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            BC GREAT BLUE HERON SOCIETY 
PO Box 307 

Merville, B.C.      V0R 2M0 
<contact information removed> 

fraserwildlifearea.com 
 
 

August 25, 2019 

 
Cindy Parker, RBT2 Panel Manager, Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project  
c/o Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
160 Elgin Street, 22nd Floor, Ottawa ON K1A 0H3 
 
CEAA.PanelRBT2-CommissionRBT2.ACEE@canada.ca 
 
 
Dear Panel Members: 
 
Closing Remarks – Terminal II Application 
 
Since the conclusion a few weeks ago of the West Coast public hearings that you conducted, we have all 
learned of the premature deaths of three more of the remaining endangered Southern Resident Killer 
Whales (SRKW) and the sombre collapse of the sockeye run in the Fraser River of British Columbia. 
 
These three unfortunate creatures likely endured a painful and traumatic death from starvation: and 
tragically, the deceased female was the grandmother of the newborn calf that died last year (whose body 
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was carried by her grieving mother, with the help of empathetic pod members, for seventeen days).   The 
whales normally spend all the summer months in inland waters, but this year they arrived and left within 
a day as a result of the dire paucity of Chinook (Orca matriarch dies, leaving endangered family in 
limbo, The Star, August 7, 2019). 
 
The combination of cumulative habitat loss and the effects of climate change have left only 628,000 of 
the expected 4.8 million sockeye – just 13% - to survive and return to the Fraser River this year, where a 
rock slide will further endanger this decimated spawning run.  The massive changes that a half century 
of industrialization and other development have brought to the Fraser estuary and its upland waters are 
revealing their inevitable and horrifying results.  Previous Deltaport development in the most important 
estuary in Canada has played a major role in this ecological collapse. The gargantuan Terminal 2 
development could very likely be the final fatal blow that completes the catastrophic destruction of this 
critical ecosystem in one of the most important estuaries in the world. 
 
We are in a planetary crisis and the alarms are ringing stridently everywhere: burning fires from the 
Arctic to the Amazon, in combination with melting permafrost, are releasing vast amounts of carbon: we 
are close to a freefall into climatic chaos that will undermine democracies and human progress all over 
the world and inflict great losses and enormous suffering on wildlife the world over.  A new way of 
thinking about the planet is our only salvation.   
 
We must act now – there is no more time to lose. For the sake of the planet and its creatures, this 
catastrophic Terminal 2 project cannot go forward.  Please use your power to protect the very essence of 
west coast Canada – its salmon and its orcas – so they are not lost forever on your watch.  Please tell the 
Prime Minister that the danger to the West Coast of our nation from Terminal 2 is too grave to allow this 
project to go forward. 
 
We thank you all for your consideration of our concerns. 
 
Yours very truly, 
B.C. GREAT BLUE HERON SOCIETY 
 
<Original signed by> 
 
Gillian Anderson 
Chair 
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