With respect to Mott MacDonald's

10

maximum theoretical capacity, I would like Mott

11

MacDonald to clarify that its reasoning for it being

12

only a theoretical number is because it would

13

compromise key elements such as time and

14

cost-effective service.

15
16

I'd like to understand if that was the
only reason why it was a maximum theoretical number.

17

MR. LERNER:

18

for the clarification.

19

--- Pause

20

Understood.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you

So while the

21

proponent is caucusing, I think it’s time that we

22

looked at the whole time question, the time

23

management.

24
25

I understand you have a lot of
questions and there's some frustration and the process
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1

is slow, and for good reason.

2

sort this out.

3

going to do this.

4

However, we’ll have to

We’ll have to figure out how we’re

I have two other people who have --

5

Mr. Canzona and Mr. Paquette who said that would like

6

to ask questions.

7

ask those questions.

8

which we would like to hear, and then we would need to

9

break for lunch.

10

I don’t know if they still want to
And we have your presentation

So we're going to have this reply and

11

one more question.

12

this process, if you feel that there's some really

13

critical questions you need to ask, you're not being

14

given the time -- let me say, the critical part is,

15

will it help the Panel in their work, if you can apply

16

that criteria, please -- criterion.

17

Dr. Heathcote.

18

I will then go to -– always, in

That’s for you,

That that would be great.
So answer, one more question.

I will

19

go to Mr. Canzona and Mr. Paquette or the other way

20

around and then we will ask for your presentation.

21

And who knows; maybe you will do your

22

presentation in 45 minutes, in which case you get to

23

keep that 45 minutes.

24

Okay.

25

MR. LERNER:
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1
2

Mr. Cairns will respond to the
question.

3

MR. CAIRNS:

Thank you.

4

So the answer would be no, it’s not

5

just on time and cost effectiveness.

It's just a lot

6

of complex issues.

7

maximum capacity depends on other factors that aren’t

8

necessarily determined or -- it’s theoretical of what

9

the train length would be, let’s say.

And the theoretical nature of the

10

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Okay.

Thank you.

11

So CN has said there's concerns with

12

the downstream effects of exceeding design capacity.

13

And they have acknowledged they are currently facing

14

these downstream effects now as Brampton intermodal

15

terminal is approaching or over capacity based on

16

shippers and truckers.

17

So CN has also asserted that it is not

18

building a warehouse and that the facility is designed

19

to reduce dwell time and align it closely to train

20

schedules.

21

We would like to know what extent has

22

CN projected current and projected warehouse capacity

23

in and around the Milton Logistics Hub.

24
25

MR. LERNER:

We have not done an

in-depth study of all the warehouse capacity available
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1

in the Milton region.

2

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Okay.

And as

3

part of supply chain, goods must be processed

4

somewhere.

5

would be processed?

If not at this facility, where would they

6
7

MR. LERNER:
what the question is.

8
9

I’m not sure I understand

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

I guess the

question relates to do part of your projections take

10

into account warehouse capacity, and if it’s not being

11

processed there, where will it be processed?

12
13

MR. LERNER:

Okay.

I think there

might be confusion in the analogy that I was making.

14

So what I said with regard to a

15

warehouse is that a terminal is not a warehouse.

16

don’t store containers there.

17

what we consider a cross dock where they come in and

18

they come out.

19

We

A terminal's more like

That was the reference I was making to

20

warehouse.

21

related to.

22

I’m not sure what this reference is

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

We may have some

23

follow-up questions to that now that we have your

24

answer.

25

Thank you.
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:
questions.

3
4

Thank you for those

Now, Mr. Paquette, you would like to
ask a question.

You're going to defer to Mr. Canzona.

5

MR. PAQUETTE:

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

7

so you still have a question after Mr. Canzona?

8
9

MR. PAQUETTE:

To go first, yes.
To go first or to -–

I do.

I have one

instead of the two.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

As you

11

should have been speaking into the mic, I will just

12

repeat that.

13

a question.

So Mr. Paquette is going to -- still has
Only one, instead of two.

14

So we will go to Mr. Canzona.

15

MR. CANZONA:

16

first.

Thank you for seeing me

I need to step out for a meeting.

17

Simple question about the number of

18

trucks.

19

all that; right?

20

You have my name, I assume, the spelling and

Simple question about the trucks.

I’m

21

trying to correlate how 450,000 containers corresponds

22

to 800 trucks per day.

23

out.

24

1,232 containers.

25

number of trucks?

I believe it’s 800 in, 800

Simple calculation, 450,000, five by 365 is
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1
2

MR. LERNER:

Thank you for the

question.

3

The actual math was laid out in

4

IR-2.30.

5

right in the way you started the math equation.

6

So what -– the one factor that -- you're

The next part is how many of those

7

containers are what we call through traffic that are

8

going through the terminal and how much are going to

9

be for local pick-up and delivery.

10

And in the IR, we said 65 percent is

11

going to be local.

So if you multiplied that by 65

12

percent, I believe it'll come out to 800.

13

MR. CANZONA:

14

MR. LERNER:

15

So 65 percent of the -Of the 450 divided by

365 --

16

MR. CANZONA:

-- 1232 is 800, okay.

17

So if 800 trucks are coming in with

18

containers and dropping them off, can we assume up to

19

800 -– those 800 trucks are leaving with full

20

containers for the perfect world?

21

MR. LERNER:

22

MR. CANZONA:

In the perfect world.
Since we don’t live in a

23

perfect world -- as you said this morning, there's

24

variability and seasonality -- can we assume some of

25

those trucks will be leaving without containers and
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1

some trucks will be coming empty of containers, which

2

means we're going to probably have more than 1,600

3

trucks because -- depending on how many containers we

4

have that day?

5
6

Make sense?
MR. LERNER:

I think we need a

blackboard.

7

So it is in the IR.

We do -- you are

8

correct.

So optimally, you want a truck in with a

9

container and to leave with a container.

10

MR. CANZONA:

11

MR. LERNER:

12

Right.
That doesn’t always

happen, but something we strive for.

13

So we have what we call a Carter

14

ratio, so the ratio of drivers to trucks that come in

15

and out.

16

I believe the –- we used the Carter

17

ratio of .81 as a worst-case scenario, and that was

18

modelled after Brampton Carter ratios.

19

there's a lot of math we're doing in our heads here.

20

And you know,

So in the IR, it lays out how each is

21

multiplied and also looking at peak, too, as well,

22

because that's another important.

23

So it does factor the peak, does

24

factor the Carter ratio, and when you do all that out

25

it comes out to 800.
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1
2

MR. CANZONA:
again?

3
4

MR. LERNER:

Two point three zero

(2.30).

5
6

And the IR number,

MR. CANZONA:

Great.

much.

7

MR. LERNER:

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9

You're welcome.
Thank you, Mr.

Canzona.

10
11

Thank you very

Mr. Paquette, would you like to come
forward?

12

MR. PAQUETTE:

13

I’ll get my question up here.

14

All right.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

So my question is around

15

site selection.

16

presentation early on, the first presentation, and the

17

presentation today using a model -- professional model

18

called the Arena model for some -– some -- and you

19

called it a world-renowned model.

20

You mentioned in -- I guess in your

And I thought that was interesting,

21

and I -– my question is, what world-renowned model did

22

you use for the site selection, and what did that

23

model look like?

24
25

MR. LERNER:

Thank you, Mr. Paquette,

for coming again.
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1

So just to clarify, the Arena model

2

was used to determine the terminal capacity, not a

3

site selection.

4
5

Just to -MR. PAQUETTE:

No, that’s fair.

But

I‘m just curious --

6

MR. LERNER:

7

MR. PAQUETTE:

No, I just --- did you use a

8

world-renowned model for the site selection, and what

9

did that look like?

10

MR. LERNER:

Understood.

Thanks.

11

MR. PAQUETTE:

12

MR. REYNOLDS: So there's no model for

Yeah.

13

the site selection process.

14

process, and it was undertaken by independent experts

15

who looked at the different factors that would feed

16

into, so those are the factors we described.

17

It was rather more of a

So it was more of an overall process

18

rather than a model that was used to determine the

19

site.

20

MR. PAQUETTE: So you say there are no

21

models.

22

models exist to –- for a site selection of a project

23

of this magnitude, or that you just didn’t apply one?

24
25

Are you -- is that your opinion, that no

MR. REYNOLDS:

Well, I’ll just confer

with the experts who did the work.
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1

--- Pause

2
3

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah.

So there's no

model that we're aware of specifically.

4

The process that we looked at or that

5

we used was -- followed the EIS Guidelines framework

6

or that process.

7

or that are within the site selection process are

8

often guided by different engineering criteria or

9

different guidelines to make those assessments, one

10

against the other, but there's no model per se that

11

we're aware of.

12

And the criteria that we looked at

MR. PAQUETTE:

So how can we -– how

13

can we keep you at task as a concerned citizens to

14

know that you've chosen -- you've done your due

15

diligence and chosen the right site by not seeing

16

weighting on your criteria or not being able to

17

duplicate your decision, coming to the same decision

18

you did?

19

MR. REYNOLDS:

So as far as the

20

weighting goes, there's some criteria that are

21

weighted one against the other.

22

kind of, if you will, a go/no-go kind of criteria,

23

right.

24

criteria.

There's some that are

It just doesn’t work if you have certain

25

And the rationale behind all of the
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1

criteria and the comparison between the different

2

sites that we did was out outlined in the EIS and then

3

supplemented in the different IR responses.

4

So I guess, I mean, we're -- it’s

5

fairly open and transparent in terms of all of the

6

criteria that we looked at and our rationale behind

7

each one and why the South Milton site was selected to

8

be the preferred option.

9
10

MR. PAQUETTE:

Okay.

Why can’t we

replicate –- come to the same answers as you, though?

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. Paquette, this

12

is stretching the definition of one question.

13

finish that question and take one answer.

14

MR. PAQUETTE:

Well, I'm just feeling

15

like I'm not getting the answer.

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

17

So just

That’s fine.

I

understand where you're going.

18

Just finish that question, quick

19

answer, please, and then I will -– we will need to

20

move on.

21

MR. PAQUETTE:

Okay.

22

MR. REYNOLDS:

Sorry.

23

What was the --

could you just repeat your last question?

24
25

Thank you.

MR. PAQUETTE:

Are you able to

provide -- like provide guidance to us or weighting or
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1

any -- are you able to provide us with the model that

2

you used to get to your decision for your site so that

3

we can see if -- as concerned citizens, if we get to

4

the same answer?

5

MR. REYNOLDS:

Sure.

And I think

6

maybe -- so IR-2.8 through 2.15 lays out the

7

rationale, so there were some questions on our process

8

and -- our processes and how we assess.

9

2.15 will provide that rationale and then within CEAA

So IR-2.8 to

10

section 6.1 and 6.2 provide, you know, the full

11

assessment, the original assessment that was done.

12

And so that -– that is the process.

13

So there's no model or outputs of a

14

model that we've done, so that’s really the rationale

15

that would be behind the decision.

16

MR. PAQUETTE:

Okay.

17

MR. REYNOLDS:

So if you want to read

18

through those and then perhaps we could clarify any

19

questions you have on that rationale that’s in those

20

IRs.

21

MR. PAQUETTE:

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

23

Thank you.

Thank you very much,

Mr. Paquette.

24
25

Okay.

So now we would be -– we are moving on
to the presentation by Halton, but let us take a two,
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1

three-minute break.

2

the room.

The Panel's not going to leave

3

Stand up, stretch.

4

pen that writes, and we'll be back in two minutes.

5

--- Recessed at 1155 / Suspendue à 1155

6
7
8

I need to find a

Suspension à 11 h 55
--- Resumed at 1157 / Reprise à 1157
Reprise à 11 h 57

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

10

with things –- well, I don’t know if they work.

11

they work.

12
13

I am now equipped
Yes,

So if Halton would like to come back
to the presenter's table.

14

Halton, this is the last presentation

15

of the morning.

16

see if we can do some catching up.

17

We will be taking a shorter lunch and

Halton, if you save us some time in

18

your presentation, that would be wonderful, but you're

19

not expected to.

20

PRESENTATION

21

MR. BENSON:

Good morning, Madam Chair

22

and members of the Review Panel.

23

means, try to get through our material rather quickly.

24

My name is Curt Benson.

25

We will, by all

I'm the

Director of Planning Services and Chief Planning
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1

Official for Halton Region.

I did present at the

2

general session, and so you have the spelling of my

3

name.

4

Today, the Halton Municipalities are

5

pleased to present information on the project design

6

capacity and operations as well as the alternative

7

means to carry out the project specifically related to

8

the site access.

9

We have split the presentation into

10

five main parts with a focus on, number 1, CN’s

11

proposed Milton Logistics Hub Terminal capacity and,

12

number 2, site access into the terminal as an

13

alternative means of carrying out the project.

14

We start with Mr. Vickerman, an

15

intermodal expert retained by the Halton

16

Municipalities, who will introduce himself and outline

17

his experience and expertise.

18

He will provide an overview of the

19

project assessment of its design capacity and

20

operations.

21

We will then go to Lisa De Angelis.

22

She is the Region’s Director of Infrastructure,

23

Planning and Policy who is responsible for the review

24

and issuance of entrance permits on the regional road

25

network.
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1
2

She will speak to the alternative
means as it relates to site access.

3

My role in the presentation will be to

4

summarize key points in the presentation and to relate

5

it to the key question and mandate of this Panel.

6
7

I will now ask Mr. Vickerman to
present.

8
9
10

MR. VICKERMAN:
say good morning.

Madam Chair, my notes

I am proud to say good afternoon to

you as the Chair, and members of the Panel.

11

I am John Vickerman, the President of

12

Vickerman and Associates, a firm specializing in the

13

development, planning and design of port intermodal

14

rail and freight logistics facilities worldwide.

15

is all we do.

16

That

That is our entire practice.
I have more than 40 years of

17

intermodal terminal experience in the freight

18

logistics market and I am proud to be here today with

19

you.

20

Registered Architect in 22 U.S. States.

21

deep-water general cargo ports in North America, I

22

have prepared the intermodal development strategic

23

plans for 67 of the 90 deep-water North American

24

ports.

I am a licensed Professional Civil Engineer and

25

Of the 90

A few of the major intermodal projects
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

752

1

I have been involved in include the port of Los

2

Angeles and Long Beach, 2020 plan.

3

Harbour Freight Strategic Development Plan.

4

of New York, New Jersey’s first intermodal rail

5

terminal called express rail.

6

The New York
The Port

And the port of Baltamore, Seagirt

7

intermodal terminal development, as well as several

8

inland port terminal planning projects, including the

9

first inland port at the Port of Virginia.

I was the

10

co-author and principal investigator of the first

11

USDOT federal highway analysis intermodal land side

12

access design manual for land side access to

13

intermodal facilities, which I believe is the first

14

intermodal design manual of its kind.

15

Thank you.

My primary contributions and my role

16

to the Halton Region have been focused on reviewing

17

the various CN documents and assisting the Halton

18

Region with submissions to the Review Panel, from an

19

intermodal rail terminal facilities planning, design,

20

operations, and capacity analysis perspective.

21

The last four bullets on the slide

22

that you see in front of you, relate to my focus on

23

establishing a maximum practical capacity and

24

sustainable practical capacity for the Milton

25

Logistics Hub, which I will refer to now as MIT, the
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1

Milton Intermodal Terminal analysis.

2

would for me?

3

Lisa if you

Thank you.
Two primary MIT attributes that I

4

discovered early in my analysis, I will address

5

shortly here.

6

intermodal rail terminals, the MIT layout is

7

relatively large and spacious.

8

the difference between MIT and the CN Brampton

9

Intermodal Terminal, which I will refer to as BIT,

Compared to many North American

The slide contrasts

10

from a total terminal development perspective.

11

documents state that the project hub will be built on

12

400 acres, which is the figure I used in my capacity

13

analysis.

14

CN’s

However, according to the Halton

15

Municipalities, the MIT is larger at approximately 437

16

acres, and BIT is also larger at approximately 262

17

acres.

18

this process.

19

reaching a maximum terminal capacity that may be over

20

1 million containers for its 262 acre facility.

And thus, MIT is 175 acres larger than BIT in

21

CN has reported that the BIT is

The second main point I would like to

22

draw your attention to is -- was introduced in my

23

March 2017 report, and relates to the nature of the

24

MIT and its functions and how it will function with

25

respect to BIT.
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1

selection study, it was determined that MIT would

2

function as a ”satellite intermodal terminal” to

3

accommodate future GTHA intermodal growth.

4

Subsequently, CN defined in its

5

response to IR 2.6, that MIT is now defined as an

6

independent terminal, and simply refers to MIT as a

7

“second smaller terminal” operating within the same

8

geographic market area as BIT, but on a smaller scale

9

although interconnected to BIT.

10

CN also said that, ”because of its

11

larger size and proximity to the current customer

12

base,” BIT will remain CN’s primary intermodal hub

13

within the GTHA area.

14

in the growing western market area for CN.

MIT will be a smaller terminal

15

Based on these two observations, I did

16

and still have some difficulty reconciling that MIT is

17

in fact the larger by size terminal, but according to

18

CN, will be the smaller terminal, in terms of their

19

overall operating strategy, which I will discuss

20

further.

21

This slide has some important

22

definition that is are applicable to port design,

23

project design, intermodal design, and the like.

24

one I would like to focus on is the last one, terminal

25

capacity.
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1

used for planning and design of intermodal facilities.

2

It is the determination of the capacity of terminal

3

features by assessing key terminal design components

4

affecting container movements and overall terminal

5

flow.

6

The determination of intermodal

7

terminal capacity, in my opinion, is independent of

8

forecasted market demand and intermodal container

9

forecast.

Market forces are relevant to terminal

10

facility needs, but do not play a role in determining

11

terminal capacity of an intermodal facility.

12

Next slide, Lisa, if you would for me.

13

Most of my work involves advanced

14

planning for intermodal freight facilities, well

15

before there is any detailed design, and specific

16

operational plans and operational data.

17

co-developer of a computerized intermodal terminal

18

planning module –- model, to determine the initial

19

terminal capacity called PRISM, Port Rail Intermodal

20

Simulation Model.

21

Los Angeles and Long Beach in their 2020 strategic

22

plan and has been employed over 200 times in the 30

23

years of the industry development that it participated

24

in.

25

I am a

PRISM was developed for the Port of

In this case, I have been asked to
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1

determine the terminal capacity of MIT, as proposed in

2

the CN documents.

3

parameters for MIT terminal operation, but had not

4

provided detailed specific operational data or market

5

information regarding MIT from the March 2017 -- my

6

first request for information -- through last month,

7

May 2019.

8
9

CN had determined general

I therefore determined that PRISM,
being a planning model, and an approximate model, was

10

the most appropriate approach to modelling the

11

terminal capacity with the information provided by CN

12

at the time.

13

You see in front you, and I have used

14

on a couple of the slides, a pipeline.

15

the PRISM model internally looks at a terminal and

16

views it as an analogous pipe, with the pipe valves

17

representing five different terminal operational

18

components with a linear pipeline representing the

19

overall intermodal terminal cargo flow.

20

through the pipe represents containerized cargo flow

21

and the overall pipe flow, or terminal capacity.

22

We look at and

The flow

The terminal capacity is therefore

23

limited to the least capable or most restrictive valve

24

in the pipe.

25

Throughput capacity for each of the five terminal
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1

components is calculated, which allows for the

2

terminal refinements to be iteratively tested in the

3

model to determine a balanced, efficient overall

4

terminal flow.

5

Intermodal planners can then balance

6

all the terminal components so that none of the

7

components are undersized, causing a bottle neck or

8

oversized, causing an inappropriate waste of capital

9

expenditure.

10

The PRISM model calculates two

11

important capacity levels.

12

capacity; and two, sustainable practical capacity.

13

MPC can be viewed much like the speedometer in your

14

personal car.

15

the driver were operating at ideal conditions, the car

16

may achieve speeds of 120 miles per hour, 193

17

kilometres per hour, or whatever the maximum speed is

18

indicated on the car’s speedometer.

19

One, maximum practical

If all the components of the car and

However, seldom are all the symptom

20

components ideal, including the driver, and the usual

21

and customary top operating speed achieved may be

22

something more like 65 miles an hour, or 105

23

kilometres per hour.

24
25

SPC is generally 70 to 75 percent of
MPC.

In the case of MIT, a general aspect ratio was
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1

applied for terminal storage areas, yielding a 59

2

percent relationship between SPC and MPC, which we

3

believe is conservative.

4

periods of time in the terminal, the intermodal

5

terminal operator may generally consider improving the

6

terminal and upgrading it to relieve the pressure on

7

the practical capacity.

8
9

If SPC is exceeded for long

So, before I start my comments on the
specific capacity calculation, I wanted to start out

10

by saying that I did review and receive the recent

11

report submitted by CN dated May 29, 2019, which for

12

the first time provided us the calculation for

13

terminal capacity and was accomplished or performed by

14

Mott MacDonald, which I will refer to as MM.

15

had the pleasure of dealing with Mott MacDonald

16

personally, on previous projects and respect their

17

approaches.

18

I have

The Mott MacDonald analysis provides

19

an independent estimate of MIT using the Arena

20

capacity as the data point used by M and M as reported

21

for, ”every second, of every day, for 100 weeks of CN

22

BIT operation.”

23

major components.

24

operations data and information from CN; and two,

25

independent intermodal market forecast forecasting.
613-521-0703

The MM capacity estimates rely on two
Comprehensive network specific

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

759

1

Both of which we have requested but had not received

2

in prior requests.

3

These two data groups were not

4

available to the Halton Region for analysis and could

5

not be peer reviewed due to non-availability of the

6

data.

7

In terms of the results, the PRISM

8

limiting component with the general characteristics

9

provided by CN for the MIT, in March of 2017 report,

10

and using general industry standards, resulted in a

11

yard storage component being the limiting component

12

with the capacity value of approximately 461,618

13

container lifts per year.The M and M report calculated

14

the terminal capacity of 426,949 lifts per year.

15

capacity within 10 percent of our PRISM model.

16

A

There are few issues that I did note

17

in the M and M report on capacity.

18

provide any physical constraints to the design that

19

supports a limit of 450,000 containers at full

20

operation.

21

capacity, the MM report assumes the terminal maximum

22

theoretical design capacity that can be handled at MIT

23

is solely based on increasing train lengths.

24
25

M and M does not

In terms of maximum theoretical design

In its peer review of my results, M
and M said there is no -- there is not sufficient
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1

demand for the expansion contemplated in the VNA

2

capacity report.

3

intermodal capacity and forecasted market demand.

4

With the PRISM model, the terminal components are not

5

linked directly to, or limited to, forecasted market

6

demand.

7

space, in my opinion, to permit future terminal

8

redesign and enhancements, increasing intermodal yard

9

storage and perhaps, increasing gate complex

10

MM conflates the concept of

The proposed project footprint has sufficient

capabilities.

11

From a project lift standpoint, the

12

MIT project uses reach stacker crane equipment for

13

yard operations in both MIT and BIT.

14

request 2.17, where the panel asks CN whether

15

alternative lift operations could improve intermodal

16

capacity, CN stated that they, “do not expect to

17

upgrade or enhance technology at MIT because extra

18

capacity is not needed once BIT has returned to its

19

optimum operating efficiency.”

20

intermodal capacity and forecasted market demand are,

21

in my opinion, conflated.

22

In answer to IR

Again, the concept of

I can say that the footprint would

23

allow -– the MIT footprint would allow for the

24

development of, what we refer to as, rubber-tired

25

gantry cranes or rail-mounted gantry crane operations,
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1

and could permit MIT to handle significantly increased

2

numbers of containers.

3

bit of an insight into that process.

4

This slide gives you a little

The graphic generally illustrates the

5

point regarding increased capacities of modern

6

intermodal crane equipment.

7

stackers are approximately half the practical capacity

8

of the rubber-tired gantry cranes and approximately 45

9

percent of the rail-mounted gantry intermodal yard

10

Note that the reach

cranes on a per acre basis.

11

Deployment of RTG cranes could

12

effectively double intermodal yard terminal

13

sustainable capacity for MIT.

14

MIT footprint in my opinion, could allow for

15

reconfiguration of the intermodal storage area and the

16

deployment of modern intermodal crane equipment.

17

With modifications, the

In the PRISM model, scenario B, the

18

yard storage area enhancements that were proposed

19

could be readily deployed by increasing the effective

20

average container yard stacking height from 2.5 high

21

grounded container stacks, to 3.5 high grounded

22

container stacks for loaded containers without

23

changing any yard equipment technologies.

24

improvements would include more effective empty

25

container storage heights and chassis storage heights.
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1

Thus MPC, in my opinion, could be increased to 749,000

2

lifts per year.

3

The PRISM model scenario C increases

4

the number of entry exit gate lanes from 10, total, to

5

14 total.

6

also be deployed, increasing the total lane geometry

7

and gate capacity.

8

planning and design features would have to be

9

re-evaluated.

In our opinion, reversable gate lanes could

For this scenario, the entry gate

SPC could be lifted to approximately

10

996,000 lifts per year, with both scenarios B and C

11

enhancements being deployed.

12

And the following is the really

13

important figure for the panel.

14

intermodal terminal enhancement that reduces the

15

overall terminal container dwell time, for the entire

16

MIT facility, will increase its overall throughput

17

capacity.

18

that reduces container dwell time, will increase the

19

throughput capacity of the terminal.

20

In general, any

Let me just emphasize that again.

Anything

I have also considered the potential

21

capacity of MIT being redesigned in its layouts to

22

deploy modern intermodal terminal technologies, like

23

rail mounted cranes and the like, and in my opinion,

24

there is sufficient acreage to do so.

25

that the sustainable capacity could considerably be
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1

increased to more than a million containers.

2

The BIT terminal capacity is reported

3

by CN to currently have a throughput capacity of over

4

1 million container lifts per year.

5

double CN’s calculated theoretical capacity for MIT.

6

Even though BIT’s terminal is 175 acres smaller than

7

MIT’s total acreage.

8

design from its original design features.

This is more than

BIT was upgraded to an expanded

9

And, considering market forces and

10

other operating scenarios, the MIT layout might be

11

able to be increased in capacity using similar

12

characteristics that were used to increase the

13

capacity at BIT.

14

to achieve this capacity with the new forecasts for

15

the South Ontario Intermodal Forecast, that we would

16

have to reach something around 1.8 million containers

17

in the year 2040.

18

It’s interesting here that in order

However, I was not able to find in

19

CN’s documents any submissions related to

20

consideration of increased container throughput, and

21

how a redesign or advanced technologies could increase

22

the container throughput that they have determined for

23

MIT.

24
25

I have got one other slide that
relates to CN’s slide number 23, I believe, that we
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1

identified to you early on.

2

morning’s presentation.

3

That’s slide 23 of this

The increasing intermodal port

4

gateway, Southern Ontario forecast is shown in this

5

graphic in colour that’s purple, being used to

6

designate the future intermodal forecast.

7

are the only two CN intermodal terminals in the

8

Southern Ontario marketplace.

9

accommodate the almost 1.8 million container market

10

BIT and MIT

And the only ones to

forecast planning horizon value at 2040.

11

With the BIT capacity at more than 1

12

million TEUs -- pardon me -- containers per year, and

13

assuming a full operational capacity of MIT at 450,000

14

containers per year for the southern market the

15

intermodal capacity for the region reaches

16

approximately 1.45 million, or approximately 350,000

17

containers per year short of the 2020 forecast.

18

1.45 million which, in my opinion, would be a maximum,

19

is a better representation of achieving the 2030

20

planning forecast.

21

This

That concludes my remarks regarding

22

the project design, capacity and constraints as to

23

relates to the potential throughput for the terminal.

24

I will now hand off to Ms. De Angelis to present the

25

alternative means and site access.
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

765

1
2

MS. De ANGELIS:

Thank, John.

I’ll be

brief.

3

As the panel is aware, the Federal EA

4

includes considereation for alternative means to carry

5

out the project, and the Halton Municipalities have

6

both legal and planning concerns related to the

7

project’s proposed access to Britannia Road.

8

portion of the presentation although, will focus only

9

on the planning concerns and will address five topic

10

This

areas.

11

Facts related to the proposed access,

12

the chronology of the EA related events, the EA

13

framework for assessing alternatives, the region’s

14

framework for accessing access, and then lastly, our

15

concerns specifically with CN’s access assessment.

16

The CN lands in southwest Milton abut

17

two regional roads and two local roads.We are aware

18

from the general sessions last week that the panel is

19

interested understanding in more detail the category

20

of roads.

21

describe the function of local roads under local

22

jurisdiction, and in this case, the Town of Milton, as

23

ones which provide access to individual properties and

24

parcels, and regional roads under Region of Halton

25

jurisdiction, as having controlled access in order to
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1

provide movement across the region.

2

providing greater detail on the road classifications

3

at tomorrow’s session on traffic and road safety.

4

We will be

To control access, the region first

5

published access management guidelines for access to

6

regional roads in 2004.

7

in 2015 and implemented a regional bylaw in 2017.

8
9

We updated those guidelines

This slide outlines the chronology of
events or occasions when is access to the project site

10

has been raised.

11

access management guidelines were republished in

12

January of 2015 and were available on Halton’s web

13

site.

14

I note that Halton Region’s current

With respect to the switch from

15

Tremaine to Britannia Road as a preferred location for

16

truck access, at the time CN had not advised as to why

17

the change occurred.

18

recommendation to change the access.

19

it is clear from CN’s response to IR 6, CN decided on

20

access without considering or applying the 2015 access

21

guideline.

22

for any proposed CN access on a regional road.

23

The region did not make a
Regardless, as

Nor has CN ever sought regional approval

The EIS guidelines require assessment

24

of alternative means of carrying out project and

25

access points are included.
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1

out a four-step process to assess alternative means.

2

The alternative means approach in the EIS guideline

3

could be aligned with Halton Region’s access

4

management approach, as outlined in the slide.

5

the CN EIS does not do that.

6

But

The access management guideline

7

provides access control considerations and set out a

8

two-stage process to access management.

9

approval of an access followed by detailed design.

First, is

10

Both access to the regional road will be permitted --

11

before access to the regional road will be permitted,

12

alternative access options must be explored first and

13

the need for an access to the regional system must be

14

demonstrated.

15

With respect to the proposed access to

16

the project, the following concerns have not been

17

assessed or addressed by CN.

18

natural heritage system; the necessity for access from

19

a regional road, as opposed to a local road; the

20

demonstration of road safety, specifically function

21

and efficiency being maintained; and lastly, the

22

operation of the corridor maintained or enhanced,

23

including maintaining the multimodal function of

24

Britannia Road.

25

Namely, impacts to the

This figure was furnished to the panel
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1

in Halton municipality’s submission of May 29 th .

2

will note that the proposed access road overlays the

3

natural heritage system depicted here in green.

4

Importantly, the planned and approved residential

5

access north of Britannia Road is located to avoid

6

this constraint.

7

consider this constraint.

8

this mapping, that the access is located outside of

9

the designated urban area in area designated as

10

You

The EIS prepared by CN did not
You will also note from

agriculture.

11

Referring again to this map, the CN

12

lands are bounded by regional roads, Britannia Road to

13

the north, Tremaine Road to the west.

14

are also bounded by two local roads.

15

the east and Lower Base Line to the south.

16

Demonstrating necessity is a requirement to be

17

considered for -– is a requirement to be considered

18

for access to a regional road, as opposed to a local

19

road.

20

The CN lands
First Line to

CN endorsed the feasibility of First

21

Line in the EIS.

22

access to a regional road.

23

note from the figure above, that there is access to

24

First Line that avoids the natural heritage

25

constraint.
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1

First Line that would avoid this constraint.

2

CN has not provided a comprehensive

3

study of the implications of truck movements at the

4

proposed access.

5

planned T-intersection into a four-way intersection.

6

The location of this intersection does not conform to

7

Halton’s intersection spacing requirement in its

8

access management guidelines.

9

assessment of the studies prepared during the planning

Their proposal is to convert a

However, following

10

of the residential community to the north, the region

11

deemed the location acceptable for residential

12

vehicular traffic.

13

I note that the location of the

14

intersection to serve the community was constrained

15

from going more westward, due to the road over rail

16

grade separation which CN preferred.

17

preferred a road under rail, or subway configuration,

18

at this location.

19

The region

With respect to the road over rail

20

grade separation, the red arrow depicts a centre line

21

of the proposed intersection in the plan in profile.

22

As can you see in the plan drawing on the left,

23

directly to the west of the intersection is the

24

proposed bridge over the water course that is part of

25

that natural heritage system I spoke of earlier.
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1

In of the profile drawing on the

2

right, you will see that immediately to the west there

3

is an upward incline.

4

require trucks leaving the site, turning left to go to

5

Tremaine Road, having to accelerate up this steep

6

incline.

CN’s proposed access would

Access from First Line would avoid this.

7

This is a good segue into our fourth

8

concern related to operational criteria which the

9

guideline requires consideration, namely, site

10

distances; unsafe manoeuvres, especially when we have

11

leaving motorists trying to avoid a slow-moving

12

vehicle on the road.

13

accommodate pedestrians and cyclists.

14

to understand the impact on our most vulnerable road

15

users.

16

will hear tomorrow, Britannia Road is a planned

17

priority bus corridor.

Britannia Road is designed to
We would like

Consideration for transit operations.

18

As you

Table 2, 1 summarizes CN’s assessment

19

of entrance alternatives.

20

site options based on the number of criteria.

21

respect to Britannia Road, the assessment considers

22

environmental effects, but fails to indicate that this

23

location conflicts with the natural heritage system.

24
25

CN assessed the various
With

I also note that CN’s assessment also
provides that Britannia Road option limits the
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1

potential conflict with existing residential.

2

heard from my colleague Ms. Koopmans in the general

3

sections last week, that there is a planned and

4

approved residential community to the north of

5

Britannia Road.

6
7

As we

I conclude my remarks by stating that
the site access requirements require more review.

8

MR. BENSON:

Thank you, Lisa.

9

Madam Chair, I’m going to now provide

10

a summary of some of the key points addressed in our

11

presentation.

12

Milton Logistics Hub is located on a sufficient

13

footprint of land where, based on the analysis of Mr.

14

Vickerman, it is suggesting that the footprint with

15

some minor technical upgrades can feasibly manage

16

upwards of 1 million containers a year.

17

I am going to be very brief.

The

CN has not specifically identified

18

what in particular constrains it from choosing to

19

shift container volume to the Milton Hub rather than

20

the Brampton facility.

21

In considering the central question of

22

this review panel, is this project likely to result in

23

significant adverse environmental effects?

24

quite strongly that understanding container throughput

25

is essential to getting at that question.
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1

The reason for this is that container

2

throughput engages impacts on several valued

3

components, in particular, criteria for value

4

components such as magnitude and frequency.

5

only the biophysical, but the socio-economic

6

components may result in the adverse effect being

7

significant.

8

of the significance, we really need to understand,

9

with some clarity, what that container throughput is

10

For not

And in order to understand the magnitude

or will result to be.

11

There are certain VCs we concede will

12

not increased or affected by increased container

13

throughput, for example, topography, soil, drainage

14

basins, fish populations.

15

located, or identified, on this slide.

16

important to highlight -– and this is based on what

17

Ms. De Angelis has shared -- is that considering

18

alternative means of carrying out the project, we have

19

concerns with CN’s proposed site access.

20

And some of those are
I think also

CN is obliged to consider alternative

21

locations both -– under both the federal EA and the

22

regional requirements, as set out by the access

23

guidelines and our access bylaw.

24

CN has addressed fully the requirements of avoiding

25

the regional natural heritage system.
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1

location is located outside of the settlement area and

2

encroaches on to lands designated in the long term for

3

agricultural land uses.

4

CN did not demonstrate the need, and

5

they have not provided any submission to us for

6

approval for a site access.

7

consistent with the content on the Canadian

8

Transportation Agency website, which provides guidance

9

to proponents seeking a section 98 approval, the

I will note that

10

railway companies are directed to undertake

11

consultations with the localities with a view of

12

developing collaborative measures to address the

13

relevant issues raised.

14

companies provide an adequate understanding of the

15

project to ensure that consultations around some of

16

the projects aspects are meaningful.

17

It’s important that railway

I will submit to you, based on the

18

access issue, that there has been no direct

19

consultation on the issue of access with CN.

20

permit has been sought by CN through the region in our

21

normal process, and the proponent has not provided

22

sufficient information to allow the region to come to

23

any determination on the suitability of access, given

24

the potential impacts to the safe, efficient operation

25

of the regional road network.
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1
2

And that concludes our presentation.
Thank you.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much,

4

Mr. Benson, Mr. Vickerman, Ms. De Angelis.

5

for -- you have helped us catch up a bit of time.

6

I just have one question.

Thank you

The -- some

7

of the -– particularly the drawings in slide 25 and

8

the maps that you alluded to -- you don’t need to

9

bring them back up now.

My question is, do we -- they

10

are hard to see in this format and maybe this is a

11

question for the Secretariat, do we have those in a

12

format that if the went -- if we need to, if they go

13

up on the screen, that we can see what’s there?

14

can’t read any of the legends of the map and that.

15

Maybe I will leave that question with you and you can

16

speak to the Secretariat.

17

but can’t really see them at the moment.

18

I

We may not need to do that,

Thank you very much for your

19

presentation.

20

participation this morning.

21

For everybody, thank you for your

We are going to take 45 minutes for

22

lunch.

I hope that suffices for you all.

23

come back, we will move directly to questions to

24

Halton.

25

we’ll go to CN first.
613-521-0703

And when we

The order of the questions will be that CN -I will then see if there are

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

775

1

other parties who wish to ask questions, and then

2

there’s the panel.

3

gears and move on to another topic.

4

And then we will have to switch

So it is 12:40 almost, so we are going

5

to come back at 1:25.

6

--- Upon recessing at 12:37 p.m. /

7
8
9

Thank you all very much.

Suspension à 12 h 37
--- Upon resuming at 1:24 p.m. /
Reprise à 13 h 24

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

afternoon session.

12

you, to get some lunch.

13

We will resume our

I hope you had enough time, all of

Before we begin, and we will be

14

beginning with questions to Halton municipalities and

15

I will be asking CN for their questions first, but I

16

just want to address the question of time for

17

questions because obviously it was frustrating.

18

really do understand that, for particularly Halton

19

when they were asking the questions of CN and I

20

hustled you along, and I know you have more questions

21

and were not able to complete them.

22

understand that.

23

And I

I fully

The hustling is partly a result of the

24

fact that we have a very full day and so I want to be

25

able to get through what we planned for today.
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1

the secretariat is going to work with you in terms of

2

identifying how much time you will require and how

3

we're going to fit that into the schedule, and I did

4

say we would, and we will.

5

And I also want to just alert you to

6

the fact that the Panel has held off on its questions

7

for both CN and Halton in this regard and I'm quite

8

certain we are not going to get through our questions,

9

either, and I will cut myself off so equal opportunity

10

there.

But we will also -- similarly, we will look to

11

see how much time the Panel would like to ask

12

questions and we'll try and schedule that in.

13

So we will make this work, folks.

14

please bear with me, and if you think I'm being a

15

little harsh, we'll sort it out.

16

All right.

17

Halton, for coming back to take questions.

So

So thank you very much,

18

I will ask CN first.

19

if there are any other registered interested parties

20

in the room to have questions.

21

You don't want to hear it again.

22

I will then ask

You heard me before.

If you can, it's really helpful

23

because we have such limited time if you can get to

24

your core question as quickly as possible.

25

understand often it does require some preamble.
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1

So with that, Mr. Lerner.

2

MR. LERNER:

3

I believe Darren Reynolds will be

4

Thank you, Madam Chair.

asking a couple of questions to start.

5

MR. REYNOLDS:

6

I just have a couple of clarification

7

Thank you, Mark.

questions for Mr. Vickerman.

8
9

Yeah.

Are you aware that the footprint of
the operating facility -- footprint at the Milton

10

Logistics Hub is approximately 150 acres, not the 437

11

that you presented?

12

MR. VICKERMAN:

It's -- just to

13

clarify your question, you believe that it's 150

14

acres.

15

MR. REYNOLDS:

That's correct.

The

16

operating facility footprint, so the portion where

17

there's work going on, is 150 acres.

18

MR. VICKERMAN:

Okay.

I was not aware

19

of that.

20

was 400 acres as indicated in your initial documents.

21
22

So you're telling me it's actually 150
acres.

23
24

I was assuming that the terminal footprint

MR. REYNOLDS:

Correct, yeah.

The PDA

is 400, the working footprint is 150.

25

So that makes -- that would mean 112
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1

acres less than your 262 at BIT, so that makes the BIT

2

footprint about 75 percent larger than the footprint

3

at Milton; correct?

4

MR. VICKERMAN:

So just for my

5

ediciation, can you now tell me the acreage that I

6

should be looking at for both MIT and BIT, please?

7

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah, for Milton the

8

working footprint is approximately 150 acres, and for

9

Brampton it's approximately the 260 that you have on

10

your slide.

11

MR. VICKERMAN:

12

MR. REYNOLDS:

13

That's all the

questions we have.

14
15

Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Well, thank you.

That's really all the questions that you have?

16

All right.

I just want to reiterate,

17

when people ask questions it helps us.

It helps the

18

Panel, so -- but I understand.

19

decisions as to whether you have questions, so thank

20

you.

You make your

21

So that means -- no.

22

to ask if there are other present -- not presenters,

23

sorry -- if there are other registered participants

24

who have a question.

25

So now I'm going

This is for Halton.

I don't see anybody, so that turns it
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1

over to the Panel.

2

complaining, but warning you that I thought that the

3

Panel wasn't going to have enough time, but thanks to

4

CN we've been granted some extra time, so anyway.

5
6

So Dr. Heathcote, I think you're going
to start.

7
8

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Yes.

Thank you,

Madam Chair.

9
10

So my complaint -- not

I have a couple of questions.

I'll

start with a fairly general one.

11

First of all, I guess this is a

12

question for CN.

13

terminal be purely intermodal or might they be mixed

14

trains, mixed cargo?

15

might some of those other kinds of cars or train

16

blocks, I think was the word you used, be left in the

17

terminal?

18
19

And might some of -- if so,

MR. LERNER:

The trains are 100

percent intermodal trains.

20
21

Would the trains coming into the

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:
intermodal.

Hundred percent

Thank you.

22

What was my other question here?

23

I wanted to follow up on some of the

24

discussion we had last week about ways that existing,

25

I guess ports was the example, interact with truckers.
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1

So in one case we heard about an app.

2

we heard about a web site.

3

In another case

So my question for you is, does CN

4

have or propose a scheduling system for trucks related

5

to train arrival times?

6

wondering if you have a way to update truckers if

7

there is a delay to adjust an appointment time?

8
9

And in particular, I'm

MR. LERNER:

So there's a question on

scheduling and then updating truckers.

10

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

11

MR. LERNER:

12

Yes.

Thank you.

If we could just have a

moment, please.

13

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

14

MR. LERNER:

Thank you.

16

MR. LERNER:

Thank you.

17

So Madam Chair, so regarding the

18

reservations, we do have something called a gate

19

reservation, a gate reservation that a trucker sets up

20

to a certain time to go into the terminal.

15

Yes, of course.

--- Pause

21

Regarding notification, right now we

22

did to through our e-business web site, so we have a

23

notifications on delays if they're signed up for it.

24
25

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So I think it was

in the case of Halifax that we heard that they have
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1

live or real-time wait times for trucks.

2

that capability?

3
4

MR. LERNER:

Do you have

We do not have it as of

yet.

5

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

6

Thank you, Madam Chair, for now.

7

That's it for me.

8
9

Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

We'll spread these

questions around.

10

But I would like to ask Halton, Ms. De

11

Angelis, some questions about the information you

12

presented on the entrance, the access.

13

My first question is -- and this

14

puzzles me.

15

CN had included -- had looked at the possibility of

16

having the entrance on First Line, which is a local

17

road.

18

at some point they must have thought that there was

19

some possibility of that.

So it was your determination that, obviously,

20
21

So why would an entrance to a facility
like this be appropriate on a local road?

22
23

MS. DE ANGELIS:

Through the Chair,

thank you for the question.

24
25

You, I believe, spoke about the fact that

As I indicated in my remarks, local
roads are intended to provide access to individual
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1

properties and parcels.

2

opportunity to assess adequately information from CN

3

to support whether or not there is justification for

4

an access onto a regional road.

5

that information.

6

However, we have not had the

THE CHAIRPERSON:

We simply haven't had

So a local road, it

7

would be -- and I presume, perhaps, you have some

8

other examples.

9

understand you haven't had a chance to evaluate it.

10

It would be, in your eyes -- I
I

do understand that.

11

But hypothetically, from your

12

perspective, it is possible for a facility of this

13

size, which is, I was going to say all about trucks --

14

it's not, actually -- it's about trains, too.

15

understand that, but a lot about trucks.

16

could be appropriate or maybe you have other examples

17

for that to actually -- to access a local road and

18

then very quickly it would need to get onto a regional

19

road.

20

MS. DE ANGELIS:

I do

That it

Through the Chair,

21

that could be the case.

22

the merits of that and we would have to determine if

23

access to a regional road was justified, where that

24

access would be located in order to avoid the issues

25

that I had identified in my presentation around the
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1

mix with all of our road users, including our active

2

transportation users, biking and cycling, as well as

3

sight lines from the entrance.

4
5

We would have to assess all of that
for appropriateness.

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And so the -- where

7

CN proposes that they would like to have the access,

8

that is opposite an access that's coming from the

9

Boyne survey area.

10
11

So how did that decision about that
access happen?

12

MS. DE ANGELIS:

So I'll start, and

13

I'm probably going to defer to my colleague, our Chief

14

Planning Official, Mr. Benson.

15

That access came about as a part of

16

the secondary planning process for the Boyne

17

residential community.

18

Because of the road over rail grade

19

separation I referred to, we were limited in terms of

20

our spacing between that access and First Line.

21

spacing requires a minimum of 300 metres.

