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Feb. 27, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jill Calder 
C/o Royal Inland Hospital 
311 Columbia Street 
Kamloops BC, V2C 2T1 
 

Dear Dr. Calder, 

I am writing to you to confirm that we share your concern about the quality of air in Kamloops, 
most importantly, the relationship between air quality and the health of our neighbours, 
families and employees. We also respect your efforts to raise public awareness about this 
important topic. The purpose of this letter is in hope that we can agree on the facts about local 
air quality and work together.   
 
As you know, the Ajax leadership team and many of the project’s workers live here. Our 
families and friends are here as well so like you, we will do whatever possible to protect our 
environment and safeguard human health. 
 
Our environmental team is dedicating a great deal of focus and resources to ensure that, as a 
renewed industrial activity in Kamloops, we not only comply with all air quality regulations but 
we set the highest standards related to avoidance, mitigation and monitoring of air quality.  We 
will employ the most current science-based air quality monitoring systems and we will use the 
most advanced technology available to either eliminate or minimize any effect of our 
operations may have on local air quality.   
 
Your passion about the future of the air quality is commendable, and we are committed to 
answering the questions that you have raised.  
 
Thank you for affirming in your recent presentation at TRU your belief that people are entitled 
to information based in fact and science. We agree.  We understand this can be a very complex 
science, which makes it challenging for individuals and organizations to make informed 
decisions.   
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As a physician, you play an important role in helping others determine what matters most to 
their health and well-being. With that in mind, and in the spirit of full disclosure, I want to 
assure you there will not be a smelter. It is not part of the proposed Ajax Mine project, at any 
stage. While we understand others have made that charge and you simply echoed their 
statements, please know that any suggestion about a smelter causes needless fear that is of no 
benefit to our community.   
 
Again, we are reaching out to you in the spirit of achieving our mutual goals of a fact-based 
discussion and a healthy Kamloops. As we gather the facts and science-based answers to the 
questions that have been raised about our project, we ask for your patience as we complete 
these studies and analysis.   
 
At the same time, we hope all citizens of Kamloops, including health advocates like you, will 
partner with us to ensure air quality stewardship in this community. 
 
With that in mind, we would like to arrange for the health and environment experts who are 
conducting studies on Ajax to convene with you and your Kamloops Physicians for a Health 
Environment colleagues for a conversation regarding our ongoing research and its scope.   
 
We welcome your input and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Yves Lacasse 
External Affairs Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





April 16, 2014 

 

 

 

Dr. Jill Calder 

c/o Royal Inland Hospital 

311 Columbia Street 

Kamloops BC, V2C 2T1 

 

Dear Dr. Calder, 

Thank you for your response regarding our invitation to meet to discuss your concerns about our Ajax Project. We 
have carefully considered your requests and while we might disagree about the form of the proposed meeting, we 
believe we can provide the kind of information you seek. 

Our hope in meeting now, in private and before the independent studies have finished, is to gain a better sense of 
the direction you feel we should take as we research and review the important health and air quality issues as part 
of the government-mandated environmental assessment process. 

We would like to join with you and your colleagues to gain your insight concerning the kinds of studies you see as 
necessary as the Ajax Project works its way through this rigorous process. We believe that such a preliminary 
conversation is best undertaken in an environment that fosters meaningful, frank discussion and debate. 

We feel it may be too early to have such a discussion in a public setting, as there is little in the way of tangible 
results from our ongoing studies to present. We have held six larger public meetings over the last few years, as 
well as more than a dozen small group meetings (and the small group meetings continue). While larger public 
forums have been and will again be appropriate as our studies are complete, today we feel they will result in more 
heat than light, more spectacle than substance. 

We look forward to participating in open public forums as key milestones are reached (such as the completion of 
our studies), but we don’t believe it would provide a productive climate for technical discussions at this time. It is 
also important to note that practical consultation in a non-public setting allows our consultants the opportunity to 
ask and answer questions without concern of any risk to the government-mandated environmental assessment 
processes. 

Please know, we are not looking for support for the project from your group; instead we are looking for insight and 
advice. 

It would be worthwhile to talk about air quality in Kamloops, especially about the National Pollutant Release 
Inventory (NPRI) data. Right now we are not able to provide comparable data on emission quantities for the Ajax 
Project.  This work is not yet complete. 



We are interested, however, in your insights regarding the NPRI data and how these numbers should be 
interpreted. We can describe to you how we intend to utilize the data. Again, your insights into these matters 
could help our experts as they model and weigh the effects of the Ajax Project and propose possible mitigations. 

We want to consult and work with your group to ultimately provide the public the kind of information it needs as 
Ajax is weighed and considered. We look forward to hearing from you again regarding our invitation for in-depth 
and private discussions about these important topics in advance of a public forum. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Yves Lacasse 





 
Operated by: 

 
 

124 Seymour Street, Kamloops British Columbia, Canada  V2C 2E1 
Telephone: 778.471.8149 (KGHM)  Facsimile: 778.471.2551 

 

Operated by: 
KGHM International Ltd. 
 

 
 
 
June 10, 2014 
 
 
 
Dr. Jill Calder 
Kamloops Physicians for a  
Healthy Environment Society 
c/o 311 Columbia Street 
Kamloops, BC  V2C 2T1 

Dear Dr. Calder: 

As you are aware, our company made a public announcement on May 29th to inform the community of 
some significant changes to our mine plan.  Those changes come as a result of input we have received 
from the community.  Our efforts to build the best possible project, one that is safe, socially and 
environmentally responsible, are ongoing, which is the reason why I am reaching out to you again. 

We are committed to working with everyone in the community, including you and your colleagues.  
While our previous exchanges indicate that we may disagree on the forum, our experts continue to want 
to meet with you and your KPHE colleagues.  We remain interested in KPHE’s input into our ongoing 
environmental and health studies.  

As we expressed in our previous offers, we want the best science and we strongly believe that your 
input and expertise could help not only our project but the entire community.  Once again, I would like 
to invite you and your colleagues to meet, in a private setting, our consulting experts to discuss our 
ongoing studies.  As we have said in the past, we believe there will be a time for public discussion but 
would like this exercise in collaboration to take place in a more conducive setting. 

In the interim, I would like to inform you about our Open Houses on June 24th and 25th at the Coast 
Kamloops Conference Centre, and invite you and your colleagues to attend to learn more about the new 
Ajax Project site plan.  I would be happy to set aside some private for your group to meet with our staff. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Yves Lacasse 
External Affairs Manager 
KGHM International - Ajax Project 
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