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--- Upon commencing at 8:56 a.m./L’audience débute à 8h56 

 

--- (Opening Ceremonies) 

 

27433. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Before the singers disperse; thank you very 

much for opening our day with your energy and enthusiasm and your talent. 

 

27434. Good morning everyone.   

 

27435. Ms. Humchitt, I will turn it over to you to call the first witness. 

 

27436. Thank you. 

 

27437. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 

27438. It was with great honour and respect that I call upon Evelyn Windsor to 

approach.  Evelyn has asked Fran Brown to assist her in her oral presentation and I 

believe she also wants one of her nieces to stand with her in support during her 

presentation. 

 

27439. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Good morning, Ms. Windsor.  Thank you for 

being with us.  And I hope you had a good birthday celebration last evening. 

 

27440. I understand that maybe someone else is going to read your statement; is 

that correct.  Are you going to make comments and then someone else is going to 

read your statement for you? 

 

27441. MS. EVELYN WINDSOR:  Yes. 

 

27442. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So, Ms. Hales, if we could get both people 

sworn at the same time that would be helpful. 

 

27443. Thank you.     

 

EVELYN WINDSOR:  Affirmed  

FRANCIS BROWN:  Affirmed 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MS. 

EVELYN WINDSOR: 

 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Ms. Evelyn Windsor 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

27444. MS. FRANCIS BROWN (on behalf of Evelyn Windsor):  As was 

stated, I’ll be reading on behalf of Nuaqawa, my aunt, Evelyn Windsor. 

 

27445. (Speaking in native language), honoured guests, (speaking in native 

language), Chiefs, ladies of high standing, people, beloved children, honoured guests, 

thank you for being here. 

 

27446. (Speaking in native language).  My name is Nuaqawa, Evelyn Windsor.  I 

come from the house of Wa’akas of the Oweekeno.  I was born in Rivers Inlet.  My 

father’s name is Simon Wa’akas and my mother’s name is Lila Hailamas.  I was 

taken away to residential school at the age of five to the age of 12 years.   

 

27447. I married into the Heiltsuk tribe.  My husband, Marshall Windsor, and 

three of our children and one grandson have predeceased me.  I still have two of my 

children residing here, along with four grandchildren. 

 

27448. I have been living amongst the Heiltsuk for 66 years. 

 

27449. MS. EVELYN WINDSOR:  When I was five years old, I was taken 

away from my parents, my grandparents, and all my family.   

 

27450. I spent from five years old to seven years old then I finally began to go to 

classroom schooling.  The first years I was there I wandered around; there was 

nowhere to go, nothing to do but just hang around in the basement of the school, in 

the playgrounds, I couldn’t go out there. 

 

27451. It was a very different experience for me, from having come from a 

beautiful home that my grandparents were always there for me when my parents were 

working.  My parents were always there when they weren’t working. 

 

27452. They taught me many things.  They included me in everything, everything 

that they did.  When they worked on fish for the coming winter, I was there and my 

hands were right in it and they never told me:  “Go away.  Go play somewhere else.”  

They just let me go right ahead and they said:  “You’re helping.  Bring me something.  

Go get me this stick that goes across the fish.” and that was their way of including me 

in everything they do. 

 

27453. They were so -- I think that they were the greatest teachers.  And then, to 

get hauled away into a place where I had no love, no hugs, no … I couldn’t even 

speak English.   



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Ms. Evelyn Windsor 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

 

27454. I was lucky, though, that I was able to go home in the summertime and 

speak my language to my parents and my grandparents because they could not speak 

English and this is how I kept my language.  

 

27455. My grandparents were always there to teach me about who I was.  They 

told the community that if you see me out playing, make sure you take care of me and 

they said:  “Take care of her.  Teach her that there are -- anything is wrong, you tell 

her, explain it to her.”  This is how I grew up with the community right behind my 

parents, teaching me.  They looked after me.   

 

27456. It’s so different compared to today.  We allow our children to go out and 

we hope that the community is there to help. 

 

27457. So this is one of the things that happened to me.  My mother died when I 

was about 12 years old and I don’t know how my father got me out of the school.  

I’ve been through -- I’ve had people tell me:  “You should go and take that -- tell 

them about your schooling because they’re going to close down pretty soon, they’re 

not going to -- they’re not going to do any more about the people that have been 

abused in schools. 

 

27458. I left all those locked in my head.  I can’t even remember and I don’t want 

to remember.  I saw one -- one of the girls that -- ladies that live here, after she had 

been through this explaining about what happened to her, she lost her mind.  She 

wasn’t the same person any more. 

 

27459. It’s scary and I don’t want to talk about it or try to remember anything 

about those days in that school.  I want to have a good mind.  I want to be myself.  I 

don’t want to lose everything. 

 

27460. So this is something that I told them:  “Just file this away.  I don’t want to 

be bothered with it because, if everything comes back at me then I don’t think I’ll be 

the same person anymore.” 

 

27461. So those are the things that happened in school.  There was so much 

loneliness.  Some of us never got to go home and some of us were able to go home.  

So when I went home in the summertime, it was so great.  My parents talked to me 

some more about life.   

 

27462. I remember when my father was dying, he said:  “What’s going to happen 
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to me when I die?”  I couldn’t figure out what is he asking.  “I don’t know what’s 

going to happen, I said.”  “No, they say that I’m going to burn in hell.  They say 

whatever it is, I don’t know what it is but that I would go into the fire and that’s 

where I’ll live.” 

 

27463. “Who said that to you?”  “That’s what they say when the ministers came.” 

and I said:  “Dad, whatever you did in your life, you were always there helping 

people.  When your people needed wood, you helped them.  When they needed food, 

you were there to help them.  If they didn’t have a vehicle to go anywhere, you were 

there to help.  You took them out. You took them fishing, you took them hunting.  

How can they say these things to people?” 

 

27464. And I told him:  “Remember, dad, the way our people taught us that 

they’re going to be seeing their family that have died before them and they’ll be 

reunited.” and he laid there for a while and then he said:  “What about you?” and I 

said:  “Dad, you taught us many, many things; we can survive.  If we need you, all we 

have to do is think about you.  If you want to see us, you’ll be able to see us but we 

won’t be able to see you.  But you’ll -- whenever you’re in our thoughts, you’ll be 

there with us.” 

 

27465. So these are the teachings of our people, that they will always be near.  So 

when we have our ceremonies, we always include them.  We ask them to come and 

be with us whenever we’re doing something; to be our guide, to be there:  Show us 

the right way.  Make sure that we’re doing it right. 

 

27466. So this is part of our way of thinking about our Elders, why we always 

include them. 

 

27467. Many of the things that we have were lost and they were taken away from 

us.  We weren’t allowed to speak our language, we weren’t allowed to dance our 

dances.  We weren’t allowed to sing our songs.  We weren’t allowed so many things.  

They even sent the police to come and take everything away if our -- if they saw them 

in our homes:  masks, anything that was ceremonial. 

 

27468. They taught us about our ways of life that they’re symbols in our lives to 

help us through.  When a family member dies, we put food in their fire and tell them 

to have a big feast.  They say that it multiplies when you burn a dish of different 

foods. So this is one of the things that make us feel better when we have done this. 

 

27469. There are things that we do to purify us.  The tree -- the hemlock branch, 
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we use it to brush ourselves.  We have an aura around us and that helps to take way 

the hard feelings that we have.  We have so many things that we do to help us 

through. 

 

27470. I’ll let Fran continue and then I’ll break in again if I need to. 

 

27471. MS. FRANCIS BROWN (on behalf of Evelyn Windsor):   As was 

stated, she has lived amongst the Heiltsuk for 66 years and I am reading for Evelyn.   

 

27472. I have been employed by the Bella Bella Community School for 34 years, 

assisting in the revitalization and revival of Heiltsuk law.  In doing this work, I have 

been very fortunate to have spent time with the Elders, past and present, and have 

learned Heiltsuk law and Heiltsuk history. 

 

27473. Over time, language transition switched from oral to a written system to 

record and preserve history and language.   

 

27474. It is evident through the stories and songs that we’re interconnected with 

our land, sea, rivers, lakes, inlets, bays, channels, mountains and animals which all 

have names in Heiltsuk.  I wish to draw to your attention names of mountains located 

within Heiltsuk tribal areas. 

 

27475. Mnsgmaxi Mountain is located in Oo-yaa-leetx territory; the outside 

people.  Qa’cukvmi Mountain is located in Qvugvai territory.  People of the Qvugvai 

are calm water people. 

 

27476. Qagmi Mountain is located in Oo-yaa-leetx territory; inside people.  

Qu’cukvmi Mountain is located in east Yisdaitxv territory; people of Yisda.  Cilhik 

Mountain is located in Nuluitx people of Nulu. 

 

27477. They each have their own story and I will tell the story of how the 

Heiltsuk survived the great flood. 

 

27478. This particular story was told by the late Beatrice Brown and it is a part of 

the oral history that has been passed down from generation to generation. 

 

27479. At the time of the great flood people started climbing up Qagmi Roscoe 

Mountain.  As the water continued to rise Qagmi Roscoe Mountain hollered at 

Mnsgma Hunter Mountain, “I am being covered with water”.  Mnsgma Hunter 

Mountain told Qagmi Roscoe Mountain, “Get ready, I am going to throw a chunk off 
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the top of my mountain to you”.  The chunk of mountain in Roscoe did not get 

covered and the people were saved.   

 

27480. It is said today you can still see that Mnsgma Hunter Mountain has a big 

hole and Qagmi Roscoe Mountain has a big chunk of rock on top.  This is how the 

Heiltsuk survived the great flood. 