22

Our

Through the documents that came in

23

through the planning process for that community, they

24

provided a traffic impact study, and based on that

25

detailed study we were able to assess the impact of
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1

residential traffic on the road.

2

that location was acceptable.

3
4

MR. BENSON:

And we deemed that

And thank you, Madam

Chair, for the question.

5

I think, too -- and we got into this

6

this a little bit the other day, that when we do look

7

at areas for new growth and development, typically,

8

you know, greenfield areas, as the plans -- the

9

secondary plans develop for those areas we require

10

detailed transportation master planning to be done to

11

assess, you know, the movement within those new growth

12

areas and what the impact is to the arterial road

13

network, the regional road network.

14

So a lot of those decisions are

15

actually made at the secondary planning stage in terms

16

of what the local network is to contribute to the

17

regional network.

18

So for the lands through which the

19

project's proposed, we haven't gone through that

20

secondary plan.

21

or done any study to assess transportation demand

22

relative to future employment line demand in that

23

neighbourhood, so the local traffic patterns and

24

demands haven't been finalized or determined at this

25

point.
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1

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I appreciate your

2

being cautious in your reply.

3

paraphrasing, and if I'm wrong, tell me.

4

You're saying -- I'm

You're saying we haven't -- we would

5

expect to be able to assess this.

6

able to assess this.

7

We haven't been

This is a problem.

Are you at a stage where you're --

8

you're willing to give an opinion or is it just

9

against your whole planning self to give an opinion

10

even though you haven't put it through this about

11

where you would prefer an access to go or even to say

12

on a preliminary basis if you see real problems other

13

than -- not just that you didn't get a chance to

14

assess it.

15

access.

16

Real problems at the location at that

MR. BENSON:

Yeah, I think it really

17

is our preference to really hear the submissions as

18

part of this process to understand fully what the

19

issues are.

20

We weren't necessarily satisfied that

21

had we had enough information to actually make a

22

determination to formulate an opinion at this point.

23

We do suspect by the conclusion of this hearing we

24

will be providing an opinion on a number of aspects of

25

this project to this Panel in terms of, you know,
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1

answering some of those key questions as part of the

2

mandate for the Panel.

3

that from us.

4

So you will expect to hear

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And I guess the

5

important thing there is will we hear this in time for

6

other parties to be able to express an opinion and

7

respond to whatever this opinion is going to be?

8
9

MR. BENSON:

So through you, Madam

Chair, I think we feel that we've provided enough by

10

way of information to signal to the proponent

11

precisely what we're interested in.

12

You know, we've highlighted that, you

13

know, the area where the access is connecting to

14

Britannia Road is part of the natural heritage system.

15

It's not that it's just a watercourse.

16

in the long term to support an ecological function.

17

That ecological function hasn't been recognized, it

18

hasn't been evaluated.

19

It is intended

The access point that the proponent

20

has established is also in the agricultural area.

21

is beyond the urban area for where we would consider

22

urban development.

23

frankly.

24
25

It

This is urban development, quite

It would be our preference based on
the policy framework that we have before us that that
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1

access be contained to the urban area.

2

I think those are a couple of the key

3

threshold issues aside from some of the -- or in

4

addition to some of the issues that Ms. De Angelis has

5

raised through her presentation.

6

have not been adequately addressed by the proponent.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Some of those things

I won't keep

8

pressing this, but one of those things you said that

9

you'd prefer the access to be retained within the

10

urban area, how could they do that?

11
12

MR. BENSON:

Sorry.

Contained to the

urban area.

13

So the lands on the east side of the

14

CN main line south of Britannia Road are in an area

15

that's designated for the long term for agricultural

16

land use.

17

objective is to maintain those lands in

18

agricultural -- for agricultural purposes to support

19

our agricultural community in the long term.

20

In the regional official plan, the

The only way that those lands would

21

potentially be considered to be converted would be

22

through an update through a comprehensive official

23

plan update process, but in the meantime they are

24

designated agriculture.

25

access road, we don't think, has any linkage to
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1

supporting the objectives for agricultural land use as

2

identified in the regional official plan.

3

Therefore, we would strongly suggest

4

to the proponent that any access to Britannia Road be

5

contained within the settlement area, which is the

6

area on the west side of the rail line.

7
8

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Road side.

9

MR. BENSON:

10
11

Yes.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

All right.

Thank you.

12
13

So on the Tremaine

This is the last one.

Then I will

hand the questions over to someone else.

14

The natural heritage area, do -- and

15

I'd mentioned this this morning.

16

that could -- a slide that could come up?

17

going to take a while, we can come back to that

18

question.

Yes.
don't delay?

21
22

Shall we come back to it so we

We won't delay.

All right.

MEMBER McMURRAY:
just checked.

23

If that's

Is that possible?

19
20

Do we have a map

Mr. Vickerman, I

It is good afternoon.
The Review Panel has received an

24

education on reach stackers, which I thought were

25

reacher stackers, but the terminology seems to have
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1

changed to reach stackers.

2

with an education on the different kinds of gantry

3

cranes, whether on tires, on rails, whether electrical

4

or not.

5

And you have provided us

It seems to have been portrayed, as I

6

understand the debate, that it's one or the other.

7

Are there, in fact, intermodal terminals where both

8

peacefully co-exist in harmony?

9

MR. VICKERMAN:

Sir, the answer is

10

yes.

And in fact, in many instances a terminal will

11

evolve from its initial equipment in the yard to more,

12

I'll call it, sophisticated equipment later on in its

13

history.

14

In many terminals, there is a

15

combination of equipment.

16

there is rubber-tired gantry equipment operating on

17

the rail.

18

be able to tell us more about that.

19

Even at BIT there is --

I believe there are four, although CN may

But the predominant yard crane

20

equipment in both proposed for MIT and BIT is a reach

21

stacker.

22

The reach stacker is, in my opinion, a

23

forklift, but a reach stacker means that it can lift

24

over a line of rail equipment to an adjacent line in

25

back of that line, and therefore the term reach.
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1

it is effectively a top lift forklift.

2

Just to let you know, there are many

3

ways to operate an intermodal terminal.

4

all with chassises and trucks if you want to.

5
6

MEMBER McMURRAY:

That's the slide you

showed us of the progression.

7

MR. VICKERMAN:

8

MEMBER McMURRAY:

9

You can do it

Yes, sir.
Yes, I remember that

slide.

10

The -- where you mentioned there are

11

some terminals with a combination of equipment, you

12

spoke to your extensive experience in the United

13

States, and again the debate has tried to be

14

positioned that it's inland versus port.

15

Those hybrid facility that you may be

16

familiar with in the United States, were they inland

17

or port or some of each?

18
19

MR. VICKERMAN:

The answer, sir, is

some of each.

20

There's a little bit of a terminology

21

issue.

We refer to intermodal terminals as inland

22

ports.

In my opinion that's a misnomer in North

23

America.

24

ports, although over in Europe and some in Asia these

25

facilities are located on waterfront areas.
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1

But in North America, if you're an

2

inland port you're generally an intermodal rail

3

facility.

4

are not.

Some are referred to as inland ports, some

5

A good example of -- I'll give you one

6

that has both.

7

the Port of Saint John in New Brunswick under Hatch

8

Mott MacDonald.

9

our reach stackers, but under full operation it will

10

I'm currently working on a project for

And the initial improvements will be

be converted to rubber-tired gantries.

11

There's an example where you would

12

start with one piece of equipment and you may evolve

13

towards another.

14

port facility, although the intermodal terminal is in

15

the back lands of that port.

16
17

In that particular case, it's in a

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Now -- thank you for

that.

18

Against my better judgment, I'm going

19

to ask you a question about the debate between MPC and

20

SPC.

21

PRISM model and there is sustainable practical

22

capacity.

23

remembered saying that, in your opinion, for the

24

project the sustainable practical capacity would be 59

25

percent of MPC.

So there is maximum practical capacity in your
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1

generally, you use the figure of 70 to 75 percent.

2

MR. VICKERMAN:

3

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Yes, sir.
And I stood up and I

4

paid attention, and then you said, but for BIT -- I'm

5

sorry, but for the project, it would more

6

appropriately be 59 percent.

7
8

Could you explain that to a layman
like me, sir, please?

9

MR. VICKERMAN:

10

Yes, sir.

The model provided an aspect ratio of

11

the limiting component, which was storage.

12

looks at the width and the length of the storage area

13

versus the actual footprint of the grounded container.

14

And in that issue, it has a spaciousness that actually

15

indicated that the SPC would actually have a lower

16

value in that process of around 59 percent.

17

And so it

That's an aspect ratio which is fairly

18

crude, but was looked at from a storage area -- yard

19

storage area concept.

20

Typically, we do see from MPC, maximum

21

practical, that it's around 70, and sometimes it's

22

below that.

23

ideal operating value would be without having all

24

components at their maximum operating issue, realizing

25

we may have trucks that have flat tires.
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1

operators who have imbibed issues in the night before

2

and may not be operating their equipment as effective

3

as possible.

4

a more ideal operating scenario would be.

5

But it's merely a -- an estimate of what

PRISM is a planning issue.

6

a discrete element simulation model.

7

roughly plan.

It is not

It is tool to

8

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Thank you.

9

To use your analogy, even if I could

10

drive my private automobile at 190 kilometres per

11

hour, I wouldn't do that all the time.

12

make sense

13
14

MR. VICKERMAN:

It wouldn't

I would hope not, sir.

Yes.

15

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Okay.

But I want to

16

go back because I didn't fully understand the

17

constraint at the project.

18

The constraint is limited geographic

19

area, and is that limited geographic area within the

20

pad tracks or is that elsewhere?

21

MR. VICKERMAN:

It's the area within

22

the terminal associated with yard storage or container

23

storage areas.

24
25

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Okay.

And if -- I

don't want to look at a map right now out of the PDA,
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1

but those container storage areas, they are outside of

2

the pad terminal.

3

MR. VICKERMAN:

Yes, generally

4

speaking outside of the service tracks, outside of the

5

pad tracks.

6

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Thank you.

7

You've looked at increasing numbers of

8

containers annually, and you have your own factor to

9

convert that to a number -- maximum number of trucks

10

in and out of such an inland facility on a per day

11

basis.

12

containers per year.

13

as a given, do you have any concerns with the

14

proponent's estimate of a maximum of 800 trucks in and

15

out?

You're not thrilled with the number of 450,000

16

But if you were to accept that

MR. VICKERMAN:

Sir, my -- I am not

17

concerned with the 450 that you've talked about.

18

think the estimate that Mott MacDonald did, the one

19

that I did are fairly close from an initial facility.

20
21

MEMBER McMURRAY:

You're all in the

same ballpark.

22
23

I

MR. VICKERMAN:

I think we're in the

same ballpark.

24

MEMBER McMURRAY:

25

MR. VICKERMAN:
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1

give us a thumbnail approximate issue in that regard.

2

I did, however, look very carefully at

3

how CN calculates its trucks and the Carter ratio, and

4

I found that to be reasonable and I accepted it.

5

MEMBER McMURRAY:

6

Madam Chair, may I have a moment to

Okay.

Thank you.

7

confer with my notes?

8

Okay.

9

Mr. Benson, Ms. De Angelis, I had

Thank you, Mr. Vickerman.

10

asked for an education from Halton Region on

11

categories of arterial roads.

12

is that best another day?

13
14

MS. DE ANGELIS:

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Tomorrow.

Okay,

fine.

17
18

We had planned on

bringing that forward to the Panel tomorrow.

15
16

Does that come today or

What -- well, okay.

I'll ask that

question.

19

I've been -- it just so happens that

20

I've been spending time driving on Derry Road and I'll

21

be asking you some questions about Derry Road,

22

Britannia.

23

But anyway, that's for another day.
Oh, I did hear you say today -- I

24

believe it was you, Ms. De Angelis -- that the

25

proposed grade separation at Britannia Road, you would
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1

prefer a subway that takes the road underneath the

2

tracks rather than an overpass that takes the highway

3

over the railway line.

4

Why is that?

MS. DE ANGELIS:

Through the Chair,

5

Halton region completed a municipal class

6

environmental assessment study in the period between

7

2012 and 2014 to identify the required improvements to

8

Britannia Road based on our transportation master

9

plan.

10

And through that consultative process, we had

discussions with community agencies and stakeholders.

11

And we identified a preference for

12

road under rail from an aesthetic perspective given

13

the fact that there was a planned and approved

14

residential community directly to the north.

15

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Okay.

But I've also

16

been driving on Louis St-Laurent Boulevard, and that

17

is a grade separation that takes the road over the

18

rail.

So how -- in your world, how do those differ?

19

MS. DE ANGELIS:

Through the Chair,

20

Louis St-Laurent is a local road that's under the

21

jurisdiction of the Town of Milton.

22

was not directly involved in the planning of that

23

road.

24

preference of CN to go road over rail in that

25

situation as well.

Unfortunately, I

However, it's our understanding that it was a
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1

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Thank you.

2

I'm changing topics slightly now.

And

3

I'm asking questions well outside my depth, so bear

4

with me.

5
6

But there is a fixed boundary to the
Town of Milton; correct?

7

Yes.

But I seem to understand that within

8

the fixed boundary of the town there is a delineation

9

between urban and rural that changes over time.

10

that correct?

11

MR. BENSON:

12

MEMBER McMURRAY:

13

Is

That's correct.
Okay.

And what

determines when those boundaries change?

14

MR. BENSON:

Through Madam Chair,

15

there --those boundaries are actually determined by

16

comprehensive planning processes based on the

17

presentation material that you'll receive tomorrow,

18

and that technical session we will walk the Panel

19

through the planning framework here in Ontario, which

20

really starts with provincial legislation and policy

21

that directs municipalities to do comprehensive

22

planning to determine land needs and to set out land

23

needs and provide these in municipal official plans.

24

And we'll get into that information tomorrow.

25

MEMBER McMURRAY:
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1

also be appropriate tomorrow for you to explain to me

2

the section of land where the proponent proposes the

3

entrance on Britannia across from the former T

4

intersection, which was an exception to other things?

5

Will you be explaining to me tomorrow

6

why that -- at least to my understanding, why that

7

parcel of land will seem to remain prime agricultural

8

when everything around it seems to be evolving to

9

prestige -- to employment lands?

10
11

MR. BENSON:

cover that material as well tomorrow.

12
13

Yes, I'd be happy to

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Tomorrow.

Okay.

Thank you.

14

And at the proposal we've heard a lot

15

generally -- and I'm switching topics somewhat here.

16

We've heard a lot about accommodating pedestrians and

17

cyclists.

18

proposed residential subdivision, if that's the

19

correct word for it, how does that intersection

20

accommodate pedestrians and cyclists?

21

accommodate pedestrians and cyclists?

22

So the entrance on Britannia north to the

MS. DE ANGELIS:

How will it

We'll be bringing

23

forward a number of exhibits tomorrow that outline the

24

proposed cross-section for Britannia Road.

25

Just briefly today, I'll explain, and
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1

you'll see this in more detail tomorrow.

2

undertook an active transportation master plan in 2015

3

identifying the location of on-road, which would

4

typically be bike lanes, and off-road active

5

transportation facilities.

6

or multi-use paths.

7

The region

Off-road they're sidewalks

With respect to Britannia Road, it is

8

anticipated when Britannia Road is reconstructed there

9

will be both on-road and off-road active

10

transportation facilities on both sides of the road.

11

So in the detailed design of that intersection from

12

the residential subdivision on to Britannia Road, it

13

will take into consideration the need to accommodate

14

both the on-road and off-road facilities that we plan

15

through that transportation -- or active

16

transportation master plan.

17

MEMBER McMURRAY:

18

Chair.

19

this time.

I don't have any other questions for Halton at

20
21

THE CHAIRPERSON:
well.

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Well, I have one

for CN, so there we go.

24
25

Yes, and I have as

Even some for CN.

22
23

Thank you, Madam

So I'm trying to get my head around
the potential for using GPS in trucks to encourage or
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1

discourage -- encourage desirable behavior, discourage

2

undesirable behavior, for example, directing trucks to

3

take the 407 or rewarding them if they can prove that

4

they took the 407, for example.

5

MR. LERNER:

Okay.

So with respect to

6

the actual route that a truck is going to take, a lot

7

of it's just -- first of all, it's going going depend

8

on where they're coming from and where they're going

9

to.

10

So in some cases, as we mentioned with

11

respect to CNTL that's under our control, if, you

12

know, it's in the right direction -- we obviously

13

don't want to do what we call negative miles, like

14

just backing up over each other -- we will direct them

15

to do that.

16

So it's not a matter of GPS as it

17

relates to us.

18

control.

19

control.

20

That's something that we could

And the CNTL does have a GPS, ours that we

And I know a lot of our partners do as

21

well.

Like you heard from Schneider the other day,

22

and I'm sure they have GPS as well.

23

advanced.

24
25

They're quite

But as far as -- and as they
mentioned, they're going to choose whatever's, you
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

801

1

know, the most efficient route possible to move the

2

freight, again based on where it originates and where

3

it terminates.

4
5

So you know, we don't have the ability
to direct them where to go.

6

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So I guess my

7

question is, if a truck driver could prove to you they

8

took a desired route and prove perhaps with GPS data,

9

is there a way -- would that be valuable to you?

10

Would there be a way of recognizing that?

11

MR. LERNER:

I'm not sure how it would

12

be -- maybe just if I could just have a moment.

13

Thanks.

14

--- Pause

15

MR. LERNER:

So Madam Chair, with --

16

through you, with respect to that question we don't

17

have incentive plans for them.

18

that these third parties, whether we deal with them

19

directly or indirectly through a steamship line where

20

we might not actually have that relationship, they all

21

have their own dispatch and optimizing software that

22

tells them where to go.

23

You have to understand

So -- and a lot of it will be -- you

24

know, dispatching's like a chess game, so if a truck's

25

delivering in one place, what's the best next move for
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1

them?

Maybe they want to pick up somewhere else and

2

then how's it going to impact on the way it gets to

3

the terminal.

4

So there's -- there's never one

5

specific route to go.

It really depends on where they

6

are and what they're doing.

7

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9

Thank you.
I'd like to return

to the entrance, the access to the site.

10

Quickly to Halton, can you remind me

11

of the potential, the planned road improvements on

12

Tremaine, the extent of them and what they are do are

13

to be?

How far south do they go?

14
15

MS. DE ANGELIS:

Certainly, Madam

Chair.

16

We again will be bringing in an

17

exhibit tomorrow that will outline those in greater

18

detail.

19

Currently, Tremaine Road between

20

Britannia Road and Derry Road is six lanes.

21

four lanes north of Derry Road to Steeles Avenue.

22

It is

Currently, there is pre-work under way

23

for the future interchange, the 401.

24

includes a grade separation with another rail line.

25

There is engineered fill being moved in and there is a
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1

creek relocation.

2

We don't anticipate that the actual

3

construction of the interchange will be initiated

4

until 2021, if I recall, but that will be on the

5

exhibit you'll see tomorrow.

6

In terms of widening Tremaine Road to

7

six lanes, that -- north of Derry Road, that is

8

further out in our forecast closer to 2031.

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

But further south?

10

MS. DE ANGELIS:

11

improvements further south again are out in our

12

forecast.

13
14

At this time, the

I'm just going to look at Melissa for
a moment.

15

That's what I thought, 2024 and 2025.

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And those

17

improvements, that stretch of Tremaine would be where

18

to where?

19
20

MS. DE ANGELIS:

Britannia Road down to Dundas Street.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

MS. DE ANGELIS:

23

That would go from

Okay.
South to the

Oakville-Burlington border.

24

THE CHAIRPERSON:

25

So now I will turn to CN, and again,
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1

this is a reminder thing.

2

me.

3

It's not top of mind for

Can you tell me when you assessed

4

locations for the access, what were the strikes in

5

your -- in your mind, what were the strikes against

6

Tremaine Road access?

7
8

There is a Tremaine Road access, is
there not?

9
10

There's an employee access.
But the main access, why -- briefly,

what was the -- why did you strike out Tremaine?

11

MR. REYNOLDS:

Sure.

So there were,

12

again, various different criteria that were looked at

13

and there were, in fact, two different locations along

14

Tremaine that were looked at, and one that was further

15

south.

16

Our understanding at that time in

17

terms of the upgrade of the arterial road was that it

18

was planned for the future, so it wasn't going to be

19

as robust a road as what Britannia Road was planned

20

for.

21

criteria that that were looked at.

22

some more detail if you'd like on that.

And -- but there were also various other

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And I can get into

You can't -- yes, if

24

you can do it quickly.

25

broad brush what didn't you like about Tremaine.
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1

And while you're doing that, I'll just

2

ask if you could pull up the slide for -- there is a

3

different topic.

4

pull it up.

5

--- Pause

6

It's not for you, but we may as well

MR. REYNOLDS:

So Madam Chair, these

7

were a series of criteria, so the different locations

8

that we looked at were all covered off in the IR-2.19,

9

so that table that was in there.

10
11

So if I just quickly pass through
that.

12

The land availability was one element,

13

one of the accesses that was looked at for, if I call

14

it, the north Tremaine, so the one closest to

15

Britannia versus the south Tremaine, which is south of

16

Lower Baseline.

17
18

For north Tremaine it wouldn't have
been on CN property, so it didn't pass that criteria.

19

We were looking at the truck

20

designation, so the robustness of the road over the

21

course of the whole year.

22

that road wasn't scheduled to be upgraded in the near

23

future.

24
25

And as was pointed out,

So we looked at facilities for truck
movements in and out of the facility, which it passed
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1

for those.

And it had limited negative environmental

2

impacts in both cases, so they were okay there.

3

It had also some potential conflicts

4

with existing homes that were at those locations.

5

it -- at this point, once the Tremaine interchange is

6

in place it would have direct access to a 400, but at

7

this point does not have direct access.

8

limited dispersion opportunities once it had left

9

those sites versus the Brittania site, so dispersion

10

And it had

of traffic once leaving.

11

And then we looked at also the sort of

12

economic conditions, but it was comparable in that

13

sense to the Britannia Road entrance.

14
15

So those were the different elements
outlined in more detail.

16
17

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Reynolds.

Thank you, Mr.

That is helpful.

18
19

And

And the slide that is up there, I
think, helps me.

Not sure.

20

Oh, can you help me with this slide?

21

So this was the question I asked about the proximity

22

of the proposed entrance to the natural heritage site.

23

Can you use the cursor to sort of talk

24

a bit about it?

25

--- Pause
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1

MR. BENSON:

Through you, Madam Chair,

2

just to orient ourselves here, the -- you can see kind

3

of that large block of purple, which is roughly where,

4

you know, in the very bottom there where the CN

5

internal access road crosses over the main line and

6

connects in that very corner.

7

block you'll see the watercourse and the associated

8

valley lands.

9

At the top of that

And that does form a part of the

10

regional natural heritage system, as in all new growth

11

areas in the region and actually, quite frankly,

12

across the region we have identified through a

13

comprehensive study in leading up to our last update

14

to the official plan a systems approach for protecting

15

natural heritage, which is not just protecting, you

16

know, independent features, but it's looking at the

17

system as a whole, how do those independent features

18

work together and operate as an entire system.

19

It's not just the physical features on

20

a land basis.

21

part of that study, these lands were identified for

22

their characteristics just on the basis of the

23

watercourse going through there as well as the valley

24

lands through the area as well.

25

It's also the water regime.

And as a

So the access that is proposed is
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1

essentially right through the middle of that feature.

2

There's been no effort to avoid the natural heritage

3

system in this area, and we've raised in our materials

4

that that is an issue for us.

5
6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

CN, how come or

do -- how do you respond to that?

7

MR. REYNOLDS:

So when looking at all

8

of the different access locations, there was an impact

9

to streams or creek crossings or tributaries, so there

10

was a similar impact with all of the different

11

alternatives that were -- were assessed.

12
13

So it was assessed through the process
and compared.

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So there's no way to

15

get off the site without going through, over a stream,

16

without impacting --

17

MR. REYNOLDS:

Well, I think what we

18

can demonstrate in the presentations to come and

19

through the technical experts that have performed the

20

work is that they were assessed and -- and that

21

there's no significant impact associated with that

22

proposal.

23

I would just also like to note on this

24

slide that the PDA is not shown correctly.

25

southern area there, the purple on the area south of
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1

Lower Base Line is not part of the PDA.

2

block south of where the hand is now.

So that large

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

4

MR. BENSON:

5

Through you, Madam Chair.

6

Yeah, we recognize that that is a

7

mapping error that the Halton Municipalities have

8

made, and we will endeavour to work with the

9

secretariat to ensure that we are showing the correct

10

PDA.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay, that's

accepted.

13
14

My apologies.

So our apologies for that.

11
12

Yes.

And I have -- I'm switching gears, and
just really one question for CN.

15

So what I'm hearing, I'm hearing the

16

two -- the two views.

17

providing us with information saying it -- it would be

18

possible for the Milton project, the Milton terminal,

19

to handle more containers than you plan to.

20

hear from -- I'm just simplifying this hugely.

21

Mr. Vickerman and Halton are

Then I

I hear from CN you're saying "But we

22

don't plan to because" -- you -- you disagree with

23

some of the things that have been put forward by

24

Halton with respect to certain improvements, but

25

fundamentally what you're saying, "But we don't plan
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1

to because our forecast and market demand don't

2

justify handling -- the need to handle more

3

containers".

4
5

Have I summed that up fairly?

Do you

want to correct that?

6

MR. LERNER:

7

job.

8

with that.

I think you did a good

It's -- I'd say half the response I would agree

9

What we're saying in addition to what

10

you just laid out is it that by expanding beyond the

11

designated terminal capacity, it'll start impacting

12

the level of service.

13

That's the most important thing that

14

we're trying to do with this terminal is, as I said,

15

it's going to be part of our supply chain.

16

So we don't focus on our terminals to

17

say how do we maximize the amount of containers on it

18

because that's not the right question.

19

question is, how do we create a terminal that will fit

20

within the supply chain and provide the service that

21

we want for our customers.

22

The right

And by doing something, just as an

23

example, like RTGs -- now, in Canada, the best I know

24

in a domestic terminal, there are none.

25

densification, it makes sense and it works and it's
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1

done a lot of ports that was indicated because the big

2

vessels come in, you need it.

3

is -- and Mott MacDonald showed it through their model

4

that it'll impact the truck turn times and the

5

flowthrough of the terminal.

6

But that, we feel,

So -- and we've seen it in real life

7

in Brampton.

8

containers and they're stacked too much, we see the

9

wait times go up.

10
11

When we hit a certain amount of

It will -- it happens in real life, so
we have experienced that.

12

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yeah, I do -- I

13

understand that.

14

mean, what I hear people saying, Halton and other

15

members of the community, it appears -- I know we are

16

assessing the project as proposed.

17

that.

18

I think -- I do get that.

But I

I fully understand

But what I hear the concern being

19

raised that there is -- whether it be through this --

20

this form of densification or even potentially through

21

expansion -- because you do have the land to expand

22

the facility.

23

the facility, it would appear that -- well, I would

24

ask this.

25

In fact, when you look at the design of

Is it possible -- well, no.

Never mind.

You do have more land than you
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require.

2

making.

This is the point that Halton has been

3

So in theory -- in theory, I believe

4

were demand to increase dramatically, would you --

5

that you could, in fact, expand the throughput, but

6

what the community, I believe, is wanting to know is,

7

is there a potential for more impact in the way of

8

more trucks, more noise, more lights, because there is

9

more activity.

10

And I think fundamentally is apart

11

from you saying, well, we don't plan to do that, is

12

there any other assurance that you can give by way

13

of -- to say that them, well, if -- what involvement

14

the community might have in any discussions about any

15

increased throughput or containers trucks and the

16

like?

17
18

MR. LERNER:

Okay, yeah.

That's -- I

think you framed it well.

19

The -- for us to expand the footprint

20

the way I understand it, so you're saying in 20 years

21

or whenever if -- if we did require to, I believe we

22

would just be required to follow whatever regulatory

23

process was available at the time in order to expand

24

the terminal.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

that question there.

2
3

I would just check -- Mr. McMurray,
you have another question?

4
5

MEMBER McMURRAY:

CN, First Line, are trucks prohibited
on it currently, to your understanding?

8
9

MR. REYNOLDS:

My understanding is no.

Trucks are -- on First Line?

10

MEMBER McMURRAY:

11

MR. REYNOLDS:

12

Yes, my understanding

MEMBER McMURRAY:

14

prohibited on First Line.

15

allowed on First Line.

16

Trucks are not

Therefore, trucks are

MR. REYNOLDS:

No, trucks are not

allowed on First Line, is my understanding.

18
19

Yes.

is no.

13

17

Sorry; it's a

rather plain Jane question after all that.

6
7

Yes.

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Okay.

That is your

understanding.

20

Ms. De Angelis or whoever from the

21

Region, is First Line a road available for truck

22

traffic?

23

MS. DE ANGELIS:

I'm sorry.

I don't

24

have that information readily at hand, but we can

25

bring it back to the Panel tomorrow in our discussion
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1

around traffic and road safety if you wish.

2

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Okay.

But we've

3

spoken about a lot of hypothetical questions.

4

it -- if you were to discover that First Line -- the

5

trucks are prohibited to travel on First Line, would

6

that not bring our access examination to a rather

7

quick end?

8
9
10

MS. DE ANGELIS:

Line appropriate for trucks.
Fair enough.

Thank

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. van Koeverden

would like an ask a question of Halton.

15
16

MEMBER McMURRAY:
you.

13
14

There would be an

opportunity for CN to make improvements to make First

11
12

If

If you'd like to come forward there's
a mice over on the podium over there.

17

MR. Van KOEVERDEN:

Hi.

Good

18

afternoon.

19

Liberal candidate for the upcoming federal election

20

here in town.

21

My name is an Adam van Koeverden.

I'm the

I've knocked on a lot of doors in the

22

last six or seven months and my question for Halton is

23

whether or not their sort of public canvassing

24

attempts have been similar to mine, whereas I haven't

25

found one person in all of Milton who has expressed
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1

any sort of favourable non-objections to this project.

2
3

I'm wondering how your public
consultations have gone.

4

MR. BENSON:

Through you, Madam Chair,

5

you know, I thank you Mr. van Koeverden for his

6

question.

7

I think at this point the Halton

8

Municipalities have taken the approach where we want

9

to make sure that we are contributing to the Panel

10

process.

11

merits of the project.

12

are providing or adding value to this process and

13

supporting the work that the Panel has been asked to

14

do.

15

We have not jumped to any conclusions on the
We want to make sure that we

In that regard, we have not, you know,

16

personally been engaged in many, you know, public

17

engagement activities related to the project.

18

not our project.

19

It is

The proponent has not approached us

20

for permissions relative to our mandate, although we

21

would like them to.

22

therefore, they have not engaged any public engagement

23

efforts that we would have carriage over.

24
25

That has not happened so,

So I wouldn't disagree with the
characterization that there is significant public
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1

interest in this project and its impacts, but the

2

Halton Municipalities have not directly had events

3

where, you know, we are soliciting direct feedback

4

from the public, as it is not our process.

5
6

MR. Van KOEVERDEN:
the question in similar form to CN?

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

MR. Van KOEVERDEN:

9

Can I re-direct

Yes.
I have a two-part

question for anybody from CN who would care to answer.

10

If -- first half is if you value

11

getting along with your neighbours and if you think

12

it's important to get along with your neighbours, and

13

the second half would be the same question I directed

14

to Halton, is whether or not you've canvassed who will

15

eventually be your potential neighbours for feedback

16

on how they might feel.

17
18

MR. REYNOLDS:

Thank you for your

question.

19

And absolutely, we value our

20

neighbours and we value our neighbours in every

21

community that we operate in.

22

efforts to reach out to the community to understand

23

what their concerns are.

24
25

We've made great

We've done that in three different
phases, so I -- those were outlined in our overview
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1

presentation, and we will outline them a little more

2

in the subsequent presentation this afternoon.

3

But within these different phases of

4

consultation we reached out to various members of the

5

community to gather their concerns and understand how

6

we can incorporate that into the design, and how the

7

mitigation measures we were implementing to the

8

project could mitigate some of those effects as best

9

as we could.

10

Many of the people that I personally

11

met at those open houses were from the residences, or

12

the proposed residences, in the North of Britannia and

13

in that region.

14

is there is certainly some people who have concerns

15

and we are working our best to address those concerns.

16

And there are also quite a number of people who are

17

not opposed to the project as well, and that's kind of

18

been our experience in canvassing throughout the town

19

to understand.

20

And I would say that, you know, there

We certainly see a mix.

There is many

21

e-maila and folks we saw that were excited about the

22

employment opportunities that were being brought by

23

this facility.

24

our submissions and I will endeavour to get you the

25

exact CEAA reference numbers for those submissions,
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1

where you can see the consultation that we've done

2

through this process.

3

MR. van KOVERDEN:

I would acknowledge

4

that obviously, people who are opposed would be more

5

vocal at the doors.

6

experienced the same mix in terms of response.

7

one other question, if I could.

But I would also offer I haven't

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9

MR. van KOVERDEN:

I have

Yes, go ahead.
Thank you.

I came

10

across a development viability assessment tool that CN

11

published, which is basically a tool to indicate

12

whether a region is viable for residential

13

development.

14

for the objective of this tool.

15

said this is a CN published document:

And in it, I’ll just read a sort excerpt
The main -- and I

16

“The main objective is

17

mitigate railway-oriented

18

impact, such as noise,

19

vibration, and safety

20

hazards, to ensure the

21

quality of life of a

22

building’s residents and

23

users is not negatively

24

affected.” (As read)

25

And as I stated, this is to indicate
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1

which areas close to rail projects, such as the one

2

proposed, should be able to go ahead.

3

that document is a 1,000 meter distance between

4

freight rail yards and any residents, for a minimized

5

noise influence.

6

same rules don't apply when the development is

7

reversed in order?

8
9

So I would just ask, why then the

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Before you answer

that, it would be helpful -- do you know the document

10

that Mr. van -- and do we have it?

11

the record.

12
13

MR. REYNOLDS:

15

MR. REYNOLDS:

what it is?

Could you -- is that

It didn't sound like it.
MR. REYNOLDS:

Excuse me.

Oh, you're asking this

the document he was referring to.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

Do you have an

exact title for this?

23
24

The consultation

THE CHAIRPERSON:

19

22

Thank you.

update.

17

20

It's

registry number 799.
THE CHAIRPERSON:

18

Has it come on to

Yeah, absolutely.

14

16

Included in

MR. REYNOLDS:
the title.

25

I was going to ask for

I wasn't sure what he was referring to.
THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

you.

2
3

MR. van KOVERDEN:

development viability assessment tool.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

5

MR. van KOVERDEN:

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

7

It's a CN document?
Yes.
And did you find it

on their website, is that what you said?

8
9

This is the

MR. van KOVERDEN:

I have a paper copy

in my car and I have it on my phone.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

Mr. Reynolds, do you know what this document is?

12

Because I think just to explain, Mr. van Koverden, if

13

somebody cites a document --

14

MR. van KOVERDEN:

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

16

on the record.

17

that's why I'm doing this.

18

Okay.

Do you now,

Yes, I understand.
-- we need it get it

Everything has to go on the record, so

MR. REYNOLDS:

Madam Chair, I will

19

have to go back to the other document that's being

20

referred to here.

21

with it right now.

22

the project itself, there are several mitigation

23

measures that we have employed to address the issues

24

that you had raised.

25

I'm not in the intimately familiar
I think though, when you think of

So I think noise vibration was the
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1

example that you had raised.

And throughout --

2

through the design we have several mitigation

3

measures.

4

facility, so it does create a buffer between

5

residential areas and the facility.

6

help to minimize the amount of rail movement within

7

the facility, so that reduces ultimately noise

8

vibration.

9

berms around the facility to help with that impact.

10

And so, certainly the concerns that

So centring the terminal within the

The long tracks

As well as strategcially placed noise

11

he's raising or the concerns that would be cited

12

within that document, as I understand it, have fully

13

been addressed as part of our series of reports, and

14

through the experts that we've retained to look at

15

that.

16

MR. van KOVERDEN:

Just lastly, if I

17

could, I did notice that there were a lot of

18

suggestions within that document -- and I will try to

19

produce it before the end of today's session for

20

you -- included a lot of suggestions which would

21

mitigate certain environmental effects and

22

socio-economic effects on proposed residential

23

developments.

24
25

However, the environmental assessment
put forth by this proposal doesn't include any
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1

environmental effects on health and socio-economic

2

conditions of local residents.

3

discrepancy to be a little bit of confuseing and I was

4

wondering why the environmental effects of socio --

5

and socio-economic effects would be indicated in a

6

document for future residential developments, but then

7

not for future industrial developments that would

8

include and be very close to residential ones.

9

MR. REYNOLDS:

And I found that

Yeah, maybe I didn't

10

fully understand, but those effects that you're

11

discussing will be -- we have looked at those and they

12

are covered through the different assessments that

13

we've done and we will be covering them in the days to

14

come.

15

those days as well.

16

EIS.

17

effects on the neighbouring communities is absolutely

18

included and it’s something that we at CN take

19

seriously, absolutely.

So I would encourage you to participate in
That information is within our

So the socio-economic effects, as well as the

20

And I think, if you look at the

21

mitigation measures, so the noise and berms for

22

example.

23

of way, and in many cases closer than 1,000 meters,

24

because these mitigation measures are effective and

25

have been shown to work.
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1
2

MR. van KOVERDEN:

Okay.

Thank you.

I look forward to seeing them.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. van Koverden the

4

report is on your phone.

All we need is if you've

5

got -- if you can tell us, if you can go to the

6

Secretariat deliver the link that would provide that.

7

Are you able to do that?

8

MR. van KOVERDEN:

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes, I am.
That would be great

10

and we will be entering that as an exhibit so if you

11

could --

12

MR. van KOVERDEN:

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

14

Secretariat at the back.

15

questions.

16
17

Okay.
-- speak to the

Thank you very much for your

MR. van KOVERDEN:

Thank you very

much.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Any other questions

19

at this point?

20

again, thank you very much to Halton for your

21

presentation, for coming back to answer the questions.

22

If there are no other questions then

Take a couple of minutes everybody.

23

Don't go away.

24

which is accidents and malfunctions.

25

presentation from CN, and some questions, and then we
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1

will have a break.

2

minutes and then --

3
4

But right now just a couple of

MR. LERNER:
just need to get our --

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

and -- excuse me.

7

have a question from CN.

8
9

Sorry, Madam Chair, we

If you could just wait a minute, we

MR. LERNER:

Sorry, we just have to

gather the folks that are going to be doing the

10

presentation.

11

if you don’t mind.

So we should get it under five minutes

12

THE CHAIRPERSON:

13

MR. LERNER:

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

15
16
17
18

Thanks.
Thank you.

Suspension à 14 h 32
--- Upon resuming at 2:38 p.m. /
Reprise à 14 h 38
THE CHAIRPERSON:

I will just check,

CN do you have your presenters at the table?

21

MR. LERNER:

22

whenever everyone is ready.

23
24

Okay.

That’s fine.

--- Upon recessing at 2:32 p.m. /

19
20

Excuse me, ladies

Yes we do, Madam Chair,

THE CHAIRPERSON:
to take your seats please?

25

If I could ask you

We are ready to resume.

So we now begin a new topic, and the
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1

topic is accidents and malfunctions.

2

presentations and associated questions.

3

presentations will be a maximum of 30 minutes long.

4

After the CN presentation and some questions on it, we

5

will take a break, which I'm sure you're looking

6

forward to.

7

So Mr. Lerner?

8

MR. LERNER:

9

Madam Chair.

We have three
Each of the

Thank you very much,

So now we would like to give a

10

presentation and risk management preparedness.

11

Presenting on behalf of CN will be Mitch Beekman, who

12

is our Vice President of Safety and Environment, and

13

Luanne Patterson.

14

PRESENTATION

15

Thank you.

MR. BEEKMAN:

Thank you, Madam Chair.

16

Thank you, Mark.

Again, my name is Mitch Beekman,

17

Vice President of Safety and Environment at CN.

18

it's my pleasure today to speak to you about safety at

19

CN, and more specifically, the proposed Milton

20

Logistics Hub.

And

21

Before I start I would offer to the

22

Panel that no matter the job, what we at CN want in

23

running our railroad is to keep our employees, our

24

customers' goods, and the communities in which we

25

operate, safe.
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1

business is dependant upon outstanding environmental

2

health and safety performance.

3

CN aspires to be the safest railroad

4

in North America and we make significant investments

5

every year to run a safe and fluid operation, which

6

includes investments in our people, and technology,

7

and in infrastructure.

8

approximately 1.6 billion dollars in track and railway

9

infrastructure, and we will be bringing online a

In 2019. we will investment

10

number of leading edge technologies to improve our

11

safety performance.

12

At CN, we believe safety is the key to

13

outstanding railroading, and our goal is to continue

14

to improve and be a safety leader in the industry for

15

the next 100 years.

16

some of the specifics of our safety program.

17

I would like to walk you through

I'm going to start by briefly talking

18

about CN’s approach to safety.

19

this slide that safety holds -- CN holds safety as a

20

core value, versus declaring it as a priority.

21

that's a very important distinction for us.

22

that distinction, because for any organization

23

priorities can change due to a number of external

24

drivers, such as market forces, competition, and

25

economic downturns.
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1

At CN, by holding safety as a core

2

value it is a constant.

We don't waiver, and our

3

commitment prioritized.

Our approach to safety is

4

similar to other leading safety organizations, as was

5

highlighted in the 2018 Railway Safety Act review.

6

Leading safety organizations focussed

7

their risk reduction through investments, safety

8

management systems, and their people, and that's

9

exactly what CN focuses on.

At the centre of our

10

efforts is our overall safety management system, which

11

includes our people; our risk processes, technology,

12

and infrastructure that I alluded to earlier.

13

will give you some detail on each of these elements as

14

they all play a critical role in our operations.

15

And I

Outstanding safety performance starts

16

with people, so I will start there.

17

successful railroaders must be well trained.

18

is it a necessary for safety, it's necessary for

19

commercial success.

20

commitment to training excellence with the opening of

21

the Claude Mongeau National Training Centre in 2014,

22

in Winnipeg.

23

first stop for our new employees, where they received

24

a combination of classroom training, hands on

25

simulations, and controlled field training before they
613-521-0703

And safe,
Not only

And CN demonstrated our

This state-of-the-art facility is the

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

828

1

actually start their on-the-job training.

2

That's not the only time they see the

3

campus.

4

refresher training.

5

engineers complete a requalification process every

6

three years.

7

employees is a significant investment on an annual

8

basis, with a budget of approximately $60 million and

9

a staff of nearly 100 between Winnipeg and a sister

10

Our operations employees also receive routine
As an example, conductors and

Training our front line operations

campus in Chicago.

11

To have successful railroaders, our

12

people must also hold as a core value safety, and that

13

forms the basis for our strong safety culture.

14

2010 CN was a leader in the rail industry by measuring

15

and taking steps to improve safety culture across the

16

company.

17

over 100 local health and safety committees that

18

represent both labour and management.

19
20

In

And a strong safety culture is embodied in

So that’s the first element and I'd
like to move onto risk management.

21

CN has implemented a robust framework

22

for risk reduction.

23

at a corporate level, at a more local level, and down

24

to a specific task or an activity that an individual

25

or a crew is about to undertake.
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1

is demonstrated in this cycle is well established and

2

ensures that we identify various risks, we evaluate

3

the measures that are in place to either prevent that

4

risk event from happening or reduce the consequences;

5

and we take action based on that assessment and then

6

we evaluate the effectiveness of those actions.

7

These risk processes drive our

8

decisions around capital investments, evaluations of

9

technology, enhancements to work practices, or other

10

actions to improve the safety of our operations.

11

On the next slide there are a number

12

of innovative technologies that are being implemented

13

that reflects actions being taken as a result of our

14

risk management process, and these are investments

15

that go above and beyond regulatory requirements.

16

In terms of inspections and

17

technology, as I mentioned, CN goes above and beyond

18

regulatory requirements.

19

network of wayside inspection systems along the right

20

of way of our tracks of any class 1 railroad in North

21

America.

22

frequency of track inspections we do go beyond

23

regulatory requirements.

24
25

We have the most dense

The types of track inspections and the

We are implementing technology that
further improves on these existing risk reduction
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

830

1

measures.

2

slide that I’ll go through.

3

acoustic detectors.

4

detectors can actually hear a potential malfunction

5

that may lead to a derailment due to an axle bearing

6

getting warm or hot, resulting in a derailment.

7

detectors can detect this issue 5,000-10,000 miles

8

before a problem actually appears.

9

detectors across five different sites, and this is a

10

And these are specific examples on the
On the top of the slide,

These strategically placed

These

We have seven

significant improvement versus current technology.

11

The next example, autonomous test

12

cars.

In 2019 we are putting online eight autonomous

13

test cars.

14

these range from a $2 million to a $5 million

15

investment each.

16

placed on a normal train, which allows for much more

17

frequent track inspections and reduces the risk

18

associated with having an inspection vehicle on the

19

tracks.

20

Depending upon features and functionality,

These are inspection cars that are

And lastly, machine vision inspection

21

portables -- portals.

These provide high quality,

22

high definition, 360 degree imaging of each car on a

23

train.

24

effective inspection than your typical visual

25

inspection, and these portals will inspect all inbound

This allows for a much more thorough and
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1

and outbound trains in Toronto.

We currently have

2

three installations in place, with plans for more.

3

Finally, Madam Chair, the last element

4

of our safety management system deals with investment.

5

A well maintained operation is a safe operation.

6

this is reflected in our planned investments.

7

said, we have a record capital plan in 2019, and a

8

significant portion of that is relevant for this

9

audience.

10

And

As I

For the Province of Ontario we have a

11

planned investment of $320 million.

12

track, track infrastructure, bridges and culverts,

13

signal systems, and crossing improvements.

14

covers our overall approach to safety and our safety

15

management system.

16

areas related to this specific project.

