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Purpose of the presentation

This session is to

• Assist participants in finding the relevant information in the review of the 
Marathon Palladium Project

• Provide information about the public hearing process

• Explain how you can participate in the public hearing

• Answer questions

This session is not meant for

• Discussing technical aspects of the Project or its environmental effects

• Speaking on behalf of the Panel – all communications must be in writing 
and posted to the Registry
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General Information
• Canadian Impact Assessment Registry

• Key documents for the public hearing

• Environmental assessment steps

• Public hearing information and timelines 
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Canadian Impact Assessment 
Registry
Reminders

• Serves as the record for the 
environmental assessment

• Provides public access to all 
records

• Aids transparency and public 
participation

• Assigns CIAR# to documents for 
easy reference

• Panel must only consider 
information on the Registry and 
confidential information

• Hub for information related to 
the public hearing – including 
link to watch virtual hearing and 
written transcripts

• Project number 54755 –
https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/
54755
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Key documents

• Notice of Public Hearing (CIAR# 957)

• Public Hearing Procedures (CIAR# 956)

• Public Hearing Q&A (CIAR# 966)

• Compilation of Key Documents (CIAR# 728)

• Amended Joint Review Panel Agreement and Terms of Reference 
(CIAR# 730) 

• Guidelines for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement 
(CIAR# 150)
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https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/142332
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/142331E.pdf
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/142470E.pdf
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/137569E.pdf
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/137597E.pdf
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/51569E.pdf


EA steps

Step 1 - Information 
Gathering

• Review of EIS, EIS Addendum, responses to information requests

• Issued on December 7, 2021 

• Sufficiency determination (CIAR# 955)

• Notice of hearing (CIAR# 957)

• Public Hearing Procedures (CIAR# 956)

Step 2 –
Information Testing

• Public hearing – begins March 14, 2022

• The public hearing will be held virtually due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic

• Expect there will be 20 to 30 days of hearings

Step 3 - Report

• Panel conclusions written in report submitted to federal and provincial ministers of the environment
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https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/142330
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/142332
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/142331


Public hearing information
Purpose

• Provide the Review Panel with the opportunity to gather and test the information it 
requires to prepare its report

• Hear the views of participants (e.g. individuals, Indigenous groups, organizations, 
government agencies, GenPGM)

3 session types

• General – Participants, including local residents, provide overall views, comments and 
conclusions on any aspect within the Panel’s mandate and within the scope of the review

• Community – Interests and traditional knowledge of Indigenous communities

• Topic-specific – Environmental effects on valued ecosystem components (e.g. water 
quality, species at risk, vegetation)

Conduct

• Public Hearing Procedures – rules governing the hearing (CIAR# 956)

• Q&A document – answers to common questions (CIAR# 966)
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https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/142331E.pdf
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p54755/142470E.pdf


Public hearing timelines

Sufficiency 
of 
information 
determined

Public 
hearing 
announced

December 7

Deadline to 
register to 
participate 
in the 
hearing

February 12

Deadline 
for written 
submissions

February 25

Public 
hearing 
begins

March 14
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Hearing Submissions
• What they are

• How to submit
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What is a written submission?

• Summarizes participants views and present facts relevant to the 
environmental effects of the Project

• Can discuss anything within the scope of the EA – see Panel Terms of 
Reference 
• Environmental and socio-economic effects

• Effectiveness of proposed mitigation measures

• Follow-up and monitoring programs
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How to provide a written submission

How to submit

• Email Panel Secretariat 
marathonminereview-
examenminemarathon@iaac-
aeic.gc.ca

When

• Deadline: February 25, 2022

Tips

• Make PDF searchable

• Bookmarks

• Match page numbers to PDF 
page for easy reference

• Reference other documents by 
CIAR# and PDF page
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Participation
• Participation options

• Registration

• Oral presentations

• Written submissions

• Questioning

• Virtual hearings
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Participation options

• Information may be presented to the Review 
Panel by:

• Oral presentation only, 

• Oral presentation accompanied by a written 
submission, 

• Written submission only. 

• Participants who would like to make an oral 
presentation to the Review Panel and ask
questions of hearing participants must 
register.

• Anyone can submit a written submission or 
observe the hearing without registering. 

• Participants with similar views are 
encouraged to consider making a joint 
presentation and identifying a spokesperson 
to receive questions for the group when 
registering. 
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Registration
Participants who would like to make an oral presentation to the Panel and ask questions of hearing 
participants must register:

When

• By February 12, 2022

How

• Email Panel Secretariat marathonminereview-examenminemarathon@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

Include

• Registration for which type of session: general, community or topic-specific

• Whether registering as an individual or group

• Name and contact information

• Brief synopsis of information to be presented

• Whether translation services are required

• Whether represented by legal counsel
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Oral presentations

• Opportunity to have your views heard and recorded as transcripts on 
the public record

• Visual aids welcome

• Time allocations differ by session type
• General – 15 minutes

• Topic-specific – 20 minutes

• Community – no limit

• Contributing experts should be available to answer questions
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Written submissions

• Participants who make a written submission only, should understand 
that they may still be required to attend the hearing session to 
answer questions.

• Written submissions deadline: February 25, 2022

• Hyperlinks to websites, journals and /or articles will not be accepted 
as part of the record unless the information is summarized in the 
Participant’s own words
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Questioning

• Registered participants may ask questions AND be asked questions
• By Panel, GenPGM, other registered participants

• Questions should help clarify information and provide better 
understanding of environmental effects
• Not an opportunity for comments or statements

• The Panel chair oversees the process
• Determines the question order and may halt questioning that veers off topic

• May request an answer via an undertaking if a question cannot be answered 
immediately
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Questioning

Tips

• Be respectful – questions should 
not be adversarial or resemble 
cross-examination

• Try to be clear and concise

• Try not to be shy – questions and 
answer can reveal valuable 
information

Undertakings

• Questions to be answered at a 
later date
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Virtual hearings

• Public hearing will be held on Zoom and livestreamed on YouTube

• Virtual Hearing Protocol in Public Hearing Procedures (CIAR# 956)

Zoom

• Panel, GenPGM, registered 
participants

• Link provided to presenter 24h in 
advance

• Enter lobby 15 minutes prior

YouTube

• Anyone can observe the hearing 
without registering

• Link shared on Registry prior to 
public hearing

• Recording available for 30 days
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Virtual hearings

• Camera on only when actively participating

• Zoom Host can display documents for participants

• When requesting documents to be displayed, provide:
• CIAR#

• Document title

• PDF page number to be displayed

• No use of Zoom chat for conversations – use other messaging means

• Caucusing allowed on request – camera on and microphone off
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Questions
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