 

27481. Our ancestors were very knowledgeable.  Every month of the year was 

named according to what is happening in the environment.  April is called Qmsista, 

which means moon tipped over.  When the moon is tipped crescent moon it indicates 

that the herring are ready to spawn or are spawning.  May is called Hinxsm, which 

means fish moon, and it is time to gather salmon species.   

 

27482. Our ancestors also watched the hemlock cattail; when they turn green it 

indicates that the seaweed is growing.  Families would then pack up to go to their 

campsites out by the open sea.  After they picked the seaweed they would lay it out 

on the flat rocks and sun and wind-dry the seaweed.   

 

27483. They kept themselves busy all the time they were at camp, gathering all 

kinds of traditional food.  They also gathered cod, halibut, lingcod, rock cod, wild 

game, medicinal plants and cedar bark.  The people ate all the food fresh out of the 

ocean and they worked hard to preserve for the winter months.  When they had 

enough they moved back to their villages. 

 

27484. Cedar was also gathered in the spring.  It was used for clothing.  Branches 

were used to make baskets for gathering cell foods, barbeque sticks for salmon, 

hanging sticks for the salmon to smoke in the smokehouse, seaweed racks, baskets for 

picking berries and using to carry and pack things.  Cedar branches are also used to 

do spiritual cleansing by the mouth of the river.   

 

27485. Cedar is our tree of life.  It is used for ceremonial purposes, to build our 

big houses, our homes, our canoes, masks, totem poles, grave houses, caskets, 

mortuary poles, talking sticks, storage boxes, rattles, spoons, bowls and cradles. 

 

27486. MS. EVELYN WINDSOR:  I brought a picture of a big house.  When we 

were putting things together -- I am very thankful to Jennifer Carpenter and the 

people here for accepting the work that I have been doing for them, and as well as for 

anyone else that needs to know about their history.   

 

27487. Over on that table I have a picture of the inside of a big house, and if I 
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may, I’d like to explain some of it to you. 

 

27488. The people are very busy inside the house.  I remember my father -- my 

parents they lived in the addition to this, was a lean-to, I guess you’d call it, and that 

was their bedroom.  Over in this corner was my mother’s aunt and her husband and 

that’s who I stayed with most of the time.   

 

27489. Over here was a little room, like a daycare.  Kids -- that when people -- 

parents were out the children played around in this area so that they could be seen and 

that they won’t get hurt.  There was always aunts around that helped grandmothers 

look after the children.  And they were learning as they played; they were taught 

many things. 

 

27490. I remember myself that one time when I was -- when my grandmother was 

trying to teach me how to sew and I was sitting at her knee and holding my sewing on 

her knee and when I got up to go show it to my parents I had sewn my sewing to her 

dress. 

 

27491. And things like that; so this was the learning area as well. 

 

27492. In this area is, kids are playing and this is a story -- a grandfather telling 

stories to the children. 

 

27493. In this area was like a guest place.  They had cedar bark for a divider so 

that when we had guests come and stay with us this was their area. 

 

27494. Way over in this corner was where my mother’s father lived, and he 

always had my brother next to me under his wings teaching him all the things that he 

was to be doing as he grew. 

 

27495. Over here is some more things happening; this mother and her baby, and 

they’re working. 

 

27496. This is a man teaching the little boy carving, showing him how to use the 

tools for carving. 

 

27497. Over in here there’s a couple, and over here you see people cooking -- the 

cooking area.  They didn’t have pots and pans like we do today so they had cooking 

stones.  When they got hot they would dip it in the water to get the ashes off and then 

put it into the pot that they were cooking, probably fish.  Water in here with fish in it 
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and you put the stone in there to cook. 

 

27498. So all these things are just showing how people lived. 

 

27499. Up here is some things that need to be kept dry.  Probably this is where 

they kept the ceremonial things.  They didn’t have them out on display, they were put 

away. 

 

27500. And if you wanted to know about ceremonial things there’s so much to 

say about it.  I’m wearing a cedar bark hat and it’s worn.  People give them away to 

the people that have come.  They give the strand of cedar to everyone and it is for 

protection.  I wear it when I go to do my dancing at the cedar bark ceremonial time. 

 

27501. Cedar bark ceremonial is about the beginning of man.  When he was still 

in wild, I guess that’s what you’d call it, he learned how to stand.  And each time he 

came out he’s getting a little bit more upright, and then the fourth time he is in his 

regalia, doing his dance.   

 

27502. It is so important, I used to think that I heard -- I hear this story so many 

times when I was just growing, and this is one of the things about passing on the 

history.  It didn’t matter how many times I heard that story and then I finally 

understood it.  Because these were not written, we had nothing written, everything 

was passed down.   

 

27503. We see people that have told stories, and they have put carvings or rock 

paintings on the shorelines.  If you ever go to my home you’ll see a huge whale, it’s 

probably from that window to that door, and it’s carved into the rock on the shoreline.  

You can see it in the fall time when the kelp falls off.  These things are for us to 

remember.   

 

27504. You asked if what -- why do we wear a crest, what are these crests, what 

do they mean?  I have mine on my vest.  It has five fins.  In my home it says that long 

ago we were given a river and one of the whales was stranded at the -- in the lake -- it 

became a lake after -- and it died there.   

 

27505. And our people built their five houses -- big houses like this -- on the back 

of the whale.  So those five fins represent the house and if you see anyone wearing 

this you’ll know where they came from.  They came from Oweekeno.  And these are 

stories that you keep so that you’ll always know where you came from.   

 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Ms. Evelyn Windsor 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

27506. Other people will be wearing the raven.  It is said that the raven and the 

whale and the eagle had a race to see who is the highest.  The raven said the bird life 

cannot flap its wings; the whale cannot come up for surf -- come up to the surface for 

air, we must go around this inlet and come back out and whoever comes out first will 

be the highest Chief.   

 

27507. My father was Raven, my mother was Thunderbird, the Eagle, and 

everybody here knows their -- that -- their crest.  And in school we tried to teach the 

story of those crests.  The stories that are given and they danced on Friday down here, 

and we learn about who we are, where we come from.  These are things that we’ve 

been passing on to the children.  So this is part of -- a short part of our crest, knowing 

about our crest.   

 

27508. My father owned a totem pole and I used to hear -- and it stands in Stanley 

Park.  It is said that we were heathen, that we worshiped the totem pole, we worships 

all of these things.  We gave thanks to them, we hold them with our vests -- wearing 

vests that have the crest on there, we have pictures, and these are the things that help 

us through life.   

 

27509. There was a story about the black duck; four hunters went out to go and 

see if they can find some food and they came to -- this was down at Namu area, going 

south, or quay going south.  And they were going down south and they heard all this 

noise and they thought, I wonder who’s doing all the singing; we should go and find 

out.   

 

27510. So they went around this island and it was a lot of birds diving and coming 

up to the surface with eelgrass hanging around their heads, neck, back and these 

eelgrass that they had on them were full of herring.   

 

27511. And our people learned that herring eggs were edible and at that time they 

say we’ll have to remember that this is the time to gather it.  And so that’s one of the 

things that we have learned about through the birds.  There’s other animals that we 

learn from, what is edible.   

 

27512. I have been teaching the -- some of the medicines that are around us.  It is 

so important that we learn about our plants, and these are some of the things that we 

have done in class, and each spring we go out and gather and we take the kids with 

us.   

 

27513. What is edible, what can be made into tea, everything around us has got 
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something to give to us.  These plant lives, they’re living and we must give thanks to 

them each time we take them.   

 

27514. It is said that we give thanks to the tree for its bark because we make 

things to wear at ceremonies, we tell the tree that this is going to be for ceremonial 

purpose.  If this is going to be for -- the wood was kept safe for wood, that the wood 

was saved for fire, tools, everything.  So we told the tree if we had to cut it down, we 

need you.  We need you for all of these.   

 

27515. So these are things that were passed on to us that we must give thanks to 

everything that we take and never to overtake.  Not too much, enough to last.  If 

you’re making medicine, enough to make just for a few days and then you make 

fresh, not a whole lot of.  And that is something that has always been taught to us.   

 

27516. MS. FRANCIS BROWN (on behalf of Evelyn Windsor):  Spruce root 

was also gathered to make baskets and hats.  Yew wood, being a strong hardwood 

was used to make tools, bows and arrows, and halibut hooks.   

 

27517. Hemlock is the only tree used for herring -- for the herring to spawn on.  

The sap is used for medicine and also cooked for food.  The branches are also used 

for blessing and healing.   

 

27518. Alder tree bark is used as a blood cleanser and it is also used to dye -- used 

as a dye for cedar ceremonial wear.  Young cottonwood tree sap can be eaten for a 

food supplement.  Spruce, jack, and pine pits is used for medicinal purposes and was 

also used for glue.   

 

27519. Along our rivers, lakes, and streams is where we gather our most potent 

poisonous plant that is used for spiritual baths, spiritual cleansing of our homes, and 

is also used as a form of liniment for aches and pains.   

 

27520. The ocean and the beaches also provide medicinal plants with healing 

properties.  There’s a green plant that looks like aloe vera in a skinnier form that is 

good for sprains.   

 

27521. During the time of the smallpox epidemic, a lady jumped overboard 

because she didn’t want to bring the disease home to her village.  As she swam 

around, away from the canoe, the water all around her was getting milky.  The 

saltwater and kelp was healing her. 
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27522. Our ancestors also observed the birds and animals to learn what was edible 

and how to eat it.  This is also a part of recorded history. 

 

27523. Today, we still bakvla, gather traditional foods.  We still gather medicinal 

plants, cedar bark.  We still tell our nuym, our stories.  We still practise the ways of 

preserving our foods.  We still sing our songs that connect us to our land, sea, 

resources, territories, those who have gone before us and our Creator. 