17

which is to reiterate a few points about the goods

18

being moved through intermodal.

19

That includes

So that

I would like to move onto some
The first of

Quite simply, if you eat it, drink it,

20

wear it, use it at home, need it for your favorite

21

hobby, or use it to keep your family healthy, it

22

likely came to you via an intermodal container.

23

large intermodal containers are carrying finished

24

goods arriving in North America through our coastal

25

ports.

By in

These would be the finished goods you see on

613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

832

1

the shelves of most stores in your neighbourhood.

2

Intermodal not only helps get finished

3

products to consumers at a low cost in an efficient

4

manner, but it brings gains to exporters as well.

5

More and more commodities are being moved in

6

containers, allowing our Canadian businesses to be

7

more competitive in an increasing challenging global

8

marketplace.

9

dangerous goods shipments represent a small portion

As has been mentioned a number of times,

10

the overall volume.

11

goods in small volume packages.

12

And these are primarily consumer

CN has a role to play to help ensure

13

intermodal goods are offered for shipment in a safe

14

manner, and I'd like to share some of the details with

15

you.

16

prevention that help define safe loading practices,

17

train shippers on those practices, and then help

18

ensure those practices are being followed.

19

proactive, preventive approach is not only good for

20

safety, but it's good for business.

CN is a team of subject matter experts in damage

21

This

We've been proactive in helping to

22

ensure the goods are not damaged in transit.

23

we've also been very proactive with stakeholders that

24

may be involved in the response side, in the event of

25

an incident.
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1

we have a team of highly trained, highly skilled,

2

emergency response specialists that are available

3

24/7.

4

site emergency plans are well-developed.

5

are practiced, and that they are effective.

6

we also collaborate and partner with literally

7

thousands of other response specialists across our

8

network, and that includes private contractors,

9

industry specialists, and very importantly our

10

These specialists are active in ensuring our
That they
However,

community partners.

11

Since 2016, CN has trained over 10,000

12

municipal responders, and between 2014 and 2018, 247

13

first responders within the Halton region.

14

close out the section on emergency response, our

15

response plans include both an overarching network

16

plan and facility specific plans that are compliant

17

with the applicable federal regulations.

18

Just to

At the local level, CN employees are

19

trained on their local plan and periodic drills are

20

conducted.

21

internationally recognized incident command system

22

with four key objectives for every response.

23

injuries, minimize environmental damage, minimize

24

property damage, and provide for continuity of the

25

business.
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1

So Madam Chair, that concludes my

2

initial portion of the presentation on CN's over all

3

approach to safety.

4

Luanne to discuss specifics of this project.

5

And I am going to turn over to

MS. PATTERSON:

Thank you, Mitch.

As

6

you recall, earlier in this presentation, Mitch

7

mentioned the four components of CN’s safety

8

management system; people, processes, technology, and

9

investment.

I will now spend a bit of time talking

10

about how these components will be addressed with

11

within the network-wide safety management system, and

12

how it will be implemented at the proposed Milton

13

Logistics Hub.

14

Employees working at the terminal will

15

be trained in their specific positions and roles.

16

They will be trained in emergency response for first

17

responders in the event of an accident in the

18

terminal.

19

and there are additional response equipment stock

20

piles strategically located across CN’s network for

21

immediate mobilization as necessary.

22

Spill kits will be staged at the terminal

CN police will be stationed at the

23

terminal to provide safety and security.

24

CN's expert response teams are on call 24 hours a day,

25

seven days a week, throughout our network to respond
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1

in the event of any incident.

2

previous presentations, CN is committed to completing

3

a construction emergency response plan during the

4

detailed design stage.

5

preparing a facility specific emergency response plan

6

prior to terminal operations commencement.

7

As we have discussed in

We are also committed to

The proposed project has been designed

8

and laid out with safety in mind, based on experience

9

from our other 23 terminals.

The facility will be

10

connected to CN's communications network and overseen

11

and managed by the various systems monitored by CN's

12

headquarters and regional offices.

13

number of the site specific components CN is committed

14

to implementing at the terminal.

15

I will review a

Sorry, this is the PDF version, so the

16

slides aren't as active as we would like.

17

three components that I wanted to touch on.

18

one, the spill caches or spill kits, that will be

19

sized and located within the terminal.

20

But there's
The first

As well, at the top of the slide on

21

the -- sorry -- the left-hand side, all truck ingress

22

and egress at the terminal will be controlled through

23

CN’s speed gate.

24

have permission to access the terminal, and permission

25

to drop off or pick up specific containers.
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1

drivers and all containers are monitored through this

2

gate system, ensuring only authorized drivers have

3

access into the terminal.

4

three-strike policy, which means if truck drivers

5

violate rules they can be permanently barred from

6

entering the facility.

7

CN has instituted a

Further down the slide on the sort of

8

right-hand side, it says the visual inspection.

9

this is an important point to point out.

And

As part of

10

all CN trains departing from a yard or terminal,

11

trained employees must conduct a visual inspection of

12

the train.

13

operating employees that see a train moving along CN's

14

network to stop and visually inspect the train.

15

exceptions are found, the train, or rail traffic

16

control, will be contacted to immediately stop the

17

train so the issue can be addressed.

In fact, it is a requirement of all

18

If

As you can see on this slide, there

19

are number of other components that I won't be

20

speaking to specifically, but many of these will be

21

discussed in future presentations over the next

22

several weeks.

23

To reiterate what Mitch said, safety

24

is a core value at CN.

25

specifically with safety in mind.
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1

containers are primarily finished products for use in

2

homes, including items such as clothing, furniture,

3

food products, and electronics.

4

containers labelled as dangerous goods move through

5

the intermodal network.

6

percent.

7

A small amount of

Volumes are low; only 2.7

The goods within these contain

8

remembers typically in small packages, for example,

9

what you might find on the shelf of local store.

10

These include products such as household cleaning

11

items, batteries, and paint that one might purchase to

12

paint your living room, for example.

13

As part of our commitment to

14

protecting safety, human health, and the environment,

15

CN has outlined numerous mitigation measures in

16

various EA filings.

17

May 29 submission document number 799.

18

measures contribute to minimizing the risk of

19

incidents and reducing potential consequences from

20

incidents that might plausibly occur in this type of

21

facility.

22

Most recently summarized in the
Many of these

As part of CN's environmental

23

assessment, we assess the potential effects of five

24

plausible accident scenarios that may occur during

25

construction or operation at the terminal.
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1

include hazardous material spill, the spill of an

2

intermodal shipping container, a traffic accident at

3

the entry or exit point of the terminal where the

4

project of associated trucks would be the highest, a

5

train accident within the terminal and a fire within

6

the terminal.

7

scenarios in greater detail.

8
9

I will be discussing each of these

The first scenario looked at a
hazardous material spill resulting from on site

10

vehicle use that could lead to a spill, such as a

11

ruptured fuel line or hydraulic hose.

12

typically involved in this kind of incident are small,

13

limited to the amount of product in use in a given

14

piece of equipment, such a jerrycan or fuel from a

15

truck or locomotive.

16

potential for a spill or discharge as a result of

17

extreme weather, equipment failure, work procedure

18

change, or human error.

19

occur during construction or operation.

20

The volumes

The assessment considered the

This type of incident may

CN's planned prevention and mitigation

21

measures include the regular inspection and

22

maintenance of equipment, implementation of the

23

emergency response plans, both during construction and

24

operation, establishment of the spill response kits on

25

site throughout the project life; and the design and
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1

function of the storm water management system

2

including, oil grit separators, grass swales, and

3

storm water ponds with shut off valves.

4

prevention and mitigation measures are well

5

established industry standard practices and will

6

effectively minimize both the occurrence of spills and

7

their consequence.

8
9

These

In scenario two, we considered the
potential for a spill of containerized goods from an

10

intermodal container.

11

container is a very rare event.

12

secured when they are placed on railcars and on

13

trucks, each corner is locked in place.

14

The release of goods from a
Containers are well

A release involving dangerous goods is

15

even less common, considering there are only 2.7

16

percent of containers on CN's overall network that

17

contain even a portion of dangerous goods.

18

dangerous goods are typically contained in small

19

packages, so the volumes that could be released are

20

themselves small.

21

proactively working with shippers to ensure their

22

goods are well-braced and blocked inside the

23

containers.

24

shifting or unbalancing the loads.

25

These

CN's preventive measures include

This will prevent goods from potentially

Containers like all facility
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1

equipment, are regularly inspected and maintained.

2

This will minimize the likelihood of equipment

3

malfunction that could lead to a container spill.

4

Speed limits within the terminal will be enforced and

5

the layout of the terminal serves to minimize vehicle

6

and equipment conflict.

7

The terminal is staffed 24 hours a

8

day, 7 days a week with trained personnel who can

9

quickly identify and respond to a spill if one should

10

occur.

As we have mentioned earlier the presentation,

11

CN will have those emergency response plans in place

12

for the facility with readily available spill kits and

13

the storm water management system that would serve to

14

contain any spill and facilitate rapid clean up.

15

These well-established measures will effectively

16

minimize both the occurrence of container spills and

17

their consequence.

18

The potential for an accident involved

19

an intermodal truck at the terminal entry and exit

20

point was considered in scenario 3.

21

assessed as this is where the volume of project

22

associated truck traffic and the incremental risk of a

23

collision would be the highest.

24

about in the traffic and road safety technical session

25

later this week, the additional truck traffic at this
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1

already proposed signalized intersection was assessed

2

and the increased collision risk was determined to be

3

low; just 0.12 truck accidents per year, in fact.

4

The functional design of the truck

5

gate intersection was based on the 1999 Transportation

6

Association of Canada geometric design guide for

7

Canadian roads and the Ontario Ministry of Transport's

8

Ontario traffic manuals, on which the intersection

9

design elements of the region’s access management

10

guidelines 2015, were also based.

11

access was aligned and the planned intersection on

12

Britannia Road to minimize potential interactions.

13

The location of the

The intersection design will provide

14

for truck turning lanes for trucks entering the

15

terminal from the east, and the west.

16

intersection will also be designed for cyclists and

17

pedestrians to safely pass through this intersection,

18

much like they do at other intersections on the

19

arterial road network.

The

20

All trucks are expected to follow

21

standard rules of the road, and posted signs, and

22

speed limits.

23

traffic on the regional road network by the regional

24

police throughout the region, and by CN police within

25

the terminal and within 500 meters of CN property.
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1

CN will monitor the ingress and egress

2

of drivers through the speed gate system, which allows

3

CN to monitor truck drivers and ban them from

4

accessing the terminal for serious driving

5

infractions, should they occur.

6

kilometre private road will be built from the

7

intersection to accommodate truck queueing entirely on

8

CN property.

9

conflict with other road users on the regional road.

10

If an accident were to occur on CN's

A new, two lane, 1.7

This will minimize the potential for

11

property, CN's emergency response plan would be

12

activated, including use of on site spill response

13

equipment.

14

managed by municipal emergency response services, as

15

is the case for existing traffic on the road.

16

Off CN property, accidents would be

The fourth scenario we assessed is a

17

train derailment within the terminal.

18

low speed, as would be the case in this terminal, is

19

typically limited to a single wheel or a wheel set

20

coming offer the rail.

21

right in these incidences.

22

assessment, CN considered a scenario in which the

23

locomotive derails and the diesel fuel tank is

24

accidentally punctured.

25

occurred in a CN intermodal terminal, we have
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1

nonetheless considered this worst case possibility.

2

It is important to point out that all

3

trains move at slow speeds within the terminal, 15

4

miles per hour or less.

5

and eight miles per hour.

6

for a derailment causing the spill of a diesel fuel

7

tank or containerized goods is highly unlikely.

8

Safety of operations within the

9

Most typically between five
As a result, the potential

terminal was paramount in the layout design, including

10

locating the project parallel to the main line, with

11

flat and long service and pad tracks.

12

within CN and within the proposed terminal must comply

13

with Transport Canada’s Canadian railway operating

14

rules, including audits by Transport Canada and CN.

15

All operations

In compliance with those rules, CN

16

undertakes extensive inspection and maintenance of all

17

equipment and railway infrastructure.

18

committed, as part of the proposed project to complete

19

a facility emergency response plan and implement a

20

storm water management system.

21

enable quick response to contain, clean up, and

22

mitigate potential spills or releases at the terminal.

23

The final accident scenario considered

CN is

These items will

24

the potential for a fire within the terminal.

25

on over 40 years of experience in operating intermodal
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1

terminals, the risk of fire is low and is typically

2

associated with equipment engine fires.

3

infrequent, equipment fires occur when a leak from a

4

crane hydraulic hose encounters the hot engine and

5

results in an engine fire.

6

immediate and includes shutting down the engine and

7

activating the on board fire suppression system,

8

immediately extinguishing the fire.

9

Although very

The emergency response is

All cranes used at the proposed Milton

10

Logistics Hub will have onboard fire suppression

11

systems.

12

be built into the administration and associated garage

13

building, as per Building Code specifications.

14

water system has been sized appropriately for the type

15

and scale of fire that could plausibly occur at this

16

facility.

17

proposed approach to container staging and stacking

18

height, and the type and scale of fires that could

19

plausibly occur on site, the risk of fire spreading to

20

other equipment, containers, or structures is minimal.

21

In addition a fire suppression system will

The

Given the layout of the terminal, the

The environmental assessment

22

considered the potential for a fire to cause short

23

term, localized, air quality impacts, as well as

24

spills of hydrocarbons from the equipment engine.

25

CN’s emergency response plan, onsite spill caches and
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1

storwater management system will effectively address

2

the types of fires that could plausibly occur within

3

this facility.

4

It is important to emphasize fires are

5

extremely rare at intermodal terminals.

We are

6

reviewed our electronic data and there have been 12

7

equipment fires at our inland intermodal terminals

8

over the past 17 years.

9

one fire per year across all our inland intermodal

This works out to less than

10

terminals, that is across all terminals, not each

11

individual terminal.

12

expect an equipment engine fire could occur once every

13

25 years at the proposed Milton Logistics Hub.

14

At this rate of occurrence, we

This proven effective mitigation

15

measure is proposed to prevent and respond to fire, if

16

one were about to occur.

17

mitigate the effects of such an incident and protect

18

safety and the environment.

19

earlier, CN invested heavily in developing our

20

internal expertise in emergency response, including a

21

team of highly trained, highly skilled emergency

22

response specialists, that are available 24 hours a

23

day, seven days a week.

24

will continue to be brought to bear in ensuring the

25

Milton Logistics Hub is designed, constructed, and
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1

operated safely and with regard to the protection of

2

people, property, and the environment.

3

Mitch.

4

MR. BEEKMAN:

5

Madam Chair, I thank you for the

Thank you, Luanne.

6

opportunity to share about the safety programs at CN

7

and this project.

8

that CN understands deeply that a successful business

9

is dependant upon an outstanding environmental health

10

I opened this session by saying

and safety performance.

11

Our vision of being a safest railroad

12

in North America drives our focus on continuous risk

13

reduction.

14

preventative measures, and the mitigations that

15

Louanne has outlined this afternoon.

And that's evident in the design,

16

In any activity there is risk.

And

17

that is CN's 25,000 employees are engaged in risk

18

reduction every day.

19

because we have strong programs in place to reduce

20

risk, I'd like to take a few minutes to address a

21

number of issues that appear in the briefing filed by

22

Halton Municipalities and in one of today's later

23

presentations.

24
25

In light of that, Madam Chair,

Collectively, these issues result in
significantly overstating both the likelihood, and the
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1

severity of an accident or malfunction, and

2

specifically, I would like to address appendixes A and

3

B in the Halton Municipal briefing.

4

number 80100.

5

It’s registry

Within Appendix A there are multiple

6

references related to the transportation of ethanol

7

through the hub and the emergency response in the

8

event of a release or fire.

9

a portion of a Material Safety Data Sheet for ethanol,

Appendix A appears to be

10

a flammable liquid.

11

railcar or tank truck of ethanol is involved in a fire

12

the recommended response is to isolate for 800 meters

13

and consider an initial evacuation for 800 meters in

14

all directions.

15

times, as I said.

16

The MSDS indicates if a tank,

This statement appears multiple

And there are a few items to point out

17

with respect to the transportation of ethanol.

18

proposed facility will not handle railcars of ethanol,

19

will not handle tank trucks of ethanol, or have

20

ethanol storage tanks.

21

which would represent the largest single volume of a

22

container, represents less than 1/100 th of 1 percent

23

of all intermodal containers.

24

mentioned, site specific emergency response plans will

25

address the release of a flammable liquid such as
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1

ethanol.

2

Within Appendix B, train accidents

3

data and rates utilizing TSB and Railway Association

4

of Canada data is summarized for the entire industry,

5

and then uses that summary as part of an evaluation of

6

risk for CN operations.

7

I would like to address, the first being frequency and

8

severity of accidents.

9

And there are three elements

The briefing includes TSB reportable

10

occurrences that are neither a train collision of some

11

type, nor a derailment.

12

appears to make an assumption all accidents are

13

serious, and includes incidents by TSB's definitions,

14

that results in minimal consequences such as no

15

damage, no fires, no releases, and no injuries.

16

this leads to significantly overstating accident

17

severity.

18

Additionally, the briefing

And

Reference is made to the number of

19

dangerous goods accidents.

20

over represents the number of accidents that actually

21

result in a dangerous goods release.

22

goods accident does not mean that there is a release.

23

Since the year 2000, across all of CN's intermodal

24

terminals we have had zero train accidents that

25

resulted in a dangerous goods release under TSB's
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1

definition.

2

And lastly on fires.

The appendix has

3

an assumption within the brief that 20 percent of all

4

dangerous goods accidents starts fires.

5

concludes that one would expect 1.4 fires per year at

6

the hub as a result of an accident or other cause.

7

And this simply does not reflect our operational data.

8

We have had zero fires as a result of a train accident

9

across our intermodal terminals.

10

The brief

And one final note with respect to

11

implications of noncompliance with federal rules.

12

project will fully comply with regulatory requirements

13

during construction and operation.

14

throughout the briefing references are made of alleged

15

noncompliance to rules that are not yet applicable,

16

given the stage of the project.

17

detailed site specific emergency response plan will be

18

created once the final design is complete and prior to

19

start up of the facility.

20
21

The

However,

As an example, a

CN believes the brief does not
accurately reflect compliance status.

22

And lastly, Madam Chair, before

23

concluding, last week the topic of waybills and

24

information available on waybills was brought up.

25

This was during the session on Wednesday, June 19th.
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

850

1

Dr. Heathcote asked us if a dangerous

2

goods waybill contained emergency response information

3

like how to clean up a spill, and Mr. Lerner indicated

4

at that time it does not.

5

I want to take a moment to clarify

6

that response.

7

clean-up measures.

8

important information about the product that enables

9

emergency responders to safely and effectively respond

10

The waybill does not itself specify
It does, however, include

to any incident.

11

The waybill identifies the product,

12

includes the STCC code that we had talked about last

13

year, as well as the class of good.

14

number that identifies the specific product, which

15

allows emergency responders to determine appropriate

16

response measures.

17

It provides a UN

Waybill also provides emergency

18

contact information for the shipper and a shipper

19

declaration.

20

Under federal regulations pursuant to

21

the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, all

22

dangerous goods and all modes of transportation,

23

whether they be road, rail, marine or air, must have a

24

waybill with this information.

25

with confidential information redacted that we can
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1

provide as an exhibit if that would be helpful.

2

Madam Chair, that concludes our

3

presentation and our comments.

4
5

Thank you

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much,

Mr. Beekman and Ms. Patterson, for your presentation.

6

Now we will go to questions.

I think

7

I'd like to suggest since that presentation included

8

comments on Halton Municipalities' presentation, which

9

they have not yet been able to make, so I think it

10

would be more helpful and meaningful if we hold those

11

questions, any questions related to the matters that

12

Mr. Beekman was just referring to, until Halton have

13

had the chance to make the presentation and we've seen

14

the information on the slide.

That would be helpful.

15

Okay.

If that's all right.

16

So the questions -- I'm going to call

17

for the questions, if you remember, way back this

18

morning, so how we're handling it with the

19

topic-specific sessions is that I will call in order

20

of presentation.

21

and malfunctions, that means I will be asking

22

Transport Canada first, then Halton, then others and

23

then the Panel will bat last, as it were.

24
25

So in this case for this accidents

So Transport Canada, do you have any
questions?
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1
2

So there are no questions from
Transport Canada.

3

Halton, you have some questions.

4

MR. NORTHEY:

Madam Chair, I just am

5

trying to clarify.

6

thought I understood a minute ago, which was to have

7

our expert go first, or did I mishear you?

8
9

You had made a proposal that I

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Oh, well, actually,

what I proposed, but maybe your suggestion is better,

10

but I was just saying that if there were questions

11

related to those specific things -- I can't remember

12

them you all -- ethanol, the items where Mr. Beekman

13

says there are things in Halton presentation's that we

14

wish to say something about.

15
16

It was specific to those, but your
approach may make more sense.

17

MR. NORTHEY:

If I could respectfully

18

request just five minutes and then we will have our

19

expert go make the presentation that you have seen and

20

that CN has seen and then we'll do the questions

21

after.

22

I think that would work.

And I agree

23

this morning was a bit inefficient, and this would

24

probably be more efficient, so I certainly would --

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1
2

And so Transport Canada is going to
make the next presentation.

3

MR. NORTHEY:

Fair enough.

4

So I was simply looking for a modest

5

time just to catch up to -- Madam Chair, we are

6

receiving information we don't have.

7

useful to have a chance to ask our expert what we just

8

heard, as you've you just heard, and so having the

9

expert stand up immediately with new information from

It would be

10

CN, I think -- I respectfully would like at least some

11

time to figure out what that meant.

12

So I'm not disagreeing --

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

14

MR. NORTHEY:

15

Canada.

16

Certainly.

-- with Transport

I'm just figuring out how to do this.
THE CHAIRPERSON:

So -- all right.

So

17

if it's okay with you, I will now -- I will call -- so

18

Transport Canada have no questions.

19
20

I will call to see if there's anybody
else who has questions of CN.

21

MR. NORTHEY:

Thank you.

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And then the Panel

23

may have some questions, and then we will go to -- you

24

can decide whether you want to ask your questions

25

before your presentation.
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1
2

So you will give your presentation and
then you'll ask some questions.

3
4

MR. NORTHEY:

I thought that might be

efficient because then the Panel has --

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

MR. NORTHEY:

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

suggestions.

9

agreeable.

Sure.

-- our information.
Always open to good

I think that's just fine, if that's
Any problems with that?

10

No?

Okay.

Thank you.

11

So I have -- thank you, Mr. Northey.

12

So we have two questions that have

13

been brought to my attention from Mr. Paquette and Mr.

14

Canzona.

15
16

Shall we do it that in order?
If you would like to come forward.

You have questions for CN?

Yes.

17

MR. PAQUETTE:

18

All right.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

Well, we heard some -- we

19

heard you talking about safety, and it's great to hear

20

about the safety that you're doing -- that you're

21

taking into an account from within your intermodal

22

facility, but I'm still very concerned about the first

23

mile-last mile outside of the intermodal facility and

24

the safety of 1,600 trucks a day on our roads where my

25

nine year old daughter is biking, so this is
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1

concerning for me.

2

And with that, I guess we've heard

3

over the course of today the issues that terminals are

4

facing given like the Brampton terminal, the issues

5

that you have in terms of inadequate infrastructure

6

there, long wait time causing delays, high terminal

7

costs.

8
9

It sounds to me based on your
comments, and -- of this morning that Canada has a

10

very immature inland intermodal transportation system.

11

And due to this immature system, it surprises me that

12

your comment from this morning that you haven't looked

13

at a proven selection method for the selection of the

14

site, so something like the -- as simple as the

15

analytical hierarchy process method, AHP for short,

16

which is a great method for multi-criteria

17

decision-making, all right.

18

other rail companies in the world.

19

And it has been used by

A little bit of background.

The AHP

20

shows good practical characteristics that are of

21

crucial importance to decision-making on certain kinds

22

of infrastructure such as inland intermodals.

23

A significant feature of the AHP, all

24

right, is to quantify decision-makers' subjective

25

judgments by assigning corresponding numerical values
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1

based on the relative importance factors that are

2

under consideration.

3

So my question is, why haven't you --

4

you talked about -- today about going above and beyond

5

when it comes to risk and so on.

6

above and beyond when whether it comes to the

7

selection of the site?

Why haven't you gone

8

Thank you, Madam Chair.

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

10

referenced -- could you reference what you were

11

talking about?

12

this system you were talking about?

13

Mr. Paquette, you

As you began your preamble, what was

MR. PAQUETTE:

Oh, the AHP, the

14

analytical hierarchy process method, AHP.

15

several methods that exist for multi-criteria

16

decision-making.

17
18

It's -- this one has been used, you
know, in -- used before by --

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

20

MR. PAQUETTE:

21

-- universities and

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

So it's

not a method that's specific to --

24
25

Okay.

studies and --

22
23

It's one of

MR. PAQUETTE:

I'm not bringing it
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:
transportation or anything.

3
4

MR. PAQUETTE:

It's a -But rail companies have

used it for other projects, though, yes.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

MR. PAQUETTE:

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

MR. REYNOLDS:

9

-- intermodal or

Okay.

Yeah.
So CN.

Sure.

Thanks, Madam

Chair, and thank you for the question.

10

So like I was referencing before when

11

we were talking about the site selection, a robust

12

process was implemented or was put in place when we

13

did our site selection process, looked at various

14

principles and features as we worked through it, and

15

it followed the guidelines that were laid out for us,

16

you know, as part of the EIS Guidelines.

17

So we did follow quite a rigourous

18

framework and quite a rigorous process as we walked

19

through it.

20

referenced, but as you say, there's many ways of going

21

about it and that's certainly, in our opinion, quite a

22

robust process.

23

It wasn't the specific one you

And the assumptions and the results

24

are all laid out in those IRs that I referenced

25

earlier.
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1

factors were considered in each of the different -- at

2

each of the different sites and the process that we

3

went through to establish that the South Milton site

4

was the preferred site for the facility.

5

MR. PAQUETTE:

6

Thanks, Madam Chair.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

Okay.

Thank you.

Thank you, Mr.

Paquette.

9

Mr. Canzona.

10

MR. CANZONA:

11

question is a procedural one.

12

Review Panel, if I may.

Hi.

Thank you.

My

It's actually for the

13

In speaking to the secretariat a few

14

years ago when all this started, there was questions

15

about the scope of an environmental assessment, and

16

specifically with regards -- and it was referenced

17

this morning with regards to the impact on local

18

residents.

19

So the question is if -- it's my

20

understanding that in a typical or standard

21

environmental assessment those assessments do not

22

include in their scope environmental effects on health

23

and socio-economic conditions of local residents

24

unless the project requires a federal authority to

25

exercise a power or perform a duty.
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1

the legislation, I guess.

2

So my question for the Review Panel

3

is, can you confirm that this environmental assessment

4

will indeed include within its scope the environmental

5

effects on health and socio-economic conditions of

6

local residents?

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. Canzona, I

8

always cautiously like to give a moment to think about

9

these things.

So if you don't mind, I will come back

10

with an answer after we have the break.

11

respond to that.

12

question.

So I will

The Panel will respond to that

13

MR. CANZONA:

Thank you.

14

And as a follow-up to that -- probably

15

makes sense to raise it now so you can also consider

16

it.

17

effects may be significant, underline significant,

18

even though the effects of each action when

19

independently assessed are considered insignificant.

It has been shown that incremental adverse

20

Can the Review Panel confirm that this

21

assessment, that it -- during this assessment --

22

environmental assessment of cumulative effects, it

23

will include incremental effects resulting from the

24

combined influences of various actions?

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

question, your two questions.

And I'm certainly not

2

going to speak off the top of my head, and we will

3

come back after our break and give you -- well, I

4

assume it will be after our break.

5

MR. CANZONA:

6

Thank you.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

Yes.

10

Thank you, Mr. Canzona.

So before our break, we will -anybody else?

12
13

Those were the

questions, were they not?

9

11

Or later.

Those were the two that I knew about.
MR. MEYER:

Can I just ask a question

or do I have to --

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

If you come to --

15

you have to come to the -- and identify yourself if

16

you come to the podium, please.

17
18

MR. MEYER:

Thank you.

John Meyer,

local resident.

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I'm sorry.

I will

20

also ask you to just spell that for the record.

21

MR. MEYER:

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

23

MR. MEYER:

24

You've gone into great detail about

25

J-o-h-n, M-e-y-e-r.
Thank you.

A question for CN.

your safety standards and response plans on the actual
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1

intermodal site.

2

half of your operation.

3

However, I argue that that is only

You have stated that the trust aspect

4

is mainland or third party control and you have little

5

influence over them and where and how they travel.

6

How do you plan on mitigating safety

7

issues on the other half of your operation trucks

8

before and after they leave your facility?

9
10

MR. REYNOLDS:

Thank you for the

question.

11

And certainly as was mentioned

12

throughout the presentation and generally, safety is

13

certainly something CN takes seriously.

14

having heard that this was a concern of the community

15

as we walked through leading up to this process and

16

throughout this process, we retained a third party

17

expert to do an analysis on the road network on the

18

anticipated sort of dispersion of the trucks, if you

19

will, along the arterial road network to understand

20

what the safety impact would be to that road network.

21
22

And you know,

They will be presenting that tomorrow.
I hope you're able to attend.

23

And what they've determined is that

24

there isn't anticipated to be a great increase in the

25

risk associated with the additional traffic relative
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1

to all of the other incremental traffic around --

2

growing up within the town itself and the region.

3

So the addition of the trucks isn't

4

anticipated to increase the risk greatly.

5

said, that will be covered in much more detail

6

tomorrow at the session on that.

7
8

MR. MEYER:

And as I

I have one follow-up

question, if possible.

9

Do you plan on providing extra funding

10

on a continuous basis to local law enforcement and

11

municipal infrastructure projects to help improve

12

safety to accommodate all of these proposed trucks in

13

the future?

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

Well, CN does -- we do

15

continue to contribute through the tax that we pay to

16

the town to all of these different elements.

17

again, that's actually the subject of the coming

18

presentations.

19

And

But certainly, and as we discussed

20

earlier, we have the CN police force who works

21

actively with all the local police forces in all of

22

the communities that we work in to ensure that, you

23

know, all issues that are being raised are being

24

addressed.

25

MR. MEYER:
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:
for your question.

3
4

We will turn to the Panel for some
questions before we take our break.

5
6

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:
questions.

7
8

Thank you very much

I have some

Thank you, Madam Chair.
I'm going to take you, CN, to your

slide 17.

9

There are a couple of questions there.
But actually, maybe, first, can you

10

tell us about the container sizes that will be

11

travelling through this site?

12

So I think you said household goods,

13

so I guess jugs and bottles.

14

would there be larger containers?

15

What I'm wondering is

I think sometimes they're called

16

totes, big square containers.

17

containers would be travelling through?

18

MR. LERNER:

So what kinds of

So just to clarify, so

19

you're not talking about the actual container.

20

You're talking about the --

21
22

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Not the

box, no.

23
24

Sorry.

MR. LERNER:

-- 40 or the 50 -- so

within --

25

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:
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1

container.

2
3

MR. LERNER:

And you're referring to a

specific commodity or just in general?

4

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

I guess I'm

5

thinking of dangerous goods, let's say bleach,

6

something like bleach.

7

MR. LERNER:

8

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

9

Right.

So -What's the largest

container within the container that would be --

10

MR. LERNER:

Well, so typically finish

11

goods like that, they go in pallets, the wood

12

underneath it, and those those are packed in cardboard

13

boxes or, depending on what the product is, bubble

14

wrap or so on.

15

I mean, it depends on the product, but

16

they're not like the full container.

17

regular packaging, if you will.

18

industrial goods.

They're just

They're not

19

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

20

So it would be the size of bottles or

21

They're not.

jugs that you would buy at Canadian Tire, or.

22

MR. LERNER:

Well, that would be --

23

yeah.

So we're talking whether it's the batteries or

24

alcohol or bleach or -- I mean, it's those type of

25

product that we move.
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1

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

2

would not be larger bottles or big square totes?

3

MR. LERNER:

Okay.

And they

I'm not exactly -- like I

4

know for the for the most part it's not.

5

want to say with a 100 percent certainty that --

6

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

7

10

I just don't

That's fine.

Thank

you.

8
9

No?

So to your slide 17, then, a couple
questions there.

I'm interested in point about

separation from natural areas.

11

So what do you mean by that?

So how

12

will hazardous materials be separated from natural

13

areas?

14

MS. PATTERSON:

So as part of the

15

terminal layout design, the pad itself has been

16

located within the centre of the property.

17

part of the design of Indian Creek, for example, with

18

the relocation of Indian Creek, that provides an

19

increased separation distance from the natural

20

environment from the work pad areas where the

21

hazardous materials would be predominantly located.

22

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

We have as

So would the work

23

pads be bermed or it would only be the would be the

24

only separation?

25

MS. PATTERSON:
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1

to that.

2

The work pads are paved and the

3

drainage on those pads drain into the storm drain

4

system, which is then treated with the oil grit

5

separator as well as the remainder of the treatment

6

process.

7

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

But I would think

8

the oil grit separator is not designed to treat

9

materials or remove materials like bleach or other

10

liquids like that.

11

So that leads me, actually, to my

12

second question.

On the same slide you say that the

13

stormwater management system, including its shut-off

14

volume valves, provides protect for hazardous

15

materials spill.

16

How is that going to work?

17

MS. PATTERSON:

So as I indicated in

18

the presentation, the amount of dangerous goods that's

19

moved through the terminal is very small, and the

20

types of goods themselves are in relatively small

21

containers.

22

So in the unlikely event that we would

23

have a leak or a spill, that would be contained to the

24

pad area.

25

The product itself following the
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1

treatment train process that the terminal has been

2

designed with, it would enter into the oil grit

3

separator system.

4

separated at that point.

5

grass swale portion of the treatment train system, and

6

it then would enter the stormwater management ponds,

7

which have the shut-off valve on them.

8
9

If it's a hydrocarbon it would be
It then would move into the

So it provides a containment source in
the unlikely event that we would have a product that

10

would escape the pad, would escape the oil grit

11

separator, would escape the grass swale.

12
13

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:
pond.

Then what?

14
15

So now it's in the

So you've got -- the shut-off valve is
turned off.

16

MS. PATTERSON:

Correct.

17

So CN would initiate the emergency

18

response plan for the facility and we would have

19

emergency responders located on site that would deal

20

with emergency response immediately, depending on the

21

nature of the incident.

22

throughout our network and certainly in the greater

23

Toronto area as well as our substantial consultant

24

base trained in emergency response that would be

25

immediately called to respond to the incident.
613-521-0703
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1

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

2

That answers one of my other

3

Okay.

Thank you.

questions, so that shortens the list.

4

In the event that you had -- and I'm

5

not going to speculate on what this might be, but had

6

a need because of the spill to air or water to

7

communicate with local residents, you needed to warn

8

people this has happened.

9
10

First of all, how would you do that?
So what mechanism would you use?

11

MS. PATTERSON:

Certainly.

12

CN's emergency response plan, one of

13

the very first components of that is the notification

14

system.

15

So if an incident were to occur in the

16

terminal, the terminal manager would be advised,

17

obviously, immediately.

18

identified the incident would report it to CN police.

19

It's our emergency response line, which would then

20

immediately send out notification systems throughout

21

CN, which would also include notifications to the

22

emergency responders, if necessary, as well as

23

notifications to the municipality Mayors as needed

24

depending on sort of the level of incident that would

25

be occurring.
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1

So the emergency response plan has a

2

specific component on communications external and

3

internally.

4

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Okay.

How do you

5

decide about the scale, the geographic scale at which

6

to communicate?

7

So how do you decide it's enough to

8

call the Town of Milton or, gee, maybe we need to go a

9

little farther afield?

10

How does that decision get

made?

11

MS. PATTERSON:

Certainly with the

12

knowledge of the types of incidents that occur in our

13

terminals, our public affairs individuals who would be

14

part that communication process would conduct those

15

calls to the local municipalities advising them of

16

incidences if they occur in the terminal or on the CN

17

network whether or not they are significant or a very

18

minor event.

19

communications with the communities that we operate

20

in.

21

It's just part of our normal

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So I'm going to

22

push that one a little bit because I don't think --

23

maybe I didn't make myself clear.

24
25

But say there's a spill to water and
it's moving downstream through Indian Creek, for
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StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

870

1

example, off the site and downstream.

2

decision and how is it made as to who downstream needs

3

to know about it?

4
5

Are you saying that's your public
relations, your public affairs people make that call?

6
7

MR. BEEKMAN:

I'll try to address your

question directly.

8
9

Who makes the

So as we -- I had mentioned in my
presentation that we follow incident management

10

system, so technically you have an on-site incident

11

commander and they're going to make an immediate

12

judgment call on whether or not there's the potential

13

for off-site impact.

14

It might be the type of material,

15

might be the volume of material, and then there's

16

essentially a notification call tree that is -- that

17

would be sitting within the facility specific

18

emergency response plan.

19
20

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Thank you.

That's

clear.

21

Thank you, Madam Chair.

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I just have one

23

question, and it relates to slide 10, your

24

collaborative approach to safe container loading.

25

Without -- I don't think I need
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details on what sort of things your training ship was

2

in, but is this -- so it's a collaborative approach.

3

Does CN have -- do you have some

4

contractual tools by which you ensure that shippers

5

collaborate with you?

6

MR. BEEKMAN:

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

Give me a moment.
Okay.

--- Pause

9

MR. BEEKMAN:

So Madam Chair, the

10

basis for that collaboration rests within American

11

Association of Railroad load specs, and so shippers

12

are obligated to essentially follow those specs.

13

There's no contractual obligation, but as a shipper

14

they are obligated to follow those.

15

So our role in that is to help to

16

create and develop those load specs, train shippers on

17

those specs and then audit their performance against

18

it.

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

So what did

20

you say, that they are obligated to follow those

21

specs?

Why are they obligated?

22

MR. BEEKMAN:

As a member of good

23

standing, I guess.

24

design specs, whether it's track, whether it's

25

inspection criteria, that sort of thing.
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1
2

This is just another topic that
they've established the design requirements.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So are they all

4

members of this -- if they're a shipper, are they all

5

members of this body?

6

MR. BEEKMAN:

Of AAR.

7

MEMBER McMURRAY:

8

have introduced into our lexicon a term I don't

9

believe we have previously heard, which is the

Mr. Beekman, you

10

American Association of Railroads, the AAR.

11

want to educate us on what that is and why a Review

12

Panel in Canada would be worried about the AAR.

13

MR. BEEKMAN:

You might

So the American

14

Association of Railroads is essentially the -- it's a

15

trade organization that all Class 1 railroads in North

16

America actually belong to.

17

establish various requirements, equipment design,

18

equipment inspection requirements, that type of thing

19

for any Class 1 railroad in North America.

20

And as I said, they

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So I get it.

21

belong to that.

22

and then you educate the shippers.

23

belong to this --

You, CN, abides by the specifications

24

MR. BEEKMAN:

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

the shippers -- and this is -- this is a still a

2

voluntary process for the -- do you have clout with

3

the shippers, I mean, in any way?

4

You said you don't have a contractual

5

thing.

You audit them, so that suggests -- how do you

6

audit them?

7

inside the container and --

You pick some at random and you look

8

MR. BEEKMAN:

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

10

-- see if there --

and then what happens if they're not?

11
12

Exactly.

MR. BEEKMAN:

There's follow-up

through our commercial organization.

13

If there's ongoing issues with the

14

shipper, there might be some additional training,

15

additional auditing, additional oversight.

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And ultimately you

17

can refuse to take their shipment, can you?

18

MR. BEEKMAN:

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

20

Yes.
That's the clout,

ultimately.

21

MR. BEEKMAN:

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

23

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Thank you.

24

When I first looked at the slides

25

Yes.
Thank you.

you've spoken of today, I wondered, gee, CN hasn't
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1

told us how many other intermodal terminals they

2

operate and CN hasn't told us how many years they've

3

been operating them and CN hasn't told us anything in

4

the slides about the experience they have learned,

5

what they have learned from that -- from those other

6

facilities and those years of operating them.

7
8

However, you spoke to those today so I
don't have any questions.

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

10

lead-up -- quite a lead-up.

11

that.

12
13

Thank you.
That was a

Anyway, good result to

That concludes the Panel questions, so
I think -- I see a hand going up.

14

Do you want to ask a quick question?

15

I could take one question if you'd like to come

16

forward.

17
18

MS. VOGEL POST:
Post.

Hi.

My name is Rita

You have my name before.

19

What I wanted to address is the issues

20

of potential hazardous waste in the facility.

21

talked about bleach as an example and it's small

22

containers at the -- that you would buy at the grocery

23

store, whatever, which is fine, but if 1,000 pounds of

24

feathers and 1,000 pounds of bricks is different,

25

we're not talking about going to the grocery store and
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1

having one or two jugs of bleach in your grocery cart.

2

We're talking about an intermodal container that could

3

potentially contain thousands of bottles of bleach, so

4

thousands of gallons of bleach, not just a couple of

5

jugs.

6

So you talked about the emergency

7

response.

Our concern is you had -- sounds like you

8

have a procedure in place, but what happens to

9

residents who are immediately adjacent to the site

10

should there be an event?

11

on that list to be contacted.

12

Sounds like we're not even

And potentially, when you bring your

13

experts in it lock look at the facility to address the

14

issues, what if -- they're in the GTA.

15

take four or five hours, six hours or more, depending

16

on the time of day.

17

last on the totem pole, waiting to be contacted?

18
19

That could

So are we sitting there waiting

How is that resolved?

Because that's

a serious concern.

20

We may see it, we may hear it, we may

21

smell it, but if nobody's contacting us, if we're

22

trying to get out of our properties, out of the area,

23

Tremaine Road's going be jammed.

24

be jammed.

25

Britannia's going to

How do we get out of there?
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1

1,600 trucks potentially.

2

We're stuck.

So what considerations have been given

3

to the residents immediately adjacent to the site, if

4

any?

5

MR. REYNOLDS:

Certainly the

6

neighbours we have to our facility are tremendously

7

important and they will form part of the communication

8

plan.

9

protocol, I may leave it to somebody more familiar

10

Where they fall in in the list of -- or in the

with it to explain.

11

But certainly public interest is high

12

on our priority list.

13

on the sort of community liaison or the community

14

committee that we would put together to ensure that

15

concerns are being addressed.

16

that protocol we would also be able to address the

17

communication protocol that would form part of the

18

management plan or the communication management plan

19

if ever there were an emergency.

20

I think that's where we touched

And I think through

And just with relation to, you know,

21

the vehicle traffic, I mean, they're spread out

22

throughout the day, right.

23

all at one time.

It won't be 1,600 trucks

It's spread.

24

MS. VOGEL POST:

25

MR. REYNOLDS:
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MS. VOGEL POST:

If it's a 24-hour

2

period, it's one truck every 15 minutes, 29 kilometres

3

of trucks every day.

4

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah.

And we'll go

5

through that with our traffic presentation a lot more

6

tomorrow in detail, so we'll get some good detail on

7

that.

8
9

But I don't know if you guys have
anything else you'd like to add to that.

But that --

10

I'm -- certainly community concern will be and

11

communication to the community will be part of that

12

communication plan.

13

MS. VOGEL POST:

Okay.

Well, I thank

14

you for saying that publicly, but I have to also

15

address to the Panel I, quite frankly, don't believe

16

you because in 18 years of going through this process

17

with that small break we had in between, we've only

18

had one contact from CN, so I'd really like to see

19

that you prove yourself and really do work with the

20

residents because we have very serious and grave

21

concerns about what would happen if this goes through.

22

Thank you.

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

24

I think we should take a break at this

25

point.

Thank you, Ms. Post.

It is quarter to 4:00, so we will return at 4
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1

o'clock.

And we will go straight to the presentation

2

by Transport Canada.

3
4
5
6
7

Thank you.
--- Upon recessing at 3:46 p.m. /
Suspension à 15 h 46
--- Upon resuming at 4:01 p.m. /
Reprise à 16 h 01

8
9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

As you all know we

are running late, for this I apologize, but these

10

things happen.

11

this morning, that I mentioned that a presenter from

12

OMAFRA, that’s Mr. Turvey, has another commitment he

13

has to get away for.

14

collectively -- I know Transport Canada was sitting

15

there already, and now they have vacated the space.

16

Would it be -- now this involves you switching your

17

heads around for a brief spell into another topic --

18

that might be a rest.

19

as a rest -- might not.

20

You may remember, those of you here

So I am going to ask if

You know, a change is as good

Would there be any objection if we

21

asked Mr. Turvey to make his presentation now, which

22

is a socio-economic subject and then we will pick up

23

again and go back to accidents and malfunctions, and

24

ask Transport Canada to make their presentation.

25

Can I just see if there's general
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1

acceptance of that?

2

Turvey.

3
4

I apologize, but that help Mr.

MR. NORTHEY:

No objection from

Halton, if you want that on the record.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I will read into the

6

record there was no objection from Halton, and if it's

7

okay with CN?

8

So that sounds good.
MR. NORTHEY:

Mr. Turvey?

(off mic) I’m just going

9

to get another (inaudible) and get that changed.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

Yes, yes.

PRESENTATION

12

MR. TURVEY:

Thank you, Madam Chair,

13

and thanks to everyone else in the room as well for

14

accommodating me.

15

I appreciate that sincerely.

Thank you for engaging the Ontario

16

Ministry of Agricultural, Food, and Rural Affairs in

17

the joint review process for the Milton Logistics Hub

18

Project, proposed by Canadian National Railway.

19

appreciate the work the Panel is undertaking to assess

20

the suitability of the project.

21

We

As mentioned, my name is John Turvey.

22

I’m a policy advisor and I’ve worked with OMAFRA since

23

2000 in our Land Use Policy and Stewardship unit.

24

Along with my colleague, Michelle Doncaster, I

25

prepared the correspondence sent by our director on
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May 29, 2019.

