
 
 

   
 

 Public Hearing Procedures Questions and Answers - Marathon Palladium Project 

On September 23, 2021, the Joint Review Panel (the Panel) for the proposed Marathon Palladium 

Project (the Project) invited the public to review and comment on the draft Public Hearing Procedures 

(CIAR #934). All comments have been considered and the Public Hearing Procedures have been finalized 

and are available on the Registry (CIAR #956).  

The procedures outline how the public hearing will be organized and how parties can participate at the 

hearing. Additional information on the process is presented below. An Information Session will be held 

virtually on January 11, 2022 to help Participants prepare for the public hearing. The timing and log on 

information will be provided in early January.   

1. What is the objective of the public hearing? 

The objective of the public hearing is for the Panel to gather the information still required to complete 

its assessment of the environmental effects associated with the Project. The public hearing will also 

provide opportunities for: 

 The proponent, Generation PGM Inc. (GenPGM), to describe the Project and respond to 

concerns and questions raised by other Participants; 

 Participants to share their perspectives on the potential environmental and socio-economic 

effects of the Project;  

 GenPGM and Participants to question information that has been provided by other Participants. 

 

2. What is the role of the Panel? 

The Panel has been mandated to conduct a review of the potential environmental effects of the Project 

in accordance with its Terms of Reference. This mandate requires the Panel to hold a public hearing that 

is open to public participation. 

The Panel is committed to conducting the public hearing in a manner that provides for a full examination 

of relevant issues within the Panel’s mandate, and encourages public input and participation in a fair 

and equitable manner, with co-operation and courtesy. Throughout the public hearing, the Panel may 

change the procedures, including modifying activities or timelines, if they believe that the objectives can 

be better achieved by taking a different approach.  

3. What is the role of the Panel Secretariat? 

The Panel Secretariat provides administrative, technical and procedural support services to the Panel. 

The Panel Secretariat can be contacted at marathonminereview-examenminemarathon@iaac-aeic.gc.ca.  

4.  What is the role of the Proponent? 

GenPGM will participate in all public hearing sessions and make presentations at the different types of 

sessions, as appropriate, to provide an overview of the relevant information about the Project including 

its associated environmental effects and the effectiveness of proposed mitigation measures. They are 
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also expected to have experts available to answer questions from the Panel and other Participants at the 

appropriate hearing session. 

5.  Who can participate in the public hearing? 

Any individual, organization, Indigenous group, government agency, institution or other entity can 

register to participate in the public hearing. Anyone wishing to observe but not participate in the 

hearing is not required to register. Details on joining the virtual public hearing can be found in the 

Virtual Hearing Protocol (Appendix B of CIAR #956).  

6. Why is the public hearing virtual? 

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic continues to pose health risks that prevent the Panel from holding 

hearing sessions in person considering the duration of hearing sessions and the number of people that 

would share a space indoors. Since the Panel is required to provide a minimum of 45-day notice of the 

start of the public hearing, the status of the COVID-19 pandemic at the start of the hearing is uncertain.  

7.  Why do I need to register to participate in the public hearing? 

Registration in advance allows the Panel Secretariat to set a schedule for the public hearing and will 

ensure the Participant has the opportunity to make an oral statement or presentation. Participants 

wishing to give an oral presentation must register, or have someone register on their behalf, by 

contacting the Panel Secretariat at marathonminereview-examenminemarathon@iaac-aeic.gc.ca at 

least 30 calendar days in advance of the start of the public hearing. Participants that have not registered 

in advance may register at the beginning of any session with the Panel Secretariat and if time allows, 

may be permitted to make an oral statement.  

8.  Which session should I attend? 

The public hearing will consist of General, Topic-Specific, and Community sessions. Participants may 

choose to register for different sessions throughout the public hearing. 

 General hearing sessions will allow GenPGM and Participants to present their overall 

conclusions regarding the environmental and socio-economic effects of the Project, as well as to 

ask questions of other Participants. 

 Topic-Specific hearing sessions will allow GenPGM to present their overall conclusions in 

relation to the subject for that session. Subject matter experts with specialized knowledge can 

inform the Panel of the results of their technical review of the potential environmental and 

socio-economic effects of the Project. 

 Community hearing sessions will allow GenPGM to present aspects of the Project of particular 

interest to Indigenous communities. Indigenous groups will be able to share their views and any 

concerns related to the Project, including those related to the location, extent and exercise of 

Aboriginal and Treaty rights that might be affected by the Project. 

The subjects anticipated to be discussed at the Topic-Specific sessions are: 

Geology and Geochemistry 
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• pit slope stability 

• geochemical assessment 

• acid rock drainage and metal leaching 

• assessment of alternatives for mine waste disposal 

Hydrogeology 

• seepage from the process solids management facility and mine rock storage facility 

• groundwater quality and quantity 

Hydrology and Climate Change 

• surface water quality and quantity 

• effects of climate change 

• water management plan 

Aquatic Environment 

• aquatic ecology 

• fish and fish habitat 

• fisheries 

Terrestrial Environment 

• terrain and soils 

• vegetation 

• wildlife and species at risk including Caribou 

Human Environment 

• human health 

• social, economic and cultural impacts 

• air quality and noise impacts 

• archaeology 

• resource use 

Decommissioning and Closure Plan, Environmental Management, Cumulative Effects 

9.  Can I ask questions at the hearing? 

People who have registered will be permitted to ask questions of anyone who makes an oral 

presentation at the public hearing. Participants must be courteous and respectful when asking 

questions, and questioning is not intended to be adversarial in nature or to resemble cross-examination. 