 

27524. Everything is interconnected, and the odds of an oil spill are too high and 

it puts our whole way of life at risk and all our lives at risk. 

 

27525. The potlatch is our gwi’i’las, laws of our ancestors.  This is where we 

practise our law and the Chiefs have the power and authority to make decisions, and 

they also validate what has taken place. 

 

27526. You are all invited into our house to witness our laws, our way of life and 

to bring a clear message that we are the keepers of our lands and we wish to have a 

sustainable, healthy environment for our children’s children and those yet unborn. 

 

27527. The potlatch was also a way of preserving family history, telling family 

history, sacred dances, masked dances, stories, songs, memorial potlatches, name-

giving ceremonies, marriages, coming of age ceremonies, uplifting of babies. 

 

27528. It also brought communities together to bear witness to the cultural 

heritage and to share a meal together.  Gifts were given to recognize and thank 

everyone who came to bear witness to what was being carried out according to the 

customs. 

 

27529. As my aunt has stated, she is Oweekeno and feels privileged to be here to 

make a presentation.  She states that her culture and way of life with the Hailhzaqv is 

similar to that of the Heiltsuk.  And the mountain that saved her people from the great 

flood is called Kvamua.  According to her father, the glacier in her home is called 

Nyum Gis and it is said to hold the history of ages. 

 

27530. She also states that they have songs that sing praises to the Creator.  Her 

father’s song says “Give praise to me as I descend from above.”  And their cedar bark 

ceremonies is about the beginning of man. 

 

27531. New-gwen ah-kaas.  My aunt Evelyn Windsor fully supports the Heiltsuk 

and stands in solidarity with them as her village is not too far from here, and it is a 
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small village of 60 people, and they stand to lose everything as well.  She wants to 

say again the risk is too high for the whole central coast. 

 

27532. You are here.  You are here to witness the lack of opportunities we have 

for our children.  All we have is a community hall and a field.  It’s the same in her 

home of River’s Inlet.  The unemployment rate is 80 percent and the cost of living is 

very high.  We need our resources to survive. 

 

27533. And she wishes to wrap up with a prayer:   

 

“Will you teach your children what we have taught our children, 

that the earth is our mother?  What befalls the earth befalls all the 

sons of the earth.  This we know.  The earth does not belong to 

man.  Man belongs to earth.  All things are connected like the 

blood connects us all.  Man did not weave the web of life.  He is 

merely a strand in it.  Whatever he does to the web, he does to 

himself.  One thing we know, our God is also your God.  The earth 

is precious to him, and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on 

the Creator.” 

 

27534. Chief Seattle.  

 

“All things share the same breath: the beast, the tree, the man.  

The air shares its spirit with all the life it supports.”   

 

27535. Chief Seattle Dwamish, 1786 to 1886. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27536. MS. EVELYN WINDSOR:  I want to thank all of you for allowing me to 

have my say and hope that everyone understands that we live here; we care about the 

conditions that we leave it in for our children and our children’s children. 

 

27537. I have a little granddaughter.  She’s my great-granddaughter.  She’s so 

valuable to me.  So when we have children and grandchildren and great-

grandchildren, this is what we are trying to say, that we’d like to leave it for them, in 

a good condition. 

 

27538. And thank you, Heiltsuk people, for allowing me to be here to help you 

with recording your inheritance. 
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27539. I left some pictures over there on the wall to show you some of the things 

that we’ve done, and I hope someday you’ll be able to get to see the huge fish where  

-- stone fish where it must go. 

 

27540. It is amazing the ingenuity of our people long ago, how they did things 

without the tools we seem to feel that we must have.  They learned to do things, and 

so those pictures will show you some of the things that they did without the tools that 

we have today. 

 

27541. If the singers are here, I’d sure like to have them sing the geo-moo-noo-

kwa-la song that was sung at the end of the cedar bark ceremony. 

 

--- (A short pause/Courte pause) 

 

27542. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you very much for sharing your wisdom 

and your knowledge and the tremendous experience, Ms. Windsor. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27543. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you very much for the sharing of 

your wisdom, Evelyn.  It was with great honour and deepest respect that I call upon 

Fred Reid and his daughter, Raija Reid, who will be presenting on his behalf to come 

on up, please. 

 

--- (A short pause/Courte pause) 

 

RAIJA REID:  Affirmed 

FREDERIC REID:  Affirmed  

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MS. RAIJA 

REID (on behalf of Fred Reid): 

 

27544. MS. RAIJA REID (on behalf of Fred Reid):  On behalf of my father, I 

would like to welcome everybody here and to acknowledge all the people in the 

audience, the Chiefs, ladies, students, and you as well, and thank everybody for 

coming here.   

 

27545. It’s really important to go through this process and to listen to what 

everyone has to say.  Everything that I’m about to say has been relayed to me by my 

father.   
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27546. His name, as he said, is Fred Reid.  His historical family roots are from 

Kimsquit.  My father is 82 years old.  He has lived, fished and harvested in this area 

his entire life.  His wife, Violet Reid, Violet Carpenter, now Reid, her traditional 

home is Kwatna.   

 

27547. What I’m about to explain on behalf of my father is his personal 

knowledge of the impacts within our Heiltsuk territory and what the serious impacts 

from this spill will have on our food supply and our traditional territory and how this 

has the potential to devastate our existence. 

 

27548. The traditional boundaries of the Heiltsuk people are well known to the 

Heiltsuk people.  It reaches the top end of the Moore Island and extends down to the 

bottom end of Calvert Island, Cape Caution.  The Heiltsuk people controlled this 

entire area.   

 

27549. And as you’ll hear throughout other people’s speeches, we are very 

generous with our neighbours and part of our protocol was asking permission to be in 

our territories.  Also, there was internal protocols, as you’ll hear later.  When Rivers 

Inlet asked permission to pick seaweed in our territory at the bottom end of Calvert 

Island, it was graciously given to them.   

 

27550. Now, there was research done by Tony Pomeroy.  At that time it was in 

the late sixties, somewhere around ’69.  He came up from the University of Colorado.  

And at this time my dad was on council and he was directed by council to take Tony 

around to the Elders. 

 

27551. And at that time he took him to Hoffman-Harris, Birdy Humchitt, Willie 

Gladstone, Eli Wallace, Johnny Humchitt, Charlie Moody, Harry Humchitt, and 

others who gave their testimony to Tony on evidence or where you’ll go to find 

evidence of our existence.  He did this.  So -- as well as Angus Campbell.  I’m sorry.   

 

27552. So he was told to go to Hunstduc where there was a village site, and 

unfortunately most of it was underwater by that time, over the years.  Tony’s crew 

went down in depth to a depth of 2,500 years of evidence.  They could not go any 

deeper because they would by then need diving gear to do the rest.   

 

27553. My father had supplied Tony with fish during this time.  He helped him 

about in our territory.  He had done things like towing him to Ocean Falls to have 

work done on his boat.  And this is when he had mentioned to my dad that he had 
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already surveyed 278 sites in our territory from Sunny Island up to Kimsquit, and that 

was only half of it by that time.  He did not even get a chance to do the Burke 

Channel. 

 

27554. My father also gave Tony information about what the old people had said 

about all the beaches over there.  And again it was verified that he did find middens 

over there to support this.  Tony and his crew surveyed Kimsquit in South Bentick 

and he reported to Chief in Council at time, Cecil Reid, that both places contained 

Heiltsuk artefacts.   

 

27555. Tony’s team went down six feet, which Tony said is equivalent to 6,000 

years.  They reported this to the Chiefs at that time, the ones I’d already mentioned 

and the Elders, and again the Elders said, “This is our territory”. 

 

27556. Dad was right there when they told Tony that our area goes right down to 

the bottom end of Calvert Island.  Angus Campbell spoke, says, “Our territory, yes, 

does go right down.  It goes from Egg Island over to Cape Caution”, which is the 

bottom end of Calvert Island.   

 

27557. Tony was also told by our Elders and our Chiefs that you will find more of 

our history out at Kwakwa which he was going to survey the very next year.  

However, that didn’t happen, so that study was left incomplete.   

 

27558. The herring egg harvest -- and it’s interesting that you’re here at this time -

- the history behind the herring egg harvest and the herring itself.   

 

27559. My dad says that he has seen, in his lifetime, the potential of the herring 

being wiped out.  In 1922 to ’41 the water temperature had warmed up so much along 

the coast which brought the pilchards up from California, and they in turn wiped out a 

huge, huge -- of the herring stocks.  Then again from 19, roughly ’61-’62, was the 

impact.  He saw it again; many areas of the herring stock wiped out.   

 

27560. During all of this time, the government controlled the fishery and the 

herring stocks on the central coast and the Queen Charlotte Islands were seriously 

impacted by these fisheries.  And it took quite some time for the stocks to come back, 

if indeed they all did.  

 

27561. Dick Carpenter tried to alert DFO at that time back in the sixties about the 

impacts to the stock.  DFO would not accept it.  DFO told you what they were going 

to do.   
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27562. It did not matter that the stocks were declining again.  Nineteen seventy-

one (1971), Clarence Martin, Edwin Newman, Cecil Reid and my dad, went to 

Vancouver to appeal to James Sinclair, who was then Minister of Fisheries and 

Oceans at the time.  My dad was designated by Council to present our traditional and 

cultural way of harvesting the herring eggs that is sustainable. 

 

27563. DFO hired an artist and the artist made sketches the way we traditionally 

harvest the eggs.  They were put on slides, roughly about 30 slides, but James St. 

Clair turned them down.   