2

I understand you will be hearing from

3

my colleagues at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and

4

Housing tomorrow.

5

they will provide an overview of the provincial role

6

in land use planning, including the provincial policy

7

statement, provincial plans and the one-window

8

planning service.

9

presentation, but I bring this point to your attention

10

And as part of their submission,

I don't want to preempt their

to better explain the role of our Ministry.

11

The provincial one window planning is

12

the organizational structure and process that provides

13

municipalities, planning boards, development

14

applicants, and the public, with one stop access to

15

provincial planning input and decisions in Ontario.

16

The Ministery of Municipal Affairs and Housing is the

17

lead ministry and works collaboratively with other

18

partner Monistries, such as OMAFRA, in making

19

provincial decisions and providing coordinated

20

feedback.

21

As a technical partner Ministry OMAFRA

22

provides input regarding the protection of prime

23

agricultural areas and farm operations, and support

24

for the economic success of Ontario’s Agri-Food

25

sector.
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1

planning and environment assessment decisions consider

2

provincial agriculatural policies, goals, and

3

objectives, as outlined in documents such as the

4

provincial policy statement, A Place to Grow, the

5

Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, and the

6

greenbelt plan.

7

We would note that the recently

8

amended Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe,

9

May 2019, includes policies related to the

10

agricultural system.

11

farmland, the agricultural system policies recognize

12

the need to support the economic success of the

13

Agri-Food sector, in part by recognizing connections

14

to critical infrastructure such as transportation

15

hubs.

16

In addition to protecting

As a technical partner Ministry in the

17

one window planning process, OMAFRA does not have a

18

direct role in issuing permits, authorizations, or

19

approvals regarding land use planning and

20

environmental assessment decisions.

21

On June 14th, 2018, CN provided the

22

Review Panel with supplementary information for the

23

Panel to review and consider as part of the

24

environmental impact statement, under the Canadian

25

Environmental Assessment Act.
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1

responses to the Panel questions related to

2

agriculture on pages 59 through 69 inclusive, of the

3

that report.

4

additional information the following three areas.

5

Identification of designated agricultural lands,

6

project induced changes on agricultural activities,

7

and mitigation options for effects on agriculture.

8
9

The Panel specifically requested

In response to the first question, the
proponent clarified that the project development area

10

comprises a total 185 hectares.

Much of that PDA is

11

currently in agricultural production and these lands

12

are currently owned by CN.

13

that area are designated as a primary cultural area in

14

the Region of Halton official plan.

15

hectares are designated as employment lands in the

16

region of Halton official plan.

17

designated various aspects of a regional natural

18

heritage system.

Thirty (30) hectares of

Eighty (80)

And the balance is

19

With respect to to the second issue,

20

regarding changes in agricultural activities induced

21

by the project with respect to the lands within the

22

PDA, it's clear that agricultural production would

23

cease.

24

the landowners and farmers who sold land to CN.

25

CN also notes that current agreements with local

CN has noted compensation has been provided to
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1

farmers recognize the temporary nature of the CN lease

2

arrangements for agricultural production on the

3

subject lands.

4

Outside of the PDA.

CN does not

5

anticipate any limitations for adjacent agricultural

6

activities.

7

project related effects are anticipated to abutting

8

agricultural operations, for agricultural productivity

9

or efficiency.

The proponent concludes that no other

CN notes that these lands have been

10

identify by the Municipality as well, as future

11

strategic employment area.

12

With respect to the third issue, CN

13

notes the Environmental Impact Statement does propose

14

several mitigation measures, including notifying

15

farmers in the area prior to construction about

16

potential limits to agricultural activity, such as

17

access restrictions.

18

OMAFRA would like to acknowledge the

19

Panel’s effort to ensure that the impact of this

20

project on agricultural land and farm operations in

21

the area have been considered and assessed.

22

appears the CN report generally addresses the Panel's

23

additional questions and that mitigation measures will

24

help to alleviate some of the potential impacts from

25

the project on agriculture.
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1

We understand the Panel will be

2

providing a recommendation on the project.

3

so, it would be beneficial for the Panel to recommend

4

that CN work with the farm community -- including some

5

of the various local organizations such as the Halton

6

Federation of Agricultural -- in the area if the

7

project proceeds, to ensure that appropriate

8

mitigation measures are implemented in ways that are

9

responsive to the needs of the local farm community.

10

In doing

Thank you for the opportunity to

11

present you to today, and I look forward to any

12

questions you may have.

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much.

14

Mr. Turvey.

15

Halton and then other parties, if that's okay?

16

order.

17

the panel.

18

Turvey?

That

So CN do you have questions for Mr.

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, we do not

have any questions.

21
22

I will then ask

And then there will be maybe questions from

19
20

So I will ask CN first.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

Halton, do

you have some questions for Mr. Turvey?

23

MS. CÔTÉ:

24

and Members of the Panel.

25

is A-N-N-A, and the last name is C-Ô-T-É.
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1

here on behalf of the Halton Municipalities, and if

2

you may, I have a couple of questions for OMAFRA.
So in the May 29 th letter to the Panel,

3
4

which we heard from today.

5

does not have a direct role in issuing permits,

6

authorizations, or approvals regarding land use

7

planning and environmental assessment decisions.

8

so if that is the case, we are wondering what OMAFRA's

9

role is when it comes to this project?

10

MR. TURVEY:

OMAFRA states that OMAFRA

And

Well, I guess we were

11

formally asked to participate previously, at the last

12

session of the panel had, and we were asked again to

13

follow up, and along with all the other provincial

14

Ministries.

15

have a formal role in approvals, in terms of issuing

16

anything, but we are here in that we have been asked

17

to participate.

18
19

And much as we stated then that we don't

MS. CÔTÉ:

Thank you.

I have another

question if I may.

20

OMAFRA's letter largely summarizes

21

CN's work related to the agricultural topic.

22

wondering if OMAFRA has undertaken any further

23

analysis of this proposed project?

24

have reviewed any of the information that’s been

25

submitted by the Halton Municipalities on
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1

agricultural?

2

MR. TURVEY:

The short answer would

3

be, we have done no additional work ourselves, and

4

while I have seen the report prepared by Dr. Caldwell

5

just in the last day or so, in looking at what was

6

posted on the Panel's website, I haven't actually done

7

any sort of formal detailed review of his

8

presentation.

9

MS. CÔTÉ:

10
11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much.
Thank you very much

Ms. Côté.

12
13

Okay.

So Mr. Northey, you have some
questions?

14

MR. NORTHEY:

I have one -- sorry,

15

Madam Chair.

16

question, which is, sir, did you undertake any

17

analysis of how the project complies or does not

18

comply with provincial policy as part of your duties,

19

and given any advice on that to any of your

20

Ministries?

21

We were scrambling.

MR. TURVEY:

I have one further

We have not been formally

22

asked to provide a provincial position, either

23

internally externally, and we have not conducted a

24

review to that extent, no.

25

MR. NORTHEY:
613-521-0703

Okay.

StenoTran

So just to
www.stenotran.com

887

1

clarify then, Madam Chair, that would mean no review

2

of conformity with the green belt plan?

3
4

MR. TURVEY:
yes.

5
6

That would be correct,

MR. NORTHEY:

Or the provincial policy

statement?

7

MR. TURVEY:

That would be correct,

8

yes.

Again, because we, at this point, have not been

9

asked to provide that technical input.

10

MR. NORTHEY:

Thank you, Madam Chair.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

If I can

12

just add a follow-up question to that.

13

you played a role in the development of provincial

14

policy, I presume, with respect to the protection of

15

agricultural lands, and under what circumstances it

16

may be converted?

17

Did OMAFRA --

You have played a role in that.

MR. TURVEY:

Absolutely, yes, staff

18

have been integral from the development of the various

19

provincial documents, in terms of the PPS, the green

20

belt plan, et cetera.

Yeah.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

Before we go to Panel questions, have

23

I enabled everyone who should be -- yes, before we go

24

to Panel questions, is there anybody else in the room

25

who has a question for Mr. Turvey?
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1
2

Okay.

Who would like to

start?

3
4

The panel.

MEMBER McMURRAY:

I have no questions

for Mr. Turvey, thank you.

5

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So I do have a

6

question or two.

7

rules for the preservation of agricultural land?

8

Does the province have hard and fast

MR. TURVEY:

So there are, in terms of

9

things that would require provincial approval, in

10

terms of things that would need to go through the

11

planning act process.

12

characterize it to say that in most cases for

13

agricultural land, the process is one whereby we

14

identify areas to be protected and the policies are

15

there to sort of allow lands to be removed over time.

There are -- I guess I would

16

But there are a few specific areas

17

where currently the provincial framework would say

18

certain lands can't be removed from agricultural

19

production.

20

specialty crop area, for example, in the green belt.

21

As well as specialty crop areas within the provincial

22

policy statement.

23

framework is one that identifies agricultural areas

24

and then there are various policies that allow land to

25

be removed from prime agricultural areas for various
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1

uses, whether it's settlement boundary expansion, or

2

other non-agricultural uses.

3

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

4

quick follow-up question.

5

prime agricultural land is?

6

planning designation or --

7

MR. TURVEY:

Thank you, and a

Can you explain to me what
Is it just a land use

So it is -- in terms of

8

the way it's used in Ontario, we describe primary

9

agricultural areas, which are areas where prime

10

agricultural lands predominate.

11

within that area needs to be prime agricultural land,

12

but the majority of it should be.

13

land is defined as class one to three land that has

14

a -- that is rated under the Canada Land Inventory for

15

Agriculture.

16

So not all the land

Prime agricultural

And so class one to three lands are

17

those that can be used for agricultural crop

18

production on a continuous ongoing basis, without any

19

significant amendments to those lands.

20

context of southern Ontario, large areas of southern

21

Ontario would be class one to three and would be prime

22

agricultural land.

23

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So in the

Thank you.

I'm

24

going to consult my notes to see if I have another

25

question.
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1

to the Chair.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So agricultural land

3

is protected -- sorry, I'm going to make a statement.

4

This is not my conclusion.

5

seems from material that we have been reading, and

6

something you've just said that, is it an unfair

7

statement to make that agricultural -- that the policy

8

is generally to protect agricultural land until you

9

need to for something else?

10

MR. TURVEY:

I'm just saying what it

Well, I would think

11

there's -- it is a more -- in my mind, it's more

12

rigourous process to remove land.

13

said, unlike sort of some of the other resources where

14

it is that those resources are not to be interfered

15

with, for most agricultural land there is a process

16

whereby it can be converted subject to demonstration

17

of need and other criteria.

18

But there are, as I

You know, that said, we don't end up

19

with a whole bunch of scattered, non-agricultural uses

20

across much of the province, because those policies

21

are in place in order to ensure that it's not done

22

higgledy-piggeldy.

23

meeting those criteria.

24
25

And it's done in the context of

THE CHAIRPERSON:
process.
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1

is a process that allows the conversion of

2

agricultural land.

3

are protected for all time, that this process is --

4

that you can't convert any of it for any purposes?

5

Are there agricultural lands that

MR. TURVEY:

Yeah.

In our current

6

existing policy framework, lands are identified as

7

specialty crop areas and the most -- the two most

8

known examples within proximity to Milton would be,

9

the Holland Marsh area, north of around Bradford would

10

be an area that is identified as a specialty crop area

11

and could not be re-designated.

12

THE CHAIRPERSON:

13

MR. TURVEY:

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

15

MR. TURVEY:

16

A what area?

Specialty crop area.
A specialty crop?

Which crop?

I mean, just

give me an example.

17

MR. TURVEY:

So in the case of the

18

Holland Marsh, it's primarily carrots, and onions, and

19

other vegetables that are grown in those conditions.

20

The other major specialty crop area that most folks

21

would be familiar with would be the Niagara peninsula.

22

And that is a variety of things, but it includes

23

grapes, tender fruit, as well as green house

24

production.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

But the rest, if it's not designated in that way, then

2

then you will look at each -- well, you don't -- I

3

guess OMAFRA doesn't look at this.

4

be the policy,

5

decisions -- who --

provincial policy is set, and then the

6

MR. TURVEY:

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

process?

9

policy?

But so this would

So.
-- oversees this

Is it a municipal process under a provincial

10

MR. TURVEY:

Yes.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I think it -They make the --

12

they apply this rigourous process and make the

13

decision.

14

MR. TURVEY:

Right.

My colleagues

15

will talk a fair bit about the provincial process

16

tomorrow for Municipal Affairs.

17

the upper tier or single tier municipalities in the

18

province have been delegated the authority to make

19

those decisions under the provincial policy.

20
21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

But in most cases,

But they can't touch

the specialty crop areas?

22

MR. TURVEY:

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

24

that's my only question.

25

I -- oh yes, go ahead.
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1

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Just one quick one.

2

You mentioned that you would like to see -- OMAFRA

3

would like to see CN work with the Halton Federation

4

of Agriculture, and with the farming community.

5

suppose that's a form of mitigation.

6

there specific mitigation measures that you would like

7

to see it if this project were approved?

8
9

MR. TURVEY:

I

But are are

I think in raising that

point, we were making the point that they have

10

identified that they are going to do some of this

11

mitigation.

12

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

13

MR. TURVEY:

I see.

And we were simply

14

saying, to facilitate that we would recommend that --

15

specifically identifying specific agricultural

16

organizations for them to work through.

17
18

MEMBER HEATCOTE:

All right.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

Thank

you.

19

Thank you

20

very much, Mr. Turvey.

I know you have a bit after

21

drive ahead of you this evening so safe travels.

22

thank you for coming to present and answer questions.

23

MR. TURVEY:

24

THE CHAIRPERSON:

25

So

Thank you very much.
Thank you.

And

thank you too to Transport Canada for sitting down,
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

894

1

then getting up.

2

part.

3

PRESENTATION

That looked a little rude on our

But thank you for agreeing to do that.

4

MR. JEANS:

Good afternoon.

Thank

5

you, Madam Chairperson and the Panel for allowing us

6

the opportunity to present today.

7

Jeans, I'm the Regional Director of Surface in our

8

Ontario Regional Office, located in Toronto, Ontario.

9

I've been can Transport Canada for approximately 10

My name is Brian

10

years, exclusively in the Ontario region, holding

11

roles in the transportation of dangerous goods, as

12

well as in my current role, leading both the rail

13

safety and the transportation of dangerous goods

14

program regionally.

15

I would like to introduce Mr. Mike

16

Melville, my Acting Manager of Equipment and

17

Operations Program in rail safety since October 2018.

18

Mr. Melville has been with Transport Canada since

19

2008, joining as a Railway Safety Inspector in

20

Operations and has held Acting Manager roles for the

21

Transportation of Dangerous Goods, in addition to

22

Equipment and Operations, which he currently holds.

23

Mike is also a designated labour program official with

24

ESDC, in regards to the onboard train regulations for

25

health and safety that Transport Canada has
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1

responsibility.

2

Today we wish to guide the panel

3

through four sections of our presentation.

Very

4

briefly, relevant Act and regulations as they pertain

5

to this project.

6

certainly, I'm happy to expand in any area.

7

wish to provide comment on sections of the

8

Environmental Impact Statement and information

9

requests, predominantly IR-5, that were received from

It is relatively short and
We also

10

CN regarding malfunctions and accidents.

11

discuss the considerations of railway operations on

12

level crossings that may be impacted in the vicinity

13

of the project, and to wrap up with our conclusions.

14

As well as

Briefly on three main areas -- excuse

15

me -- three main areas of our regulation.

16

Canada certainly is a very large department of

17

approximately 5,000 people that has responsibilities

18

across abroad range.

19

security branch, so predominantly looking at rail

20

safety, transportation of dangerous goods, and we will

21

talk about another program as well, in the context of

22

our presentation

23

Transport

I represent our safety and

With this slide, our rail safety

24

program however, is responsible for the administration

25

of the Railway Safety Act and it’s regulatory regime
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1

which would be applicable to CN as a federal railway

2

and one of two class one railways carrying freight in

3

Canada.

4

responsible for developing and implementing policies,

5

guidelines, regulations, as well as approving

6

operating rules.

Response -- the rail safety program is also

7

The Regional Inspectors, so the -- in

8

the five regions in Canada we have Regional Inspectors

9

that monitor for compliance to determine if the

10

railway companies are complying with the requirements

11

of the RSA.

12

monitoring activities, such as audits, inspections, as

13

well as doing follow-ups to complaint handling.

14

Its rail safety program includes

In regards to the transportation of

15

dangerous goods, similarly the program is responsibile

16

for the administration of the Transportation of

17

Dangerous Goods Act and its regulatory regime.

18

will -- I will state that it is all modes.

19

shared accountability at provincial levels,

20

particularly by road of which the Ministry of

21

Transportation is the authority having jurisdiction,

22

which is shared.

23

in regards to dangerous goods.

24

answer within the federal regime.

25

instances that I may also indicate that there are
613-521-0703

I

There is a

So certainly there may be questions

StenoTran

I will do my best to
There may be

www.stenotran.com

897

1

other jurisdictions that do have authority on similar

2

matters.

3
4

In regards to rail then it would be
Transport Canada exclusively in this context.

5

So our program does administer,

6

oversee policies and regulations in a manner

7

harmonized with international standards and provide

8

expertise and emergency response in the event of a

9

release of dangerous goods.

10

The transportation of dangerous goods

11

regulation establishes the safety requirements, which

12

include classification, documentation, packaging,

13

safety marks, training, emergency response assistance

14

plans, and incident reporting.

15

team of Regional Inspectors that monitor for

16

compliance.

17

And we also have a

The third area, intermodal surface

18

security oversight.

19

developing and administering and overseeing policies,

20

frameworks, standards, and guidance material necessary

21

for the secure conduct of surface and intermodal

22

activities.

23

This program is responsible for

On May 15, 2019 Transport Canada

24

introduced new regulations respecting the security of

25

the transportation of dangerous goods by rail, through
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1

the transportation of dangerous goods by rail security

2

regulations.

3

companies to conduct security inspections and security

4

risk assessments, develop plans, and provide security

5

plan training, and implement security awareness

6

training, and reporting security incidents to

7

Transport Canada.

8

with inspectors that monitor for compliance to this

9

program.

10

The new regulations require rail

Again, there is a regional program

So moving into our second objective in

11

the presentation, and that's addressing potential

12

accident scenarios as identified in the Environmental

13

Impact Statement and IR-5 predominantly, we focus on

14

two areas.

15

and derailments.

16

list of malfunctions that may occur.

17

outside the scope of the transportation of dangerous

18

goods.

19

We focus on spill of containerized goods
I note that CN provided a variety of
Some fall

For requirements or exemptions that do

20

exist, for instance fuel that is contained in a mode

21

of transport, a fuel tank for instance, although there

22

may be diesel fuel and if it is transported in tank it

23

follows under the transportation of dangerous goods.

24

However, when it is a container, in a fuel tank

25

causing mode of power, it is exempted from the
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1

transportation of dangerous goods.

2

speaking predominantly to those issue, but more the

3

goods that are carried by both road and rail.

4

So I will not be

So Transport Canada focussed on

5

section 6.6.2 effects of potential accidents in the

6

impact statement.

7

IR-5.

8

accident scenarios involving the spill of

9

containerized materials and the derailments within the

10

And we had considerations from

Over the next four slides we will discuss

yard.

11

In regards to spills of containerized

12

material, CN notes in their EIS that dangerous goods

13

will account approximately for 2.7 percent of

14

shipments of intermodal containers, which we heard

15

early earlier today.

16

some containerized goods may be categorized as

17

dangerous goods, such as household cleaning prosuct,

18

automotive and maintenance products and lawn care

19

equipment.

20

made earlier by CN, and certainly CN can speak to the

21

dangerous goods they've historically carried.

22

However, this list is not exhaustive to the type of

23

dangerous goods that can be carried.

24
25

Further from their statements,

Again, these were statements that were

So I just want to highlight that there
is a nuanced difference between what the railway may
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1

opt to carry by policy, and what a railway is able to

2

carry under the regulatory authority.

3

more prescriptive of what dangerous goods they will

4

not move, but that does not necessarily mean they are

5

prohibited to move by rail, by intermodal.

6

is a small nuance that we will discuss a little bit

7

later.

8
9

So CN may be

So it is

It's also important to note that the
proposal does not include handling dangerous goods in

10

bulk, which implies the handle of tank cars at this

11

location.

12

a small minor nuance.

13

context of the transportation of dangerous goods

14

regulations, we refer to a volumetric capacity greater

15

than 450 litre water capacity.

16

hold more than that is a large means of containment,

17

and in the U.S. regulations it has the term bulk.

18

Intermediate bulk containment that doctor Heathcote

19

was referring to earlier, would be considered a large

20

means of containment, as would be a railcar.

21

Again, this was discussed and there again,
When we discussed bulk in the

So any container that

So there's some distinction in the

22

regulations that may not necessarily fit with the

23

common use of how it's described as bulk.

24

stated in the EIS, as well as answering questions

25

earlier today, that tank cars will not be handled.
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1

we examined in the basis of smaller quantities.

2

So I will move to to the obligations

3

around -- that are associated when there is a spill of

4

containerized material, which we touched on earlier,

5

and there two aspects of that.

6

section 18.1 and 18.2 particularly, has the obligation

7

for the person who has care and control of the

8

dangerous goods at the point of accidental release, or

9

imminent accidental release, to take immediate

Within our Act,

10

actions, or take actions reasonable to protect the

11

public.

12

whomever has that care and control of dangerous goods,

13

of which in the EIS and in the IR -- IR-5, 519 I

14

believe, CN has indicated in their response.

That is an overarching obligation for

15

There's also obligations under part 8

16

of the regulations that speaks to reporting

17

requirements.

18

again, under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods

19

Act.

20

talked about TSB reporting.

21

thresholds.

22

dangerous goods incident is much lower than it is in

23

part 8.

We have also, earlier in the presentation,

24
25

So these are reporting requirements,

And there are different

Actually TSB threshold for reporting of a

But having said all of that.

The

mitigation measures identified by CN, including the CN
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1

emergency response plan are consistent with the

2

requirements of the Transportation and Dangerous Goods

3

Act in regards to emergency response. or 18.2 for

4

instance, of the Act.

5

In regards to derailments, CN notes in

6

the Environmental Impact Statement section 6.6.2.7.1

7

that there will be no increase in the risk of

8

derailment with the addition of two additional trains

9

per day being added to the 25 to 30 per day that

10

currently travel on the mainline.

11

baseline underpass will remove the risk of a vehicle

12

collision during train operations, which decreases the

13

likelihood of derailment.

14

The proposed lower

Further, they continue to say as a

15

result of the project activities that currently do not

16

occur today, there is increased potential for

17

derailment to occur within the terminal.

18

locomotives will be travelling at low speeds,

19

approximately 15 miles an hour, potential derailments

20

are expected to be minor in nature, with limited

21

consequences.

22

statement and in IR-519 related to the impact of yard

23

derailments are generally consistent with the incident

24

data collected through the Transportation Safety

25

Board.
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1

Mitigation measures identified by CN

2

in the Environmental Impact Statement, as shown on the

3

slide, are consistent with industry practice and

4

regulatory requirements currently in place.

5

Moving to our third objective in our

6

presentation, impact of this project to public

7

crossings.

8

a crossing location to receive grade separation.

9

wish to discuss considerations for impacts to

The EIS identifies Lower Baseline Road as

10

crossings located at Tremaine Road and Burnham --

11

Burnham Thorpe Road -- excuse me.

12

the existing Britannia level crossing, as this

13

crossing and renderings on the CN website for the

14

project identifies as future grade separation.

15

We

We do not discuss

Should this crossing not be grade

16

separated the following comments would apply to this

17

location.

18

experience can experience 14,000 feet or 2.6 miles in

19

length.

20

2.2 miles in length, which is when we used in our

21

estimates.

At present intermodal trains in our

A 12,000 foot train would be approximately

22

If a train approaches the yard from

23

the south, or leaves the yard to the south, a 12,000

24

foot train would occupy the entrance to the yard at

25

Lower Baseline.
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1

or excuse me -- the crossing at Tremaine Road and the

2

crossing at Bernham Thorpe Road concurrently.

3

that the speed limit for yard tracks will not exceed

4

15 miles per hour, and no part of the train in the

5

yard can exceed this speed, a train must decelerate to

6

the speed, prior to the arrival to the yard, or

7

accelerate once the last railcar has left the yard

8

upon departure.

9

Given

Subsequently, a 12,000 foot long train

10

would require approximately 10 minutes to clear a

11

level crossing.

12

It's very important to distinguish

13

that a train can occupy a crossing for greater than

14

five minutes, whereas a blocked crossing is defined as

15

a stopped train on a crossing with vehicular or

16

pedestrian traffic waiting five minute or greater.

17

And I'd like to draw your attention to

18

our map, and I apologize if it is somewhat difficult

19

to see.

20

The black circle on the red line in

21

the top left corner of the screen is the crossing at

22

Lower Base Line Road or the south end of the project

23

at Mileage 40.69 on the Halton sub.

24

on the red line in the centre of the screen is

25

Tremaine Road at Mileage 41.63.
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1

The black circle on the red line in

2

the mid bottom of the screen is Burnham Thorpe Road at

3

Mileage 42.20.

4

The distance between Tremaine Road and

5

Lower Base Line Road or the beginning of the yard at

6

the the south end is approximately .94 miles or 4,963

7

feet.

8
9

This project as defined does not raise
issue of non-compliance to existing regulations, but

10

our experience with level crossings adjacent to other

11

rail yards in Ontario has indicated that operational

12

issues within a yard can lead to circumstances where

13

trains move slower than anticipated and, in some

14

cases, stop on a graded crossing while entering the

15

yard.

16

Transport Canada raises this scenario

17

to inform the Panel on conditions that may impact the

18

Region of Halton and/or the Town of Milton so that

19

these stakeholders, including CN, can advise the Panel

20

if impacts to vehicular traffic warrant further

21

consideration.

22
23

So I would like to conclude with the
following statements.

24
25

That the project as proposed, we
believe, can be undertaken in a manner that is
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1

consistent with our regulatory framework.

2

stated in the two previous slides, we do wish to

3

highlight the vulnerability of the grade crossing

4

located at Tremaine Road and Burnham Thorpe Road for

5

further consideration in conjunction with the Town of

6

Milton or the Region of Halton as appropriate.

7

Thank you.

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9
10

Mr. Jeans, for your presentation.

We will now go to

So I will ask CN, then Halton and then
others and then the Panel.

13

Mr. Lerner.

14

MR. LERNER:

15

Thank you very much,

questions.

11
12

However, as

No, we do not have any

questions, Madam Chair.

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

17

Halton, you have some questions for

18

Transport Canada.

19
20

Thank you.

MR. NORTHEY:
It's Northey.

21

Thank you, Madam Chair.

I guess I should say that every time.
A brief question, sir.

I was just

22

trying to understand -- you were speaking in your

23

slides about mitigation and the question of plans.

24
25

And I want to just understand how when
there is a plan that is not yet developed -- it's
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1

expected to be developed in the future -- you can

2

assure the Panel, as you did, that the mitigation

3

meets standard practices.

4

I'm just trying to understand how,

5

when you don't have something in front of you, you can

6

say it works.

7
8

MR. JEANS:
question.

9
10

Madam Chair, the -- and certainly a
very appropriate question.

11
12

Thank you for the

The basis to which we offer this
opinion is -- is twofold.

13

The regulations and particularly my

14

comment was in regards to the transportation of

15

dangerous goods.

16

does not require that an emergency plan be put in

17

place.

18

when -- when the release or imminent release of

19

dangerous goods occurs, when the threat is present.

The Act, section 18.2 particularly,

It requires that reasonable actions be taken

20

So there is not a requirement up front

21

to have a plan in place under the -- for the

22

transportation of dangerous goods.

23

There are exceptions to that, and we

24

discussed those in March 2017 in regards to

25

requirements under Part 7 of the regulation, which is
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1

the emergency response assistance plan that affects a

2

subset of dangerous goods that move.

3

But there is obligation on the

4

consignor- importer, rarely on the carrier, with the

5

exception of bridge traffic, that would require an

6

emergency response assistance plan, in which case that

7

emergency response assistance plan is in place and

8

approved by Transport Canada prior to the shipment of

9

dangerous goods which are -- which are established.

10

They're not site specific to the Milton intermodal

11

site.

So that is one aspect.

12

The second aspect, the emergency

13

response assistance plan that I had -- or excuse me.

14

I mis-spoke.

15

The emergency response plan that CN

16

has provided, I'm familiar with that plan.

17

seen that plan on other occasions in the scope of

18

our -- the scope of our oversight.

19

experience with other dangerous goods incidents that

20

CN has addressed and that their -- the actions that

21

have been taken have met our regulatory requirement.

22

I have

And I have had had

So my comments are -- I'm fortunate to

23

be able to make my comments not specific to a plan

24

developed for Milton intermodal.

25

appreciate the question to clarify that nuance.
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1

MR. NORTHEY:

All right.

Thank you.

2

And just -- you alluded to a

3

distinction.

I just want to make sure that I

4

understood it or understand it, and the distinction

5

between what transportation of dangerous goods does

6

permit.

7

was shipments in bulk and what CN itself may do.

And I think one of your discussions on that

8

So just to understand better, there's

9

nothing under your regime that prohibits the shipment

10

in bulk of things that we were talking about and that

11

CN raised today.

12

Is that how you understood it, sir?

13

Those are CN-imposed changes only.

MR. JEANS:

I will -- I'll approach it

14

from the regulatory context because I'm not intimately

15

familiar with all of CN's policies or those of

16

industry practice.

17

Under the -- every shipment of

18

dangerous goods must be in compliance with the federal

19

Act and Regulations, and that's the basis to which I

20

make my comment.

21

The -- if all the elements, the

22

required elements of the regulations are met, then a

23

person is able to handle, offer for transport,

24

transport or import dangerous goods.

25

So in the context of Milton
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1

intermodal, CN if they are in compliance with all the

2

requirements of the regulations, then that is -- there

3

is no further approvals or requests that need to be

4

made to Transport Canada.

5

We don't set requirements -- or

6

permissions do not need to be sought except in the

7

limited circumstance where a commodity meets the

8

requirement as defined in Schedule 1 of requiring an

9

ERAP, which needs to be improved by Transport Canada

10

prior to dangerous goods being put into the

11

transportation cycle.

12
13

MR. NORTHEY:
Those are my questions.

14
15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Do we have questions?

17

here.

18

questions?

Yes, gentleman

And just so I know, anybody else also have

19

Come forward, please.

We've got a --

yes, keep going.

21
22

Thank you, Mr.

Northey.

16

20

Thank you, Madam Chair.

MR. SOLTYSIK:

Good afternoon.

Thank

you for having me.

23

My name is George Soltysik, spelled

24

S-o-l-t-y-s-i-k, retired Employment Standards Officer

25

and member of Milton Says No.
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1

Listening to Ministry of

2

Transportation federal, I believe all of the issues

3

that were discussed here relate to the rail, to the

4

railway cars.

5

the trucking side of it.

6

My interest, however, lies more with

Now, we live in a very -- a very

7

specialized country where we have laws regulating the

8

different departments, so in this case the trucks that

9

are going to be entering and exiting the compound will

10

come under two different jurisdictions because I

11

understand that CN has already ordered half a dozen or

12

a dozen trucks that you're going to be experimenting

13

with, whatever they are.

14

The point is, they will be your trucks

15

owned by CN, in which case they will come under

16

federal jurisdiction, the federal Ministry of

17

Transportation.

18

However, other trucks, the privately

19

owned trucks that are going to be entering and

20

exiting, those will come under the provincial Ministry

21

of Transportation.

22

The current climate, I don't need to

23

remind you, in Ontario is not going to be really that

24

encouraging to see that these trucks are supervised

25

and inspected to the extent that they have perhaps
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1

been in the past.

2

civil service currently is offering incentives for

3

people to retire so they are trying to reduce the

4

civil service.

5

Ministry of Transportation provincially, but I am

6

concerned that -- where I'm leading to is that there

7

are going to be more accidents potentially on the

8

roads, whether within that one kilometre from the

9

proposed hub or outside of the proposed hub.

10

In fact, we know that the Ontario

I'm not sure how that's effecting the

Essentially is how -- what role is CN

11

going to take here?

12

with these accidents that, let us say, occur

13

outside -- I'm assuming you will be interested in the

14

ones that occur within the one-kilometre radius.

15

one and a half kilometres outside of that radius,

16

really, it's not your concern.

17

Transportation provincially that has to look after

18

this.

19

What interest is CN going to have

But

It's the Ministry of

The feds are going to say it's not

20

their concern because these trucks are privately owned

21

by private concerns.

22

Are we not entering here a sort of a

23

Catch-22 situation where situations fall in between

24

the cracks?

25

My question is addressed to all three.
THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

Soltysik.

2

First of all, I will see what comment

3

Mr. Jeans wishes to make regarding your jurisdiction

4

on trucks, both trucks that may be CNTL, which CN has

5

told us will be approximately 20 percent of the trucks

6

used in the terminal, so the CNTL trucks, the non-CNTL

7

trucks, dangerous goods.

8

If you'd speak to that, I'll then ask

9

CN to make a response to that, and then I am guessing

10

that we may have some leftover question which we

11

will -- and subsequent session on trucks and

12

transportation which we will direct to the right

13

people.

14

So yes, Mr. jeans.

15

MR. JEANS:

16

And thank you very much for the question.

17

certainly a very important one, and I'm pleased to

18

have the opportunity to provide some clarity on the

19

element within our mandate, particularly as it applies

20

to the transportation of dangerous goods.

21

Thank you, Madam Chair.
It is

The federal requirements apply to all

22

modes.

As a federal transportation of dangerous goods

23

inspector that, for instance, that is inside of the

24

Milton intermodal terminal doing an inspection, that

25

inspection can apply to any means of containment and
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1

any modes of transport that is transporting dangerous

2

goods.

It is all under the federal regime.

3

My earlier statement does indicate

4

that there are also provincial requirements.

5

province and territory does have its own

6

transportation of dangerous goods requirement, which

7

in -- and I don't wish to speak for the Ministry of

8

Transportation.

9

federal requirements.

10
11

Each

It is very much harmonized with the

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Excuse me just a

moment.

12

Mr. Soltysik, can you hear?

I see you

13

turning your head a little.

Would you like Mr. Jeans

14

to bring -- could you bring the mic closer to you?

15

MR. JEANS:

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

17

MR. SOLTYSIK:

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

A little

louder, please.

22
23

I'm having a little

difficulty hearing him, yes.

20
21

Were you having

difficulty?

18
19

Sure.

MR. JEANS:

Hopefully that's a little

bit -- is that a little bit better?

24

MR. SOLTYSIK:

25

MR. JEANS:
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1

So federally, transportation of

2

dangerous goods, we have authority anywhere in Canada,

3

any mode of transport.

4

The rules would apply to road, to a

5

truck that is privately owned or owned by CN, as well

6

as when a truck is on provincial infrastructure, is on

7

the roadways, then the MTO and as they designate to

8

other jurisdictions such as the Ontario Provincial

9

Police as well as Halton Municipal Police as well to

10

be provincial offences officers under their provincial

11

statute have the authority to administer the

12

provincial legislation.

13

So there is, in regards to the

14

transportation of dangerous goods, no difference

15

between federal, provincial.

16

whether a truck is owned in another province, owned by

17

a federal entity, owned from a U.S. company as well.

18

We don't identify

We apply our regulations to the

19

location that we inspect the dangerous goods or the

20

means of containment or the means of transport.

21

There -- within the question, though,

22

there were elements that I believe are beyond the

23

transportation of dangerous goods.

24
25

If we talk about road safety, the
potential of a road accident or maintainability or
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

916

1

maintenance of a road vehicle, a transport truck, that

2

falls under the Ministry of Transportation's

3

jurisdiction, of which I can't provide further comment

4

other than to say there is an international

5

recognition of requirements for transport trucks and

6

there is commonality in requirements regardless of the

7

jurisdiction in North America that a truck may

8

originate from.

9

the legislation per the requirements for provincial

10

The Ontario government would apply

roadways.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

12

Do you have any response to Mr.

13

I will turn to CN.

Soltysik and the question that he asked?

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

Well, certainly we take

15

the movement of trucks within our facility and outside

16

our facility very seriously.

17

earlier, our CN police force does work in

18

collaboration with the other police forces, so the

19

Halton Region police if there are any issues or any

20

events that might arise with any of the trucks.

21

And as I had mentioned

We didn't understand there was concern

22

with respect to the safety of the movement of trucks

23

throughout the road network, and we have gone ahead

24

and retained an independent expert to assess the

25

impact to the road network, and they will be
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1

presenting their results over the course of tomorrow,

2

I believe.

3

impact is and what mitigations are required at the

4

gate entrance in particular to ensure that there's the

5

safe movement of trucks through the arterial road

6

network.

So we will have more detail on what the

7

MR. SOLTYSIK:

If I may, I think what

8

I wanted to point out, I understand that there's all

9

these regulations that will control essentially the

10

traffic of these trucks and so forth, but as to the

11

inspection of the trucks, you don't inspect the trucks

12

that will enter the premises in terms of their actual

13

safety.

14

You will ensure that the goods are

15

properly stored on the truck and taken off the truck,

16

but as to the actual truck itself, you are going to

17

rely -- your own trucks you would probably take very

18

good care, of I'm sure.

19

go out on the road, those are the ones that I'm

20

concerned with.

The privately owned ones that

21

It's fine to have all the regulations

22

as to who has jurisdiction over what, but I'm -- more

23

to the Panel, I'm saying please consider that I am

24

expecting that there will be less inclination by the

25

province in Ontario where we live in Milton to
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1

exercise control over these trucks and make sure that

2

they're proper inspected and properly operational.

3

Thank you.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

5

for your question, Mr. Soltysik.

6

Thank you very much

Are you able to come be here tomorrow

7

when the province will be here and we will --

8

MR. SOLTYSIK:

9

I wish I was, but I'm

afraid I'm not going to be able to hear.

Thank you.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

11

Is there anybody else, any other

12

registered participant who has a question for

13

Transport Canada?

14

Panel questions.

15

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

16

of clarification, really.

17
18

So just a question

You made a statement, and it went by
me too quickly.

19

I'm not sure I understood.
I thought you said something about

20

there being different thresholds for the reporting of

21

dangerous goods incidents, and I wasn't sure what that

22

meant.

Could you explain?

23

MR. JEANS:

Specifically, I had raised

24

a difference between the transportation of dangerous

25

goods regulations Part 8 that define in which quantity
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1

of a release are there obligations to report --

2

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

3

MR. JEANS:

I see.

-- to either first

4

responders -- local first responders or first

5

responders and Transport Canada depending on the mode

6

of transport.

7

The other reference that I had made in

8

that context was the Transportation Safety Board.

9

Within there Act they have reporting thresholds for a

10

railway, of which the threshold for a railway to

11

report a dangerous goods incident is significantly

12

lower for incidents for flammable liquids -- and I

13

apologize.

14

I'm going from memory.
I believe in Transportation of

15

Dangerous Goods Act Part 8 it's a reporting up to or

16

beyond 25 litres, and the number is escaping me at the

17

moment, versus a threshold for TSB of -- if there is a

18

release. but does not identify a minimum to which you

19

report.

20

So there is a small nuance.

If we do

21

see a dangerous goods incident from TSB, that does not

22

necessarily mean it meets the threshold for reporting

23

under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act.

24

is still data that we certainly consider, but there

25

are two different thresholds.
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1
2

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

I understand.

Thank you.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

You -- could you

4

just say what the volume of -- you give a figure for

5

the volume or the cutoff where something gets

6

considered bulk transit, and it's not on the slide, I

7

don't think, so it went by me.

8

MR. JEANS:

9

For one means of containment is

10

It is not, so I apologize.

greater than 450 litres.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

12

MR. JEANS:

Is bulk, 450 litres.

Is a large means of -- we

13

refer in Canada as a large means of containment.

14

the --

15
16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

In

A large means of

containment.

17

MR. JEANS:

18

In the U.S. legislation you will see

19

the word bulk.

20

Of containment, yes.

Often it is used interchangeably.
THE CHAIRPERSON:

On one of our -- we

21

did make a couple of site visits just to familiarize

22

ourselves with what an intermodal terminal looks like

23

and we encountered a tanktainer.

24

with tanktainers, or should I ask that question to CN?

25

MR. JEANS:
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Are you familiar

You can -- please

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

921

1

continue.

I may ask some clarifying questions, but --

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Well, I guess I'm --

let me ask CN because they carry the tanktainers.

4

So the tanktainers, is there a variety

5

of sizes for tanktainers and what would they be

6

carrying relative to this 450 litres and a large,

7

which would mean it was a large means of containment?

8
9

MR. LERNER:

I believe the

tanktainers, so it's a tainer and then there's like a

10

steel structure around it that allows us to load it

11

is -- and there's 20 foot.

12

just -- if I could just confer back here.

13
14

There may be a 40 foot.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And would it qualify

as being a large means of containment?

15

MR. LERNER:

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.
And what would you

17

be carrying?

18

generally travels in tanktainers and could it be

19

dangerous goods in a tanktainer?

Would you be taking those -- what

20
21

MR. LERNER:

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Do you want to come

--- Pause

24
25

If we could just have one

moment, please.

22
23

I

back with this information?
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1

while to assemble it.

2

MR. BEEKMAN:

3

So a couple of points to

4

Apologies, Madam Chair.

clarification.

5

The first clarification is that, yes,

6

isotainers are also called tanktainers.

7

those.

8
9

We do handle

The ranges and volume are typically 20
to 25,000 litres.

Having said that, all isotainers do

10

not carry dangerous goods.

11

are not carrying dangerous goods.

12

So there will be some that

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

And so just

13

could you just spell out what you're saying?

14

Isotainers.

15
16

How do you spell it?
MR. BEEKMAN:

I-s-o, tainer.

It's

just another name for a tanktainer.

17

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Except that not all

18

isotainers -- except I love that word, tanktainers.

19

We've been enjoying tanktainers, but I'll switch.

20

Isotainers.

21

goods, but I guess the question is, will some

22

isotainers carrying these kinds of volumes come into

23

the proposed intermodal terminal carrying dangerous

24

goods and, if so, what would those dangerous goods be?

25

That not all isotainers carry dangerous

MR. BEEKMAN:
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goods can be a variety.

2

so it could be a flammable liquid, it could be a

3

corrosive liquid.

4

We spoke of ethanol before,

We can get back to you on the specific

5

brick and the number of isotainers and the types that

6

we've handled.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And would -- when

8

you say that -- because the way it was kind of

9

characterized for us was these -- the intermodal

10

trains are carrying a lot -- consumer goods plus some.

11

Not exclusively, but consumer goods, and roughly 2.7

12

percent is dangerous goods.

13

So the 2.7 -- so then we -- then I'm

14

thinking, all right, the 2.7, I think you have

15

suggested this to us in other documents would be

16

things like bleach, those kind of -- the products that

17

are going into Canadian -- going into Canadian Tire,

18

but part of the 2.7 percent could be isotainers.

19

wouldn't need many isotainers to -- I mean, how

20

many -- no, don't do the calculation, but you know,

21

I'm -- how many isotainers would make up 2.7 percent?

22

You

So I'm just trying to get a sense of

23

how often isotainers carrying dangerous goods would

24

likely be coming into the Milton terminal.

25

MR. BEEKMAN:
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1

Madam Chair, please.

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:
to take a while --

4

MR. BEEKMAN:

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

One second.
One second.

--- Pause

7
8

And if that's going

MR. LERNER:

Sorry.

We just wanted to

make sure we get the number right.

9

So from the dangerous goods, .034

10

percent are isotainers, but in had terms of the answer

11

is from what percentage of those are dangerous goods,

12

I'd like to get back to you on that number.

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

14

MR. LERNER:

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

16

I'm --

So not all -My focus is going.

Just if you would just say that again.

17
18

I'm sorry.

So you gave me a number for the
percent of containers.

19

MR. LERNER:

Of --

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So what was it where

21

would be isotainers and then you're going to get back

22

with the percentage.

23

MR. LERNER:

So I'll get back to you

24

of what percent of the isotainers have dangerous

25

goods, but if we look the actual amount of isotainers
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1

that are moved, I believe the number was .034 percent,

2

is that correct, in 2018.

3
4

THE CHAIRPERSON:
percent of the --

5

MR. LERNER:

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

7

MR. LERNER:

Yes, were

Right.

And then a

percentage of that would be --

10
11

Yes, correct, .03.

isotainers.

8
9

So less than one

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

So I

guess I have to take that as an undertaking, do I?

12

MR. LERNER:

Yeah, number --

13

UNDERTAKING

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Which I remember

15

clearly is Undertaking 9, so will that be tomorrow or

16

is that too soon?

17

MR. LERNER:

Tomorrow.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

19

So Undertaking 9 is the percentage of

Thank you.

20

isotainers that CN carried in 2018.

21

number we're looking at, that carried dangerous

22

goods -- overall.

23

not talking about what comes -- might come into

24

Milton.

25

Overall, the whole system.

MR. LERNER:
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1

So we'll look for the system.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

Thank

you very much.

4
5

All right.

Dr. Heathcote has follow-up on
isotainers.

6

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So now you have my

7

brain working on isotainers.

8

what non-dangerous goods are carried in in isotainers.

9

Cooking oil, milk, Scotch?

10

is -- I’m just curious

And I'm curious about

I mean, what kind of stuff

Maybe not Scotch.

11

MR. LERNER:

Well, we'll bring that,

12

yeah, with the other data, if that's okay.

13

getting it, may as well.

14

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

16

Once we're

Thank you.
And I have just one

more question, then I will let Mr. McMurray have a go.

17

And that question is -- because,

18

again, it's to CN, but relative to this, is are there

19

circumstances -- so your intermodal trains are only

20

carrying this 2.7 percent, roughly, percentage of

21

dangerous goods, you know what I mean.

22

any circumstances in which the tracks in the -- in the

23

hub would need to be used for any other kind of train?