10.  How do I provide information to the Panel? 

For the General or Community Sessions, information can be shared with the Panel via either written 

submission or oral presentations. For the Technical Sessions, information must be provided in both 

written and oral formats. Written submissions must be sent to the Panel Secretariat at least fifteen (15) 



 
 

   
 

calendar days prior to the start of the public hearing. This will give the Panel and other Participants time 

to review the information prior to the public hearing. Visual aids accompanying oral presentation must 

be sent to the Panel Secretariat 7 days in advance of the start of the session they will be used in. Visual 

aids that support a written submission should summarize the written submission and should not contain 

new information. 

Comments can be submitted at any time until the end of the public hearing on the Canadian Impact 

Assessment Registry page for the Project or by email to the Panel Secretariat at marathonminereview-

examenminemarathon@iaac-aeic.gc.ca. 

11.  What if I have confidential information to share? 

If you intend to submit confidential information to the Panel, you should make the request in writing as 

early as possible, in accordance with the Final Procedure for Requesting Confidentiality (CIAR #212). 

12. Why must written submissions be submitted in advance of the public hearing? 

Written submissions must be sent to the Panel Secretariat fifteen (15) calendar days in advance of the 

beginning of the public hearing. This will provide time to the Panel and other Participants to consider 

the information prior to the hearing. 

13. What should be included in written submissions and oral presentations? 

Oral presentations for the Topic-Specific sessions should be related to the topic being presented that 

day. Written submissions and presentations at the General, Community and Topic-Specific hearing 

sessions may be on any aspect of the Project within the scope of the environmental assessment. This 

includes, but is not limited to: 

 The purpose of and need for the Project; 

 Alternatives to the Project and the environmental effects of such alternatives; 

 Alternative means of carrying out the Project that are technically and economically feasible; 

 The significance of the environmental effects of the Project including from accidents or 

malfunctions; 

 Any cumulative environmental effects that are likely to result from the Project in combination 

with other projects or activities; 

 Mitigation measures that could reduce the significance of environmental effects; 

 Follow-up and monitoring programs for the Project; 

 Community knowledge, including Indigenous community and traditional knowledge; 

 Indigenous traditional and community knowledge; 

 Information related to the nature and scope of potential or established Aboriginal and Treaty 

rights in the area of the Project; 

 Information on the potential adverse environmental effects that the Project may have on these 

rights. 

For a complete list of factors that are considered in the environmental assessment, consult Section 2 of 

the Joint Review Panel’s Terms of Reference (CIAR #730)  
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14. How will information presented by Indigenous groups be used to inform the Panel’s report? 

The role of the Panel is to conduct an environmental assessment of the potential adverse environmental 

effects of the Project. As per paragraph 5(1)(c) of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012, the 

environmental effects that are to be taken into account include, “with respect to aboriginal peoples, an 

effect occurring in Canada of any change that may be caused to the environment on: 

(i) health and socio-economic conditions, 

(ii) physical and cultural heritage, 

(iii) the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes, or 

(iv) any structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural 

significance.” 

Under section 2.4 of its Terms of Reference, the Panel is mandated to invite information from 

Indigenous groups related to the nature and scope of potential or established Aboriginal and Treaty 

rights in the area of the Project, as well as information on the potential adverse environmental effects 

that the Project may have on potential or established Aboriginal and Treaty rights. As per section 2.6 of 

its Terms of Reference, the Panel will use this information to make recommendations, which relate to 

the manner in which the environmental effects of the Project may adversely impact potential or 

established Aboriginal and Treaty rights. 

15. How will I view the public hearing? 

The public hearing will be live streamed on YouTube and a recording will be made available for 30 days 

after the end of the public hearing. 

Transcripts of the public hearing will be prepared and posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment 

Registry (reference number 54755) as soon as possible following each hearing day. 

All documents related to the public hearing, including written submissions, presentations, hearing 

schedules and undertakings will also be posted on the Registry. 

16.  Can I receive funding to participate in the public hearing? 

Participant funding for the environmental assessment process is allocated by the Impact Assessment 

Agency of Canada. Participants interested in funding can consult the Participant Funding Program 

webpage or direct questions to fp-paf@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or 1-866-582-1884.  

17.  What happens after the public hearing? 

After all of the presentations and questioning, Participants will be given an opportunity to provide 

closing remarks. The deadline for closing remarks will be determined before the end of the hearing. 

Closing remarks must not contain any new information and must only summarize information already 

on the record. The Panel will then close the public record for the environmental assessment of the 

Project and no new information will be admitted. 

The Panel will prepare and submit to the federal Minister of the Environment and Climate Change and 

the provincial Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks a Report including, a description of 
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the Joint Review Panel process, their rationale, conclusions and recommendations relating to the 

environmental assessment of the Project, including any recommended mitigation measures and follow-

up programs, and a summary of information received from the Participants. For the federal Minister, the 

Panel must also include information on the justifiability of any significant adverse environmental effects. 

For the provincial Minister, the Panel must give a recommendation on whether the Project should be 

approved to proceed, along with any conditions. 

For more information on the requirements of the Panel report, consult section 3.16 to 3.23 of the Joint 

Review Panel’s Terms of Reference (CIAR #730). 

18.  Where can I get more information? 

For more information visit the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry webpage for the Project at 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/54755. The Public Hearing Procedures are also available on 

the Registry (CIAR #956). 
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