 

27564. Thirty-five (35) years later, just in the year 2000 -- roughly about 2004 or 

’05, dad says:   “Lo and behold, I got a call.”  DFO had changed their -- was moving 

their office space from the bottom floor up to the fifth floor.  Mr. Woods phoned him.  

He said:  “My goodness, we were just going through the slides and everybody in the 

office agreed this is the way we should have gone, it is so simple, and all the 

problems we have with the herring fishery would be gone.”  They finally found the 

slides 35 years later.   

 

27565. My dad’s concern was the irony of it all.  The Elders had asked him to 

relay to DFO that it’s okay to harvest the herring as long as you don’t take it out in 

huge tonnage, and he did relay the message to James St. Clair:  “Don’t take too 

much.” 

 

27566. So if the fishery has the potential, Mother Nature has the potential to wipe 

out the stocks, what will an oil spill do?  Certainly wipe it out for good. 

 

27567. Another irony my dad finds is:  Last year, somebody from SFU had 

interviewed him and my dad calls -- sorry -- my dad had said that the potential for the 

herring stock to be wiped out is on the verge again.  But the irony there is that dad 

calls them the “rocking chair scientists” say the herring don’t return to the same place 

every time, not to worry.   

 

27568. My dad has for 30 years returned to the same place to harvest his eggs, 

first with his father-in-law, David Carpenter, then with David’s brother, Dick 

Carpenter, and also with his own children, Murray and Vince, and found the herring 

there. 

 

27569. But what my dad would also like noted is that the impacts of Mother 

Nature are great on the herring.  He says the one instruction from the old people, 
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which are the Elders -- referred to as “the old people” -- they always said you have to 

be wary of the sea lions, you have to get rid of the sea lions because one sea lion has 

the potential to move a hundred tonnes of herring and they won’t stay there to spawn.   

 

27570. So the old people instructed that you’re going to have to kill some of the 

sea lions -- but nothing was wasted, they ate them too -- so that the herring can 

spawn. 

 

27571. Now if the sea lion and Mother Nature can move the herring so far and so 

fast and so many of them, what about the other potential, the other big man-made 

potential to move or wipe out the stocks? 

 

27572. Another serious concern my father needs you to hear are about the 

backhoe diggers.  In 1954, my dad’s father-in-law, David Carpenter Sr., and his 

brother-in-law, David Carpenter Jr., were coming out of Bella Coola and they were 

running to Namu to get engine work done.  They were passing Restoration Bay where 

they saw a big machine sitting on the beach there, a long beach there.  It was a huge 

backhoe digging up the beach.  The government gave this right for them to dig up the 

beach.  That beach, nothing has come back since. 

 

27573. David Carpenter reported this to the Chief-in-Council at that time and, at 

that time, it was Caleb Williams.  He had said to David that he was going to 

Vancouver the next day on Council business and he will report this.  He did.  When 

he came back, he went to David Carpenter:    Yes, that’s true, the government knew 

about it because they ordered it. 

 

27574. In 1950s, Moss Pass, that was a commercial clam fishery.  Prince Rupert 

ordered more clams so the harvesters instead of quitting for the season, the diggers 

were ordered to Moss Pass.  In two nights, they took out 30,000 pounds from that 

beach.  This too, government ordered.  Gordon Reed was packing at that time on a 

packer.  He was sent away from that beach with 30,000 pounds of clams onboard.   

 

27575. Twenty (20) years later, my dad was on council at that time.  He had taken 

just a bit of time off to teach his sons the trapping industry, his three oldest boys, 

Mike, Murray and Vince.  He took them at that time to that particular beach because 

there’s all kinds of clams here. 

 

27576. My brothers found three clams 20 years later.  Now, that’s man-made.  

That’s one backhoe digger on one beach.  That’s one clam commercial fishery on 

another beach.   
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27577. What will the oil do to these beaches? 

 

27578. In 1972, Spider Island, our territory, the same thing, the same way, big 

CAT on the beach, took all the seedlings as well.  Nothing’s come back there either.  

Imagine an oil spill. 

 

27579. The McKenna-McBride Royal Commission of 1913 to 1916 came here to 

Bella Bella to deal with the First Nations land issues.  Jacob White, who is my dad’s 

wife’s grandfather, was called as a witness.  That would be my great-great 

grandfather.  My dad had spoken to Jacob many times -- and he was at my dad’s 

wedding.  Jacob said he and all the others were very bitter about it.   

 

27580. Jacob White and Chief Moody Humchitt, Woyola’s grandfather, who is 

also Chief Woyola, were appointed by the people to serve our area before the 

McKenna-McBride team arrived.  They did. 

 

27581. Five years later, when the results came back from Ottawa, the Reserves 

were massively shrunken in size.  Chief Moody Humchitt Woyola sent for Jacob, 

who at that time was at Namu, to show him the letter and the small Reserves.  They 

were -- they and this whole community were devastated beyond all comprehension. 

 

27582. The cannery operators drag seine boats -- government institutions there -- 

wiped out the rivers as well, and it wasn’t a good deal at all, said Jacob White and 

many others who did not like this.  Impacts.  Impacts. 

 

27583. World War II.  As you know, you’re staying in Shearwater, you know 

there was an air force base. My father through the residential school system as well as 

all others sitting here, they were -- they were instructed in military training and, under 

Frank Gifford and Major Duran who had come from Vimy Ridge, my dad received 

two medals from Ottawa for his sharpshooting achievements, so they were being 

prepared to go stand on guard for Canada, I’m assuming.  

 

27584. The air force stationed over here did their test practice bombing just down 

the channel here.  Chief Moody Humchitt Woyola and Chief Albert Humchitt went to 

Shearwater to speak to the head supervisor there to stop this.  Stop the test bombing 

because the test bombing was killing the fish in this area and, to this day, there’s no -- 

you can’t find the fish there.   

 

27585. What happened?  They moved their test bombing out to Purple Bluff 
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where you can still see evidence there.  They tried practising bombing the logs but the 

interesting -- there is a story that they had a very difficult time hitting the logs. 

 

27586. The evidence of that is still left behind.  In 1975 which is -- my dad, 

himself, picked up one unexploded bomb.  He did see another.  There are bombs out 

there.  We have a family friend who picked up one of their bombs out on Goose 

Island left behind. 

 

27587. Spider Island Lookout.  Spider Island and that whole area belong to 

Sidney Houstie.  There’s two Housty families in this community:  the Spider Island 

group that own that territory is H-O-U-S-T-I-E.   The whole island was confiscated 

during World War II as a lookout.   

 

27588. It was during a Sports Day.  My father was 17.  He was crippled from his 

injuries suffered at residential school; so he did not participate that year in Sports 

Day.  He was with Sydney Houstie, out on the boardwalk, when David Carpenter 

called them both into his house.  Sydney had mentioned that he would need to talk to 

Caleb to see if they are going to give it back to us, the Island.   

 

27589. Canada had promised to give them back their Island.  To this day, it’s a 

private island.  To this day, the Houstie don’t have they’re traditional -- Sydney 

Houstie’s family does not have their traditional territory back and his traditional 

territory from Spider to Cultus now -- that whole area belonged to them. 

 

27590. Our Heiltsuk protocols, like I explained earlier, apply to our neighbours 

but it also applies inside our own Nation here.  Our Heiltsuk protocol required 

Gordon Reid to ask Sydney Houstie, the one I just mentioned, if he could tie his boat 

up at Naloo.  He said:  “Yes, you can.”   

 

27591. The seaweed grounds used to be the form of our traditional family 

ownership until 1926 when government regulated that these areas had to be defined 

by the trap lines instead so we have extensive information on our territories here 

based on those trap lines and my dad had his trap line as well. 

 

27592. Jacob White asked Chief Moody Humchitt Woyola and Chief Albert 

Humchitt for permission for the Rivers Inlet to pick seaweed out at Calvert Island 

because Jacob White had a marriage tie to Rivers Inlet.  So it worked outside of our -- 

to our outside groups as well as inside.  This shows that we have the territory.   This 

shows and demonstrates that we own the territory.  It’s not an assertion, it’s that right. 
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27593. Not too long ago, back in the ‘70s, as well as out at Ivory Island within our 

beautiful territory, the big ocean liners let their bilge go.  My dad was there went they 

let their bilge go out at Ivory Island; that affects everything in that area.   

 

27594. My dad and five others reported to Fisheries the liner as soon as the -- he 

passed here just to the end of the community there, Old Town, let its bilge go all the 

way from there down to Pointer destroying a lot of resources for a few years.  Like I 

said, five others reported this at the time, our territory. 

 

27595. We have beautiful resources in the territory.  We need the resources in the 

territory.  We’ve lived, relied on these resources in our territory.  We’ve remained 

strong from and by these resources in our territory for food, economics, health.   

 

27596. The seaweed that’s in our territory has the potential to work toward a cure 

for cancer.  The seaweed in our territory, in our pristine waters, aside from the big 

liners letting out their bilge whenever, wherever.  Our seaweed is very very rich in all 

its nutrients and its components.  

 

27597. Our traditional foods have been used to combat diabetes.  The traditional 

diet of the First Nations has proven to alter diabetes, to actually reverse it.  Now, 

within our Nation, within our waters, we would like to share this with the rest of 

world.  We would like to allow them to eat the traditional foods.  We would like them 

to use our seaweed to combat cancer, diabetes.   

 

27598. The potential is there; it’s in our waters.  Why would we kill it?  Kill the 

hope?  Kill the dream? 

 

27599. The First Nations people, our diet, our resources has a lot to offer the 

world.  Dad says:  “Why would they kill it?”  It’s unimaginable.  You can’t.  Don’t. 