24

I know that you're not -- would not be

25

handling any of the -- a bulk -- a tank container, but
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1

is there any circumstance in which a train is

2

travelling where you would need to divert it into the

3

intermodal hub to sit there as, in other words, it's

4

coming in on a siding and waiting?

5

that you can think of.

6

MR. LERNER:

Any circumstance

I mean, I can't think of

7

a circumstance.

8

the main line, obviously, as they do today.

9

service in the pad tracks, as with any intermodal hub,

10

There's -- they'll be travelling on
The

are always designed for intermodal.

11

Again, I -- I don't see a circumstance

12

where we would yard a carload train in an intermodal

13

facility.

14
15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

that when you look at your other intermodal --

16

MR. LERNER:

17

THE CHAIRPERSON:

18

Correct.
-- hubs that does

not happen?

19

MR. LERNER:

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

21

And does that mean

That's correct.
So the people living

in the area would not see that happen.

22

MR. LERNER:

Correct.

It would be a

23

main line train going by, but not a service or pad

24

track.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

MR. JEANS:

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

We haven't forgotten you.

4

MR. JEANS:

Madam chair.
Sorry, Mr. Jeans.

I'm sorry.
That's not a bad thing if

5

you've forgotten me.

If I can -- if you would permit

6

me to comment on that same question.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Please do, yes.

8

MR. JEANS:

9

And certainly with respect to the

Thank you.

10

answer from CN, through the course of normal operation

11

we can appreciate their answer.

12

realm of possibility that should there be an emergency

13

or an abnormal condition in the vicinity of Milton

14

intermodal that this location be used in the event of

15

a derailment further up the line, for instance.

16

may be unusual abnormal circumstances that makes this

17

location ideal to -- to change your crew, for

18

instance, if a crew is going beyond hours of service.

19

So it is certainly -- there -- within the scope of

20

normal operations, I certainly respect the answer.

21

It is not beyond the

There

It certainly would not be outside the

22

realm of possibility, though, that a mixed freight

23

train rest at that location for a period of time, and

24

that can happen any -- on any main line if there is

25

upset derailment, for instance, or natural -- or a
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1

natural hazard that causes damage to track that would

2

make it unsafe for a train to proceed.

3

The probability may be exceptionally

4

low, but there -- to really focus on the specific of

5

the question, there obviously can be that possibility

6

much like to our comments regarding the level

7

crossing.

8

but it's -- whether the circumstance could occur or

9

not is a nuanced question.

We may be dealing with low probabilities,

10

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Sorry.

That was a

11

question I was going to ask in a few moments, but this

12

is perhaps the best time to ask it.

13

On your slide 10, you do talk about,

14

let me see, that CN and the road authority may wish to

15

consider measures to mitigate traffic impacts at

16

public crossings.

17

I'm curious if you could tell us a

18

little bit about what kind of measures might be

19

appropriate.

20
21

MR. JEANS:

I caution -- I caution on

answering that question directly.

22

I think it is -- the item that we want

23

to highlight for the road authority as well as the

24

railway is to have consideration that -- that there

25

are level crossings adjacent to the project that may
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1

be impacted unless -- unless we have missed something

2

within -- within the impact statement that describes

3

that the crossing at Tremaine Road and Burnham Thorpe

4

Road will be grade separated.

5

We clearly recognize that CN had --

6

has plans to grade separate Lower Base Line, and they

7

have identified in their impact statement that that

8

that reduces the risk of collision interface between

9

vehicular traffic and the train, which is -- which is

10

exceptional.

11
12

If it's also at Britannia Road, again,
that removes an area of risk.

13

So I think that it is -- it is a case

14

that in the absence of seeing any discussion regarding

15

Tremaine and Burnham Thorpe Road, and particularly

16

Tremaine is the road that we would like to bring

17

attention to because having either access -- access

18

roads into the facility off Tremaine Road or should

19

this be a road where transports use to gain access to

20

the site if there are trains that occupy that crossing

21

for a prolonged period, does that cause impact?

22

not too sure if that does.

23

We're

We do have some road use data, which

24

is not current, so I would -- because of that, I would

25

hesitate to go beyond that.
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1

circumstance where -- where we have a level crossing

2

we strongly encourage and there is obligation between

3

the road authority and the railway to share

4

information currently, that there be discussion.

5

And we raise this based on experience

6

that we have with other yards in Ontario, where we

7

have received complaints for crossings being occupied

8

by a train that is moving, but it is slow moving.

9

it is a very small nuance between regulatory

And

10

requirement, which is five minutes of standing train,

11

a stopped train when there is vehicular traffic that

12

needs to -- or is waiting to cross, versus a

13

slow-moving train that certainly could take greater

14

than 10 minutes.

15

And it's to consider the abnormal

16

circumstances or circumstances beyond control, and we

17

can think of a variety of different situations that a

18

train may move slowly through that crossing, thereby

19

having an impact to those that wait.

20

Whether that causes undue consequence

21

to the region, I would defer to the Region of Halton

22

to consider.

23

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

24

MEMBER McMURRAY:

25

Thank you.
Thank you, Mr.

Jeans.
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1

I'll stay on slide 10.

You cite the

2

level crossings at Mileage Point 41.63 and 42.20.

3

your concern primarily that you voiced today is if the

4

facility were constructed, it's your understanding the

5

trains would have to lower their speed on approach to

6

it and that would result in longer occupation of the

7

level crossings; correct?

8

MR. JEANS:

9

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Correct.
Okay.

And did you

10

just say you were potentially more concerned with

11

Tremaine than with Burnham Thorpe Road?

12

MR. JEANS:

And

That is correct based on

13

the limited data we have for road use that -- based on

14

the data that we have, Tremaine has higher road use

15

and just from from its interconnection.

16

to Britannia Road to the north, Highway 5 to the

17

south, which is foreseeably a route that transports

18

can take and certainly is a route for inter-regional

19

travel by personal motor vehicle.

20

MEMBER McMURRAY:

It connects

And we've heard a

21

lot of discussion about when certain regional roads

22

are proposed to be expanded to six lanes and the years

23

and the horizons.

24
25

It's my recollection that Tremaine
south of Britannia is not high on the priority, list
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1

but putting that aside, if the number of lanes of

2

Tremaine Road were to be expanded at those level

3

crossings, that too would be of something of interest

4

to Transport Canada?

5

MR. JEANS:

The occupancy of the -- or

6

the number of vehicles that would use Tremaine

7

estimate more so than the number of lanes.

8

MEMBER McMURRAY:

9

MR. JEANS:

Of lanes.

But the increase of lanes

10

I would take as being a higher road use, so yes, that

11

would be of interest.

12

rests to the road authority and the railways to decide

13

which level of protection is warranted.

But to be frank, it is -- it

14

Currently there -- the crossing is --

15

has a level of protection with gates, bells -- gates,

16

lights and bells.

17

road authority is, is that sufficient given existing

18

volumes of traffic as well as projected volumes of

19

traffic, and what issues could ensue.

20

The question between CN and the

The other question would be around

21

emergency services, which is an area that we are

22

preoccupied with.

23

If a particular route is essential for

24

delivery of emergency services and if that crossing is

25

occupied, then that causes a challenge for the EMS
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1

service delivery.

2

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Thank you.

3

It's been a while since I've been

4

current in this, but is it still the case that apart

5

from a grade separation, gates, lights and bells is

6

the maximum amount of protection?

7

MR. JEANS:

8

MEMBER McMURRAY:

9

That's correct.
Okay.

Slide 9 in

your first bullet, you mention the Transportation

10

Safety Board.

I know something about the Canadian

11

Transportation Agency, so I know it's not the

12

Transportation Safety Board, and I know the

13

Transportation Safety Board is not Transport Canada.

14

And you are here today on behalf of Transport Canada,

15

but your bullet mentions the incident data that the

16

Transportation Safety Board collects.

17

Is that data to which you are privy?

18

MR. JEANS:

19

the public.

20
21

It's data accessible to

It is posted on their web site.
MEMBER McMURRAY:

It's fully

transparent.

22

MR. JEANS:

It is.

23

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Now, in your 10

24

years in your role with the Ontario region of

25

Transport Canada, have you spent much time dealing
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1

with the Brampton intermodal terminal?

2

MR. JEANS:

Both transportation and

3

dangerous goods and rail safety, yes, we've had -- we

4

have done regulatory oversight at Brampton intermodal.

5

MEMBER McMURRAY:

So slide 9 deals

6

with derailments, and we've had other presents today

7

tell us what a derailment is or what it may not be.

8
9
10

Are you familiar -- what is your
familiarity, if any, with derailments at the Brampton
intermodal terminal over the last 10 years?

11

MR. JEANS:

12

we've taken from the data available on the

13

Transportation Safety Board web site over the last

14

five years, and certainly we can provide that in an

15

undertaking if that suits.

16

I have some excerpts that

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Are you sufficiently

17

comfortable today to tell me what trend or whatever

18

that data indicates?

19
20

If not, that's fine, too.

MR. JEANS:

I can give a few anecdotal

statements and then support with some data.

21

The -- we have an identified that

22

there are 20 TSB reportables at Brampton intermodal.

23

Seventeen (17) of those 20 over the past five years

24

were derailments.

25

The -- there was -- and I go from
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1

recollection, and I apologize if there -- I believe

2

one of those derailments involved dangerous goods and

3

there was no release, but there were no injuries as

4

well as a result, which was the basis for the bullet

5

that the statements made by CN in the impact statement

6

as well as in IR-5, they had indicated that the

7

majority of derailments in a yard are at slow speeds,

8

under 15 miles an hour, which is -- a maximum speed is

9

set for a yard track in our safety rules.

10
11

Oftentimes the speeds are lower and
that the consequences are relatively minor.

12

MEMBER McMURRAY:

13

In -- going backwards in slide 7 and

14

8, you looked at spills and containerized materials,

15

and I think that was in the context of a worst-case

16

scenario as required by the EIS.

17

Okay.

Thank you.

Whether the TSB publicly available

18

incident data or not, do you have any anecdotal

19

evidence for us of actual spills of containerized

20

material at the Brampton intermodal terminal over the

21

last five years?

22

MR. JEANS:

I do not.

I would need to

23

look in the TSB data, if it is available, and I would

24

also suggest CN may be able to provide.

25

MEMBER McMURRAY:
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1

would have better knowledge of that than Transport

2

Canada?

3

MR. JEANS:

I would suggest CN has an

4

obligation to report, so they should have that same

5

data.

6

have referred to from the TSB web site.

Certainly I can provide what information we

7

MEMBER McMURRAY:

And do you have any

8

anecdotal evidence of spills of containerized

9

materials in other intermodal terminals not operated

10

by CN within the province of Ontario?

11

MR. JEANS:

I would need to go back to

12

data, but in recent memory I cannot recall a spill in

13

my time with Transport Canada at -- and I'm thinking

14

of two intermodal yards, one operated by CP as well as

15

the Brampton intermodal.

16

MEMBER McMURRAY:

17

Oh, yes.

18

Thank you.

Could we -- could we call

up, please, secretariat, the response to IR-2.37-1?

19

Now, I am curious, is this -- does

20

this document mean anything to you, Mr. Jeans, or to

21

your colleague?

22

MR. JEANS:

It would -- I have the

23

background with transportation of dangerous goods.

24

I'll tackle this one.

25

I did read just recently in CN's -- in
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1

a response regarding the prohibited commodities.

2

have not seen this before, but the information

3

contained is recognizable.

4
5

MEMBER McMURRAY:

I

And where does this

list come from, to the best of your knowledge?

6

MR. JEANS:

The prohibited

7

commodities, I cannot say with certainty.

8

likely look to previous CTC requirements on special

9

dangerous goods, but the hazard class and the UN

I would

10

number are identified as a North American number,

11

identifies the age of it to be at least 20 years old,

12

so -- but it's certainly traceable to the

13

transportation of dangerous goods Schedule 1.

14
15

MEMBER McMURRAY:

So, sorry, repeat

your last sentence, please.

16

MR. JEANS:

Sure.

The two right

17

columns, hazard class and then the UN or North

18

American number, the hazard class and the UN number

19

are the core of Schedule 1, which identifies

20

commodities classified as dangerous goods and thereby

21

under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act and

22

Regulations.

23

MEMBER McMURRAY:

So do I understand

24

this correctly to be a a prescribed list of

25

commodities that are not intended to be or not allowed
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1

to be transported by intermodal means?

2

MR. JEANS:

No, so --

3

MEMBER McMURRAY:

4

MR. JEANS:

Okay.

So this list does not --

5

does not exist under the existing Transportation of

6

Dangerous Goods Act or Regulations.

7

MEMBER McMURRAY:

I was going to ask

8

you is it a prescribed list, and the follow-up was

9

going to be who prescribed it.

10

So can you help me

with that?

11

MR. JEANS:

I would actually need it

12

take that away and do a little bit of research on

13

that.

14
15

MEMBER McMURRAY:
you in terms of an undertaking?

16
17

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Do you wish to redirect this question
to CN?

20
21

MEMBER McMURRAY:

No.

Fair enough.

Fair enough.

22
23

We're getting a few

undertakings here.

18
19

Does that interest

Thank you, Mr. Jeans.

We'll direct it

to someone to may have the answer.

24

Mr. Lerner, who prescribed this list?

25

MR. LERNER:
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1

one of our tariffs, that's -- it's tariff 6800, and

2

that's item 6000, so it's a CN prescribed list.

3

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Okay.

But if I

4

understand correctly, CN as a common carrier does not

5

normally have the ability to prescribe a list of

6

prohibited commodities; correct?

7

MR. LERNER:

Well, I'm not the lawyer

8

on our common carrier obligations, but these were

9

items that were considered to be dangerous that we did

10

not choose to move.

11

behind it, but --

12
13

I could find out the reasoning

MEMBER McMURRAY:

So this is

item 6000 of a CN tariff.

14

MR. LERNER:

15

MEMBER McMURRAY:

16

Okay.

Yeah, 6800.
And tariffs are

available on your web site, are they?

17

MR. LERNER:

Yes.

18

MEMBER McMURRAY:

And can you give me

19

your best estimate of how long item 6000 has been in

20

existence?

21

MR. LERNER:

22

MEMBER McMURRAY:

You don't know that.

23

MR. LERNER:

I could find out if

24

I don't know that.

No.

you want.

25

MEMBER McMURRAY:
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:
stop.

Fine.

Right.

Stop,

Let's get caught up here, please.

3

So I believe we'll take one

4

undertaking from you, Mr. Jeans, and we'll put all

5

those things in.

6

And now it's -- I know it's number 10,

7

but as to what you're going to give us, I have kind of

8

lost track.

9

Mr. McMurray, have you retained track,

10

or Mr. Jeans, do you have a list of the things you're

11

offering to provide in Undertaking 10?

12

MR. JEANS:

So if I understand

13

clearly, then I'm going to provide a 10-year history

14

from TSB reportables for dangerous goods incidents at

15

intermodal yards within Ontario.

16

MEMBER McMURRAY:

17

No, you were able to

answer that with sufficient information.

18

MR. JEANS:

Thank you.

19

MEMBER McMURRAY:

My question is

20

specific to that prescribed list, and we've already

21

established that it's an item in a CN tariff.

22

just trying to get to the genesis of the list of the

23

prescribed items.

24

I'm

UNDERTAKING

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

for something else and Mr. Jeans did say he would give

2

it us, so that's backing up.

3

You've got two undertakings.

Let's do

4

10 first, and does that sound --

5

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Yes.

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And when might you

7

be able to provide that, Mr. Jeans?

8
9

MR. JEANS:

If we could have one week

to provide that information.

10

MEMBER McMURRAY:

That's fine by me.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

July 3 rd ?

12

very much.

You've got the number.

13

Thank you

That's great.

Now, the second undertaking, Mr.

14

McMurray, was what did you want from the list, or was

15

that a CN one?

16

MEMBER McMURRAY:

The second item goes

17

to the CN tariff.

So with Mr. Jean's blessing, I

18

think the undertaking, if any, should come from

19

Canadian National.

Yes?

20

MR. JEANS:

21

MEMBER McMURRAY:

22

Canadian National, I'd like to know

23

Thank you very much.
Yes, okay.

when that list was first prescribed, and by whom.

24

UNDERTAKING

25

MR. LERNER:
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1

find out when it was updated.

2
3

MEMBER McMURRAY:

If the answer is CN,

then that will be what the answer is.

4
5

When you say by whom --

MR. LERNER:
Understood.

Okay, understood.

Yes, we can get that.

6

And how long -- oh, yeah.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

Lerner.

9
10

A day.

Thank you, Mr.

So that's Undertaking Number 11.
And that's clear on the record.

Thank

you.

11

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Thank you, Madam

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Right.

14

Well, folks, I would like another two

12

Chair.

15

minutes for us to stand up.

16

time management challenges, so I'd like to just

17

confer.

18

Obviously, we are more

We have two more presentations before

19

we have -- we break for supper, so let's see how

20

manageable that's going to be.

21

But anyway, we'll sort something out.

22

And so thank you very much to

23

Transport Canada for making your presentation and

24

answering our questions.

25

Thank you.

So a couple of minutes.
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1
2
3
4

--- Upon recessing at 5:30 p.m. /
Suspension à 17 h 30
--- Upon recessing at 5:34 p.m. /
Reprise à 17 h 34

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I'd ask you to sit

6

down, please, so that we can resume so we can finish.

7

That's the ultimate goal.

8

I was -- we've rearranged things, so

9

what we plan to do is we will ask Halton to come

10

forward to make their presentation, we will have

11

questions of Halton.

We will then break.

12

When we come back at 7 o'clock we will

13

begin with the CN presentation and then Milton Says No

14

and then Halton Municipality, so we're switching

15

topics.

16

So Halton is going to present now to

17

finish up accidents and malfunctions, and then when we

18

come back after supper we will switch to

19

socio-economic general, which will begin with CN's

20

presentation, and Milton Says No and Malton again on

21

that topic.

22

Mr. Northey.

23

MR. NORTHEY:

Thank you, Madam Chair.

24

Just a brief question related to the first of the two

25

undertakings in that scramble just before the break.
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1

We were a bit unclear what it is, and I'm happy to ask

2

the Secretariat.

3

should we ask at the next break what that amounted to?

4
5

It wasn't clear clear to us, so

THE CHAIRPERSON:
now.

6

MR. NORTHEY:

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

it was?

9

that, Mr. Ronzio?
MR. NORTHEY:

Who is clear on what

I’m sorry.

I just think

we’re very unclear.

12
13

Okay.

I think it’s -- you’re going to speak to

10
11

Let's deal with it

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Well, I don’t blame

you.

14

MR. RONZIO:

Joseph Romzio from the

15

Review Panel Secretariat.

16

R-O-N-Z-I-O.

17

break review the transcripts and we’ll get a concise

18

description of that, and we will have that posted and

19

shared.

20
21

For the record, it’s

And, Madam Chair, if we can just at the

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Northey?

22

MR. NORTHEY:

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

24

Acceptable Mr.

Yes, Chair.
Yeah, I share your

confusion.

25

So the presentation from Halton
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1

Municipalities on accidents and malfunctions.

2

PRESENTATION

3

DR. BERCHA:

Thank you, Madam Chair.

4

Am I plugged in?

Yes, I think I am.

Madam Chair and

5

Panel Members, ladies and gentlemen, I'm Frank Bercha,

6

spelled B-E-R-C-H-A.

7

fact, discuss the effects of accidents, malfunctions,

8

and risk management programs and preparedness on human

9

safety.

And today I would like to, in

And I would like to discuss acute risk to

10

human safety, as opposed to more chronic ones, like

11

diseases and long-term things.

12

So with that I will just briefly

13

summarize my qualifications.

I've been in the risk

14

analysis business for, I guess, over 40 years.

15

been the principal investigator and usually Project

16

Manager of over 500 risk analysis based projects,

17

including rail, multi-modal transportation intermodal

18

systems, primarily with a focus and oil and gas and

19

dangerous goods, transportation, trans-shipment

20

storage, and production, as well as of course

21

exploration and development facilities.

I’ve

22

I've been also fairly extensively

23

involved in the development of urban and offshore

24

safety standards, including land use planning, risk

25

based set backs in particular.
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1

developed a complete set of guidelines, which have

2

turned into bylaws for the City of Edmonton, and

3

Regina.

4

project which lasted for approximately two years,

5

ultimately culminating in a GIS map for the entire

6

city showing risk-based set backs from the existing

7

facilities.

8

land use and the facilities change.

9

In the case of Edmonton, this was a major

Of course it hads to be updated as both

I’ve also done work in the U.S. with

10

the City of Los Angeles, county of Santa Barbara, and

11

City of Santa Barbara, and I've done some work in

12

South America on this subject as well, in Columbia.

13

Educationally, I have a BSc in physics

14

and Engineering from UBC.

15

this is fairly educational too -- I worked as a design

16

and field engineer, involving the design and

17

construction of bridges, including a railway bridge I

18

might add -- and a railway overpass and in British

19

Columbia.

20

school and completed a doctorate Ph.D in Engineering,

21

in -- of civil and mechanical engineering,

22

specializing in proballistic design, and later on I

23

also took a DSc in building safety architecture, but

24

this was done by correspondence.

25

In between, I worked -- and

And after a few years I went back to grad

I have authored numerous publications,
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1

over 150 refereed once, and written a couple of books,

2

and a risk analysis textbook that I wrote, actually

3

published in 2012, has been used fairly extensively

4

and it actually has a chapter on multi modal

5

transportation.

6

many judicial and extra judicial panels as an expert

7

witness, as I have I suppose, to some degree done

8

here.

9
10

I have definitely appeared before

Enough of that.

Let's get to the

presentation itself.

11

The presentation it pretty much

12

organized in accordance with my -- or Halton's May

13

29 th rather lengthy document CEAR 800.

14

spend a great deal of time on that.

15

principal sources of significant effect.

16

acute risk to humans, and we found that, in fact, all

17

of them are likely to be significant sources of

18

adverse environmental effect, IE acute risk.

19

So I will not

We looked at four
In this case

We looked at rail line events.

Well,

20

actually we looked at derailments.

21

principal rail line events we looked, intermodal

22

transfer mishaps, safety effects from releases of

23

DG -- and I am going to refer to these hazardous

24

materials as DG, as Transport Canada did earlier.

25

finally, safety effects from fires.
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1

The last two are primarily restricted

2

to effects on site, and the first one we did include

3

other locations, in fact, the feeder lines to the

4

proposed terminal.

5

Derailments, a few short comments.

By

6

definition in Transport Canada a derailment occurs any

7

time one or more wheels of the train come off its

8

track.

9

severity.

And they can, of course, vary greatly in
They vary from a small one or two wheels

10

coming off in a terminal, or in a facility such as the

11

one proposed, which can easily be rectified by jacking

12

up or lifting the car back on its rails.

13

significant effect there is some delay.

14

devastating derailments such as, you probably all

15

know, Lac-Mégantic, where a number of rail cars

16

derailed spilling highly flammable fluids, ignited

17

pretty much the entire town and resulted in 49

18

fatalities.

19

derailment.

The only
To a very

Very, very, disastrous type of

20

Intermodal accidents, primarily in the

21

movement of the various containers from -- to and from

22

trucks, and cars, and railway cars.

23

concern here is primarily in the matter of DG, and

24

there has been come elaboration which I had not known,

25

or some information provided recently, just in the
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1

last few hours actually, on the types of DG one might

2

expect.

3

information for two or three years now.

4

a little more now.

We've only been trying to get that

5

So we've got

Hazardous materials releases, and I

6

qualify this, not as spills, but releases are what's

7

really important.

8

fact, in gaseous forms to begin with, compressed

9

gasses in liquid form, and as soon as they are

Because many of the DG's are, in

10

released to atmospheric, they could be -- they would,

11

in fact, turn into gaseous form.

12

of the liquids that are transported are volatile and

13

would vapourise instantly.

14

And similarly, some

And finally, fire, again onsite there

15

are potentially fires.

16

be again from the DGs, as opposed to some of the other

17

items that have been included.

18

be a particularly great off site effect.

19

can’t imagine how they would have offsite effect.

20

Primarily, the concern would

Engine fires would not
In fact, I

However, a DG container fire could

21

indeed have fairly extensive impacts, and now that we

22

of course have been -- it’s been elucidated what might

23

be expected in the number of DG's that are carried in

24

large containers, it still does pose a reasonable

25

risk.

We still have the several hundred tank
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1

containers, depending what they have in them being

2

transported and trans-shipped every year.

3

One of the -- we based our efforts at

4

high level assessment of the effects, potential acute

5

effects of the four sources of accidents on the

6

information that had been available.

7

there was a list of DGs for the Brampton terminal that

8

we looked at, and that was provided in fact.

9

of the -- well, they included numerous fairly

And primarily

And one

10

dangerous potentially large hazard footprint DG's,

11

gasoline, potassium nitrate, hydrofluoric, sulfuric,

12

nitric acids, all of these can be quite disastrous if

13

released in large quantities.

14

Ethanol is one that, in fact, had been

15

observed at the Brampton terminal by a contractor of

16

Halton's some time ago.

17

and a half ago, and, in fact, it was a being carried.

18

I did not see the photographs, but I understood that

19

it was being carried in containers.

20

the -- at the safety data sheet, the SDS for ethanol,

21

one of the -- one of the observations that we would

22

get relatively immediately is that, yes, the responses

23

for a large spill, such as a tanktainer which is your

24

ISO container, would be roughly a setback of 300

25

meters, a hazard zone of 300 meters.
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1

container is vaporizing and begins to ignite, the

2

vapour begins to ignite then I guess we’re talking up

3

to 800 meters it has been recommended.

4

So for those four sources, our primary

5

concern is in the release of DG's of some of the

6

categories that have been provided in the inventory

7

for Brampton.

8
9

Next, in regard to standards, well, I
think we reviewed numerous standards, probably 30 or

10

so, and we will just summarize a few.

The standards

11

we looked at were of course provincial, regional, and

12

federal standards.

13

standards it is recommended that among other things,

14

that sensitive existing uses be separated by 300

15

meters or more from dangerous operations such as this.

16

I guess the figure on the slide on the left does

17

indicate 300 meters, and we can see there are likely

18

numerous sensitive uses within that particular 300

19

meter footprint.

Under -- under provincial

20

Other standards the Halton Regional

21

Official Plan among other things, does suggest that

22

there should be -- there should be consideration of

23

the compatibility including risks set backs for uses

24

considering the proposed expansion of the hub and, of

25

course, the types of substances that will be care
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1

through it, which is yet to be determined apparently.

2
3

And finally, I think we had a pretty

4

good summary on the Transportation of Dangerous Goods

5

Act by the previous presenter.

6

certain prevention and control of fires and line works

7

regulations, a detailed emergency response plan is

8

required.

9

therefore, we would not believe that this particular

10

But in regard to

The ones we've seen are only generic and

act is complied with.

11

In regard to the National Fire Code,

12

well there are a number of areas of noncompliance, but

13

I'll just mention a couple.

14

container storage -- and we are referring to DG or

15

flammable substances, that they be not only stored in

16

stable piles, but also in locations that are not

17

subject to significant temperature changes.

18

would imagine such temperature changes do occur here,

19

in the order of 20 or 30 degrees over a 24 hour period

20

has certainly been observed.

21

Section 3.1.2.4 requires

And I

Another section 6.8.1.1 indicates that

22

there needs to be interconnections between the fire

23

protection and the life safety plans.

24

that there be interconnections, but that these should

25

be tested out through field trials.
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1

not seen compliance indicated with these.

2

Mitigation measures.

A lot of the

3

mitigation measures have been suggested by, or have

4

actually been indicated by CN, and we certainly

5

support mitigation measures.

6

measures will not remove risk.

7

to reduce them, and indeed as we have pointed out in

8

our presentation, in our written presentation. Most --

9

well, all of the mitigation measures do not address

Of course mitigation
They will simply tend

10

all of the different criteria.

11

frequency, because things like inspections will likely

12

identify faults that will -- that may eventually

13

result in failures, therefore reducing the frequency

14

of failures, and then fire suppression measures would

15

then reduce the extent of fires, and spills, and so

16

on.

17

Some will reduce

The one mitigation measure however,

18

that is, I believe vital, is that of separation

19

distances.

20

mentioned in anywhere in the submission.

21

risk-based planning, in modern land use planning where

22

there is risk-based separation between hazardous

23

facilities and operations, and sensitive uses, whether

24

they be commercial residential, or highly sensitive

25

such as hospitals, schools, old age homes, there are
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1

in many jurisdictions prescribed risk-based separation

2

distances.

3

I believe one of the questioners this

4

morning indicated that CN has advocated these, and

5

pointed out there was a publication on it.

6

seen a couple of publications in which basically, CN

7

has advocated separation of sensitive facilities from

8

their existing operations.

9

converse should also apply.

I too have

Well, I suppose the
If there already are

10

existing operations, then CN proposed facilities

11

should be separated from them.

12

thing we would certainly like to see in this

13

particular case.

14

And I guess that's one

And as I will indicate, this appears

15

to be what happened -- exactly what happened in the

16

case of Calgary.

17

south of Calgary, which I guess was in an area that

18

was fairly highly populated with commercial and

19

residential development, and it was moved.

20

closed as an intermodal hub and it was moved to a

21

rural area north of Calgary.

There was an intermodal hub in the

It was

22

I'm not sure the motivation for the

23

move was simply to enhance safety, but nevertheless

24

that was certainly the result of the move.

25

the hub there and I actually did some work on it for
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1

the city.

2

sides there's really no sensitive exposure.

3

south side there's small Hamlet, however a lot of

4

any -- I shouldn't say any, but a lot of potential

5

effects are actually shielded by a multi-storey CN

6

building on the south side.

7

location I would say.

8

encourage here for the intermodal facility, in terms

9

of safety.

10

And basically, on the northeast and west
On the

So it’s kind of ideal

Perhaps the type that one would

And there the existing hub closed, or

11

ceased to function as a hub -- intermodal hub and a

12

new one was constructed.

13

an existing hub, we are talking about constructing it.

14

So consideration might be given to a more rural

15

location.

16

Okay.

Here we haven't actually got

Finally here in terms of the

17

significant adverse environmental effects, namely

18

accuse risks to the public, generally speaking all of

19

the different sources that have been considered, rail

20

lines, derailments, intermodal transfer accidents,

21

releases of DG's on site, and fires on site, are

22

likely to result in a significant adverse

23

environmental effect.

24

talking about acute risk to the public.

25

In this case of course, we are

Just mentioning them briefly high
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1

magnitude -- the high magnitude criterion certainly,

2

if there are, in fact, fatalities and severe injuries,

3

those are high magnitude.

4

off site geographic extent of at least one of these

5

substances, ethanol, and undoubtedly many others if,

6

in fact, those that are indicated in the inventory

7

that we based our considerations on, the Brampton

8

inventory.

9

geographic extent.

We've suggested that the

There could be fairly large off site

10

Duration.

I guess in the context of

11

the present protocol is, in fact, that during, during

12

the entire duration of the operation, the effects

13

could occur.

14

guess multiple irregular events, which is is how these

15

are characterized are considered not to be a likely

16

contributor to significant effect.

17

of frequencies we see for what are potentially serious

18

accidents, according to the Transportation Safety

19

Board of Canada, are quite, well they're quite -- they

20

would be quite unacceptable in the domain of risk

21

analysis, and I might just comment on one of the

22

comments made earlier.

Frequency, well, in the protocol here, I

23

However the kind

The accidents that we considered

24

potentially fatal DG accidents, you know, three over

25

the life cycle.
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1

roughly one or two.

2

what are defined by the Transportation Safety Board as

3

DG leakers, which are in fact incidents, if reportable

4

as they result in death or serious injury, evacuation,

5

or the closer of the DG loading facility and other

6

facility closures.

7

they are projected to potentially occur in the order,

8

as I say, of roughly two or three during the life

9

cycle of the -- of this proposed operation.

10

If it's 20 year lifecycle we’re

So they are serious accidents and

So there are serious, of course.

11

There are many other types of events considered

12

accidents which are not particularly serious and of

13

course, they do occur in much higher frequency.

14

the criteria just finalizing, the -- certainly the

15

types of acute effects on human safety are

16

irreversible.

17

On

We will not elaborate on that.
In the context of sensitive land uses,

18

well there do appear to be certainly sensitive land

19

uses, at least within both the hazard zone, which was

20

shown on the previous maps.

21

impact zone or the emergency planning zone which could

22

be out to 800 or a thousand meters.

23

of course, the future developments north of Milton

24

will have to consider it because already the railway

25

is already there.
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1

based set back distances from the operation.

2

depending on some of the details of the DGs and other

3

goods transported by the operation.

4

Again,

Clearly and this seems to be a subject

5

that some debated by going this morning, if in fact

6

container throughput is increased, and there appear to

7

be two opinions on at that, but let us an assume it is

8

increased.

9

the frequencies of these incidents, including the

One would certainly expect an increase in

10

increasing frequency of the very serious incidents.

11

So if we double container throughput, and still have

12

the facility function adequately for that, I would

13

expect a proportional increase And if in fact, the

14

doubling of throughput were to overtax the capacity,

15

then there would be probably an exponential increase

16

in accidents.

17

What are our concerns with the CN

18

information provided to date on this particular SAEE

19

of an acute risk to the public.

20

quantities, frequencies, and types of dangerous goods

21

that are likely to be transported, and we -- the only

22

thing we received was an inventory with no frequencies

23

or quantities.

24

obtain this under protective direction 36, as we have

25

in the case of many other jurisdictions for the
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1

Brampton, for the Brampton operation but, you know, we

2

didn't do that.

3

they were obligated to of it and we assumed they would

4

get it.

5

We were -- I'm sure CN has it because

So we would like to see further

6

clarification rather than the little bits and pieces

7

of information that we received today and tank

8

containers, and NDG's.

9

no DG's in bulk, and then we heard they were .037

I think we heard earlier there

10

percent, or .034 percent I think it was, sorry.

11

we'd certainly like to see all this in writing

12

somewhere.

13

So

This is new information today.
The CN concerns on safety although

14

this morning certainly spoke about public safety, but

15

in the previous information there was -- sorry.

16

they spoke significantly about worker safety, as well

17

as public safety.

18

there was very little reference to on site safety for

19

the workers, visitors and contractors.

20

they would, in fact, receive the first wave of effects

21

and that is a quite an important safety consideration.

22

Today

But in the previous information

And certainly

I was -- we were somewhat concerned

23

about the kind of down playing that human safety

24

effects from the operation are highly unlikely.

25

don't know what is meant by highly unlikely.
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1

seems to me that from the statistics, having one or

2

two potentially fatal incidents over the course of

3

say, a 20 or 40 year life cycle is -- I wouldn’t call

4

that highly unlikely.

5

rate of accidents, and certainly in the protocol of

6

risk analysis, that would be a completely

7

unacceptable -- completely unacceptable rate of

8

accidents.

9

in -- well preferably one in a million years, or one

That's a fairly significant

We are looking for probabilities of one

10

in a million.

Therefore not one in ten years.

11

are getting here one in ten years that maybe one in 20

12

years.

13

won't go on about that particularly.

Those are not acceptable at all.

But we

Probably

14

I’ll move onto the conclusions and I

15

would like to say the mitigation measures, certainly

16

are recognized.

17

mentioned in previous in the literature we received

18

previously are pretty standard ones, and I guess they

19

are implicitly used by others in the -- in spite of

20

the occurrence of the incidents that are in the

21

Transportation Safety Board and the railway

22

association of candidate database.

23

They are however at least the ones

So yeah that was good to do, however

24

the one significant mitigation measure that we

25

certainly recommend be looked into further is the
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1

separation distances and that does not appear to have

2

be considered.

3

acts, standards and regulations has not been

4

confirmed.

5

there will be further compliance confirmed as the

6

plans evolve.

7

of them are not compliant.

8
9

Compliance with many of the applicable

Based on what we have to date, perhaps

But at this point, we foundation many

Mainly however, we believe that the
acute risks to both workers and members of the public

10

that are potentially associated with this particular

11

proposal, have been somewhat underestimated and

12

downplayed.

13

better understanding for Halton's purposes, of what

14

actually DG's might be transported.

15

conduct a more dedicated risk assessment, rather than

16

the very high level application of statistics that

17

we've done.

18

is that there are unacceptable potential affects to

19

human health in the form of fatalities and severe

20

injuries that could result from from the proposed

21

project the way it is.

22

And we would certainly like to have a

And then we could

And that is certainly our main concerns,

That is all I have to say.

Thank you,

23

Madam Chair and Members of the Panel, and ladies and

24

gentlemen.

25

happy to try and answer them
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you, Mr. -- it

was Mr. Bercha, was it?

3

DR. BERCHA:

Yeah, Bercha.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yeah.

Yes, Bercha.

Thank

5

you very much for your presentation.

6

to -- we are now going to call for questions.

7

like to if possible keep questions down to a fairly

8

low, because we need to break.

9

coming back here this evening for this evening's

10

session.

11

I would

We will have people

So CN, I will ask you a few questions.
MR. LERNER:

We could have some

12

questions.

13

asking some questions on behalf of CN.

14

I would like

Mr. Bernstein will be speaking on behalf,

MR. BERNSTIEN:

Good evening, Madam

15

Chair and Members of the Panel.

16

Bernstein and I'm one of the lawyers for CN and I have

17

a few questions for Mr. Burcha.

18

My name is Andrew

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Excuse me,

Mr.

19

Bernstein, could you just spell your name for the

20

record?

21
22

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Absolutely it's

B-E-R-N-S-T-E-I-N.

23

Mister -- I'm going to get this wrong

24

every time -- Mr. Bercha, could you please turn to

25

slide 5 of your presentation?
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1

MR. BERCHA:

Sure.

2

MR. BERNSTEIN:

There you go.

Thank you.

So I just

3

want to try and understand what this slide means.

4

the purple area is the project development area, is

5

that right?

6

MR. BERCHA:

So

I will have to ask the

7

Halton regional on that, because that is not, in fact,

8

my drawing.

9

that there are some set backs to be around the

I'm only using it generally, to indicate

10

facility I'm not quite sure what they --.

11

read the small print there, can you read it?

12

MR. BERCHA:

13

MR. BERNSTEIN:

14

I can't

I think I can.
Okay, what does it say

(inaudible)

15

MR. BERCHA:

Yeah, I think so.

16

MR. BERNSTEIN:

17

MR. BERCHA:

SPEAKER:

So --

Okay.

I think what it says is

18

that the purple -- let me see what I can find here for

19

you.

20

footprint is what’s indicated in the purple

So it says, there we go, the CN intermodal site

21

MR. BERNSTEIN:

It says the Opening

22

Ceremony intermodal site footprint is what's indicated

23

in the purple.

24

product -- project development area or the actual

25

footprint, right?
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1
2

MR. BERCHA:

No, I don't.

map I directed by any means.

3

MR. BERNSTEIN:

4

MR. BERCHA:

5

It's not a

Okay.

I think it was added to

illustrate the set backs and what it might encompass.

6

MR. BERNSTEIN:

There's a couple of --

7

I’m going to call them, concentric lines around the

8

area.

One that's purple and one that's red.

9

MR. BERCHA:

10
11

MR. BERNSTEIN:

MR. BERCHA:

MR. BERNSTEIN:

MR. BERCHA:

Yeah.

Well, not a

setback necessarily, but a zone.

18

MR. BERNSTEIN:

19

MR. BERCHA:

20

MR. BERNSTEIN:

21

And the red one to

reflect the 1,000 meter setback?

16
17

Yeah, that is correct.

Yes.

14
15

Am I right the purple

one is intended to reflect the 300 meter setback?

12
13

Yeah.

A zone?

Yeah.
A buffer zone, if we

can --

22

MR. BERCHA:

23

of emergency response, yes.

A buffer zone or a zone

24

MR. BERNSTEIN:

25

MR. BERCHA:
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1

should probably be addressing the Panel anyway.

2

MR. BERNSTEIN:

I see on either end of

3

the map what there is is an orange and purple line.

4

Do you see that on either end of the project?

5
6

MR. BERCHA:

Yes, I see that.

I don't

know what they mean.

7

MR. BERNSTEIN:

So if I'm right, and

8

according to this legend here it's hard to read, the

9

orange line reflects the main line that already

10

exists; is that right?

11

MR. BERCHA:

12

MR. BERNSTEIN:

13

MR. BERCHA:

14

I suppose.
Okay.

As I say, I didn't create

the map.

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I think we have a

16

little problem here, because you're asking questions

17

about this map Mr. Bercha did not -- it’s not his map.

18

So what are we going to do here?

19

somebody from Halton to come -- is this -- do you need

20

to walk through the stages of the -- I said the same

21

thing to Halton earlier, so I want to be fair here.

22

Do you need to walk through these stages of what's on

23

the map to ask your question of Mr. Bercha?

24
25

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Are we going do ask

Unfortunately, I do,

Madam Chair.
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

somebody from Halton came who could speak to the map?

3
4

Would it help if

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Sure.

If one of the

witnesses could speak.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Is that a

6

possibility, Halton, if somebody wishes -- is able to

7

speak to the map.

8

change in some of the mapping Halton provided, so I

9

just don’t want to get -- Mr. Northey, are you willing

10

I know we've had a little bit of

to do that?

11

MR. NORTHEY:

Madam Chair -- sorry.

12

I’ll come to the mic.

So it’s Mr. Northey.

This map

13

we were expecting to deal with tomorrow when we were

14

dealing with the land use presentation, and there will

15

be speakers that will speak to this through the

16

presentation tomorrow.

17

Bercha indicated, a map that he was provided, and he

18

was using it simply for the distances.

19

boundaries that I think Mr. Bernstein is getting into

20

will be discussed and presented tomorrow.

21

be my suggestion, but that's what I'm here it clarify.

So this was as Mr. -- or Dr.

The precise

That would

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

23

Maybe you could tell me where you're

24

heading and perhaps we can work back from there.

25

always helpful to know for us.
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1

MR. BERNSTEIN:

2

So the main line, as I’m sure the

3

Panel is aware, has existed for a very, very long

4

time, and far longer, in fact, than any of the

5

residential development that you see within the buffer

6

zones.

7

Sure, Madam Chair.

And of course, the main line has

8

always had goods shipped on it of various -- of

9

various categories.

10

What you see on the map, and it does

11

require a bit of a close look, but what Mr. Bercha has

12

said is that the intermodal hub creates additional

13

risks because of -- because of intermodal transfers.

14

And all I'm trying to establish is

15

that the intermodal transfers that will happen, and

16

you can see there's -- on the slide that's right up,

17

there's derailments and there's intermodal transfer

18

mishaps.

19

The intermodal transfers that will

20

happen will all happen within the purple area, not on

21

the lines that are -- that have always -- not on the

22

main line or the tracks that are being put along the

23

main line that have always been there, but they're all

24

happening in that I'm going to call it large purple

25

zone.
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1

And perhaps Mr. Bercha can indicate

2

whether he -- that's his understanding, that all of

3

the intermodal transfers that he suggests may lead to

4

mishaps will be happening in that large purple zone.

5

DR. BERCHA:

Yes, I do.

6

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Okay.

And so we could

7

have drawn a buffer around that zone, right.

8

have drawn a 300-metre buffer around the place where

9

intermodal transfers may occur.

10

Couldn't we have, Mr. Bercha?

11

DR. BERCHA:

12

We could

Well, I believe you have

already, or that is what's before us.

13

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Sure.

But we could

14

have excluded the area where no intermodal transfers

15

will occur, couldn't we?

16
17

DR. BERCHA:

Well, by not having a hub

there, yes, I guess we could.

18

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Mr. Bercha, what I

19

actually mean, and I think you know this --

20

DR. BERCHA:

21

No, I don't, actually.

Sorry.

22

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Okay.

Well, what I

23

actually mean is that is it possible to draw a map

24

showing a 300-metre buffer zone around the place where

25

intermodal transfers will occur.
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1
2

It would be something that would be
possible to do.

3

DR. BERCHA:

Of course.

4

MR. BERNSTEIN:

5

And presumably whoever drew this map,

Of course.

6

and we now know it wasn't you, could have done that,

7

but opted to draw what we see here instead; right?

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

Mr. -- I see

9

what you're getting at, and Mr. Northey says it's --

10

tomorrow we'll be speaking not about effect -- well,

11

you better say what you're going to speak about.

12

But I wonder if we could, in the

13

interests of time -- I get your point.

It's made.

14

It's on the record.

15

discussion of this particular issue, would you be all

16

right with that?

If we could move any further

17

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Sure.

18

MR. CHAIRPERSON:

19

MR. NORTHEY:

Mr. Northey?

Yes, Madam Chair.

I

20

expect you will hear tomorrow the reason for the lines

21

that have just been described.

22
23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Why don't you stay

in case something else, if you don't mind.

24
25

Yes, absolutely.

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Now, Mr. Bercha, we

also see on this map here some arterial roadways;
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1

right?

2

DR. BERCHA:

3

MR. BERNSTEIN:

4

like trains, sometimes carry dangerous goods?

5
6

And arterial roadways,

Sometimes carry trucks that have
dangerous goods?

7
8

Perhaps.

Is that right?

DR. BERCHA:

Well, of course.

Some

do, some don't.

9

MR. BERNSTEIN:

10

DR. BERCHA:

11

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Some, do some don't.

Yeah.
And the municipality

12

didn't impose, it looks like, when you look at this,

13

for example, a 300-metre buffer zone from their

14

arterial roadways when they were approving these

15

developments.

Do you agree with that?

16

DR. BERCHA:

17

MR. BERNSTEIN:

18

I don't know.
Well, can't you tell

from the map?

19

DR. BERCHA:

Well, I can tell from

20

that map, but I don't know what they imposed, if

21

anything.

22
23

MR. BERNSTEIN:

because you didn't draw the map?

24
25

And you don't know

DR. BERCHA:

Is that why?

No, I don't know because

I didn't do the work for the municipality on arterial
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1

roads.

Someone else did that.