 

27600. Our diet is a good diet for everyone.  Birdie Humchitt lived to be 101.  

Grandpa Gordon was in his late 90s when he died.  Walter Stuart was 99 when he 

died.  Eva Starr was in her 90s when she died.  Traditional diet.  Healthy diet.  Why 

would we destroy it?  We won’t.   That’s what we’re saying.   

 

27601. But the potential out there, to save the world?  Just think about this:  I sure 

hope you get a chance to eat the seaweed that we have, we harvest in our territory.  

When it’s crisp, it could replace potato chips.  It’s really nice.  Try it.  Please do. 

 

27602. I can see -- you now, I can see Canada eating seaweed, replacing potato 
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chips.  That’d be healthier.  I could see the many forms of fish being, you know, sold 

throughout Canada.  You get these little meat jerky bars, well, fish aloos (ph) the way 

we do it, it’s very very good and very very healthy. 

 

27603. So why would we destroy -- why would we destroy the potential in all 

good conscience?  I couldn’t; neither can my father. 

 

27604. My father’s history in the fishing industry is very long.  It started when he 

was seven.  He fished with his uncle Lawrence Reid, went packing with his -- my 

father was raised by Gordon Reid.  He called him his dad but is actually his biological 

uncle.  He packed with Gordon, up and down this -- our central coast. 

 

27605. Dad has gillnetted, seined, trolled, herring fished, halibut fished, prawn 

fished, dragged seine all up and down this coast with all his various family relatives.  

He’s been up -- he’s fished the Hecate Strait, he knows how violently the winds can 

come up there.  How fast they can come up there.  You have no time to escape. 

 

27606. And he’s well aware of the channels, the supertankers that are proposed to 

come in there.  You can’t play roulette, Russian roulette.  It can’t be done. 

 

27607. So to conclude for my father, he says he’s extremely concerned and 

fearful for the entire coast and what this means to the Heiltsuk Nation as well as all 

the other people along it that have depended on it, use it, rely on it. 

 

27608. The past is well-documented.  The abuses are a matter of historical 

records.  He wants you to know that here we have the capacity to prevent a 

catastrophe.  I pray the powers to be make the right decision and if you want to finish 

that with a final thought, would be:  the irony of the Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans who’s been quite silent and who should be proactive will have nothing left to 

manage but dead fish and a dead fishery. 

 

27609. My father relies on everything that the ocean has to offer.  He’s 82 years 

old and he still phones around for a crew in the morning.  He’s still out there setting 

trees.  He went harvesting.  He’s still out there prawn fishing.  He still goes out 

halibut fishing with the family. 

 

27610. Don’t shut it down.  Don’t kill it off.  Canada, Canada needs to stand on 

guard for thee as well.  We’re here standing guard.   
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27611. And with the abuses already mentioned, the measures that DFO has 

already complicated themselves in and implicated themselves in:  overfishing, 

overfishing, disregard -- disregard for the Native people, disregard for the stocks. 

 

27612. But the biggest potential is nature.  We can’t do that.  Don’t do it.  Thank 

you. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27613. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Reid, for your oral evidence 

and to Ms. Reid also for presenting that on behalf of your father. 

 

27614. Ms. Humchitt? 

 

27615. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 

27616. It’s also with great honour that I would call upon one of the members of 

our Nation to come forward. 

 

27617. Mr. Steve Carpenter, can you please step forward? 

 

STEVE CARPENTER:  Affirmed 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MR. STEVE 

CARPENTER:   

 

27618. MR. STEVE CARPENTER:  Chiefs, Ladies of High-Ranking, Heiltsuk 

and especially the children because what I’m going to be saying in the next little 

while will be very important to the next generation and generation after. 

 

27619. I also have a long history of family connections to this area even though, 

now, I don’t live here.  I moved away from here, oh, 40 years ago and the reason why 

I did that was because I wanted my children to have a better education without having 

to go to a residential school which my wife and I did when we were still children. 

 

27620.  As I said, we have a rich and colourful past, our ancestors.  We always 

talk about my great granny, her name was -- her Indian name was Magaga.  Her 

English name was Lucy Windsor.  And it’s a kind of a unique history that I’m going 

to be telling you because Magaga’s parents were probably one of the first mixed 

couples on the coast. 
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27621. Magaga’s father was Siwallace, came from Bella Coola, the son of a 

Chief.  Magaga’s mother was a Caucasian lady and in them days it was not allowed 

by both cultures to mix.   

 

27622. So they left Bella Coola in the middle of the winter to come to Bella Bella 

and asked the four Chiefs that were present in Bella Bella at that time if they could 

come here and live with them and be part of them.  They were accepted.   

 

27623. But it was during that time that the epidemics, influenza, smallpox were 

rampant on the coast when they came here.  So Magaga’s mother bore two children, 

the son died but she survived to live to be a ripe old age of 96, something like that.    

 

27624. And on the other side of that same family, my family -- I’m a descendant 

of Captain Carpenter who is a really, really famous artist carver.  If you go to New 

York, to the museum there, the first thing that you see when you go through the door 

is that great big, giant, seagoing canoe. 

 

27625. It’s there and everybody thought it was a Haida canoe for a long time, but 

it isn’t.  It was Captain Carpenter that carved that canoe.  It came from Sagar Lake, 

just down the channel from us, about 10 miles.   

 

27626. He felled that tree, the stump is still there, and we have a person here from 

the United States who is going to document and write about that tree and that canoe 

and connect them together.   

 

27627. Captain Carpenter also has another canoe in Berlin, Germany, a little bit 

smaller than this one.  This one in New York is 68 feet long.  The one in Berlin’s 55, 

so I’ve been told, I haven’t seen it, but I saw the one in New York.   

 

27628. He was also famous for making bentwood boxes.  I happen to have one.  

And I’ve talked to numerous present day artists and they say -- they all tell me that 

Captain Carpenter is the father of the modern day art.   

 

27629. Because a common chair like this which weren’t really used in their day, 

he carved a chair after he came back from Vancouver.  He went down there, paddled 

down in one of his canoes, and he went to the stores and observed these different kind 

of things that were in a store, chairs, tables, and he put his art on them.   

 

27630. And I went to a show in Vancouver and the auction price for that chair, 
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Captain Carpenter’s chair, was $200,000, $240,000 was the list of the price for that 

chair.   

 

27631. So it’s a colourful kind of a history.  And the canoe that I’m talking about 

was the canoe that made Bella Bella unique.  We were oceangoing people and my dad 

always told me, when we were outside, 25-30 miles offshore, that our people came 

here to fish for halibut, for different kinds of cod, and to hunt for fur seal, and sea 

otter.   

 

27632. It’s not there anymore, but my dad told me that there used to be a huge, 

huge kelp bed out there at the shallowest part of that -- in Goose Island Bank where 

the kelp patch was suppose to be -- came up to 20 fathoms and that’s where it was.  

And our people used to stay out there overnight or sometimes more than a couple of 

nights and they used to use those kelps to -- for their night’s rest after their day of 

fishing and hunting, and that was way out in the ocean.   

 

27633. Old man, Captain Carpenter, told my Uncle David, my other Uncle 

Richard, Dick Carpenter, my dad, that they had to get an education because he saw 

the world changing then, years ago.  My dad told me he told him this when he was 

just going into his manhood, before he died.   

 

27634. My uncles listened.  My Uncle David became an accomplished and 

certified boat builder.  He went to school in Victoria to get his certification.  The 

following year he went to school in North Vancouver and got his certification to be a 

house builder.  And I saw those certificates.   

 

27635. And it’s too bad that that big logbook that my uncle had isn’t with us 

today, it’s in the hands of the youngest daughter, Laura, up in Grenville, in the Nass 

River.  And in that big book, that’s where David’s diplomas are, when I saw it I was 

pretty proud of -- that he listened to his grandfather to get the kind of education.   

 

27636. A lot of the homes here were built by him, and that family had a boathouse 

that their father built, Fred Carpenter, built.  It was right next to the wharf and my 

uncle, and my dad, and some of their friends, some of their family, used that building 

to build boats.   

 

27637. The first boat they built was Bonnie to Sea, the Violet Sea, Emma Sea, 

Lorraine Sea, and they used that building to also help our community by allowing 

them to come in and repair their boats.  If it needed corking, re-nailing, they allowed 

them free of charge.  That’s the type of people they were, free of charge.   
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27638. My Uncle Dick was one of the very first native persons to have a 

certificate as a CPA (Chartered Public Accountant).  Worked in Vancouver for three 

years as a Chartered Public Accountant but he gave it up to come back to Bella Bella.   

 

27639. And my brother Cyril my -- asked him why, why didn’t you stay there, he 

said he was tired of living the lie.  My uncle very fair, grey-blue eyes, could pass for a 

non-native person and he did it for three years. 

 

27640. The family that we have down there, Magaga’s family, found out that he 

was down there and they presented him with a motorcycle so he could visit them.  

The following year, they gave him a car.  He was the very first person to drive a 

motorcycle and drive a car from this community, and he did it down there in 

Vancouver -- North Vancouver.   

 

27641. And to this day, we still believed in -- our family still carries on the 

education.  We still believe it’s really, really important the message that Captain 

Carpenter gave to his grandsons.  We try to pass it down to our children. 

 

27642. A presenter here later on today, Cecil Green, part of our family -- Fred’s 

part of our family.  Raija is part of our family.  Cecil was the first one from this 

community to go to University of British Columbia and got a degree as a teacher.  

Many followed after from our family anyway, and many from this community, from 

other families, followed.   

 

27643. My brother Fred worked for the Department of Fisheries for a long time, 

over 20 years before he retired.  He got his degree as a marine biologist from UBC, 

got his Masters for marine biology from Western Washington University.   

 

27644. I have a nephew working -- Fred’s son -- my brother Fred’s son works in 

the Council, helping our community, also went to school at the University of Victoria, 

carrying on the tradition of education.  So it’s really important for our people to have 

that education. 

 

27645. Our Chief here today, Marilyn, is my niece, and she continues to this day 

to make herself a better leader by still going to school, a home school, getting her 

degrees, various degrees, while she’s working for our community, and I’m pretty sure 

that instruction comes from my older brother Randy for her to continue to get better 

at what she does by learning how to do it properly, because we live in this world.  It’s 

a modern world. 
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27646. In our days, when we were kids, the most modern thing we had was a 

radio and it needed a great big battery for us to listen to other parts of the world, and 

we only could get the other parts of the world toward evening.  Now anybody can text 

anybody in any part of this world, which I’m sure that our children are doing.  

 

27647. I know my children, they’ve got friends all over the place.  Well, my 

daughter has a friend that lives and works in Switzerland and they text each other all 

the time.  That was unheard of in my time, when I was growing up.  I never thought 

I’d see that day that this would happen. 

 

27648. But what we’re here today about, we’re here today because we’re here to 

talk about the Heiltsuk traditional area and what it means to our people. 

 

27649. As I stated a few minutes ago, we used to go offshore to do our fishing, 

halibut fishing.  At one time, this community had a fairly substantial halibut fishing 

fleet.  We had five or six boats every year that were large enough to go out 25-30 

miles offshore to do their fishing.  And besides that, we had 25 to 30, maybe more, 

smaller two-man, three-man boats that fished our inside waters.  When I say “inside 

waters”, that’s about three miles offshore inwards. 

 

27650. Some were actually inside our channels and they delivered their catch to 

fish camps.  And our fish camps had a tender, and my grandfather, Gordon Reid, was 

a fish camp tender.  He used to go deliver ice and food to those camps and our small 

boat fleet would come to those camps to get food, water, fuel, so they could go out 

again and offload their halibut so that it could be transported to Namu, which was the 

cannery that we all delivered to. 

 

27651. As I stated, we’re an ocean-travelling people.  We have -- I’m a person 

that likes to read.  I like to explore and study and try and find something that’s related 

to our territory.  And in one -- a couple of cases that I came across, there was a canoe 

that was found in Redwood, California that was identified as a Heiltsuk canoe. 

 

27652. What had happened, I guess they contacted disease or whatever.  The 

canoe was turned upside down.  It wasn’t found for 50, 60, maybe 100 years -- I don’t 

know -- but there was graves all around that canoe.  The last two survivors’ bones 

were found under the canoe, covered in their cedar bark blankets. 

 

27653. And Redwood, California is quite a ways.  And I guess I could definitely 

say it must be true, because my great-granny Magaga had in her place abalone salads 
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that big.  Ours don’t grow that big here.  They grow about so big.  But these were 

twice or three times larger.  And she told me -- in our language, she told me Usfu (ph) 

which means United States.   

 

27654. One of the -- it was 30 years ago when our people quit -- about 30 years 

ago -- didn’t quit; they were legislated out of the halibut fishery by a little notice that 

was too damn small for anybody to see and was in a post office across the other side, 

that you needed the landing requirements from three years to continue to fish halibut. 

 

27655. And in those years, I don’t know if it was collusion, but the price of 

halibut dropped.  And my dad, Uncle William, they were like any businessmen.  They 

did the plus and minus of an operation like that and they both agreed, “If we go out 

there” -- and at that time, what we call the fleet of bottom trawlers were running 

rampant in the Goose Island Bank and they were taking lots of halibut and throwing 

them overboard, dead.   

 

27656. So my dad and William sat down at a table to do the costs, expenses, and 

how many pounds they had to catch in a 10-day window that we usually fished in.  

And they did a -- after their calculation, they said, “If we go out there for 10 days and 

we catch our maximum at this price, our crew will be earning $10 a day.”   

 

27657. So they didn’t go out for those during the time when the price of the 

halibut was so low that it was $0.25 a pound or lower.  I think it was 18, 20 and 25. 

 

27658. Today -- well, now that we’re out of it -- most of us are out of it -- my 

community -- our community’s out of it -- the price of halibut is -- if I went out there 

today and I only caught only 10,000 pounds, I would realize probably $70,000 worth 

of product.  Today.   

 

27659. And my community isn’t even allowed to go out there to earn a living 

which they once did.  It’s kind of the same, really bad.  It’s really saying … 

 

27660. One of the things I did when I left here, I got involved in fish politics; 

joined or was part of an organization which was the organization that stood up for all 

of British Columbia Native people -- The Native Brotherhood of B.C. -- and they 

stressed employment opportunities, education, health and better housing; all the 

things that the local communities now have on their table.  We were the only ones at 

that time recognized to fight for those -- to fight on behalf of our people.    

 

27661. And there’s quite a few of us in here that belong to that organization.  
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Edwin Newman was president of that organization for quite a number of years.  I 

know I was the secretary treasurer for 18 years, business agent for another 10, been 

on the board other times for another seven, eight years.   

 

27662. And because I was the only one living in the lower mainland, other than 

Edwin when he was president decide he had to be there to carry out his duties as the 

president, we’d go to these various meetings so that our people would be represented 

when we were deciding the fate of our people.   

 

27663. And we fought very, very hard to be recognized.  A lot of times the people 

that we were in the room with were totally against what we wanted for our people, 

totally.  This was the big corporate giant fishing companies. 

 

27664. This was the unions that wanted us to dissolve and join them and we 

didn’t want that because, at that time, our people were still fighting for a cause that 

we thought could be resolved to our advantage and that was the land question.  Our 

community dropped out of it because they saw that that process was flawed.    

 

27665. But during this time, during this time that we -- during this time that we 

were representing our people, we met a lot of other people, like people, communities 

like ours, Alaska, Washington State, and we met with them to talk about the fight 

they were going through, and when their process was finished, the gains that they 

made and the losses that happened during the course of that fight that they had. 

 

27666. So we gained valuable experience of being present during these processes.  

We gained lots of experience.  And we -- you know, our people were part of the Land 

Claims process for a few years.  The only thing that I could be thankful for with that 

process before we got out was that our people finally found their voice to get up and 

talk and fight for themselves. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissement) 

 

27667. MR. STEVE CARPENTER:  You know, if we have the opportunity to 

go out to our fishing grounds again, like I was talking about, they could earn an 

honest and good living to do what they know, what they’ve -- it’s just about a cultural 

thing with us, to go out on the ocean, to go get our food, to go earn a living.  It’s in 

our blood.   

 

27668. And I’m hoping, one day, that the government will either give us our 

privilege back to go out there again or we’re going to take it ourselves, because we’ll 
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have to ‘cause the government when they take something away from anybody they 

don’t want to give it back -- nothing, absolutely nothing. 

 

27669. I’ve seen it in my 40-odd years of fighting for our people.  Going to these 

meetings, we have to fight for everything that we ever, ever gain, even a building like 

this, education for our people. 

 

27670. Kind of a side note:  When Indian Affairs Government of Canada still 

controlled our day schools, I was with that little group of people that marched across 

the country.  I was there because I was there for the Native Brotherhood talking about 

that our people were best suited to educate and teach our own people and to have our 

own -- develop our own curriculum so that they could know about their culture, so 

that they could know about who they are and what they represented before contact 

and after contact and what their future should be in their territory if they so wished to 

stay here. 

 

27671. I believe that this area has a potential to be great.  It’s great for us now.  

For the outside world to see it as great.  It’s the last pristine area in British Columbia, 

the last pristine area.  Our waters are pristine, even though there might be a bit of 

pollution but, compared to the rest of the province, they’re nowhere near as pristine as 

this area.  

 

27672. So, as I was saying, our people, through their time, have educated 

themselves and bought the gear required of them to earn an honest living here.  With 

better gear, with better boats, gear like electronics, satellite-operated electronics, we 

could go out there and compete and do better than anybody in catching the fish that’s 

out there.   Anybody.  We did it once and we could do it again. 

 

27673. You know, and when we talk about what we catch out there, we talk about 

food.  We talk about food for our people.  We talk about food for the world, and we 

know that this world right now is in short supply of the proteins needed.  Forty (40) 

percent of the world is starving.   

 

27674. The fish that we catch out there has a substance in there called omega that 

is very, very helpful to the people.  Maybe that’s why our people live so long in the 

yesteryears.  Maybe that’s the reason, because of that omega from the fish and the 

other things in the sea, like the clams, the crabs. 

 

27675. Everything in the sea is good food.  A lot of the food that we thought we 

had so much food out there, so plentiful, that some food we throw away.   
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27676. Two years ago I was approached by a Hong Kong businessman and he 

wanted to know from me how he could buy 10,000 pounds a week of flounder, which 

we just throw away as a people.  And he said he was willing to pay $10 a pound, live 

flounder, dead flounder, any kind of flounder.  You know and -- you know, that’s 

what I mean, this world needs food, and in our ocean here it’s loaded with food that 

the world needs.   

 

27677. The media, to their credit, has informed through newspapers, through 

television, through all the other channels that they use, have spoke out against oil spill 

wherever it occurs.   

 

27678. They report the damage, they report the devastation, they report -- they 

report what it could do to the local ecosystem.  You know, any oil spill, whether it 

comes from a tanker mishap or dumping of bilge on the outside waters, because if 

there is -- if tankers are allowed to go back and forth outside our waters and they 

pump out their bilge, it’s going to come to our shores.  I know it will.   

 

27679. We have a current out here that’s called the Japanese current, and it’s been 

coming this way for years.  Right now that Japanese current is beneficial to our 

ecosystem, to our resources of the sea and anywhere.  It brings in nutrients for our 

seaweed, for different kinds of seaweed, our kelps, our abalone, our mussels, 

anything to do with the outside waters, the nutrient comes in.   