2

MR. BERNSTEIN:

3

Bercha, the way that I read this map, there's

4

development, either proposed or existing, right up to

5

each of the arterial roads?

6

believe that's not true?

7

DR. BERCHA:

Am I right, Mr.

Do you have any reason to

Well, I'm really not an

8

expert on arterial roads here, so I'd rather move on

9

to something else.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. Bernstein, this

11

is beginning to sound just like it's creeping towards

12

the cross-examination style of asking questions, and I

13

think you know from the opening remarks we're not

14

welcoming of that.

15
16

MR. BERNSTEIN:

more questions, Madam Chair, and I will --

17

THE CHAIRPERSON:

18

MR. BERNSTEIN:

19

Yeah, sure.
Old habits die hard,

but I'll try my best to --

20
21

I only have a couple

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Fair enough.

Fair

enough.

22

But also, probably it is really no

23

point in continuing to grill Mr. Bercha on the map

24

because it's not his map and we're not going to get

25

anywhere very helpful, but if you have other
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1

questions.

2

MR. BERNSTEIN:

Sure.

3

So just with repect to this map on

4

page 14 or slide 14, perhaps you can let me know

5

whether this is a map that you're familiar with.

6

DR. BERCHA:

7

Actually, I didn't do this one either.

8

MR. BERNSTEIN:

9
10

Probably not.

Okay.

So perhaps we

should defer any of those last questions about this
map.

11

DR. BERCHA:

I am familar with the

12

facility and I've looked at the risks associated with

13

it, but --

14
15

MR. BERNSTEIN:

You're familiar with

the facility?

16

DR. BERCHA:

Yeah.

Well, this is --

17

yeah.

This is CN Calgary intermodal terminal, yes.

18

am actually from Calgary and I have visited this.

19

MR. BERNSTEIN:

I

So are there -- do you

20

recall whether there were extra tracks built on either

21

end of the facility as there is proposed to be built

22

in Milton?

23

DR. BERCHA:

No, actually, there

24

weren't, no.

25

out and, well, what you see is what the facility is
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1

right there.

2
3

MR. BERNSTEIN:

THE CHAIRPERSON:

5

Bernstein, for your questions.

6

CN, that's it.
yes.

Thank you, Mr.

That's your questions,

Thank you.

8
9

Madam

Chair, thank you very much.

4

7

All right.

Are there any other questions?

And

don't feel you have to.

10

I like to encourage questions, but at

11

this stage in the afternoon if they can be held, I'd

12

appreciate it.

13
14

So -- oh, we should have asked
Transport Canada.

I’m sorry.

I apologize.

15

No.

16

Panel.

17

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

18

Thank you.

I have just one

question, Dr. Bercha.

19

On your slide 17, you estimate that

20

there could be three potentially fatal dangerous goods

21

accidents over the life cycle of the project.

22

guess I'd like to talk about that a little bit.

23

And I

I'm having difficulty reconciling that

24

estimate with a comment you made about how CN has not

25

yet provided details on the kinds of materials that
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1

will be carried through the facility.

2

So I believe we heard earlier today

3

and I -- I suspect you would agree that when we think

4

about calculating risk, we have to consider both the

5

likelihood of an event and the consequences.

6

DR. BERCHA:

Absolutely.

7

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So here you've

8

given the Transportation Safety Board as the

9

reference, I think, for that estimate.

10

DR. BERCHA:

Yes.

11

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

But can you tell me

12

how you calculated the likelihood and the consequences

13

to come up with that number?

14

DR. BERCHA:

Well, the Transporation

15

Safety Board pretty much gives that information in one

16

number.

17

kilometre years or whatever the exposure is, but it

18

provides the rate of potentially fatal accidents,

19

called DG Leakers, is what they're called --

20
21

It says -- it provides the rate per million

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:
facilities or for --

22

DR. BERCHA:

23

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

24

For intermodal

No, for --- any kind of

transportation of dangerous goods?

25

DR. BERCHA:
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1

is for rail transportation.

2
3

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Rail

transportation.

4

DR. BERCHA:

And I have simply taken

5

the number of train miles expected from this

6

operation -- and this is not restricted to the site.

7

This is the rail line servicing the site which covers

8

roughly 60 miles in the Halton Region.

9

what I've based it on, is the number of additional

And that is

10

trains with DGs presumably at the three percent that

11

would be servicing the site.

12
13

So these would be the fatal accidents.
They're not at the terminal itself.

14

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

15

DR. BERCHA:

I see.

But it's the trains that

16

would be bringing what we understood to be three

17

percent DGs to and from that terminal.

18
19

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

So quick follow-up

question.

20

Dangerous goods are already passing

21

through the terminal through this region on the main

22

line, and have been for many years.

23

what the current statistics are for fatal accidents?

24
25

DR. BERCHA:

Can you tell me

Well, it would only

take -- we've actually taken four trains.
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1

have -- there's only two additional trains included,

2

but the numbers I've calculated here are based on four

3

trains per day.

4

We have 25 to 30 trains per day, so

5

you could assume that right now if we do not only

6

consider the additional trains, there'd be quite a few

7

more potentially fatal accidents, roughly --

8

roughly -- well, I guess four into 25, eight times as

9

many, six to eight times as many.

10

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

11

So I -- and this is

my last question.

12

I guess I'm asking if you're aware of

13

any fatal accidents in rail transport related to

14

dangerous goods in this region?

15

DR. BERCHA:

16

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

17

THE CHAIRPERSON:

18

I am not.
Thank you.
Just one or two

questions.

19

You have said throughout your

20

presentation that you -- that you are suggesting that

21

the Panel -- and it is the Panel, as you know, that

22

does the finding of significant adverse environmental

23

effects.

24

DR. BERCHA:

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

to give your opinion on that, but it will be our

2

decision --

3

DR. BERCHA:

Of course.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

5

But you've suggested that the Panel

-- recommendation.

6

should find the project a whole bunch, I think, of

7

significant adverse environmental effects, and one of

8

the reasons you're giving is that the project -- that

9

the proponent has not confirmed that they will be

10

compliant with a number of regulations.

11

And I'm not going to go through the

12

slides, but you said it a number of times, that

13

they're not -- you do not find that they're compliant.

14

Do you have any reason to believe that

15

they were -- they will not, in fact, be compliant with

16

those regulations?

17

companies are in flagrant --

Is it your experience that rail

18

DR. BERCHA:

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

20

Do they not normally get there for the

21

DR. BERCHA:

Well, I'd rather not

comment on that.

24
25

-- non-compliance?

major things, or...?

22
23

Not really.

With the information provided in the
EIS and the IRs, compliance with many standards has
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

979

1

not been indicated.

That's all I'm saying.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

DR. BERCHA:

All right.

So --

They may well be

4

compliant by the time they finish the design and go on

5

with specification before the project is actually

6

activated, but at this point they do not appear to be

7

compliant based on the information --

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9

DR. BERCHA:

10

-- that I've received,

reviewed.

11
12

Okay.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

I don't

think I have any other questions.

13

Panel?

14

Oh, yes.

15

had asked -- you stepped up to the mic.

16

that.

17

I'm sorry.

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Mr. Northey, you
I missed

We haven't had a

18

chance yet to ask our questions of CN based on their

19

earlier presentation, so is now the right time that we

20

can go through those questions?

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

isn't because we'll never make it through today.

23

Unfortunately, it

So the -- I know that the secretariat

24

was going to speak to you.

25

that you have that time.
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1

I don't think it's possible for us to

2

give you that time now because we have people -- we

3

have a full session this evening coming up.

4

So how are we going to solve this?

5

Is it absolutely vital that you ask

6

these questions today?

7
8

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

It's not.

I

mean, I don't have a lot of questions.

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I assure you --

10

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I have --

And you -- I'm

12

looking at the time.

13

suspect something of an influx of people at 7 o'clock,

14

and we have -- we have three presentations and

15

questions.

16

from the community coming for that.

17

We're going to have a -- I

And I assume we'll have a lot of people

And I've got to protect that, I think,

18

and I have to protect -- I tell you, we won't be

19

hearing a thing if we don't take at least a short

20

break, so that's the problem.

21

And I'm very -- I am very sympathetic

22

and I -- we have to find you a time.

23

that.

24
25

I do accept

So I’m going to say with great
apologies the time is not now, and I would like Mr.
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1

Rollins here to speak with you the moment we take this

2

break to organize when we're going to get you that

3

block of time.

4

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

6

I know you're not happy with it,
but --

9
10

Can you live with

that?

7
8

Okay.

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:
it's current.

11

It's just because

It's on all our minds right now.
THE CHAIRPERSON:

I realize.

I tell

12

you what; we'll be brighter and really focusing when

13

you come back, so I assure you --

14

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

16

attention.

17

So --

18

Okay.

-- we will pay full

And we look forward to your questions.

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

And then I also

19

have a couple of clarifications on undertakings that

20

we've asked for earlier, so I'd like to have that --

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I tell you what

22

we'll do with that is when we come back this evening,

23

the very first thing we're going to do is have

24

housekeeping and I'll take your clarifications then.

25

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:
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1

THE CHAIRPERSON:

2

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

4

apologies.

5
6

Thank you.

-- reminding me.

We will get you your time, I promise.

coming to make a presentation, accepting questions.
Thank you to all of you for
participating this afternoon.

9

So it is 6:30.

I want to say that we

10

will give ourselves -- would it be acceptable if we

11

come back at 7:15?

12
13

My

So Mr. Bercha, thank you very much for

7
8

So thank you for --

I think that gives us all 45 minutes.
It isn't great, but it's better than half an hour.

14

So 7:15 we will meet you here for this

15

afternoon's session -- this evening's session, which

16

will be on socio-economic, general.

17
18
19
20
21

Thank you very much.
--- Upon recessing at 6:29 p.m. /
Suspension à 18 h 29
--- Upon resuming at 7:16 p.m. /
Reprise à 19 h 16

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So we will begin

23

this evening’s session.

24

to start at seven o’clock I do apologize, but things

25

ran over.
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1
2

So anyway, this was the best we could
do was to start at 7:15.

3

So just a couple of things before we

4

begin.

I want to apologize to Halton.

I didn’t keep

5

up with my promises and then, at the end, I didn’t

6

realize that I hadn’t kept up with my promises, so I

7

do apologize.

8

get a little intense here, so I was losing track.

9

So the bottom line is that Halton

I hope you can understand that things

10

quite correctly was asking me about my promise that we

11

would find a block of time to complete the questions

12

on accidents and malfunctions to CN.

13

And so I apologize for cutting you off

14

there.

So what we’re going to do, I understand that

15

about 15 minutes would be sufficient, so that’s --

16

that’s what I was told.

17

Let me finish.

So -- no, certainly.

18

So our proposal is, but I need to check this with

19

everybody since our proposal was that we would start

20

the evening with those questions.

21

problem because you don’t have the right people here?

22

MR. LERNER:

Now, is that a

Madam Chair, we’re just

23

missing one person.

24

quick or it -- there's about three people, actually.

25

Sorry, I didn’t know we were going to start with that.
613-521-0703

I could try to flag him down real

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

984

1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

I

thought maybe you'd already been told that.

3

So you should have the people here for

4

that, obviously, so could you put that in motion?

5

you think five minutes?

6
7

They're in the vicinity?

MR. LERNER:

It’s in motion as we

speak.

8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

10
11

Do

THE CHAIRPERSON:
like.

I see, okay.
Can I sit down?

Sit wherever you

You don't have to move.

12

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes, Madam Chair.

I

13

think we’re trying to accommodate, so why don’t we

14

proceed with where we're ready now while they're

15

assembling and then you have gracefully given us our

16

15, and we'll deal with that when we've got the right

17

people in the room.

18

we’re all watching a clock.

But we’ve got -- as we all know,

19

Does that make sense to start with --

20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

21

MR. NORTHEY:

What did you say?

To start with the

22

agriculture evidence, so you were going to do the

23

first witness.

24

perhaps break it.

25

We get the CN people back in and

I don’t have a better way of doing it,
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1

but I don’t think sitting now and waiting will serve

2

us all about 9:30 when we’re still in evidence.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

4

yes.

First of all --

5
6

Well, that is true,

MR. NORTHEY:

Anyway, it was just a

suggestion.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

So first of all, what I will do is

9
10

just finish what I was going to say for the opening
staff.

So that will use a minute or two productively.

11
12

Yes, thank you.

And then perhaps we'll do as you
suggest, and thank you for that.

13

So I just want to say that there are a

14

couple of things that the Panel said that they would

15

respond to, for example, the questions from Mr.

16

Canzona, and we can do that, but I think we're going

17

to wait until tomorrow morning to do that because

18

we're really pushed for time this evening.

19
20

And are there any other housekeeping
matters?

21
22

We're all updated on today’s
undertakings, are we?

23
24

And is there a housekeeping?

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

This is Natalie

Rizkalla-Kamel for Holton Municipalities.

25

I had a number of clarifications on
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1

undertakings.

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

Let me just

acknowledge.

4

So thank you all for coming back at a

5

fast clip.

6

whatever.

7
8

Can I go through them now?

That was impressive, two minutes or

Yes.

Let’s clarify the undertakings

and then we will go to your questions.

9

Then we will draw a line under the

10

accidents and malfunctions topic-specific session, and

11

we will move to socio-economic.

12

that we will go to CN’s presentation, questions,

13

Milton Says No questions and then Halton will be the

14

final presentation.

And that will mean

15

Okay, go for it.

16

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

17

Thank you, Madam

Chair.

18

So I'd like to go back to Undertaking

19

Number 8 this morning where we asked for a summary of

20

Martin and Associates market forecast.

21

speaking with our expert, we would like to clarify

22

that the origin destination container flows are

23

provided by CN as part of the summary.

24
25

So after

Our expert believes it will be helpful
to the Panel and participants in understanding the
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1

southern Ontario market forecast information.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

MR. LERNER:

CN.

Madam Chair, getting down

4

to the origin destination is very commercially

5

sensitive type of information.

6

need in terms of a summary and we’re more than happy

7

to.

8
9

We understand what you

We don’t give public guidance at that
type of level anywhere in our system, and that is

10

highly sensitive information.

11

it, fold it up into a higher level number.

12
13

But we could summarize

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Can I -– do you wish

to speak, Mr. Northey?

14

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes, Madam Chair.

I’m

15

just mindful in other Panel reviews and under the CEAA

16

Act there is provision to treat information in a

17

special category and do that, and I just want to say

18

I've been in other hearings and dealt with things that

19

way.

20

And I’ll just say we'd be very happy

21

to cooperate to do this to allow Mr. Vickerman and a

22

very limited number of people on a strict undertaking

23

to review it to get around that problem if that would

24

facilitate this.

25

I think it would.

Do I need to provide more details,
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1

Madam Chair?

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

No, no.

I

understand what you’re saying.

4

I’m just trying to think what the

5

order of things should be.

6

putting forward a formal request for the Panel to

7

consider that?

8
9
10

Are you -– so you're

Is that correct?
You just put that –- because we will

need to think about that and to come up with a
response.

11

MR. NORTHEY:

I’m just acting

12

responsively to the question in response trying to get

13

this moving along.

14

pre-emptively starting this, we would be prepared.

15

All I was trying to say is

I am familiar on behalf of Halton

16

Municipalities of how that can work here, and I'm just

17

saying that we would be prepared to work with the

18

system I’m familiar with.

19

So I just wanted to take that as –- if

20

that is where the problem is of confidentiality, I

21

wanted to try and move us past this because what I

22

don’t want to have happen, Madam Chair, is that we get

23

information 10 days from now that is not responsive

24

and then we’re back here trying, with scarce time, to

25

figure out what else we need.
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1

to avoid.

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:
CN.

Do you have a comment on that, Mr. Lerner?

4
5

I’m going to turn to

MR. LERNER:

Yes, Madam Chair.

I

don’t mean to repeat my original comment.

6

This is highly sensitive information.

7

What we can do, after we provide the summary, if

8

there's any specific questions that come from that

9

analysis, then we could look at it on a one-on-one

10

basis to respond.

11

destination information like that, that --

12

But to give out all of our origin

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Could either CN or

13

the secretariat remind me of what the due date was

14

when you undertook to provide that -– the summary?
I think it was the 3 rd .

15

MR. LERNER:

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

17

Yes, I think it was

probably the 3 rd as well.

18

All right.

I think at this stage we

19

should –- the Panel should take that suggestion from

20

Mr. Northey under advisement and your response under

21

advisement.

22

that tomorrow, at some point tomorrow and see what the

23

Panel thinks should be the way forward.

24
25

I've heard both, and we will respond to

In the meantime, keep going on that
summary as you originally intended.
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1

through.

2

So that’s -- that’s where we are on

3

the clarification and undertakings.

4

to do on it.

Still some work

5

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Thank you.

6

This morning I asked for CN to provide

7

us the background information supporting new technical

8

information provided in their presentations.

9

we said we would provide –- we would provide you a

And then

10

list or you had asked us to provide a list of where

11

that was in the presentations.

12

In the interests of being prepared for

13

tomorrow with respect to CN’s presentation on land use

14

planning tomorrow, there is two slides, slides 25 and

15

26, which refer to a peer review, which we have not

16

seen and it’s not been in -- I've been told it’s not

17

in any of the information that CN has submitted.

18

So in advance of the presentation

19

tomorrow, it would be helpful for the Panel and the

20

participants to have an opportunity to review the peer

21

review before the presentation.

22

the Panel to consider that as an undertaking for CN.

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So I respectfully ask

Can I ask this?

24

Your request, is this a replacement for that original

25

rather vague undertaking?
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1

the vagueness, but -- I didn’t help that, but.

2

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

3

what you our issue is and maybe we can come to some

4

kind of solution.

5

Well, I can tell

Our issue is that there is new

6

information in the presentations that CN has submitted

7

that we have not seen before.

8

way to allow everyone to have an opportunity to review

9

the new information and the background informationor

We’re trying to find a

10

the supporting material that is being referred to

11

before the actual presentations take place.

12

I realize that you said you would

13

think about it and come back to it.

14

whether, in advance of tomorrow’s presentation on land

15

use planning, we can specifically now ask for the peer

16

review that we have not seen in order to give our

17

experts, our panel members that are speaking tomorrow,

18

an opportunity to see it.

19
20

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I've been asked

Yes.

I've got that.

I will ask CN.

21

But will there be other documents that

22

you are going to ask for?

23

them now?

Are you ready to ask for

Shall we do it --

24

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

25

–- so we had originally asked for CN to provide the
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1

list of new information in their presentations because

2

they are more familiar with what’s new in their

3

presentations than we are.

4

It’s going to take us some time to go

5

through the presentations and try and determine what

6

is new.

7

almost actually like to put it back in CN’s plate to

8

tell us what is the new information that they have put

9

in their presentation that we have not previously seen

It’s within their knowledge, so I would

10

and, for that new information, can they give us the

11

background information or data or analysis or report

12

that supports the new information?

13
14

And I think that would be the most
efficient way of dealing with it.

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

16

MR. REYNOLDS:

Mr. Lerner?

Madam Chair, so all of

17

the presentations were filed on June 17 th so that

18

information has been on the record and is available.

19

Specifically with respect to slides 25

20

and 26 in the peer review, a peer review was conducted

21

but there was no report or documentation of that.

22

just what’s in the presentation, which was filed on

23

June 17 th .

24
25

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So

So there is

nothing -- you're saying there is nothing to share
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1

with Halton or -- and other participants.

2

MR. REYNOLDS:

Aside from the

3

presentation, there's nothing else to provide, no.

4

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

Yes.

So that...

The name of

6

the person who did –- will the person who did the

7

review be present?

8
9

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yes, of course she'll

be.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

MR. REYNOLDS:

And who's that?

It's Paul Johnston, so

12

he'll be presenting tomorrow, so you'll have the

13

opportunity to ask questions.

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

15

as far as we can go on that one.

16
17

So we’re back to the list.
heard that request.

18
19

I think that may be

And you

Do you --

MR. REYNOLDS:

To my knowledge there's

no additional information within those presentations.

20

The presentations were filed as were

21

required by June 17 t h and have been on the record for

22

review in advance of the date for presentations.

23

unless there's some specific material that we’re

24

looking for, I mean, it’s all been submitted.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

going to have to come back to you.

2

And I think I’m going to have to ask

3

you to identify specific items as we go, bring it back

4

tomorrow.

I think that’s probably the best we can do.

5

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

I think -– I

6

mean, Mr. Reynolds says that it was filed on June 17 th

7

and there was no new information.

8

example this morning where the southern Ontario market

9

forecast was new information.

10

But we had an

Technical submissions had to be in by

11

May 29 th , not June 17 th .

12

information that is in their presentations that we

13

haven’t had an opportunity to look at.

14

This is new technical

So I'd like Mr. Reynolds and CN to

15

reconsider their response that there's no new

16

information in the presentations because it’s clear

17

that there is.

And they have the knowledge of that.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

19

Mr. Reynolds.

Yes, all right.

So there's an example

20

that’s been given.

21

to that example.

22

illustration, that example is –- would you be able to

23

look at your presentations that you're planning to --

24

the remaining presentations to identify things such as

25

that graph that maybe cannot be found in your
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1

technical submissions?

2

MR. REYNOLDS:

Certainly we can

3

endeavour to look.

4

an expansion or what was discussed today was an

5

expansion of what was provided, again, within the

6

presentations that were submitted and were available

7

for review prior to these sessions.

8

additional information that was provided.

9

I think even with that, that was

So there was no

We spoke to the slide that was

10

submitted, and much of what we are discussing is after

11

review of the Halton Municipalities' submission as

12

well as all of the other interested parties'

13

submissions.

14

have been submitted.

So we’re speaking to the slides that

15

But we will endeavour to look.

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Well, if you would.

17

Is that –- I can't remember whether we actually made

18

that an undertaking.

19

not have a number.

20
21

Does it have a number?

It does

Since we’re asking you to do it, I
think we should make it an undertaking.

22

UNDERTAKING

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And other than that,

24

at this point, I think we’ll just have to work through

25

it presentation by presentation and if you have
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1

questions or concerns or if there is something that

2

comes up that you really feel you weren’t prepared to

3

ask questions on, we’ll have to deal with that on a

4

case-by-case basis.

5

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

So that would be

7

Undertaking 12.

8

your presentations to identify whether there's, I

9

would say, any substantive material, data or the like

10

that can’t be located in the technical submissions.

11
12

Is that clear enough?

MR. REYNOLDS:

THE CHAIRPERSON:

We'll do

And you'll have that

by?

17
18

That’s clear.

that.

15
16

I think that’s

best.

13
14

And that is an undertaking to review

MR. REYNOLDS:
think, tomorrow.

19

We can have it by, I

We'll do it for tomorrow.

We’ll get back to you.

We’ll take a

20

quick look and get back to you with the timing.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

All right.
Sorry.

I have

23

one last one before I get into my accidents and

24

malfunctions.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL: So we know from

2

this -– well, we know from this process that the

3

terminal will be built on 400 acres.

4

This morning, CN stated that the

5

working area they propose in the 400 acres is 150

6

acres.

7

clear this morning, that the Vickerman and Associates

8

capacity report does not use 400 acres as a model

9

input and, in fact, used CN’s design parameters as CN

10

We want to clarify, as I’m not sure it was

proposed.

11

So the capacity values in the V&A

12

capacity report is not affected by CN’s statement that

13

the working terminal area is 150 acres.

14

But with that, it would be helpful to

15

understand from CN how they calculated the 150 acres

16

with a visual map, if possible, so we can understand

17

where the 150 acres come from.

18

question on that.

19

So that’s my first

And then I’ll just follow up.

20

Secondly, in order to compare apples to apples with

21

the Brampton intermodal terminal, we want the same

22

scaled operating map for BIT that includes the

23

operating area of BIT and includes such information as

24

the number of pad tracks, the number of service tracks

25

and the length of those, the number of reach stackers,
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1

area for the storage yard, how many entrance-exit

2

lines there are and the number of inbound and outbound

3

gates.

4

between Milton and Brampton.

And that will help to us to do the comparison

5
6

And those are my two questions on the
new information we received this morning from CN.

7
8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Mr. Lerner, Mr.

Reynolds?

9

MR. REYNOLDS:

I'll have to look back,

10

but I believe that comparative analysis was provided

11

to the Panel prior to your tour, when you toured the

12

different facilities.

13
14

I’ll have to look back and see exactly
what information is in that letter.

15

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Are there some

16

aspects of the question that you know can be found

17

somewhere?

18

guess that’s Undertaking 11, 12, 13 -- 13.

19

Why don’t you -- you have the question.

And you will be able to give us a

20

reply, if not the full details, by tomorrow.

21

correct?

22

Is that

UNDERTAKING

23
24

I

MR. REYNOLDS:

We’ll provide a reply

with a timeline on that tomorrow, yes.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

you very much.

2

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

4

Are we on to

questions?

5
6

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

We’re on to

questions for the risk --

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

9

Thank you.

Yes.
-- presentation

by CN this morning.

10

So I have -- the EIS Guidelines direct

11

that the proponent identify the probability of

12

potential accidents and malfunctions and potential

13

consequences, including environmental effects.

14

that CN discussed public safety in their submissions

15

on hazardous material spills, but effects to human

16

safety –- and when I mean human safety, I mean

17

injuries and fatalities to people both inside the

18

terminal and outside of the project.

19

be –- does not appear to be in the materials.

20

We see

That does not to

Effects from accidents and

21

malfunctions were focused on interaction with fish and

22

fish habitat, species at risk, human health and

23

socio-economic conditions.

24
25

So I have a general question related
to the scope of CN’s assessment of what they call
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1

accidents and malfunctions that were identified today.

2

And I would like to confirm with CN

3

whether or not they did an assessment of the effects

4

to human safety for each of the events that they

5

identified.

6

MR. LERNER:

7

have a moment, please.

8

--- Pause

9
10

MR. REYNOLDS:

Madam Chair, if we just

Thank you, Madam Chair,

for the time.

11

So the potential change in CN workers

12

is protected through the various health and safety

13

codes and regulations.

14

considered in the assessment, but through those codes

15

and regulations.

16
17

So it wasn’t directly

THE CHAIRPERSON:
answer your question?

Now, does that

You were referring to human --

18

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

19

THE CHAIRPERSON:

20

MS. RIZKALLA-KAME:

21

answer is that they didn’t consider it as part of

22

their assessment for this procedure -– or this

23

process.

24
25

MR. REYNOLDS:

Human safety.

-- safety beyond -I guess their

Well, it is considered,

just through other regulations and codes.
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1

THE CHAIRPERSON:

2

included as part of the environmental assessment

3

analysis.

Is that what you’re asking?

4
5

Considered but not

MR. REYNOLDS:

Specifically for worker

safety is what we’re talking about, yes.

6

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

It’s not only

7

worker safety.

So I’m talking about worker safety

8

inside the terminal and human safety effects outside

9

the terminal.

10

MR. REYNOLDS:

11

I thought you meant just inside the terminal.

12

So if we could have a moment.

13

Okay, I misunderstood.

--- Pause

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

Thank you.

15

Yes, we did look at the effects of

16

human safety at the intersection specifically where we

17

are proposing the gate entrance to be, as well as we

18

did a safety impact assessment over the broader

19

network of Halton Region roads, as I had referenced

20

earlier.

21

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

22

considered it for the -- one of the four –- so you

23

considered it for hazardous material spills, and that

24

was public safety.

25

So you’ve

So that was outside the terminal.

And now you've identified that you've
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1

considered it for the traffic outside the terminal.

2

Have you considered it for the other

3

effects that were part of your presentation today,

4

which were --

5

MR. REYNOLDS:

If you could specify

6

what effects you're -- like I'm -- it’s unclear what

7

your question is.

8
9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

So when you did

your assessment –- or when CN did their assessment of

10

accidents and malfunctions and the potential

11

consequences, you looked at interactions with species

12

including fish and fish habitat, human health and

13

socio-economic.

14

interactions with human safety.

15

safety I mean injuries, fatalities because we don’t

16

see that as part of the assessment that was

17

provided -- as part of the environmental impact

18

statement or any of the documents that CN provided.

19

I want to know whether you looked at
And when I say human

So I just want clarification, is that

20

something you looked at with respect to the various

21

sources that were identified for risk this morning?

22

MR. REYNOLDS:

23

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

24

For the general public.
For the public

both inside and outside the terminal, yes.

25

MR. REYNOLDS:
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1

won’t have access inside the facility.

2

talking outside of the facility, as I mentioned, we

3

did a road safety assessment.

4

there would likely be an interaction between the

5

trucks and the general public.

6
7

So when we’re

That would be where

We did do a safety assessment of that,
and that will be presented tomorrow.

8

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

9

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

For my

10

clarification, could you tell me what other category

11

of interaction causing risk to human safety you're

12

referring to besides the interaction with trucks?

13

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Yeah.

So we

14

heard from Dr. Bercha on this this morning, and I

15

think I’m mainly speaking to dangerous goods and the

16

effects that it could have outside the terminal

17

footprint.

18

And so it may be that because CN

19

didn’t find any effects, they didn’t look at human

20

safety, and so I just wanted clarification on if

21

it’s -- if – well, I mean, that may be my question.

22

Because you found no effects, is it something that you

23

didn’t consider with respect to hazardous material,

24

spills, derailments containing dangerous goods, all

25

the issues that Dr. Bercha spoke about previous to
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1

this session now?

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

4

Well, I think -I think I have

their answer.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

I think maybe that

6

question -- that answer is probably as far as we'll go

7

this evening, yes.

8
9

Your next question.

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Yes.

So this

relates to dangerous goods.

10

On slide 9 and slide 15 of CN’s

11

presentation and in CN's submitted information, they

12

state that 2.7 percent of dangerous goods are expected

13

to move through the project.

14

CN provided an attachment, IR-2.372,

15

dangerous goods moved through BIT, a list of all

16

dangerous goods moved through BIT in 2016.

17

This list contained dangerous goods

18

including gasoline, ethanol, pentanes, phosphorous,

19

hydrofluoric acid, sulphuric acid, hydrochloric acid

20

and nitric acid.

21

I would like CN to confirm whether

22

they agree that the dangerous goods that would be

23

moved through the Milton Logistics Hub would be

24

similar to those that would go through the Brampton -–

25

the Brampton intermodal terminal and, if not, to
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explain why the types of dangerous goods at the

2

proposed Milton Logistics Hub would differ from those

3

at the Brampton intermodal terminal.

4

MR. LERNER:

5

need a moment, please.

6

--- Pause

7
8

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, we’ll just

Madam Chair, it should be

roughly the same.

9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

10

Thank you.

So I would like to ask through the

11

Panel by way of an undertaking for CN to produce the

12

quantities for the types of GGs that are -- that were

13

shipped in the last year through the Brampton

14

intermodal terminal.

15

expert, Dr. Bercha, that this information is

16

maintained by CN through protective direction 36.

17
18

We understand through our own

THE CHAIRPERSON:
the last bit?

19

I’m sorry.

What was

I didn’t hear it clearly.
MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

So we understand

20

that CN does have this type of information in terms of

21

the quantities for the types of DGs that were shipped

22

through the Brampton intermodal terminal in the last

23

year.

24
25

MR. LERNER:

Sorry.

Just one moment.

--- Pause
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MR. REYNOLDS:

So Madam Chair, the

2

list -- I believe there's seven pages of different

3

products that move through there.

4

There is the -– is the question do you

5

want us to confirm the ones that you were talking

6

about?

7

specifically –- I just want to make sure I understand

8

what --

Are you asking for a percentage of each?

9

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

What

Are you able to

10

produce or do you have in your records the quantities

11

that move through on an annual basis through Brampton

12

intermodal terminal for each of the entries in the

13

list?

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

We can endeavour to get

15

that.

That would be quite the undertaking just to go

16

through all seven pages and work that out, but it

17

could be done.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

Can I

19

just ask if you need that level of detail for every

20

item on that list?

21

quantity that went through BIT?

Do you want to know the exact

22

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

23

helpful to know that in terms of understanding risk

24

with respect to the types of dangerous goods that are

25

going through the project.
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1

Our expert, Dr. Bercha, with that

2

information will be able to do a risk analysis.

3

now know –- I mean, this morning or maybe this

4

afternoon -- I’ve lost track of time.

5

We

We heard from CN that ethanol is a

6

very small amount, but I mean, it was part of their

7

list so we have to be ready to know what’s going to go

8

through the Brampton intermodal terminal.

9

So I mean, if –- they can provide us

10

with what’s practical and maybe they can give us the

11

top –- I don't know how many I can give.

12

MR. REYNOLDS:

13

get that.

14

like --

15

Yes, we’ll endeavour to

I’m not sure how many there are.

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

It's

That’s -- can I

16

confer with my expert on what would be helpful for us

17

to do that?

If you can give me a moment.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

19

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Okay.

We’ll have

20

to come back to this one.

21

Dr. Bercha what would be helpful for him in terms of

22

if it’s a top 50, top 20.

23

number is.

24
25

I'd like to understand from

I don’t know what that

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

And I’m going

to let you be responsible for reminding us that you
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want to bring that back --

2

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

4

Sure.

-- so I’m not

relying on my memory.

5

Actually, one thing –- I don't mean to

6

add the load, but while you were doing that, I

7

would -- and I only want this information for some

8

things for illustrative purposes.

9

interested to know whether these dangerous goods, if

But I would be

10

you could tell me what form they are, if they're in

11

the form of a consumer item.

12
13

If you could tell me a bit more.

I

don’t want –- do you know what I mean?

14

So you see the list of dangerous goods

15

which looks like -- it could look like a list of

16

chemicals, you know.

17

those must be in the form of some kind of consumer

18

good container.

19
20

But I understand that some of

That would be helpful.
MR. REYNOLDS:

I think I understand

the question.

21

How about, if this helps everyone,

22

that we take an undertaking to get back to you

23

tomorrow morning to give you a better sense of

24

everything that we can provide based on these

25

questions?
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THE CHAIRPERSON:

Well, we’re also

2

going to hear back from what Halton would like to

3

have.

4
5

So you know, let’s be daring.

Let’s

not have an undertaking.

6

Tomorrow, let’s come back and have a

7

brief discussion between the three, the Panel and the

8

two of you, and let's see if we can sort something

9

reasonable out so we don’t end up with a vast amount

10

of data that isn’t going to help the Panel

11

particularly, if that’s all right.

12

It’s not an undertaking, but it’s an

13

invitation to a short discussion tomorrow to deal with

14

this.

Is that okay?

15
16

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

That’s okay.

Thank you.

17

All right.

With respect to slide 18

18

of CN’s presentation, CN characterizes a release of

19

goods from a container as highly unlikely.

20

With respect to slide 20, CN

21

characterizes train accidents within the terminal as

22

highly unlikely.

23

I would like CN to clarify those

24

statements, specifically, what data does CN rely on to

25

support those statements and, also, what range of
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qualitative annual frequencies is meant by the

2

characterization of ”highly unlikely”?

3
4

Does CN mean one per year, one in 10
years, one in 100 years or some other frequency?

5

MR. BEEKMAN:

6

I’ll take a shot at answering the question.

7

Madam Chair, I think

When we say highly unlikely, we look

8

at our performance history.

And as I mentioned during

9

my comments, we have never had an accident, a train

10

accident, a collision or a derailment, within an

11

intermodal facility that resulted in a dangerous goods

12

release.

13

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

So does that

14

answer pertain to all your statements of highly

15

unlikely within the presentation?

16
17

MR. REYNOLDS:
with it one at a time?

18
19

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:
was slide –- so this is slide 18.

20
21

I think it

It applies to that.

intermodal container spill?
MR. BEEKMAN:

That was the intent of

my answer, yes.

24
25

Sure.

Does your answer apply to slide 18,

22
23

Maybe we could deal

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

And then slide

20?
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MS. PATTERSON:

In my speaking notes

2

earlier this afternoon, I clarified that CN has had no

3

derailments involving the rupture of a fuel tank

4

within an intermodal terminal.

5

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Okay.

Thank you.

6

I actually have one last question.

So

7

this is just a clarification of a discussion, Madam

8

Chair, that you had asked –- or question that you had

9

asked about earlier, where you said you observed ISO

10

containers at the terminals that you visited.

11
12

I just want a clarification on what CN
said about that.

13

So we heard that there is a certain

14

percentage that contain dangerous goods in those ISO

15

containers.

16

ISO containers carry bulk goods or large containment

17

goods?

18

So am I right in understanding that these

Because I do remember somewhere in

19

CN’s statements that they say they don’t transfer

20

bulk.

I just need clarification on that.

21

MR. LERNER:

Madam Chair, we have an

22

undertaking to provide that information in terms of, I

23

believe, what dangerous goods or what percent move in

24

isotainers, which would be a bulk shipment.

25

Does that answer the question?
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

1012

1

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

Thank you.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

That concludes your questions?

4

MS. RIZKALLA-KAMEL:

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Is that sufficient?

Yes.

Thank you very much.

6

Thank you for putting up with being put off.

7

you had the opportunity.

8
9
10

I’m glad

That now concludes the session on
accidents and malfunctions, so all those folks can
leave again.

11

And we are now going to open a new

12

topic specific -– well, no, I guess we opened it

13

earlier, didn’t we because we had Mr. Turvey inserted

14

So in a couple of minutes we’ll let CN

15

have a chance to resort themselves because the evening

16

is beginning with their presentation.

17

I don’t want to cramp people’s style,

18

but I will just say it’s a long evening ahead of us,

19

folks.

20

making the evening a little less long, it’s much

21

appreciated.

22

respect that.

If you're able to help out in any way in

But I know you have your time and I will

23

MR. LERNER:

24

We understand and we'll endeavour to

25

Thank you, Madam Chair.

be as concise as possible.
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So what we’ll -- let’s -- we’re going

2

to get going here.

3

sit down.

4

I'm not going to wait until they

And we will start the presentation on

5

general socio-economic session, and Mr. Darren

6

Reynolds will give the presentation.

7

If you could pull up the presentation,

8

please.

9

PRESENTATION

10
11

MR. REYNOLDS:

Thank you, Madam Chair

and members of the Panel and the public with us today.

12

I am the project director for the CN

13

Milton Logistics Hub, and my name is Darren Reynolds,

14

for the record.

15
16

For this initial technical session –yes, clicker.

17

Good point.
For this initial technical session on

18

the general socio-economic conditions, the Review

19

Panel requested through the secretariat to provide a

20

presentation regarding those potential effects of the

21

project on socio-economic conditions that would not be

22

addressed in the other socio-economic technical

23

sessions that we'll see in the coming days.

24
25

I will provide an overview of the
existing and planned socio-economic conditions in the
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

1014

1

project area, describe our assessment –- the

2

assessment our technical experts carried out regarding

3

the potential effects of the Milton Logistics Hub on

4

recreation, agriculture and municipal infrastructure

5

and services, and outline the benefits of the project

6

and that it will deliver both locally and nationally.

7

I will also describe the community

8

engagement CN has carried out throughout the

9

environmental assessment process to identify,

10

understand and address community concerns.

11

I will note that while I’m presenting

12

the initial presentation, I also have here with me

13

today some of the municipal planning experts that were

14

retained by CN should there be any questions requiring

15

their input following my presentation, so they're here

16

behind me.

17

They will be providing a more detailed

18

analysis on some of the points that are covered in

19

this presentation in their respective technical

20

sessions in the days to come.

21

So as you've heard in the previous

22

sessions, the Town of Milton, Region of Halton and the

23

GTHA are rapidly growing communities.

24

of Milton more than doubled in the last 25 years, or

25

in the 25 years between 1991 and 2016, and the
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1

population of Halton is now over half a million

2

people.

3

As we heard from Mayor Krantz during

4

the general sessions last Thursday, Milton has

5

encouraged this trend and has expressed continued

6

growth into the foreseeable future.

7

The economies of the Town of Milton

8

and the Halton Region are characterized by a mix of

9

businesses and goods-producing and service sectors,

10

including transportation, warehousing and logistics.

11

In the broader region, jobs related to transportation

12

and warehousing and goods distribution more generally

13

tend to be located in suburban areas, including Halton

14

Region.

15

businesses in the community.

16

In fact, CN currently serves several

A couple relevant examples would be

17

the 545,000 square foot Versa cold distribution centre

18

neighbouring this hotel and the 750,000 square foot

19

Whirlpool east of it, which both are direct rail

20

served and served through intermodal.

21

Within Halton Region, growth of goods

22

distribution sectors have tended to concentrate in the

23

Town of Milton and the Town of Halton Hills, likely

24

due to the better transportation access.

25

resulted in an increase in goods distribution jobs, as
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1

well as a greater inventory of industrial space, with

2

the Town of Milton leading in the GTHA in new

3

industrial space such as warehousing and distribution

4

centres.

5

This momentum and goods movement along

6

the rail corridor or along this corridor was

7

reinforced in the Toronto Region Board of Trade goods

8

movement report referenced on the slide up here as

9

well as the Town of Milton’s Phase 2 employment land

10

needs assessment study from 2016, which noted that

11

Milton has a strong and growing presence in the goods

12

movement sector.

13

Land use in the area is a mix of urban

14

development -- of urban development and rural

15

agricultural and natural spaces, with the urban areas

16

expanding rapidly.

17

Residential areas continue to expand

18

and there is a well-developed network of local and

19

regional arterial roads connecting these

20

neighbourhoods to the provincial transportation

21

systems.

22

There are facilities for active

23

transportation, there is public transit and there is

24

passenger and freight rail services.

25

The community is served by an
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emergency response and medical facilities and typical

2

municipal infrastructure.

3

When we focus on the project area

4

itself, we can see that the PDA is located south of

5

the developed area of Milton, so that’s what we have

6

on the screen here.

7

So on the slide, the bulk of the Town

8

of Milton would be to the left, so north on this

9

figure is left.

10

The Town of Milton is on the left.
Right where you see the bulk of the

11

PDA begin, so the major square there on the left,

12

that’s where Britannia Road is.

13

see the start of some of the development of the

14

residential north of Britannia Road.

15

And we see -– we can

Highway 407 runs to the south and the

16

east of the project site, and this area is in

17

transition from a rural agricultural use to urban

18

uses, including both residential and employment uses.

19

There are a number of industrial,

20

commercial and transportation-related uses in the

21

surrounding area, including the Regional Waste

22

Management Facility, the civic operations centre just

23

beside it, so that’s where municipal vehicles are

24

stored in their compound.

25

Airpark Airport and then the Biosolids Management
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Centre as well.

2

Most of CN’s property is currently

3

leased to tenants for agricultural purposes, as shown

4

here on this slide.

5

The lands that are highlighted in the

6

green colour are currently used to grow corn.

7

orange represents soybean and the purple represents

8

hay.

9

The

The brown colour shown in the

10

personal -- are shown as personal farms with

11

agricultural activities on those sites.

12

bounded areas are areas that aer outside of CN’s

13

property.

14

The yellow

What this slide shows is the

15

agricultural activity within the PDA is currently used

16

for growing corn or row crops or soybean, but in some

17

years, it is -- it’s planted as hay.

18

In communications with the land

19

tenant, it is anticipated that these same crops will

20

be planted in 2020.

21

As discussed in many of the –- as

22

discussed in many of the earlier presentations, this

23

area is changing rapidly.

24

projected to more than double again by 2031, and

25

Halton Region is projected to reach more than 750,000
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people.

2

As you will hear more about in the

3

land use session tomorrow, the project lands are all

4

planned by the municipalities for employment uses in

5

the coming years and are designated as either

6

employment lands within the current urban boundary or

7

future strategic lands in the regional official plan.

8
9
10

In addition, the entire PDA is
identified as a provincially significant employment
zone under the 2019 provincial growth plan.

11

The regional road network is also

12

planned to be substantially upgraded relative to its

13

current state to accommodate these changes in the

14

residential and the employment uses.

15

We will review these changes in more

16

detail in the traffic technical session scheduled for

17

Wednesday afternoon.

18
19

It is in this context of rapid planned
growth and change that the project will occur.

20

Our assessment included considerations

21

of the potential effects on the project on recreation.

22

Within the PDA, there is limited recreational activity

23

occurring.

24

and only limited navigation such as for canoeing or

25

kayaking in Indian Creek.
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The current road network around the

2

PDA is not equipped with bike lanes or any bike

3

facilities.

4

area, they would be required to use the shoulder of

5

the road.

6

If the biking community were to use this

In the 2015 traffic surveys completed

7

by our independent consultants, BA Group, along

8

Britannia Road a very small number of cyclists were

9

recorded during these counts.

10

I think it was in the

order of two.

11

To better understand the current state

12

of cycling facilities within the area and to review a

13

bike path alternative that was proposed to the Halton

14

Region, CN met with Share the Road Cycling Coalition.

15

Feedback from this organization indicated that the

16

cycling facilities were rated bronze for Milton as

17

defined in their annual yearbook.

18

Communities at this level are defined

19

by that organization as communities in the early

20

stages of becoming more bike friendly.

21

In this regard, the expanded Britannia

22

Road is anticipated to have multi-use paths on both

23

sides of the road once the expansion is complete.

24

mitigate the potential effects –- to mitigate the

25

potential effects on potential cyclists from the
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1

project, the proposed truck entrance intersection on

2

Britannia Road includes design features to safely

3

accommodate pedestrians and cyclists that are moving

4

along Britannia Road and to and from the residential

5

communities to the north.

6

The berms and barriers proposed around

7

the site would not only serve to mitigate noise, but

8

will be topped off with local vegetation to provide a

9

visual screen to recreational users moving past the

10

project area on neighbouring roads and paths, similar

11

to what can be seen around the Halton Waste Management

12

Facility today.

13

Existing fencing along Indian Creek

14

will be removed which will improve the navigability of

15

this watercourse and the habitat enhancements are

16

expected to improve habitat quality and diversity as

17

well as abundance of wildlife, including birds using

18

this area.

19

benefit to some of the recreational users such as the

20

bird and wildlife watchers.

21

This will benefit -– this will be a

The community working group proposed

22

by CN will provide a forum for continued engagement

23

between CN and the community to address issues

24

pertaining to the recreation during construction and

25

operation of the project, and CN remains open to these
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

1022

1

discussions with the region about opportunities to

2

provide additional benefits.