 

27680. This area is the only one, only area where the -- what do you call that 

small clams that, one you dig -- oh yeah, the little neck.   

 

27681. This area, other than the Gulf Coast down below Seymour Narrows, is the 

only place where they thrive, and they thrive here.  That’s because of the nutrient 

from the Japanese current.   

 

27682. The roe, the herring roe from this area is called the golden roe.  It has a 

colouring that’s different from any other herring roe on this coast, and I believe it’s 

because of that current that comes in, the Japanese current.  I really believe that.  And 

I’ve watched these things all my life.   

 

27683. First got on a boat when I was just a young boy; my dad’s stepfather took 

me on a boat when I was 14.  My uncles were the crew.  Edwin was the other crew 

man, besides my uncles, my dad’s younger brother.  And we all learned from the old 

man. 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Mr. Steve Carpenter 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

 

27684. I call him Gramps or the old man, because he was a kind of a master-type 

seaman who knew currents, who knew the nature of the fish, where they go at a 

certain time.  He just knew, he had that inner instinct of how -- what salmon or any 

kind of fish that are swimming out there, where they were at a certain time of the 

year.   

 

27685. He knew about mammals.  Our people used to eat seals and sea lion years 

ago.  Now they don’t.  Maybe we should again.   

 

27686. You know the devastation from an oil spill will not only damage the 

ecosystem and the people living around the system will not be the only ones to suffer.  

There’s thousands and thousands of birds out there.  We’ve got whales.  We got 

dolphins. 

 

27687. We have different kind of fish that come to the surface in the evening to 

feed, and the nutrients, from what I understand, from the reading and going to various 

lectures, usually flows from bottom of the ocean to the top and the fish feed on them, 

and the maximum amount of nutrients is usually on top of the water.  That’s why all 

these fish go up to the top when they’re feeding.   

 

27688. Not only the coastal type fish are going to suffer, eulachons will be totally, 

totally wiped out, probably herring.  The herring, during the summer months -- 

there’s a big body of herring right from West Coast of Vancouver Island right through 

Hecate Straits to the top end of Queen Charlotte Islands or Haida Gwaii, right to 

Alaska.   

 

27689. There are survey boats out there that have a document, and they come in 

during the spawning season, like now.   

 

27690. The track record of the oil spill is just atrocious.  It’s just not good news 

anywhere in the world.  One of the things I have found out about if an oil spill 

happens, that the cleanup is never, ever completed -- completely done, the clean-up 

happens for a period of time.  Then after that it’s left alone, but that oil is still there, 

long after the clean-up is completed -- supposed to be completed.   

 

27691. And when these clean-up happen, they usually import people to do the 

clean-up.  They ignored the local inhabitants.  So they don’t benefit, job-wise, from 

the spill, they suffer because of that spill. 
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27692. As I said before this current from Japan comes to our shore.  We’ve been 

picking up glass bottles that the Japanese fishermen use as their floats since the time 

they started using glass bottles as their floats in their fishing operation in Japan. 

 

27693. We’ve never used them in this coast, it’s never been manufactured in 

Canada, it’s only -- these glass bottles are only manufactured in Japan.  Our 

grandfathers found them a long time ago along outside the waters of our coast -- of 

our coastline here. 

 

27694. And my dad, when he was out there fishing, trawling or picking abalone 

he would come across them from time to time.  I remember in the basement of our 

home at one time I counted 22, and they were collecting dust and I asked my dad 

what he was going to do with it, oh he said “Oh just leave them there” he told me, 

“maybe one day we’ll make use of it”.   

 

27695. So this current that’s coming in that’s so helpful, nutrient-wise could be 

also part of the destruction of our coastline by carrying debris, oil or whatever to our 

coastline and you know it’s a bit of a -- I guess we all know about it after that big 

earthquake in Japan, the tsunami, debris coming to our coast, the ghost ship was 40 

miles Queen Charlotte Islands, about a week ago, two weeks ago, it’s now outside the 

Juno.  So this Japanese current goes that like and I know for a fact that that Japanese 

current goes as far as Oregon coast. 

 

27696. So we have a fairly good idea of the impact of the tanker traffic.  Even if 

they don’t have a -- if they don’t happen to land on a rock, there is still going to be 

debris coming to the coast.   

 

27697. And the reason why I say even if they don’t is because -- I know 

technology has advanced so much, navigation-wise, by use of satellites and all the 

imagery sort of things, sonars, but you know they are going to use, I know the 

consortiums, the tanker, government are going to use that argument, that they got all 

the technology.  But one breakdown could be the one that will devastate the coastline.  

It only takes one, only takes ones.   

 

27698. But the tanker traffic on the outside waters will happen constantly.  Every 

two days they’ll be three tankers travelling out there.  If this project goes through -- if 

this project goes through there will be three tankers every two days.  Meeting out 

there, passing each others, going through those perilous inland waters that people 

have been talking about. 
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27699. And I know those waters, you know, they’re probably manageable by 

these big tankers but that’s if everything is precisely on schedule and the weather is 

cooperating, which I know for a fact isn’t there probably 30 times out of -- of the days 

of the year. 

 

27700. One-third of our days through that tanker traffic is usually pretty 

dangerous, winds, snow, whiteout, whatever you could call it, it’s gonna happen.   

 

27701. As I said earlier, other things that we call resource, birds, whales, if they 

get anywhere near or are affected by oil they’ll die.  They can’t clean themselves off, 

they need people to wash them off.  They need people to baby-sit them back to health, 

if they come back, if they come in contact with oil and we don’t have enough people 

to do that, the ocean is too vast. 

 

27702. People will be affected and we’ll hear from the people, but we won’t hear 

from the whales and the birds because they don’t have channel to broadcast, not 

unless we have a TV camera to show the damages, affect that might happen to them. 

 

27703. Some of the speakers previous to me stated we’re all connected.  People, 

the land and other beings are all connected together to make this a complete world.   

 

27704. We’ve -- you know mankind has made it happen that a lot of species are 

now extinct in this world.  I heard or read, I can remember when or how I got the 

information, that one-third of the species in this world are extinct since the early 

1900s.  You know -- why, but I guess progress has got a lot to do with it and progress 

-- those beings didn’t have a voice to speak for them, so the result is they’ve been 

wiped out. 

 

27705. And we worry about our coastline having that same thing happen to it.  

And if we lose our coastline, if we lose our food what’s going to happen to our 

people?  I don’t know.  I don’t want to know. 

 

27706. You know the -- one of the arguments I know about the pipeline, tankers, 

government are going to say that all the safeguards are in place, everything has been 

developed so that the damage will be controlled.  Well, really, watching news I know 

that hasn’t been case.   

 

27707. I met a friend who worked in the oil industry in Indonesia, through a 

friend of mine we kind of got to know each other, and he told me what happens and 

these aren’t -- these are oil rigs that are in the ocean just offshore.  He told me, once 
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they go, the effect is -- the damage is just so huge he can’t comprehend it.  And for 

this person to tell me, who works in that kind of an industry, it took a lot of guts, but I 

thanked him for the information.   

 

27708. Well, I’ll start winding down.  If it just so happens that this government 

and this huge, giant corporation are successful in pushing the pipeline through, I want 

to be assured that our young people and our people, our Elders, through this whole 

coastal region are protected through insurance, through performance bonds, through 

all of the means at the company’s disposal so that our people will somehow, if only a 

little way, benefit from what this government is intending to do. 

 

27709. Because every time they push something through, our people are left 

standing by the side receiving nothing.  It’s happened for a long, long time and it’s 

still happening, in the past, and it’s still happening today.   

 

27710. That’s why when I first made the address, I want the young people to 

know, I want them to go to school.  I don’t know what kind of fields they should be 

encouraged to get into.   They could be, you know, lawyers like Carrie here, to carry 

our fight in court. 

 

27711. Or if they’re little simple people like I was, a boat person, to be trained to 

contain, to make sure accidents don’t happen, and to be advisors; to be part of the 

management so that our -- when the process goes through, that we have a person there 

to speak on our behalf.  Because if we don’t, we’ll be that much more poorer for it, 

for in … 

 

27712. You know, in my years of going to meetings, I’ve always heard about fees 

paid for the right-of-way; fees paid.  So I kind of thought in my mind, a fee for the 

right of passage through our territory should be put on the table if these -- if this 

government and this corporation are successful in implementing a pipeline and a 

tanker traffic.  And these fees should not just wait until an accident happens, it should 

start from Day 1; from Day 1. 

 

27713. A lot of people -- you know, if we were private landowners, owning a 

ranch, that person if they find oil in his property, would be paid a fee for right of 

passage.  I know that.   

 

27714. So I just wanted to let you know that we’ll be on top.  You know, I don’t 

know -- I know all that a pipeline construction, the pipes have been manufactured 

already and this process of the hearing is probably -- the word that I want to use is “a 
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waste of time” but I’m not going to say it because I’m a gentleman -- but I’ll say it’s a 

-- in my mind it’s a “fait accompli”, it’s already been completed.   

 

27715. But we have another tool in our toolbox because if they go ahead and do it 

anyway and don’t want us to be part of the management then we have to go to court 

and all of this testimony that’s been given will be used by our people if we have to go 

to court.  And if we have to go to court, this process is going to be dragged out for 20 

years.   

 

27716. It doesn’t -- I know a court of that magnitude is going to be a long, long, 

drawn out affair.  It’s not only going to include us, it’s going to include our 

neighbours, the Tsimshians, the Haida, Nuxalk, Nuu-chah-nulth.  It’s going to affect 

everybody and, I guess, I heard this in Kelowna last week, if there’s any one thing 

that this proposal -- pipeline proposal -- has done, it has unified our people like no 

other issue has. 