3

We also assessed the potential effects

4

of the project on agricultural lands.

5

earlier, and that we will hear more about in the land

6

use session later, the project area's planned in the

7

coming years for employment use.

8
9

As I noted

Most of the lands within the PDA are
within the urban boundary and designated for

10

employment use between 2021 and 2031.

11

lands within the PDA outside the urban boundary have

12

already been identified by the municipalities as

13

future strategic employment lands.

14

The remaining

The province has also designated this

15

area as a provincially significant employment zone.

16

That is, whether the project proceeds or not these

17

lands are expected to be –- are expected by the

18

municipality to be redesignated from agricultural use

19

to other urban employment land uses.

20

The footprint of the project will

21

remove a very small area of land of agricultural land,

22

about a tenth of a percent of the available

23

agricultural lands in Halton, from the current

24

agricultural production.

25

Agricultural activity on surrounding
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CN lands is expected to continue, and the project is

2

not expected to disturb or have any other effect on

3

those neighbouring agricultural uses.

4

The effects of the project-associated

5

traffic and changes in air quality and noise due to

6

traffic have also been thoroughly assessed, and as

7

will be discussed in more detail later in the

8

technical sessions on these topics.

9

also support the economic success of the agri-food

The project would

10

sector by providing critical transportation

11

infrastructure which is consistent with the

12

agricultural systems policies in the recent amended

13

growth plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe from –-

14

as highlighted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture

15

in their May 29 th submission.

16

The traffic assessments carried out in

17

relation to the project, which will be discussed in

18

greater detail in the traffic session tomorrow,

19

determined that no upgrades or changes to municipal

20

roads are required to accommodate the project except

21

for the gate entrance intersection.

22

CN has proposed -– CN has proposed

23

access road intersection designs that reflect the

24

provincial and municipal guidelines and would

25

accommodate safe and efficient vehicle movement to and
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from the facility and on the adjacent arterial roads.

2

CN has committed to pay for the

3

incremental costs of construction of these

4

intersection improvements.

5

The proposed intersection design would

6

be directly opposed –- or opposite the currently

7

planned entrance to the Boyne survey to the north, so

8

in effect it would require a currently planned

9

three-leg intersection to be converted to a four-leg

10

intersection.

11

The design proposed includes

12

sufficient queuing for eastbound and westbound trucks

13

that would be entering the facility.

14

mentioned earlier in the presentation, the

15

intersection will feature facilities to accommodate

16

both pedestrians and bicycle traffic.

17

Additionally, as

CN has also proposed, at its own cost,

18

a new grade separation between the existing main line

19

and Lower Base Line, which would improve east-west

20

traffic flow through this area and improve safety, a

21

key concern raised by the municipalities in our early

22

consultation.

23

Several alternatives were explored and

24

it was determined that an underpass at this location

25

would be the most effective solution to preserve that
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east-west flow while avoiding disturbance of the

2

woodlot habitat to the south.

3

and the rail, it would create a more fluid corridor

4

and a safer corridor.

5

By separating the road

As with any infrastructure project,

6

there will be traffic disruptions during construction.

7

However, these will be temporary and they will be

8

managed through standard best practices.

9

CN has met with the Town of Milton on

10

several occasions to advance this component and is

11

committed to continuing to engage with the Town of

12

Milton regarding the necessary road works.

13

No other use of municipal

14

infrastructure or services are expected.

15

will not require municipal water or wastewater utility

16

services, waste management services or stormwater

17

infrastructure.

18

The project

The CN police service will provide

19

policing and support response on site.

20

and the role of the CN police was outlined during our

21

orientation sessions in 2017 and will be part of our

22

undertaking, Undertaking Number 6, which will be

23

available on the registry shortly.

24

that to you shortly.

25

The mandate

Should be getting

First response in the event of an
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1

emergency will also be provided on site by CN

2

employees and contractors as we'd covered in our

3

earlier presentation, and in the event that the

4

municipal emergency responders are required on site,

5

it has been CN’s practice at other facilities to -– or

6

to reimburse the actual costs to those municipalities

7

for that emergency response.

8

As much of the community engagement

9

was covered in the overview presentation, I’ll only

10

touch on it briefly here.

11

number of new faces in the crowd, I do think it is

12

relevant to run through it briefly.

13

However, given there are a

The community engagement can basically

14

be divided into three distinct phases.

15

phase was really the engagement with the local

16

officials prior to the submission of the EIS and then

17

the consultation that came shortly after our public

18

announcement.

19

The first

The second phase was the project

20

refinements phase and was conducted after the EIS was

21

submitted to the Canadian Environmental Assessment

22

Agency.

23

The third phase was to review

24

potential project benefits, and these would be

25

potential benefits above and beyond the mitigation
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1

measures as we had clarified earlier.

2

During Phase 1, the main purpose was

3

to present the project to the local officials and

4

receive feedback from them.

5

CN was able to gain a tremendous amount of insight

6

into what the key concerns were, which helped to shape

7

EIS submitted to CEAA and, for example, the

8

preservation of that east-west corridor as I had

9

discussed earlier in my presentation.

Through this engagement,

10

Additionally, during this phase, CN

11

opened our information centre in Milton, launched a

12

web site, assigned a 1-800 number and held public open

13

houses to obtain feedback from the community in

14

addition to our information centre which is open -- at

15

the time was open every day.

16

In the second phase of engagement, CN

17

met with various levels of government to review the

18

proposed project and key components and solicit any

19

feedback.

20

two in Milton, one in Oakville, one in Halton Hills

21

and one in Burlington, to solicit feedback from the

22

community.

23

CN also conducted a series of open houses,

While attendance at these sessions was

24

relatively low, CN did receive valuable feedback from

25

those who did attend.
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1

Additionally, two community round

2

tables were held with approximately 20 local residents

3

to provide a forum to learn about the project and

4

voice any concerns directly with CN.

5

The information from these activities

6

was summarized in the updated consultation record

7

attached to our submission on May 29 th to CEAA,

8

Registry number 799, for consideration by the Review

9

Panel.

10

That report outlined the feedback from

11

these outreach efforts and how it has been addressed

12

in the project design or through the proposed

13

mitigation measures.

14

Phase 3 of the community consultation

15

consisted of a community benefits discussion.

16

Initially community round tables were held to identify

17

where participants felt benefits may be realized

18

within the community.

19

held with the same group, and they were held

20

sequentially.

21

The community round tables were

The initial meetings comprised of a

22

brainstorming exercise to establish a list of

23

potential benefits.

24

were intended to refine and prioritize this list that

25

was developed through the brainstorming sessions
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1

earlier on.

2

CN used the results of the round

3

tables to develop a survey, which was used to poll the

4

broader community.

5

several days at the Milton GO station to meet with our

6

neighbours and discuss the results of those round

7

tables and solicit their feedback.

8
9
10

As an example, CN staff spent

These results were tabulated and again
presented to the Review Panel in our May 29 th
submission.

11

CN has reached out to the Halton

12

Region to continue this discussion and looks forward

13

to advancing that discussion on community benefits.

14

The project itself will generate

15

significant benefits that will be felt both locally

16

and nationally.

17

jobs, including the 130 jobs on site, and other jobs

18

in the industries and business attracted to the area.

19

This does not include the indirect jobs that will be

20

created –- or does include indirect jobs that will be

21

created by the businesses that supply goods and

22

services to the project.

23

Locally, the project will create

By enabling more goods to move into

24

and through the region by rail instead of truck, the

25

project will contribute to alleviating congestion on
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1

the 400 series highways.

2

The project will help local businesses

3

get their goods to and from markets locally and

4

abroad, including local agricultural producers, food

5

and auto manufacturers.

6

The project will generate direct

7

revenues for the local government through increased

8

property taxes in addition to revenues from other

9

intermodal oriented development that would be

10

attracted to the area.

11

With respect to the environment, the

12

proposed habitat enhancements both on and off site

13

will provide improved water quality and fish and

14

wildlife habitat on site compared to the existing

15

degraded condition in the watershed, which is expected

16

to result in enhanced biodiversity and an abundance –-

17

and abundance in the Indian Creek watershed and the

18

broader region.

19

Last week you heard some of the ports,

20

shippers and other business stakeholders speak to the

21

national importance of the project and the benefits it

22

will provide in terms of providing efficiency and

23

fluidity of supply chains across Canada, so I won’t

24

spend too much time reiterating these points.

25

The project does support Canada and
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1

Ontario in reaching their climate and air quality

2

improvement goals by facilitating a vital modal shift

3

of goods movement from road to rail and reducing

4

greenhouse gases and other emissions associated with

5

the growth of goods movement while still supporting

6

Canadian trade corridors and maximizing Canadian

7

investments at coastal ports.

8
9

In summary, the project will result in
a significant local and national economic and

10

environmental benefit, whether that be through the

11

creation of new local jobs, the reduction of

12

greenhouse gases and other emissions across Canada or

13

the support of local businesses to get their products

14

to market.

15

The project is consistent with the

16

published planning documents and supported by policy

17

at all levels.

18

sessions in the coming days, given the anticipated

19

changes for this area with respect to the

20

infrastructure and with the mitigation measures

21

proposed, there is not anticipated to be any impact to

22

the current recreational activities.

23

As we will describe in the technical

Through ongoing consultation with the

24

community and this rigorous process of review that

25

we're going through, CN has identified and assessed
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1

the potential socio-economic effects of the project

2

and is confident that these effects can be effectively

3

mitigated.

4

through the establishment of the working –- or the

5

community advisory committee, we are confident

6

concerns can be addressed.

7

CN is committed to ongoing engagement and

So I’ll thank you, Madam Chair, and I

8

will now turn it over to you for any questions that

9

you might have on the presentation.

10
11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you, Mr.

Reynolds.

12

So we will do what we've been doing

13

all day in terms of the order of questions.

14

order of questions goes as per the order of presenter.

15

So the

So this means that I'm asking for

16

questions from Milton Says No, followed by Halton,

17

followed by any other people who wish to ask a

18

question, and then finally, it will be the Panel.

19
20

So again, do ask questions.

Do ask

questions concisely, please.

21

So questions from Milton Says No?

You

22

can speak from the table or from the podium, whichever

23

you like.

24
25

MS. MEYER:

My name is Jenn Myer, so

it's J-e-n-n, M-e-y-e-r.
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1

I just have two questions, really.

2

So you talk about this project and how

3

it will have little impact on recreation such as

4

cycling, and yet you've yet to discuss the impacts of

5

the huge amount of truck traffic.

6

So for example, while the facility

7

itself may not impact, you're going to have so many

8

trucks coming in and out that in itself is going to

9

have an impact on cycling, pedestrians.

10
11

So I’m just wondering if that’s
something that you have considered?

12

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah, for sure.

And so

13

I think as I was describing those community

14

consultations, certainly this was an area that we

15

understood was of concern and we did engage with, you

16

know, some independent consultants both on the traffic

17

impact side and the safety side, so understanding what

18

the risk was going to be to safety and understanding

19

what the traffic impacts were going to be.

20

And they also prepared the gate

21

entrance design, so the large impact we saw was at the

22

gate entrance, and so that design is consistent and

23

incorporates the bike facilities that are envisioned

24

along the Britannia Road as described in their EA.

25

So that will provide for the safe
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1

movement and passage of bicycles along Britannia and

2

those offsite or those bike trails along -- or

3

multi-use paths and bike paths along Britannia will

4

serve to provide for the safe movement as it does

5

throughout all of the region.

6

And as far as the independent safety

7

assessment goes, they had performed a detailed

8

analysis on the potential dispersion routes, so the

9

routes that the trucks were anticipated to take, and

10

they looked specifically at several elements, I guess,

11

if you will, that would be along those particular

12

routes to understand if there was any significant

13

concerns.

14

And the result was that they didn’t --

15

they didn’t see or identify any increased risk as a

16

result of the truck traffic.

17

this further tomorrow as well.

18

MS. MEYER:

And they'll describe

Okay.

I guess –- and then

19

secondly, I know that you've been talking a lot

20

about -- and I do apologize.

21

getting discussed tomorrow, but I don’t know if I'll

22

be able to make it.

23

this discussion as well.

24
25

Some of this may end up

So I know it got brought up in

So you do talk about the impact of
Britannia being your main entrance and you talk about
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1

the fact that you're going to have this long driveway

2

that’s going to accommodate for a lot of trucks coming

3

in and out of your facility.

4
5

In the industry that I’ve worked in, I
know that that is great most of the time.

6

Unfortunately, we all know that delays

7

happen, whether it be on your own facility, it could

8

be even things like the 401 gets backed up and now you

9

have your trucks that had a scheduled delivery time

10

are now arriving on your facility late.

11

of a sudden, you have an influx of trucks that are

12

arriving to your facility all at the same time, or

13

maybe there is a breakdown at your facility that’s

14

causing a delay in getting these trucks loaded.

15

all of a sudden, you have all these trucks in your

16

driveway and are now encroaching on to Britannia going

17

down the road.

18

And now all

Now

Being from a facility that I’ve worked

19

at, I know this becomes a huge safety concern because

20

now you have cars, you have bikes, you have

21

pedestrians, that are now trying to move around trucks

22

that are potentially lined up down a residential –-

23

like an actual arterial road or residential roads.

24

How is that something you plant plan to deal with from

25

a safety standpoint, but again, now we’re talking
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1

about the impact on recreation, because you have all

2

these bikes, other people coming down the road dealing

3

with that extra as well?

4

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah, for sure.

And

5

I’ll endeavour to answer that question as best I can

6

for you.

7

So certainly, you are right, you know,

8

trucks don’t necessarily show up when we want them to

9

and there are variations and peaks.

So, what we had

10

asked our consultant to do, was to take a look at -–

11

well first the case that we would expect to happen at

12

the facility, and then take a look at sort of, an

13

hourly sensitivity.

14

bunching of trucks that for whatever reason, show up

15

at one time, how the intersection design would react,

16

as well as the access road and the gate access.

17

So if, as you say, there say

So the 1.7 kilometre gate access is

18

really intended to make sure that there is no backup

19

on those public roads.

20

scenario where trucks would have to -- to wait for any

21

given reason, they could do it on CN property.

22

is to avoid that specific impact.

23

So that if there were to be a

So it

And then with respect to the actual

24

intersection to get in and out of the facility, that

25

sensitivity analysis on an hourly basis was looked at,
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1

and the facilities were designed to handle a

2

reasonable peak or bunching of trucks that might come

3

to the facility.

4
5

So I mean, we did look at it and
consider that in the design, I guess is my point.

6

MS. MEYER:

So I guess just a question

7

like, I don’t know if you know off the top of your

8

head, but how many trucks do you anticipate would be

9

able to wait on your facility at any particular given

10

time?

11
12

MR. REYNOLDS:

How many could wait --

sorry, in our cueing area?

13

MS. MEYER: Mm-hmm.

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

I think it would be in

15

the range of -- I believe it was 140, but I can

16

endeavour to get you that number.

17

MS. MEYER:

Okay.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.
Thank you, Ms.

19

Meyer.

Can I just ask Mr. Reynolds if that number,

20

did you assess that number in the light of something

21

really unusual happening or, I don't know maybe it’s

22

not unusual, with the 401 backing up.

23

this on a couple of occasions about how the lineup of

24

trucks extends down local roads or regional roads.

25

So, did you take that into account as a worst-case
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1

scenario?

2

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah.

Exactly.

But we

3

didn’t -- not for the scenario of the 401.

But it was

4

more a scenario with respect it our gates, so, if

5

there were for some reason, a shut down of one or more

6

of the gate portals that the truck could go through,

7

we looked at what that might do in terms of a backup

8

in our gate area.

9

throughput.

So it would prevent the expected

10

So we looked at it in that sense.

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

If both happened

12

simultaneously, you have –- I don't say that’s the

13

worst-case scenario but you have a --

14
15

MR. REYNOLDS:

Like, if we had an

increased hourly volume plus a --

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

If your gates -- you

17

had trouble at the gate and you had back up on the

18

401.

19

MR. REYNOLDS:

So those scenarios were

20

looked at and I believe they were presented in - yes.

21

So IR 2.331 and 2.335 -- sorry 2.351.

22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

Thank you.

23

And I think we can -- we will be coming back to these

24

things tomorrow.

25

MR. REYNOLDS:
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1

cover that.

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Milton Says No.

4
5

Chair.

Thank you.

6

right.

Let’s do this.

8

So, that was

Questions from Halton for CN?
MR. NORTHEY:

7

Okay.

Just one moment, Madam

The right way to set this up.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All

You don’t want to

come to the table?

9

MR. NORTHEY:

10

good idea but I am now here.

That would have been a

11

THE CHAIRPERSON:

12

MR. NORTHEY: So I just want to turn up

13

then the slides, Mr. Reynolds, from your presentation.

14

And I just want to summarize that there were four

15

effects that you have provided us tonight; recreation,

16

slide 10; agriculture, slide 11; road network, 12; and

17

infrastructure, 13.

18

Stay, don’t move.

Is that the intended scope of VCs that

19

CN considers appropriate for socio-economic?

20

MR. REYNOLDS:

No.

That was the

21

intent of this general overview presentation, so as to

22

provide, sort of a lead in to the technical sessions

23

if you will.

24
25

MR. NORTHEY:

All right.

So where do

we have a summary of what the VCs are that did you
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1

consider or are telling the Panel should be

2

considered?

3

MR. REYNOLDS:

Do you have a specific

4

reference?

If you give me a moment, I’ll get the

5

specific reference from the EIS.

6

MR. NORTHEY:

I think if you look at

7

page 233 that will be a start.

8

--- Pause

9

MR. NORTHEY:

Can I ask the

10

Secretariat possibly to turn up that page, 233.

11

is a table.

12

--- Pause

There

It’s table 6.31, since we’re waiting.

13

MR. REYNOLDS:

So I believe it’s

14

reference 6.31 of the EIS, page 233, and it was demand

15

on community –- demand for community services and

16

infrastructure and demand on land use.

17

the two that were looked at within the socio-economic.

18

MR. NORTHEY:

I believe are

And if we turn this up

19

and you look -- it was showing a little more -- thank

20

you very much.

21

Yes.
So the change for demand for community

22

services, the only thing you end up looking for here

23

are crossings and the crossing at Lower Base Line

24

road.

25

go to my question.

I’m just trying to understand, sir.
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1

point, which is very narrow, that you have a broader

2

array of things to present to the Panel?

3

all the Panel should understood is represented as

4

change in infrastructure?

5

Line?

6

Or is this

What happens at Lower Base

MR. REYNOLDS:

Well, as part of the

7

project we also have the gate intersection that I was

8

discussing.

9

and as I mentioned through the presentation on the

10

So we have this change at Lower Base Line

other municipal services, there is no impact.

11

MR. NORTHEY:

So, okay.

Two different

12

questions, sir.

The first question is what were the

13

VCs you looked at?

14

you looked at, and the VC for infrastructure is

15

focused on Lower Base Line road?

Does this table give you the VCs

16

MR. REYNOLDS:

17

MR. NORTHEY:

18

No.
Okay.

It does not.
So what are the

VCs?

19

MR. REYNOLDS:

20

and collect the answer.

21

--- Pause

22

MR. NORTHEY:

I’ll just take a moment

Madam Chair, I would be

23

pleased to do this in the form of an undertaking.

24

I want is an understanding from this table, what we

25

now have as CN’s position on the VCs on the
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1

socio-economic side.

2

what that is if we can’t get in quickly now.

3

what I’m looking for.

4

I would just like in writing

THE CHAIRPERSON:

That’s

So you don’t have a

5

line of questioning at this point that stems from

6

this.

You just want the answer to this question?

7
8

MR. NORTHEY:

THE CHAIRPERSON:

MR. NORTHEY:

I have a couple more

questions, but that’s the main question.

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

15

You have other

questions, I assume?

11
12

Thank

you.

9
10

Yes, I would.

Right.

We’ll endeavour to do

it as an undertaking, that’s fine.

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

So the

17

undertaking is –- repeat the question and the number

18

is 14?

19

UNDERTAKING

20

MR. NORTHEY:

It is to take table 631,

21

as a starting point for the socio-economic VCs and

22

advise the Panel, what are the extent of the

23

socio-economic VCs CN has considered.

24

that are -- so, what are those VCs?

25

set out in 631.
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1
2

MR. REYNOLDS:

outline the VCs that we considered?

3
4

So you would like us to

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes.

And where that

would show up.

5

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Where that would

6

show up would be, where do you find that information

7

in the EIS?

8
9

MR. NORTHEY:

Yes.

Where do we have

it identified as a VC?

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

MR. NORTHEY:

Okay.

Because what I’m

12

concerned about, Madam Chair, looking at the slides,

13

just to say slide 10, recreation -- is that a VC?

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

15

have the question.

16

tomorrow a possibility?

We’ll get the total answer.

17

MR. REYNOLDS:

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

19

MR. REYNOLDS:

20

Well, I think we
Is

Yes -– well -–
Is that all right?

Yeah, tomorrow should

be fine.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

MR. NORTHEY:

Okay.

Thank you.

My two further

23

questions, Madam Chair, looking at slide 11, back to

24

the presentation, and this is dealing with

25

agriculture.
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1

existing agricultural activity expected to continue.

2

I’m just wondering, sir, what is the basis for that

3

statement?

4

Did that come from somebody else in the CN team?

5

Where did that come from.

6
7

Was that your -– did that come from you?

MR. REYNOLDS:

It came from a

discussion with tenants on the CN line.

8

MR. NORTHEY:

So they -- so the only

9

extent of the agricultural activity you were

10

considering then was the activity on the CN sites, not

11

activities that might be affected by what’s occurring;

12

is that correct?

13

MR. REYNOLDS:

No.

We considered the

14

agricultural activities off site as well, that they

15

would be able to continue as they do today, if they

16

were to continue.

17

our property, in terms of --

18

MR. NORTHEY:

We are aware of what’s happening on

Okay.

19

bullet, sir.

20

That’s not limited to the site.

21

again.

22

off site agriculture will continue?

Existing recreational uses in the area.
So I will ask you

What was the basis for saying then that the

23
24

It’s the final

MR. REYNOLDS:

Well, we’re talking

about recreational uses.

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1
2

MR. NORTHEY:

Oh, this is the wrong

slide.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

4

slide so I’m confused.

5

referenced?

6

We had the wrong

What was the slide you

What number?
MR. NORTHEY:

It is bullet 4 on

7

agriculture, Madam Chair.

I apologize.

It’s the

8

second bullet, adjacent agricultural activities

9

expected to continue.

That would be off site, sir?

10

MR. REYNOLDS:

11

MR. NORTHEY:

Yeah.
So what’s the basis for

12

that?

Is there a report that you could point us to

13

where we note you assess that?

14

MR. REYNOLDS:

We’ll be discussing the

15

agricultural elements in the more technical session.

16

But, there is no -– nothing that was identified

17

through the project that would prevent agricultural

18

activity to continue.

19

MR. NORTHEY:

I’m sorry, Madam Chair,

20

I misunderstood.

21

where CN was dealing with agriculture.

22

something?

23
24

I thought this was the only session

MR. REYNOLDS:

Have I missed

There is the land use

planning session which will touch on.

25

MR. NORTHEY:
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1

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Yes.

It’s a little

2

confusing, but there is a reason why we divided the

3

agricultural this way.

4
5

MR. NORTHEY:

THE CHAIRPERSON:

You’re okay with

that?

8
9

I have the answer, thank

you.

6
7

So --

MR. NORTHEY:

I am.

And just on

infrastructure, slide 13, there is a reference to a

10

septic system and I just want to make sure I

11

understand what is meant there.

12

sir, that you were going to have disposal coming and

13

removing septic regularly.

14

septic will be dealt with on site and will seep into

15

the ground.

16
17

Are you now proposing the

Is that what the septic system means?
MR. REYNOLDS: No.

MR. NORTHEY:

Okay.

So it is off site

removal regularly?

20

MR. REYNOLDS:

21

MR. NORTHEY:

22

Your first

characterization is what we’re planning.

18
19

I had understood,

Yes.
Thank you.

Those are my

questions.

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you, Mr.

24

Northey.

25

you put septic system in brackets, do you mean the
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1

private wastewater treatment system you will be using

2

is a septic system, as opposed to being –- having

3

access to municipal services?

4

MR. REYNOLDS:

Yeah, that’s correct.

5

So it will be in effect holding tanks that can be

6

removed by --

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

8

MR. REYNOLDS:

I understand.

-- a licenced

9

contractor, but it won’t be connected to the --

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

that.

12

at that.

I fully understand

But did you mean that –- okay.

We’ll leave it

I think I’ll muddy the waters.

13

(Laughing)

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:
Okay.

That was Halton.

Not very good at

15

all.

16

who has a quick question for CN?

17

to the Panel to see if they have questions.

18

Yes.

19

MS. PIEGSA:

Is there anybody else
Otherwise we will go

Sorry, I didn’t see you.
Namaste to each one of

20

you in this room.

21

My name is Christina Piagsa, C-H-R-I-S-T-I-N-A,

22

P-I-E-G-S-A.

23

I bow to the light within you all.

I am just an ordinary citizen that

24

lives here in Milton.

25

very intimidating process.
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1

few days.

2

ordinary citizen this feels very intimidating.

3

felt a need to come here to be a representative of the

4

people of Milton who may be too scared, too shy, not

5

knowing what to ask.

6

together and be here for them.

7

I have come a couple of days now and for an
But, I

So I am going to get my courage

With regard to socio-economic

8

consequences, I don’t know if I –- if this is the

9

right venue to ask the question, but, with regard to

10

the value of homes in this area, homes being the

11

largest outlay –- the cost of our home for my husband

12

and I, are the largest financial outlay for us.

13

would like to know if this is the appropriate time to

14

ask the question, whether homes –- if people start

15

feeling like they need to sell their homes, if the CN

16

hub gets built, whether –- whether home prices –- if

17

home prices do drop drastically because of the CN hub

18

project being built, is this something that has been

19

thought about or looked at by CN in their

20

socio-economic endeavours, I guess?

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

MR. LERNER:

And I

Or research?

Mr. Lerner?

Thank you for the

23

question.

I appreciate you taking the time to come

24

here.

25

this is a great process for us to get together and

And it might be an intimidating process, but
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1

have these kind of discussions.

2

You know, your question about real

3

estate prices is a good one.

4

that obviously will impact the value of a home.

5

think there -- and I understand what your concern is.

6

There are benefits as well that it’s going to bring to

7

the region, which could generate more homes.

8

did -- there is an IR, but I don’t want to answer in

9

terms of an IR.

10
11

I

We

The short answer.
MS. PIEGSA:

me.

There are many factors

You can mention the IR to

Can I look that up?

12

MR. LERNER:

For sure, for sure.

14

MS. PIEGSA:

Okay.

15

MR. LERNER:

But I rather just talk

MS. PIEGSA:

Okay.

13

16

IR 4.16.

about it.

17
18

It’s

carry on.

And please you can

I would love to hear what you have to say.

19

MR. LERNER:

Well again, my short

20

answer is there is so many factors that affect the

21

value of the home.

22

thing.

23

see any changes.

24

hard to say.

You can’t just put it on one

There are places in our system where we didn’t

25

Some that go up as well.

So, it’s

I think with –- as Darren mentioned,
613-521-0703

StenoTran

www.stenotran.com

1050

1

the other logistic services coming into Milton, that

2

might give you a sense of how that is affecting home

3

prices as well up in the north or different areas.

4
5

So, there is not a simple answer,
there are just so many items that impact it.

6

MS. PIEGSA:

I know that further

7

questions are going to be discussed and areas are

8

going to be discussed with regard to light pollution,

9

air pollution, noise pollution, vibration at further

10

sessions in July.

11

kilometre of Britannia Road.

12

husband a little over ten years ago.

13

do our due diligence by the town, by our real estate

14

agent, by many other people.

15

diligence.

16

hub going in at that time when we purchased.

17

purchased our home in good faith.

18

encountering as citizens, this CN rail hub.

19

If citizens -– I live within one
I moved here with my
We were told to

We did our due

There was no talk about a 400 acre CN rail
We

And now we are

And so, I am fearful of the value of

20

home prices in this area, since it is the largest

21

financial outlay for my family, and I expect for many

22

other families in Milton.

23

once the CN hub goes in, will that be addressed in

24

another part of your discussions?

25

MR. LERNER:
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1

things.

You mentioned your proximity to Britannia

2

Road and the potential impact of air, noise, light,

3

vibration, these other factors.

4

you are correct, we will be addressing that and you

5

will –- hopefully you can join us and see the impact

6

or the lack of impact.

So, first as –- and

7

MS. PIEGSA:

I will try.

8

MR. LERNER:

Okay.

9

great.

And which is

So, but as I said, I don’t -- we’re not going

10

to be giving a presentation on the impact,

11

specifically to your subject, on property values as to

12

relates to the terminal.

13

MS. PIEGSA:

Okay.

And so

14

socio-economic -- that’s an economic impact.

15

find that interesting.

16

hearing me out.

17

questions as the Panel goes along in their

18

discussions, can I ask another question at a later

19

date?

20

Okay, I

Thank you very much for

I appreciate it.

THE CHAIRPERSON:

If I have any other

Certainly.

And I do

21

realize that it can be a bit of an ordeal for some

22

people to come forward.

23

broken the ice, you feel a little bit more

24

comfortable.

25

say your name?
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1

MS. PIEGSA:

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

MS. PIEGSA:

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

5

Piegsa.
Piegsa.

Correct.
Well, thank you very

much for your questions and namaste.

6

MS. PIEGSA:

Thank you.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Namaste.

I’m going to -- it

8

is now time for the Panel to ask questions.

9

moment please, I would like to consult with my

10

Just a

colleagues.

11

So it’s not that we don’t have

12

questions.

But we think in the interests of time we

13

will hold them and make sure the Secretariat knows

14

that I am saying this, because I have a tendency to

15

say things and forget them, but it’s being notated.

16

So we will hold them and we will find time to ask the

17

questions.

18

So that’s it.

So thank you very much.

19

That’s right you were presenting, weren’t you?

20

losing track.

21

presentation.

22

I’m

Thank you very much, CN, for your

So the next presentation is Milton

23

Says No.

24

PRESENTATION

25

MS. NEWMAN:
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1

Hello again.

2

been a long day for everybody, so we’ll try to be

3

fairly concise.

4

if you need further elaboration.

5

Thank you for your time today.

It’s

And please feel free to ask questions

Regarding today’s technical session

6

regarding socio-economic concerns from Milton Says No,

7

please note that we are relying on our research

8

efforts over the last four years and will provide the

9

Panel with a complete list of documents, reports, and

10

articles we might refer to in our presentation.

11

We are not technical experts, but we

12

are experts on living, recreating, and working in

13

Halton.

14

of work it has been to learn all that we have been

15

required to learn through cross-referencing research

16

across the globe regarding intermodal transport.

We hope the Panel can appreciate the amount

17

This has been particularly difficult

18

as there are so little in the way of research and

19

studies on the impact of intermodal terminals,

20

specifically on nearby residential communities, urban

21

centres, distribution, and traffic patterns.

22

Therefore, we have relied on studies done in the U.S.

23

and in the European Union regarding intermodal

24

terminals and in proximity to residential areas for

25

the most part.
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1

I’ll be moving through our concerns

2

somewhat sporadically.

3

stop for clarification on any point where we can

4

return to questions.

5

Please feel free to ask me to

A brief recap of who we are.

Milton

6

Says No represents our community members as a

7

collective.

8

representing the residents of Milton and Halton

9

Region.

The Milton Says No advocacy group is here

We come with no agenda, no lawyers in tow.

10

We are the residents who are forced to defend our

11

choices to live in a safe, quiet and magnificent

12

community.

13

We made a conscious decision to live

14

here because it is a beautiful place to raise a

15

family, to enjoy truly stupendous outdoor environment,

16

agriculturally rooted community region that plans to

17

develop as part of the Ontario-based advanced

18

manufacturing super cluster, which would build up the

19

next generation manufacturing capabilities

20

incorporating technologies like advanced robotics, 3D

21

printing, an education village, many conservation

22

areas, and our athletic and community world class

23

facilities.

24
25

We do not wish to deter CN from making
large profits for its shareholders.
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1

protecting the environment by transporting long

2

distance cargo by rail instead of truck.

3

Canadian and members of the Halton community, we

4

implore the Review Panel to look beyond the numbers

5

and beyond the rhetoric.

6

of this project on a community such as ours.

7

all Canadian communities who may be forced into

8

similar scenario business a federally protected

9

railway company.

10

However, as

To consider the implications
And on

We ask the Review Panel put the health

11

of our society first, to place the ultimate value on

12

residents’ lives, the enjoyment of our homes and

13

environment, and let common sense prevail.

14

to please stop this project at this location.

15

We ask you

While it seems that CN has not come

16

right out and formally claimed exemptions they seem to

17

continue to treat the EA like an audit, by take a very

18

conservative position and not offering information

19

which does not further their cause.

20

concerned that this is the case despite the determined

21

sufficiency of the EIS.

22

been tasked by our community members to represent them

23

in our opposition to this proposed location, not to

24

CN.

25

We continue to be

We at Milton Says No have

It is a persistent concern that when
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1

we seek additional information CN seems to parrot

2

original answers, or waters down, or completely

3

deflects community concerns with broad and incomplete

4

statements referring instead to a national economy,

5

broad benefits, national roads, and again, not our

6

local concerns.

7

In regard to socio-economic concerns,

8

of course, many of those concerns are very subjective

9

and qualitative.

10

It is also important to note that in

11

much of the regulatory overview documentation,

12

scenarios are referred to in which a new development

13

is being built nearby an existing railway operation.

14

It’s vital to us that we highlight this context as out

15

of order in reference to the CN Milton Logistic Hub

16

proposal.

17

In the case of the Milton proposal

18

it’s the municipal, regional, and provincial plans,

19

and our neighbourhoods which already exist, and the CN

20

Milton Logistics Hub which would constitute the new

21

development.

22

to your attention throughout our presentation.

23

The importance of this we hope to bring

Over the past four years, CN has

24

continued to demonstrate they are neither operating

25

transparently nor in good faith.
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1

particular concern in regards to the information that

2

is regularly propagated by CN by reporting the

3

benefits of intermodal terminals.

4

to endorsements for the project which we believe fall

5

under the purview of socio-economic considerations.

6

This also pertains

CN seems to solicit these

7

endorsements, to lobby governments with these -— for

8

these endorsements, and which logistics entities

9

across the country including port authorities and

10

distributors continue to submit.

11

commentary about the benefits of intermodal, again

12

within the national framework, while disregarding the

13

known detriments to our town and region as a result of

14

an inappropriate location, which directly contravenes

15

our planning, zoning and regulations at the municipal,

16

regional, and provincial levels of government.

17

Including misleading

So once again we want to make our

18

position in this regard very clear.

19

never have been against intermodal, nor are we against

20

CN.

21

country.

22

facilities are important and they may affect

23

environmental benefits to our nation as a whole.

We support intermodal networks in our vast

24
25

We are not and

We understand and agree that intermodal

In reality, however, there are few if
any benefits to our local community and to Canadian
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1

communities in general, when they are forced to house

2

dangerous industrial facilities in area that is are

3

not appropriately zoned because CN is afforded the

4

protection of regular federal regulation that do not

5

and should not broadly encompass any and all of CN’s

6

pursuits under the umbrella of rail operations.

7

The location at which the Milton

8

Logistics Hub has been proposed would be at the

9

measurable expense of local infrastructure, our local

10

economy, the health of our community members, the

11

green space that makes up a substantial portion of our

12

region, our sensitive natural environment and our

13

recreation space.

14

This in itself has had a lasting

15

socio-economic impact already on our community.

16

remain deeply concerned that CN is exploiting a lack

17

of knowledge the average citizen could possibly have

18

about the short and long-term effects of massive

19

industrial rail facility such as that which is

20

proposed.

21

neighbourhoods and green space.

22

We

Particularly, in such proximity to

So to get a bit more granular, but not

23

super granular, about our primary socio-economic

24

concerns, I’m going to list off some of those

25

concerns.
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1

I’ll go into each one of them in a bit more detail.

2

Property values.

So there are a

3

number of factors that we have taken into account

4

regarding property values.

5

briefly in our initial presentation and we agreed that

6

we would delve more into it tonight.

7

we’ve spoke within local brokerages, local real estate

8

agents.

9

there could be an initial 5 percent drop across town.

We have –- we discussed it

Property values,

In general, it seems real estate agents agree

10

I have a couple of documents here from real estate

11

agents and brokers that I will link to for you

12

following the presentation.

13

Closer to the actual operation, along

14

Louis St. Laurent boulevard and along Britannia,

15

today, versus in 2015 where estimates were more

16

conservative, local real estate agents are more

17

concerned that that drop could be as much as 5 to 10

18

percent depending on the proximity to the actual

19

facility.

20

Britannia Road.

And in particular, new neighbourhoods along

21

My husband and I are locate on

22

Tremaine Road -- well, not directly on Tremaine, but

23

in that neighbourhood so we are very close to the

24

neighbourhood.

25

like for those new neighbourhoods along Britannia
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1

Road.

And it’s estimated, I believe, to be 35,000 new

2

homes directly along the neighbourhoods along

3

Britannia Road.

4

We believe there are other factors

5

that also come into play regarding property values.

6

The initial –- we heard anecdotally from a few people

7

today, and Christina who just presented, who asked a

8

question, there is a great deal of concern amongst

9

those people who have moved into the Milton area,

10

regarding their property values.

They moved here,

11

they did their due diligence as did we.

12

that the intermodal was never going to be considered

13

again.

14

region that would no longer -- it was no longer

15

incorporated into municipal plans, regional plans,

16

provincial plans.

17

diligence.

We were told

They had withdrawn their proposal and told the

So there was no way to do due

18
19

So many, many home owners have come into the area,

20

purchased new homes, there is a lot of young families.

21

It’s a big influx in population.

22

because this is an area renowned for its outdoor and

23

recreational environments.

24

one of the best -– according to -- I’ll have to find

25

the name of the study that does this every year, but
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1

we are one of the best places in Canada to live and

2

raise a family in terms of quality of life.

3

of the socio-economic factors are -– play into that

4

importantly.

5

And, some

In terms of quality of life, this is a

6

safe environment where you know, the quality of our

7

environment, air quality, which we will touch on more

8

in the next technical session, proximity to an

9

upcoming post-secondary educational institution, and

10

again, recreation.

These are all very important

11

elements of our quality of life.

12

expectation of this being a healthy region in which to

13

live.

As is the

14
15

In regard to health, there is some overlap.

16

touch more on the technicals of health in the next

17

session, but in terms of health, health impacts

18

quality of life.

19

emissions -– particularly from the truck traffic

20

associated with intermodal operations, results in

21

decreased lung capacity and respiratory illness for

22

those who are vulnerable, the elderly and children.

23

The Halton Region is a big, big community for raising

24

young families.

25

about the direct impact on quality of life.
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1

In terms of quality of life related to

2

health and recreation, we have been talking about

3

cycling over the last little while.

4

cyclist and I can tell you right now, if I’m cycling

5

along Britannia Road and there are 140 trucks idling

6

on your 1.7 kilometre access road those are emissions

7

I’m breathing in while those trucks are waiting to get

8

out and access major highways.

9

You know, I’m a

I think that you know, the traffic

10

implications and the impact to cyclists is being

11

grossly understated.

12

cycling community.

13

We’re renowned for our cycling.

14

a statement made earlier by CN with regard to cycling,

15

that if there is no bike lane, that cyclists are then

16

required to ride on the shoulder.

17

true according to the MTO, cyclists are vehicles on

18

the road and we have every right to be along the road,

19

just like every car and everybody else accessing the

20

roads.

21

And you know, we’re a historical
It’s not a new thing in Halton.
And I want to correct

That’s simply not

Certainly, when there is a bike

22

road -- a bike lane on the road we choose to use it,

23

because you know, if to comes down to a vehicle or

24

cyclist, the vehicle will always win.

25

add 1,600 trucks to our roads every single day and
613-521-0703

StenoTran

So, you know,

www.stenotran.com

1063

1

it’s moving smoothly and that’s still a huge addition

2

of vehicular traffic to our roads, let alone if there

3

is an accident or something else that interrupts the

4

flow.

5

To bounce back a bit to property

6

values, there are peripheral elements to quality of

7

life and property values that I think we should take

8

into consideration.

9

studies done in the U.S., one regarding intermodal

We have looked at two major

10

facility in California, the other regarding a

11

Baltimore, Washington rail intermodal facility.

12

what was found, you know, of course we have to say in

13

the context of the United States where there is one

14

important point of difference, they don’t have access

15

to universal healthcare the way we do, so that’s

16

certainly a factor.

17

And

But, in terms of the studies done on

18

the impact to local communities, we’re looking at you

19

know, some pretty serious economic depression

20

potential.

21

heavy industrial facility into an area, then what ends

22

up happening is peripheral industry ends up supporting

23

that industry and you end up having lower paying jobs,

24

you end up having lower income housing -– housing

25

depreciating.
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1

where rather than the employment lands planning in

2

place for Halton Region, you are really shifting the

3

economic culture of the region around this facility,

4

and this is not an insignificant facility.

5

very big facility.

6

This is a

You spoke earlier to the PDA.

I would

7

like to move to that a little bit if I may, because

8

looking at the intermodal footprint, you know, you

9

differentiated between the PDA and the operation’s

10

PDA.

And, you know, the PDA includes the truck

11

traffic.

12

document the title of which is “The Guidelines for New

13

Development and Proximity to Railway Operations.”

14

This was prepared for the Federation of Canadian

15

Municipalities and the Railway Association of Canada

16

in May of 2013.

The -- and I would like to refer to a

17

Four of the authors of this

18

document -- and this is the acting document to our

19

knowledge.

20

used today.

21

putting this report together are Sean Finn, Jim Feeny,

22

Linda McLeod and Nick Holman of CN. So these are the

23

proximity guidelines recommended, and in this

24

proximity guidelines document, they refer to the

25

facility not by the PDA, but as the freight rail yard.
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1

So the freight rail yard is the entire operation that

2

constitutes, you know, the movement of the intermodal,

3

the main line through which cars are transported, and

4

then the exits and entrances into the park, as well as

5

the access routes and then the operation of said

6

trucks.

7

So the recommended distance for -–

8

from the railways themselves is 300 meters in terms of

9

proximity, but then, an additional 700 meters,

10

so

1,000 meters total in terms of noise impact.

11

So, let’s suppose that some of the

12

comments made earlier about the footprint being in the

13

south and not really near any residential.

14

look at the northern portion of the PDA, the little

15

purple box.

16

we could pull up the regions if everybody would like

17

to look at it again.

18

immediately adjacent to thousands of homes and

19

neighbourhoods.

20

If you

We don’t have a slide to depict this, but

Along Britannia, it’s

So, you know, we’re not going to split

21

hairs in terms of whether it’s the actual facility or

22

just the rail yard boundaries itself.

23

up to the BIT, if any of you -- that’s the Brampton

24

intermodal terminal, if you -– all you have to do is

25

stand on one of the roads where trucks are idling
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1

waiting to access the BIT, to understand that that

2

impact is going to be felt, you know, within –- well,

3

beyond the guidelines put forth by this document.

4

And I think this say really important

5

document.

Because, this is -- this is the railways

6

themselves telling us what they think they need in

7

order to operate these facilities safely.

8

And again, in that document, it refers

9

to the idea that new development –- the parameters are

10

applied to new developments that are going to be built

11

nearer the rail facility that is presumably existing.

12

In this case that is not the situation.

13

it’s the rail development that does not yet exist and

14

all of our other planning and what have you, is

15

already in place.

16

using our arterial roads is there, and this is the new

17

development.

Our homes are there.

The rail --

The way we’re

18

I do think that’s very important.

19

Traffic.

So, we’ve sort of had a few

20

comments today that have referred to traffic levels

21

and we have had some inconsistencies.

22

think -- I think all of us understand that the

23

proponent wishes for the project to go forward and

24

those of us who are opposed do not.

25

truth is somewhere in the muddy waters in there.
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1

But the fact remains, everybody seems

2

to agree that there is little control over 80 percent

3

of the trucks, and that’s a major concern for us.

4

If you look at the Calgary Intermodal

5

Terminal.

6

Terminal, if you look at any of the other intermodal

7

terminals across the country, they are located very –-

8

almost immediately adjacent to major highways.

9

If you look at the Saint Laurent Intermodal

The traffic continues to be, I think,

10

a very understated issue for our community.

11

we’re concerned, the operating footprint of this

12

facility includes the 1,600 truck trip that will

13

happen daily in and out of the facility.

14

that happens in regards to the way those trucks are

15

moving is going to directly impact our community.

16

Because they simply can’t access major highways

17

without moving through our community, North Burlington

18

and North Oakville.

19

As far as

Anything

You know, I’ll refer to a symbolic

20

vote that happened on Mississauga City Council in, I

21

believe it was 2015, may have been 2016.

22

they expressed their opposition to this facility.

23

the primary driver of that opposition was this idea

24

that some of this traffic would be moving through

25

Britannia into Mississauga, and creating issues.
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1

In regards to traffic from a

2

socio-economic perspective, there is the cost of

3

traffic and the cost of infrastructure.

4

falls directly on regional taxpayers to cover.

5

doesn’t fall on CN.

6

accidents, clean up from accidents, EMS, fire, all of

7

these emergency responses are on the taxpayers dollar.

8

Unless something happens immediately within the

9

facility’s boundaries, that’s on to us cover those

10

costs.

11

effect.

That cost
It

The wear and tear on our roads,

That’s not an insignificant socio-economic

12

And then we’ve heard a number of

13

residents make comments about 401 bottlenecks.

That

14

is not a maybe, that is a sure thing that happens

15

frequently.

16

truck travel along the 401 tends to exit at the

17

closest exit that they can.

18

Parkway, or Trafalgar Road, or Highway 25.

19

we don’t include the Tremaine interchange because

20

we’re not sure when that’s going to be completed.

And when it does, what happens is other

That’s usually James Snow
Right now

21

As soon as that happens, those trucks

22

have to move through Milton to get back on to heat or

23

to go to another highway.

24

obviously, the addition of 1,600 other truck trips on

25

the roads per day, in addition to this congestion
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1

which is already happening.

2

In terms of –- to go back to long-term

3

effects and economic depression.

You know, we

4

believe, based on the research we have done that there

5

are tiers of property ownership.

6

initial reaction.

7

community over the last four years that many people,

8

in Milton, are watching to see if this is approved and

9

are preparing to sell their homes.

There may be an

We know from our canvassing of the

Some people

10

already have.

11

successful campaign by which many residents have more

12

or less been told, it’s happening, don’t bother

13

fighting it.

14

And I would say that’s the result of a

So, I believe there will be an initial

15

reaction.

Our research supports that this is probably

16

what will happen.

17

People will sell their homes.

Then I think there is going to be a

18

secondary response.

19

recreational and green space potential.

20

long term decrease in quality of life, value of

21

property, and a loss of really important employment

22

opportunities.

23

significant change that this type of a facility at

24

this location would bring to our plans for the region.

25

So that’s an executive summary, if you
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1

will.

A lot of the points that we are concerned about

2

in regards to socio-economics have already been spoken

3

to today by the region and I’m cognizant that

4

everybody is tired and I don’t feel the need to be

5

redundant.

6

document.

7

and then we’ll go from there.

8
9

But I would like to finish with a
I’ll explain who wrote the document first

This is by Greg Gormick, he’s a
nationally known rail consultant and government policy

10

advisor on transportation issues.

In 1989 to 1991 he

11

was CN’s Assistant Manager of Intermodal Research.

12

From 1998 to 2001, he advised CN on strategic

13

communications, including its first attempt to build

14

the Milton Indian intermodal terminal.

15

“CN’s intermodal terminal,

16

the wrong yard in the wrong

17

place at the wrong time.

18

Industry experience

19

demonstrates that many rail,

20

truck intermodal terminals

21

like the one CN is proposing

22

for Milton may start small

23

but inevitably get much

24

larger.

25

intermodal freight is a
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1

modern environment superior

2

form of transportation.

3

not when it is used as a

4

means to build a company’s

5

real estate profits at the

6

expense of a community, its

7

residents and their visionary

8

official plan.

9

Milton terminal fits this

But

CN’s proposed

10

category to a T.

11

what the railway says

12

publicly while the community

13

has been promised that this

14

truck to rail terminal will

15

only serve four Halifax to

16

Chicago freight trains, this

17

is just a foot in the door.

18

Unstated it is the fact that

19

CN’s Brampton intermodal

20

terminal is a poorly designed

21

and poorly located hold over

22

from the 1970s that no longer

23

fully meet its operating

24

needs.

25

and it would yield a real
613-521-0703

StenoTran

Despite

On the other hand,

www.stenotran.com

1072

1

estate bonanza if it could be

2

replaced by a more efficient

3

terminal elsewhere such as

4

Milton.

5

A question that must be asked

6

is why CN has acquired 405

7

hectares for its Milton

8

terminal when it says it only

9

requires 162.

That massive

10

cushion of extra land could

11

easily swallow all of the

12

current Brampton intermodal

13

operation, which sits on 81

14

hectares of valuable real

15

estate and has rising

16

redevelopment potential.

17

As well as violating the land use

18

planning objectives of the Town of Milton and Halton

19

Region, an intermodal terminal on the site CN has

20

assembled will ultimately fail to even meet its own

21

objectives if it intends to be an efficient and

22

shipper responsive rail service provider.

23

From a railway operating perspective,

24

the Milton site works reasonably well.

25

intermodal trains of today would smoothly enter and
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1

depart this yard, which is not the case at the current

2

CN Brampton terminal.

3

yard that cannot provide for easy train access or

4

container loading and unloading, and it can’t be

5

expanded.

6
7

But CN's Milton site is badly flawed
for another and more serious reason.

8
9

It is a cramped, stub-ended

Ideally, new intermodal terminals must
be built beyond the road congestion generated by the

10

large urban areas -- regions they serve, allowing the

11

trucks carrying the containers to move in and back out

12

out of the core as easily as possible.

13

terminal this close to the worst of the region's

14

congestion on a frequently gridlocked highway corridor

15

is doomed to failure.

16

Putting a new

CN is avoiding the fact that it

17

actually requires two intermodal terminals, one on

18

either side of the greater Toronto and Hamilton area.

19

One should be built just east of

20

Oshawa, which it has investigated, adjacent to the 401

21

close to the 407 and along CP’s Toronto-Montreal main

22

line where it could be shared advantageously by the

23

two railways.

24
25

CN's western terminal should be built
farther west on its main line, close to the junction
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1

of the 401 and 403 near Woodstock on lands zoned for

2

industrial use.

3

to be released report on improved rail service in

4

southwestern Ontario.

5

This has been recommended in a soon

Also weighing against the proposed CN

6

Milton terminal is its impact on local road congestion

7

and costs.

8

407, it will generate heavy truck traffic that will

9

inflict substantial damage on local roads lead to go

While it could be close to the 401 and

10

main highways and the cost comes out of citizens'

11

taxes.

12

Furthermore, emissions and noise from

13

these terminals have become major issues in many other

14

locations.

15

Angeles was rejected recently under the strict

16

requirements that state and local public agencies are

17

now applying to these operations.

And an intermodal terminal project in Los

18

CN’s plan falls far short of meeting

19

these California environmental standards or those of

20

various other public agencies across North America.

21

In short, CN has either not done its

22

homework or is not telling Milton residents the real

23

impacts of its proposed terminal and the alternatives

24

available.

25

assessment that addresses all these issues is an
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1

absolute necessity before it proceeds.

2

We certainly agree with that, and we

3

know that that’s the process we’re undergoing right

4

now.

5
6

To finish up today, I'd like to
address two other comments that were made earlier.

7

One of them was regarding accidents

8

and spills.

And I realize that some of your personnel

9

are no longer here that might respond to those

10

questions.

11

accidents and spills as well, and that is the cost of

12

clean-up, the cost of damage to the community, the

13

cost of damage to our property from noise and

14

vibration.

15
16

But there is a socio-economic impact to

I’m not talking about major accidents.
We’re talking about everyday operations as well.

17

Those operations have a degrading

18

impact on our properties, on our buildings, on our

19

roads, on our infrastructure.

20

there be a catastrophic accident, it’s actually our

21

community that will have to service that accident,

22

create an ad hoc infrastructure, if you will, in

23

dealing with the aftermath of an accident of that

24

scale, and then also paying for it in the end.

25

mention the long-term environmental impacts of an
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1

accident like that.

2

So I think there are important

3

socio-economic elements to accidents and spills and

4

what have you.

5

And finally, regarding accidents and

6

spills, there were comments that there have not been

7

any documented or any anecdotal spills or problems.

8
9

We know in the McMillan yard in
Vaughn, it does have a small intermodal operation, but

10

it’s a huge rail yard.

11

four major incidents at the McMillan yard.

12

those included runaway trains, and that’s not

13

something that was really addressed.

14

And there have been actually
And two of

What happens when the truck servicing

15

the facility or the train servicing the facility

16

create gridlock or accidents throughout the community?

17

Who pays for that?

18

us.

19

That’s another major concern to

And then I guess finally, jobs.

You

20

know, not to -- it’s not something we need to spend a

21

lot of time on, but the bottom line for us is that the

22

Halton Region has a greater than 30 jobs per hectare

23

number in mind for our employment lands.

24

facility brings in, I think, .6 jobs per hectare, and

25

that’s not taking into account what I mentioned
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1

earlier in regard to the lost opportunities that are

2

not as easily measured in innovation and technology

3

that we have in mind for the region.

4
5

Do you gentlemen have anything to add
to that?

6
7

That concludes.
time again.

8
9

Thank you for your

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you very much,

Ms. Newman and Milton Says No.

10

Just got to clear up a couple of

11

things from your presentation.

12

studies, U.S. studies on intermodal.

13

studies?

14
15

MS. NEWMAN:

Do we have those

You don’t, but I have a

list.

16
17

You referenced two

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Do you have those

studies?

18

MS. NEWMAN:

I do, and I will be

19

providing you with a full list of everything that I

20

talked about this evening.

21
22

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Do you have the

studies themselves?

23

MS. NEWMAN:

24

THE CHAIRPERSON:

25

MS. NEWMAN:
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1
2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And are you able to

give them as an exhibit today to --

3

MS. NEWMAN:

I can give you what I

4

printed, if you like, but I think it would be

5

appropriate to give the links because I only have the

6

portions we referenced with me today.

7
8

THE CHAIRPERSON:

That’s all right.

Yes, we’ll sort that out.

9

So that was the first thing I was

10

going to say.

11

don’t we, the municipal guidelines?

12

680.

Yes.

I believe we do have the guidelines,
We do have that,

That’s fine, then.

13

And then I just want to ask a question

14

about what was –- what you read out.

15

tell me what that constituted?

16

So can you just

Did you ask somebody for -– to give

17

you their opinion or was it -– what was the name,

18

please?

19

Greg.
MS. NEWMAN:

His name is Greg Gormick,

20

and we know his name because he was involved in the

21

early days of the first intermodal terminal and he

22

runs a rail site, if you will, advocacy about rail

23

operations generally for rail operations in

24

southwestern Ontario.

25

rail industry, and the web site is called
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1

St. Mary’s" -- "All aboard St. Mary's”.

2
3

And he writes frequently on matters
related to intermodal traffic and --

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So he had written

5

this piece, you found it, and you've now read it out

6

to us so that it’s on the record.

7
8

MS. NEWMAN: Yes.
he wrote in June of 2018.

9
10

This is a piece that

THE CHAIRPERSON:

All right.

I think

that’s clear.

11

Thank you.

12

So this is just a preamble.

I am -– I

13

think we need to finish at 10:00.

14

need to finish at 10:00 if everyone's -- or we won’t

15

be able to function tomorrow.

16

I really feel we

So I'm just giving that -– and if

17

there are question that don’t asked, we will sort it

18

out.

We will find a time.

19

The secretariat knows that when I say

20

these things they're making a list because I'll forget

21

almost instantly.

22
23

I promise we will come back and find
you time.

All right.

24
25

So that was that.

So CN, do you have questions for
Milton Says No?
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1

--- Laughter / Rires

2
3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Halton, do you have

questions for Milton Says No?

4

MR. NORTHEY:

Madam Chair, very

5

respectfully, I think what we'd prefer to do is take

6

you up on your offer and consider what we just heard

7

and try and come up with our questions and try and get

8

through tonight.

9

So I will just say that we are very

10

interested in what we heard, but I would prefer not to

11

ask those questions right now as we have Dr. Caldwell

12

that we're cognizant of, if that’s possible.

13

THE CHAIRPERSON:

That’s possible.

14

Obviously, we have to arrange that for when Milton

15

Says No will be able to be here.

16
17

MR. NORTHEY:

I’m happy to speak and

find a convenient way of doing that.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

You can speak to

19

them and speak to the secretariat.

20

helpful.

21
22

Thank you.

That’s

Anybody else really needs to ask a
question before I ask the Panel?

23

It’s possible we may do the same thing

24

because if you're coming back at some point for

25

questions -- let me just consult.
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2

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Just a question in

the nature of housekeeping.

3

You spoke to some May 2013 proximity

4

guidelines.

5

hand?

6

Do I take it you have them there in your

MS. NEWMAN:

I have the portions that

7

I referred to, but I can certainly provide them.

8

MEMBER McMURRAY:

9

It’s just the Panel

manager told us we do have a document on file,

10

document 680.

I'd just like you at some point to –-

11

not now, at a break, show what you have to the

12

secretariat just to make sure that your version of

13

that document is the same as the version of the

14

document that we have on file.

15

MS. NEWMAN:

16

THE CHAIRPERSON:

17

Very good.

I'll do that.

I think –- just

checking.

18

Do we have any undertaking that we

19

require –- no, we didn’t need an undertaking.

20

okay.

21

Good,

I want to thank all three of you for

22

coming and making your presentation.

23

to answer very many questions this time, but we will

24

have questions for you.

25

You didn’t have

And we really appreciate your input as
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1

the evening wears on and it gets later and you've had

2

to hang around.

Thank you very much.

3

MS. NEWMAN:

Thank you.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

So our final

5

presentation of the evening is Halton Municipalities.

6

PRESENTATION

7

DR. CALDWELL:

Good evening, Madam

8

Chair, and thank you for the opportunity to be here.

9

Given the time of the day, I’ll do my very best to

10

keep myself awake.

11

in the room, but we'll do our best to get through it.

12

I can’t promise for everyone else

My name is Wayne Caldwell, spelled

13

W-a-y-n-e, C-a-l-d-w-e-l-l.

14

and will speak to you on rural issues with a specific

15

focus on agriculture from the perspective of the

16

region, and look forward to the questions that will

17

follow.

18
19

And I'm here this evening

I do need to remember to push the
buttton, right?

20

In terms of my background and my

21

experience, I won’t go into this in a lot of detail.

22

There's perhaps three items to focus on.

23

The first is, I would say, my life

24

really has focused on this issue of rural and

25

agriculture.
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1

years for myself.

2

kinds of things are focused on the issue of

3

agriculture and rural issues and how we deal with

4

those in a changing society.

5

My research, my PhD, all of those

I've also done significant work on

6

behalf of the Region of Halton, as you can see from

7

the slide deck, focused on issues of severance policy

8

in the region, currently assisting them with the

9

review of their official plan and served as an expert

10

witness on a couple of occasions in different

11

situations on behalf of the region as well.

12

The item on the left is an example of

13

the study I've done on behalf of the Greenbelt

14

Foundation, and I've done other work for the Greenbelt

15

Foundation, again looking at agriculture, specifically

16

agricultural systems, in the context of the greenbelt

17

and how it impacts agriculture and farm communities.

18

So that’s a very brief background of

19

myself.

20

The presentation will focus on a

21

number of items.

22

components, of which most of them are one or two

23

slides.

24
25

It’s broken into nine specific

Part 3 has a series of slides that
I'll go into in more detail, of course, as I get to
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1

those.

2

To say at the outset, there are two

3

significant adverse environmental effects that my work

4

substantiates, and I would encourage they be given

5

consideration.

6

The first is the loss of prime

7

agricultural land.

And I’m not naïve, I realize we’re

8

in a situation here where it’s urbanizing pressure

9

happening.

But the loss of agricultural land, in my

10

view, is something that is deserving of consideration

11

and, in fact, in my view, is something that requires

12

further consideration than it has received to this

13

point in time.

14

Secondly, I will bring some focus to

15

the disturbances to agriculture and agricultural

16

practices that I will anticipate will occur as a

17

result of this development, and I’ll go into those in

18

more detail.

19

In terms of the slide -- most of my

20

slides will have a component -- a picture or map on

21

the left-hand side, and I will speak to those in some

22

detail as we go through things.

23

I've noticed as the day's gone along

24

people have had their slides oriented in different

25

directions.
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1

north, I'm referring towards the top of that diagram,

2

which is reasonably accurate.

3

south, I'm referring to the bottom area.

4

When I refer to the

And in particular, I will be speaking

5

to two areas that are in purple that represent lands

6

that are currently designated agriculture.

7

of the PDA or towards the top of the PDA, you'll see

8

an area towards the top which is in purple and an area

9

to the bottom.

10

At the top

And those will be two areas that I’ll

bring further consideration to.

11

So if we look at the first significant

12

adverse environmental effect, the loss of prime

13

agricultural land, there's three or four points there

14

that I would like to bring focus to.

15

The first is, of course, as we know,

16

this land is within the Golden Horseshoe.

17

context, it is part of the agricultural system.

18

part of the land base which has historically been here

19

in support of agriculture, and it’s to recognize the

20

importance of food production.

21

second bullet point speaks to, and I'll speak to that

22

in a little bit more detail.

23

And in that
It’s

And that’s what that

It would be, in my view, also to

24

acknowledge that food production in the future will be

25

even more important than what it has been in the past
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1

for a variety of reasons, not the least of which is

2

climate change and certainly population growth in this

3

country and globally as well.

4

The third point is to recognize that

5

the land that is to be converted is outside of the

6

urban boundary.

7

referred to and the area of the PDA that shows in

8

white in the slide deck in front of me, that is part

9

of an urban designation.

The portions in purple that I've

But the areas in purple are

10

not yet designated.

11

my view, are subject to the policies that the province

12

and the region has set in place to ensure that any

13

transition that occurs from agriculture to

14

non-agricultural use is done with respect to the

15

agricultural sector.

16

They remain agriculture and, in

And finally, as part of that slide is

17

to acknowledge that CN is not complying with the tests

18

that are established, and I’ll come to those

19

momentarily, that one would expect to have gone

20

through prior to the removal of prime agricultural

21

lands from that designation within the context of the

22

official plan.

23

earlier, by the official plan and a number of

24

provincial planning documents as well.

25

And that’s substantiated, as mentioned

The next slide here, slide number 6,
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1

is -- on the left-hand side is identifying snippets of

2

some of the key policies that are in place that

3

provide guidance and direction.

4

And we can look at the top left.

It

5

refers to the Halton Region official plan and the

6

specific discussion and direction "to protect prime

7

agricultural lands by requiring a proponent of any

8

non-farmland use that has a potential impact adjacent

9

to agricultural operations to carry out an

10

agricultural impact assessment", which is saying on

11

the part of the region is if a conversion is to occur,

12

as a minimum we should expect that to occur.

13
14

And I’ll give you an example in a
moment of why that’s important.

15

Further down on that slide, again on

16

the left-hand side, it provides us with two criteria

17

from the provincial policy statement.

18

go through the various points, I’ll try to add very

19

brief discussions or very brief descriptions in case

20

the Panel has not yet heard those.

21

And I -- as I

The provincial policy statement is a

22

statement on part of the Province of Ontario as to the

23

items which it views as being important as we plan

24

within this province.

25

uplands.
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1

And it says that the expansion of a

2

settlement area boundary is only permitted at the time

3

of a comprehensive review, which is to say there's a

4

specific process that's anticipated on the part of the

5

province that will occur prior to a designation change

6

occurring.

7

And specifically, it says that where

8

it is demonstrated with respect to prime agricultural

9

lands where a conversion might be anticipated -- and

10

it’s speaking to prime agricultural lands.

It's

11

saying -- and we heard some of this earlier from John

12

Turvey today -- that the lands are not specially crop

13

areas.

14

Secondly, that there's no reasonable

15

alternatives which avoid prime agricultural lands or

16

allow expansion on lower priority agricultural lands

17

and prime agricultural areas.

18

As part of my preparation for this

19

hearing, I went through the various documents that I

20

could identify.

21

identified a number of sites, and those were gradually

22

reduced down to two sites and the site that we have

23

before us today.

24
25

I noted that CN had initially

In my review of that material, I did
not see any reference to capability of soils as it
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1

relates to agriculture, and I would suggest that that

2

has not been completed.

3

It also indicates that we should have

4

compliance with minimum distance separation formula.

5

That may be something which is new to the Panel.

6

Minimum distance separation formula

7

are criteria which have been established by the

8

province implemented across the province by

9

municipalities and the local zoning by-laws which

10

speak to the appropriate distance that will exist

11

between a farming operation, i.e. a livestock

12

operation, and neighbouring uses and, vice versa, it

13

requires those new uses which might be established to

14

be a certain distance away from livestock operations.

15

And in my view, that analysis has not occurred.

16

I know, for example, that there are

17

livestock barns in proximity, some of which are

18

occupied, including a number of horse operations.

19
20

Similar criteria are included within
the provincial growth plan as well.

21

I mentioned that I would give an

22

example of why I think this is important, and it's to

23

suggest that if we don’t give consideration to these

24

issues as they unfold as we make planning decisions

25

which change a community, we end up with perverse
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1

results.

2

I happened to take a group of students

3

to Pennsylvania, Lancaster County -- and I’m not sure

4

if anu of the Panel has been there.

5

intense agricultural sectors I’ve ever seen in North

6

America.

7

One of the most

It’s incredibly densely populated with

8

livestock operations.

And we happened to visit with a

9

Mennonite, an Amish farmer, and he had –- he actually

10

had come home from the hospital that day.

And he had

11

probably nine, 10 children because they were running

12

around.

13

And as we looked out from his property

14

and he was –- had about 20 acres in production growing

15

vegetables and such like, and over here was a new

16

commercial development, over here was a new

17

condominium, over here was a new industrial

18

development.

19

And he knew that we had something to

20

do with planning.

21

that we were from Canada.

22

said, ”Can you help me?

23

I’m not sure he fully appreciated
But he looked at us and he
Can you help me?"

What occurred in this situation was

24

that new developments had occurred without regard to

25

the agricultural industry which was already present,
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1

and the result of that was a situation which was

2

relatively untenable for this individual where he

3

needed to be looking for alternatives, moving away,

4

whatever his outcome might be.

5

And I identify that as a benefit that

6

can occur from something such as an agricultural

7

impact assessment because what that does is it gives

8

us an evaluation of the impact of a change as it would

9

relate to individual farmers and the properties on

10

which they live and which they're operating, on which

11

they're trying to make a livelihood.

12

Whether there's an issue here or not I

13

can’t say because the work has not been done to tell

14

us that.

15

And of course, without these studies,

16

it leads to the fear that the impact on the

17

agricultural sector will be greater than it would be

18

if we were to have gone through that analysis.

19

The next slide is a summary of the

20

proposed mitigation that’s been identified.

21

first item which is flagged here is that CN proposes

22

to work with local farmers for agricultural lease

23

opportunities where they may exist.

24
25

And the

My understanding is currently from the
materials I've read is there's approximately five
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1

farmers that lease some of the land from CN at the

2

moment.

3

anticipate that that arrangement is still in place in

4

10 years' time, in five years' time, in 20 years', in

5

a generation’s time.

6

And the question is, how feasible is it to

I had the opportunity this morning to

7

drive around the property, and I noticed how wet it

8

was.

9

been an incredibly wet spring.

10

Now, what that says to me is, of course, it’s
Many farmers across

the province are challenged.

11

But what farmers normally would do in

12

that situation is they would ensure that there's tile

13

drainage in place, right.

14

practice that one would expect to occur.

15

That’s a normal farm

Whether that has occurred here or not,

16

I do not know, but it raises for me the kinds of

17

questions that is in order to keep this land in

18

agricultural production over the long term is the need

19

not only to simply lease the land out to farmers, but

20

to make the investments that would be required in

21

order to ensure its legitimacy or viability as an

22

agricultural operation.

23
24

I hope I’m not going too fast, Madam
Chair?

25

THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

keeping up.

2

DR. CALDWELL:

Okay, good.

3

The second mitigation which has been

4

identified is that CN states that it will work with

5

the region and the town to stay within the designated

6

land areas.

7

because what those two maps indicated are designated

8

land areas that, in fact, are proposed to be occupied

9

by the proposal.

10

And I'd like to refer you to the two maps

Again we can look at the two areas on

11

the background slide, the one with the purple, and you

12

can see that there's areas at the top on the northerly

13

side, to the right of the rail line, which are

14

designated prime agricultural lands within the

15

regional official plan.

16

to the north -- and I must say I don’t always remember

17

these road names -- but north of Lower Base Line Road

18

in that intervening area which CN, I believe, has

19

identified as being approximately 30 hectares.

20

And likewise at the bottom,

And I don’t know if that’s 30 hectares

21

in total –- the total base of those two parcels added

22

together or whether it’s just the agricultural land in

23

production that’s a part of that.

24
25

But the point is that CN has indicated
that won’t -- or they will do their best to stay
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1

within the designated land use areas.

2

to you in that slide they have already violated that

3

criteria which they’ve identified that they would try

4

to avoid.

5

side shows protected countryside of the Greenbelt

6

plan, and that’s a specific delineation that the

7

province has established where certain things are not

8

to occur, and if they do occur they happen with

9

specific criteria.

10

I would suggest

And likewise the slide to the right-hand

And it’s minor.

CN in their documents

11

as I read them, indicates that it’s approximately .12

12

hectares of land and you can see the tail end of the

13

area that jutts into the pink area at the bottom, .12

14

hectares is roughly half an acre.

15

my view, it speaks of the intrusion into an area

16

intended for protection, and if it’s not protected

17

there is a set of criteria again included within the

18

Greenbelt Plan that one would have anticipated would

19

have been addressed as part of an application.

20

It’s tiny, but in

The next slide is breaking down some

21

of the reference criteria and particularly looking at

22

magnitude, and it’s been identified as moderate.

23

to acknowledge that the total amount of land is not

24

humongous but rather, moderate.

25

amount of land, the question is what does land
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1

represent?

2

means of producing food for you and I.

3

And it’s base analysis it represents a

And if you look at that amount of land

4

you might say, “Well, what’s 30 hectares or 147

5

hectares?”

6

it into the amount of corn one might see produced in

7

the area, if fully in corn production -- and this is

8

based on an article from the Washington Post which

9

indicates that every acre of corn will produce 15

Well, what they represent if you convert

10

million-calories, right.

Each of us consume

11

approximately a million calories per year in our

12

intake of calories to substantiate our life.

13

So that’s to say that with an area of

14

approximately 147 hectares, and you convert that into

15

acres, it’s that amount of land in if in production,

16

average yields, would feed 546,000 people in terms of

17

the calorie intake that they would require over the

18

course of a year.

19

hectares, or 147 hectares, on another hand you can

20

look at it and it’s 1,100 people from the 30 hectares

21

being fed or -– sorry 5,446 -- 5,446 people being fed

22

with that amount of calories.

23

So on one hand you can say it’s 30

Which is to say if we look at this

24

area in terms of food production, it’s not to under

25

value the contribution and that’s something we need to
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look at.

2

As mentioned in the second bullet

3

point Regional Land Use Policy there is a whole series

4

of things which require certain things to have

5

occurred in the context if it were a municipal

6

application.

7

Policy Statement, the Greenbelt Plan and the Growth

8

Plan all have criteria and policy that speak towards

9

proposed change which we have in front of us.

Regional Official Plan, Provincial

10

So, again, the geographic extent as a

11

loss of 147 hectares of active agricultural land,

12

including 30 hectares of prime agricultural land which

13

is outside of the urban area of Milton, which is again

14

those two areas in purple referred to.

15

hectares as I understand it represents approximately

16

.1 percent of the context of the entire region.

17

entire 147 hectares is actually about .6 percent.

18

slide as I saw it from CN seemed to imply .1 percent

19

reflected the entire area.

That may not have been

20

what they intended to say.

But it’s .6 coming from

21

147 hectares.

22

The 30

The
The

The duration is permanent in my view.

23

Once this land is converted to the use which is

24

proposed, highly unlikely it would be converted back

25

to agriculture.
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1

while it’s a single event because once it’s gone it’s

2

gone, it’s not something that happens over and over

3

again.

4

magnitude of that, meaning once it’s gone, it is gone.

But I think it’s important to think of the

5

I kind of like this map because we

6

referred to the Canada land inventory.

We referred to

7

prime land, so just to provide an explanation of what

8

this particular map is showing -– or sharing with us.

9

The Canada land inventory is something which was

10

prepared with the Agricultural Land Resources

11

Development Act going back to the 1960s.

12

tells us is it provides a reading of the quality of

13

agricultural soils across the country and the area in

14

green is class one, the area in pink is class two, and

15

there is a little bit of organic soil similar to what

16

you find in the Holland marsh as well.

17

say, the prime lands that we are talking about, the

18

John Turvey talked about are derived from this map,

19

which is to say we’re in the midst of an area of high

20

capability potential for agriculture.

21

And what it

Which is to

So, again, we talk about reversibility

22

and in this instance, once the land is converted, in

23

my view it’s not likely to be reversible.

24
25

It’s also worth noting that again,
it’s mentioned that we are in an urban area and part
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1

of what one -- an urbanizing area.

What one hopes to

2

see occur is to achieve the highest possible

3

densities.

4

what are the densities one might aspire to?

5

example, when I go into downtown Toronto, I see the

6

new condos built and the density occurring there, I

7

think that’s the best thing going in terms of

8

protecting farmland in the province.

9

achieved is high densities and that’s what one hopes

If land is converted out of agriculture,
For

Because what we

10

to see us aspire to in this particular instance if

11

that conversion were to occur.

12

In terms of ecological and social

13

context, again identifying how sensitive this area has

14

been and this type of use, agriculture since European

15

settlement and what we’re about to see is a proposal

16

that would see that be converted out of agriculture.

17

And again, just to acknowledge the

18

importance of regional and provincial standards to try

19

to achieve an appropriate decision, whatever that

20

might be.

21

Also, in terms of cumulative impacts,

22

there are -– and it's referring to the incremental

23

loss that can occur.

24

an area where there are other activities happening.

25

There is –- within the documentation there is the 16
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1

physical activities identified by CN which adversely

2

impact one or both of the effects that I have

3

identified.

4

cumulative impacts that we see happening here.

And they contribute, in my view, to the

5

And it’s also to be noted that the

6

cumulative impacts, when you add them together, of

7

course, you get a greater impact than you would if it

8

was a single even unto itself.

9

have been identified as well.

10

So cumulative items

So in summary of the earlier findings

11

on the sufficiency, CN has not submittes an

12

agricultural impact assessment to assess the full

13

project effects.

We have direction as to what that

14

would look like.

The region has a document online

15

that they prepared as part of their

16

guidelines.

17

or 12-page document.

18

of 2018, also released a document saying what should

19

occur or what should be built into an agricultural

20

impact assessment.

21

But it’s to say there are guidelines out there that CN

22

would have been aware of that could have been

23

addressed as part of the application in a fulsome way.

24
25

official plan

That’s roughly a 12 page document -- 10
The province has also in March

That’s a 100 plus page document.

The project also proposes
nonagricultural development on lands outside of the
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1

urban boundary as I’ve identified and the rural land

2

use policies require a rigorous review of alternatives

3

to cover specific issues.

4

as they might be connected to agriculture and what

5

would those impacts have been if other opportunities

6

is had been pursued?

7

So, what were the options

Also, the notice of a comprehensive

8

planning approach which is required both by the

9

provincial policy statement and reiterated by the

10

region.

And, it’s to note that had that been

11

completed, it would have addressed a number of the

12

items flagged than have been flagged in my view

13

throughout the process, in terms of additional request

14

for information that has been brought forth.

15

Second -- I’ll give less attention to

16

this than the first significant adverse environmental

17

effect, but this is the increased disturbance to

18

agriculture.

19

urbanization is happening.

20

effects go beyond the project site.

21

PDA, it’s the area beyond that.

22

were to have looked at the agricultural impact

23

assessment, the region is suggesting you look at a

24

kilometre beyond the site in detail.

25

guide is to take it to a kilometre and a half in terms
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1

of looking at it, and I would suggest there may be

2

further distances that one would want to think about.

3

And what this gets at is, what does a

4

change of this nature and in combination with other

5

things happening in the region, too, what does that

6

mean for an individual farmer?

7

spent much of my early part of my career doing public

8

meeting after public meeting with farm groups in Huron

9

county, and would I have farmers come up to me who

And specifically, I

10

would say they moved away from the GTA because they

11

couldn’t handle the hassle any longer, right?

12

chose to move to Huron where there were fewer impacts

13

–- or many fewer impacts coming from neighbours and

14

things of that nature.

15

They

So, having on one hand of the

16

equation, I see that and I see people having moved

17

away from an agricultural area because of what was

18

happening.

19

brother who farms full time in Huron County.

20

five minutes from a veterinarian, he’s five minutes

21

from a John Deere dealership, and he’s five minutes

22

from three grain drying facilities.

23

things that over time one runs the risk of

24

increasingly losing as urbanization pressures happen.

25

So it’s a risk not only in this instance, but in the
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1

broader regional context as well.

2

So cumulatively, the multiple physical

3

activities identified by CN will reduce the critical

4

mass of agricultural service activities that are

5

required to support agriculture in the long term.

6

So we heard discussion today over the

7

potential for increased container throughput and what

8

the implications of that might be.

9

increased throughput probably doesn’t impact the first

In my view

10

one, which is the loss of farmland, unless the actual

11

footprint of the facilities themselves were to

12

increase.

13

But, it probably does impact the

14

second one, which is to say, what the are the

15

increased impacts on agriculture?

16

increased traffic is likely, in terms of increased

17

container traffic, is likely to also translate to

18

increased employment on site, it’s likely to increase

19

employment in terms of people driving in and out of

20

the site.

21

potential to impact agriculture more generally.

22

And in my view

And those kinds of things all have the

So for example on my drive around the

23

property this morning, I happened to notice that there

24

are several horse farms and one of those horse farms

25

was giving riding lessons to children.
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1

because the work has not been done what the impact

2

would be on that particular facility in the event of

3

more traffic.

4

on a horse and the loud noises as an example, and the

5

risks connected to that.

6

implications of that might be as to relates to other

7

sites adjacent to the property.

8
9

I mean what -– I just imagine a child

We do not know what the

So, in conclusion –- and in my view
CN’s proposed inter muddle –- intermodal hub will

10

result in permanent loss of agriculture land, that’s a

11

given.

12

proposal occurred including lands which are currently

13

designated and currently designated for agriculture

14

and intended that way, does not comply with regional

15

and provincial tests to remove this resource.

16

are certain specific criteria that need to be

17

addressed from the municipalities perspective, from

18

the region’s perspective.

CN acknowledged both on site and in their

19

There

And secondly, that results in two

20

significant adverse environmental effects related to

21

the rural settings that I think are important and

22

worthy of consideration on the part of the Panel.

23

My final slide, which I won’t go into

24

any detail, is simply my biography to provide more

25

detail should you have any interest in that.
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1

there are any questions flowing from that or my

2

presentation, I’m happy to address them.

3

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Thank you.

Thank you very much,

4

Dr. Caldwell.

So we will go through our standard

5

questioning sequence, which means I go to CN first,

6

followed by Milton Says No, other, and then the Panel

7

if we are going to ask questions.

8

time that you are going to be here, isn’t it?

9

DR. CALDWELL:

Yes, it is.

10

THE CHAIRPERSON:

11

DR. CALDWELL:

12

until the cows come home.

13

--- Laughter / Rires

14
15

We got you.

Really bad pun.

Too late for

agricultural puns.
DR. CALDWELL:
for the moment though.

But everybody is awake

So that’s something.

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

19

MR. LERNER:

20

Okay.

And I am happy to stay

THE CHAIRPERSON:

16
17

This is the only

Yes.

CN?

No, Madam Chair.

We do

not have any questions.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

MS. NEWMAN:

23

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Milton Says No?

No, Madam Chair.
Okay.

I’m going to

24

ask –- well, anybody else in the room, before I go to

25

the Panel?
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1

So thank you for this presentation.

I

2

guess my –- the question that I still haven’t got

3

sorted out, you will sort it out perhaps, is, what is

4

the future

5

talking now about the spread ancillary effects on

6

adjacent.

7

agricultural land that will be lost due to the

8

project.

9

about the effect on those lands that CN will continue

of the agricultural lands -- I’m not

So just the land that will be -- the

That would include -- I take your comments

10

to lease for certain periods of time for farming.

11

including that and the lands that will be essentially

12

paved over, shall we say.

13

ahead what is the future of those lands as you

14

understand it?

15

So

If the project doesn’t go

I‘m -- I struggle to see that they are

16

going to be permanently protected given the plans we

17

have heard about but who knows.

18

hear your response to that.

19

DR. CALDWELL:

So I would like to

There are two elements

20

to the land base, which is there.

21

of -- the central area which showed up in yellow if

22

you recall, which is the area that currently was

23

designated as employment lands by the region, and

24

still designated agriculture by the Town of Milton.

25

But one would anticipate long term conversion to an
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1

urban use of some nature there.

2

continues to be a question on that though, in terms of

3

what is the density of those lands and the development

4

that might occur.

5

today and have read about as well, that CN anticipates

6

roughly 130 jobs established in that area.

7

For me there

Based on the information that I saw

So when I think of what occurs to

8

agriculture over time, what I look for are wins.

9

what I mean by that, if we’re going to lose

And

10

agricultural land let’s make sure that the benefit of

11

those are to the greatest possible extent.

12

to say if you’re establish 130 jobs in 400 acres,

13

that's roughly 3 acres per job that would be

14

established.

15

terms of the loss of the land.

16

that I think is relevant.

17

Which is

That does not feel like a win it me in
So that‘s one area

The other two areas which are in

18

purple they are identified as agriculture.

19

designated as agriculture within the region’s official

20

plan, all of the policies of the agricultural section

21

of the official plan continues to apply to those,

22

notwithstanding that the region has established an

23

overlay over those lands -- and the specific name is

24

sliding by me at the moment.

25

They are

That overlay has no hint of a future
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1

designation.

2

and it’s providing guidance to the region, if you

3

like, of acknowledging certain things should not be

4

allowed to establish there for fear of the risk if

5

something did, then it binds the hands of the

6

municipality in terms of considering alternative uses

7

down the road.

8
9

It’s simply prohibiting certain things

So my view is that we are in an
urbanizing area, but we aim for wins and we aim to

10

protect agriculture as best we can, and we aim to make

11

sure that the impacts on neighbouring properties and

12

on the site itself, in terms of agriculture production

13

are retained to the extent possible.

14

impact occurs in the neighbouring sites and that we

15

continue to do what we can.

16

indicated, they want to see a viable agricultural

17

sector retained in the region, however that might

18

occur.

19

That minimized

As the region has

THE CHAIRPERSON:

But I still –- well

20

I'll ask you the -- for the future employment lands,

21

we have heard earlier last week, we heard that the

22

region is anticipating –- or the town -- I’m sorry,

23

I’ve forgotten who said it -- is anticipating, as you

24

said, a high density of employment and jobs in that

25

area.

So, I specifically asked what kind of a built
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1

form do you anticipate.

2

dense built form and a lot of people, probably, you

3

know, bringing a fair number of cars and maybe other

4

transportation provided, we don’t know, that‘s off in

5

the future.

6

And I got an answer, fairly

But, would you expect that to have

7

impacts on the neighbouring agricultural uses, similar

8

to?

9

intermodal.

I realize there would be differences to

10

DR. CALDWELL:

The word tradeoffs

11

comes to my mind, which is to say that as agriculture

12

potentially is converted out of agriculture to some

13

other use what are we losing and what and what are we

14

gaining?

15

us, what we’re gaining is 130 jobs.

16

that -- I mean, I know there are other things as well.

17

But it would strike me that that‘s not a great gain in

18

the part of the municipality in terms of employment

19

opportunities.

20

In this instance with the proposal before
It seems to me

It’s not a great gain for agriculture

21

in my view either because what you have ended up doing

22

is having that, in my view, under represented in terms

23

of employment which means, as other employment

24

pressures will happen –- will exist elsewhere, right.

25

And does that -- and I’ll put it in
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1

the cost benefit analysis.

If you consider that to be

2

a cost, then there would be a greater cost absorbed by

3

agriculture in other sectors.

4

communities and the more contained we keep communities

5

in an urbanizing context, than better we do in terms

6

of planning for agriculture over the long term.

7

THE CHAIRPERSON:

The denser we keep

I understand.

The

8

last question then, but the prime agricultural land –-

9

now the overlay over that I think we should find out

10

what the name of the overlay is and a little bit of --

11

I’m sure.

12
13

DR. CALDWELL:

I am sure I have it

written down.

14

THE CHAIRPERSON:

15

behind you and can provide that?

16
17

DR. CALDWELL:

There and audience
Can you --

I did my best to write

these down --

18

THE CHAIRPERSON:

19

can provide that?

20

somebody?

21

Somebody from Halton

What the name of the overlay,

MS. CÔTÉ:

Hi, Madam Chair, it's Anna

22

Côté I wanted to clarify it’s future strategic

23

employment lands.

24
25

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Future strategic

employment lands.
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1

MS. CÔTÉ:

Correct.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

3

prime agricultural land?

4

what you -- how that would be?

Is that detective of

I didn't really understand

5

DR. CALDWELL:

Yes, thanks Anna.

6

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Why would you need

7

to put that overlay if you wanted to protect that for

8

agriculture?

9

says

Why would you not have an overlay that

“prime protected forever agricultural land”?

10

DR. CALDWELL:

What it is in my view,

11

is it’s a warning to land owners that they not

12

consider uses that would be -– which would tie the

13

hands of the municipality in the long term.

14

unlike if you see the end of a subdivision adjacent to

15

a rural area, you see a deadend road outlet on to that

16

next farm.

17

immediate short term or long term perhaps.

18

don’t want to preclude the option of doing something

19

down the road.

20

It’s not

No plans to do anything with it in the
But you

I would suggest in this province we

21

have seen many resources wasted, such as aggregate

22

resources, \ where we’ve allowed other things to occur

23

over the top of them which precludes the logical and

24

legitimate to otherwise occur.

25

done, in my view, is they put this overlay there to
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1

make sure that into the long term, we don’t have

2

things happening which jeopardize the potential for

3

expansion.

4

to this province, how do we accommodate them?

Which we have millions more people moving

5

The potential for expansion of Milton

6

is real.

But we want to make sure, in my view that we

7

make winning decisions.

8

set aside the possibility that that land could convert

9

into intensive agriculture as well.

It's in my view also not to

I’m aware of

10

greenhouses for example,

11

employees per acre than what the –- than what some of

12

the urbanizing and industrial applications might see

13

established.

14
15

that probably have more

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Okay.

Thank you.

MEMBER McMURRAY:

Very quickly, sir,

understand.

16
17

have you looked at the 400 acres of the PDA and can

18

you tell me how many of them are yellow and how many

19

of them are purple?

20
21

I

DR. CALDWELL:

How many of them are

yellow?

22

MEMBER McMURRAY:

23

are purple?

24

your slides.

25

Yellow and how many

That’s the colour scheme you have used in

DR. CALDWELL: Sure.
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1

the area which is designated as prime agricultural,

2

and what Halton has indicated to us is it includes 30

3

hectares of land.

4

measurements, I’m thinking that the areas in purple

5

including the white, which are currently outside of

6

the urban designation are actually larger than that.

7

And that’s perhaps something to be confirmed.

8

suspect 30 hectares --

9

As I look at it and do I my own

MEMBER McMURRAY:

My question goes to

10

the PDA.

11

to build their intermodal terminal on.

12

I

It goes to the 400 acres that CN would like

DR. CALDWELL:

So I'm not sure, sir,

13

I’m understanding your question.

14

MEMBER McMURRAY:

15

what percentage are yellow, what percentage are

16

purple.

17

many acres, sorry.

18
19

I would like to know

Either how many hectares are yellow -– or how
I am more familiar with acres.

How many acres -- acres are currently
yellow and how many are currently purple?

20

DR. CALDWELL: So the total site, as I

21

understand and as has been reported by CN -- and I

22

will do this in acres, I’m old school that way -- is

23

roughly 400 acres and I’ve heard evidence it might be

24

a little bit larger than that.

25

as well that we’re looking at 30 hectares in purple,
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1

which would be roughly 75 acres.

2

those numbers are correct and cover the totality of

3

it, then you would have roughly 75 out of 400 which

4

are in purple, and you would have roughly the balance

5

of that -- if my math is any good that would be

6

roughly I think 200 -- no, 325.

7

to assign a contract that I have those numbers exactly

8

right.

9

MEMBER McMURRAY:

And if it be that

But, I wouldn‘t want

Am I understanding

10

correctly -- let’s accept the 325 acres as the correct

11

number, do I also understand correctly that that is

12

the same land that is subject to the overlay of future

13

strategic employment lands?

14

DR. CALDWELL:

No, it's not.

15

overlay include ace broader area, and I would

16

anticipate -- and I’ll just confer here, but I would

17

anticipate that tomorrow that map will be in front of

18

the Panel.

It will be.

19

MEMBER McMURRAY:

20

DR. CALDWELL:

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

MEMBER HEATHCOTE:

Okay.

I -I did have a

question, Madam Chair, but you asked it.

24

think I’m finished.
THE CHAIRPERSON:
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1

totally finished I would think.

2
3

DR. CALDWELL:

Actually, it's 9:59.

I'm impressed.

4

THE CHAIRPERSON:

Anyway, well, thank

5

you very much, Dr. Caldwell, for your presentation and

6

for taking questions.

7

We finish each day, I provide CN with

8

an opportunity to provide a very short reflection on

9

what they heard.

10

CLOSING REMARKS

11
12

Mr. Lerner.

MR. LERNER:

Emphasis on the word

short.

13

Well, thank you, Madam Chair.

And I'd

14

like to start by thanking all the individuals and

15

organizations who came to make presentations and ask

16

questions about our proposed project today.

17

Ordinarily I would provide remarks on

18

what we heard today.

19

those part of my opening tomorrow, if that's okay with

20

you, or I could move forward.

21

THE CHAIRPERSON:

22

perfect.

23

--- Laughter / Rires

24
25

Given the hour, I could make

THE CHAIRPERSON:

That sounds just

All right.

Well,

thank you for that.
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1

MR. LERNER:

No problem.

2

THE CHAIRPERSON:

And thank you all

3

for your cooperation on what was a long and difficult

4

day, and you were very cooperative and you were

5

patient, patient with me when I got confused.

6

it’s been some excellent discussions and

7

presentations.

And

8

I thank you all very much.

9

So we'll be back in a few hours -– oh,

10

lord.

11

Anyway, I wish you a restful rest of

12

your evening, and we will resume tomorrow.

13

back at 9:30, socio-economic conditions all day, land

14

use planning and economic issues, and then we will be

15

talking about traffic and road safety.

16

And we are

So I look forward to seeing you then.

17

And good night, and thank you.

18

--- Whereupon the hearing adjourned at 10:01 p.m., to

19

resume on Wednesday, June 26, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. /

20

L'audience est ajournée à 22 h 01 pour reprendre

21

le mercredi 26 juin 2019 à 9 h 30

22
23
24
25
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