 

27717. And we people of the Coast, the people from the interior, the Native/non-

Native people, and even our non-Native neighbours, they’re going to be jumping on 

board too, because they also have a lot to lose; their way of life is going to be 

endangered.   

 

27718. So I guess these are difficult options for our people to consider -- very, 

very difficult options -- and they’ll have to really think about it.  But you’ve heard 

from the previous speakers that this community is about 100 percent against such a 

project.   

 

27719. I know that our Hereditary Chiefs, our elected Council, our Elders, our 

children, are all going to be against this proposal; a fight right down to the end.  But I 

just wanted you to know that a Plan B, we might have to look at it, and a Plan C, 

which is to go to court is definitely in the picture if we need to go there.   

 

27720. Thank you very much for hearing me out.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27721. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for your oral evidence, Mr. 

Carpenter.   

 

27722. Ms. Humchitt, I did not watch the passage of time when -- as the morning 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Mr. Josh Vickers 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

was going on.  What would you suggest we do at this point for the comfort of 

everyone in the room? 

 

27723. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  I would like to respectfully suggest that we 

have a short break at this time and if we can follow through with one more presenter 

after that. 

 

27724. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So let’s take a 15-minute break then and then be 

back after that.  Is that appropriate? 

 

27725. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, it would.  Thank you. 

 

27726. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thanks, everyone, for your patience.  I 

apologize for not having noticed the time. 

 

--- Upon recessing at 11:27 a.m./L’audience est suspendue à 11h27 

--- Upon resuming at 11:46 p.m./L’audience est reprise à 11h46 

 

JOSHUA LEVI VICKERS:  Affirmed 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MR. JOSH 

VICKERS: 

 

27727. MR. JOSH VICKERS:  (Speaking in native language).  I, first off, would 

like to say gayasixa for allowing me to speak my mind.  I would like to thank the JRP 

for attending. 

 

27728. My English name is Josh Vickers.  My traditional names are Gildith (ph.) 

and Godeen (ph.).  And just to connect to earlier and what New-gwen ah-kaas was 

saying, she was talking about the black duck, godeen (ph).  That’s my name.  I’m 

Godeen (ph).  The black duck was the reason that we harvest our roe today, and it’s 

quite fitting that we are in that time right now.  We’re in roe time. 

 

27729. I’d like to start off by stating who my parents are.  My parents are Mitchell 

and Jean Vickers.  My grandparents on my mother’s side are -- my grandparents on 

my mother’s side are Jimmy and Elsie Anderson and my father’s side are the late Don 

and Mary Vickers.  And I have family connections to the Qvugvayaitxv Territory and 

the Wuyalitxv Territory.  And I also have family in the Xai-Xais-Kitasoo and 

Tsimshian. 
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27730. I just wanted to come talk today about my upbringing with my father and 

my father’s father, my grandpa.  Since I’ve been young, young boy, I’ve been out in 

the water, out camping on the land, out harvesting our traditional foods in the correct 

season with my dad, my uncles and both my grandpas. 

 

27731. And I really feel that it’s -- I still feel that it’s really fitting that it’s herring 

time because that’s where I grew up.  I spent most of my youth out on the roe and 

kelp with my grandpa, and we’d be out there for weeks upon weeks.  At one point we 

were out for about a month straight. 

 

27732. But I’m not complaining.  I enjoyed every bit of it, and if I could go back, 

I would not hesitate. 

 

27733. There’s just a couple reflections that I wanted to share with you today.  I 

don’t know what age I was at.  I must have been 11 or 12.  It’s one of the earliest 

memories I have being out on the land. 

 

27734. My grandfather, my dad, my uncles, they took me everywhere.  They took 

me down to a place called Stuart Inlet.  We went down there for the roe on kelp 

season.  We did quite well that year.  My dad purchased my grandfather’s old boat.  

My grandfather replaced it.  So that’s all we had that year. 

 

27735. And the reason I bring that up is because on the way back, down by 

Spider, Nulu, we had product on our boats, on our gill netter.  We were towing a 

speedboat and a punt, and I’ll never forget it because when we were coming back, we 

were coming back in 40 to 50-foot seas. 

 

27736. When we turned that corner in Spider, our boats were like corks.  You go 

way up, come way down.  We couldn’t even see each other; that’s how violent and 

rough the sea was.  And that’s what we know as people.  This is our home. 

 

27737. And another example, another experience I had, we were in Spiller, the 

same season of roe on kelp, and it was the same situation.  It seems like every time 

we had product to bring in, it was always rough.  And in Seaforth, it was so rough 

that the same boat we were using, we tied down all our totes, but it wasn’t enough.  

The sea was so violent, it was rocking our boat so much that the totes were sliding 

everywhere. 

 

27738. And the reason I wanted to bring that up is because earlier too, it was 

stated that our seas are rough.  Our seas are violent.  You never know what to expect. 
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27739. It’s just like the other day when you guys went to Shearwater and it was 

blowing 110, it just came up, just like that. 

 

27740. And the second point I have is I was also -- I’m also very honoured to 

have passed at a youth camp down on the Koeye River.  It’s brought to us by the 

Kaxla Youth Organization.  I was down there for some years.  I witnessed our people 

put up a big house down there. 

 

27741. I witnessed our people take care of our youth, but the biggest thing is I 

witnessed our youth in that big house.  I witnessed our youth learn songs, learn how 

to do our sacred dances, and they learned our nuym, our stories, their origin, where 

they came from. 

 

27742. And I also wanted to bring up because of that picture over there of that 

gilwa, that ocean-going canoe, I witnessed our youth take out one of the canoes that 

was carved by our carver, Nusi.  I watched our youth paddle that canoe upriver, 

paddle to Calvert Island, Namu.  That’s all very powerful. 

 

27743. And I’ve also been really privileged to be in our land in an archaeological 

perspective.  I took part as a student at a dig last year at EJTA IV in Luxvbalis, 

Calvert Island.  That is a major part of our oral history, that archaeological evidence. 

 

27744. And while we were out there, I was privileged to accompany Elroy White, 

Kelly Windsor, Andrea Wakis (ph.) and Duncan MacLaren.  We went out on the 

land, did our archaeological survey, and while we were there, Elroy and myself sang 

songs wherever we went.  To each site we surveyed, we sang a couple of songs, and 

those songs probably haven’t been sang there for thousands of years. 

 

27745. It’s really uplifting.  It brought lots of strength to even the guy we were 

there with, Duncan MacLaren.  He felt touched in his heart to see us singing those 

songs that haven’t been sung there for years. 

 

27746. Lastly, I’d really like to say that I’m a singer; I’m a singer of our people.  

I’ve sang from -- I descend from singers.  My great-grandfather on my father’s side, 

my grandma’s dad was a composer.  His name was Ola, Tom Hopkins.   

 

27747. On my mother’s side, I descend from a man named Adeyoo who is also a 

composer, singer, drummer, dancer.  And from that I also descend from David White, 

my great great-grandfather, Gooiba.  When I’m up singing with my Manooya, I can’t 
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even begin to explain the pride and passion I feel because of singing the songs of our 

old people, songs that have strung through generations.  Makes me very proud of who 

I am and where I come from. 

 

27748. There’s been a lot of talk about the land and the sea, yesterday and this 

morning, there’s a lot of great speakers, I feel very honoured to speak after them, to 

be in the same time slots. 

 

27749. And the lands and the surrounding waters, and how, we as the people have 

a much different perspective regarding the land and the sea, because if a spill should 

happen our land and sea will be no more.  And once the land and the sea are gone so 

are we as a people.  That’s why we feel so passionate and we’re saying no to 

Enbridge. 

 

27750. And I’d like to finish off with a word that was taught to me by Nuaqawa 

Evelyn.  We did a language class a few weeks back and this is where I take it from.  

She said (speaking in native language) to replace and stand in for our grandparents.   

 

27751. In other words reincarnation our people believe in and there was -- our 

ancestors stood a hundred years ago at the Royal Commission, we’re doing it again a 

hundred years later and we’re going to do it a hundred years from now.  It’s still 

going to be no, the answer still going to be the same, because our resources and our 

land and sea are way too important to us. 

 

27752. Gayasixa. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27753. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for stepping forward and presenting 

us with our oral evidence, Mr. Vickers. 

 

27754. So we will take a break now, would that be the appropriate time, Miss 

Humchitt? 

 

27755. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, Madam Chair. 

 

27756. And we’ll be back to start at one, everyone.   

 

27757. Thank you. 
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27758. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So we’ll reconvene at 1 o’clock. 

 

27759. Thank you everyone. 

 

--- Upon recessing at 12:03 p.m./L’audience est suspendue à 12h03 

--- Upon resuming at 1:14 p.m./L’audience est reprise à 13h14  

 

27760. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Good afternoon, everyone. 

 

27761. Ms. Humchitt, are you ready to call your next witness? 

 

27762. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, Madam Chair.   

 

27763. Just wanted to take care of a couple of preliminary matters before we call 

the first witness for this afternoon. 

 

27764. Just wanted to bring your attention to late visual aid, which will be used in 

a PowerPoint presentation later this afternoon, with leave from the Panel.  This matter 

was raised already and we have passed a copy of the PowerPoint to counsel.  And 

there is also -- in the matter of the presentation of Dr. Vigers, the Gladstone 

Reconciliation Program, that has also been passed forward.   

 

27765. If we can take care of those two preliminary matters. 

 

27766. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So, Ms. Humchitt, just so I understand, there’s a 

PowerPoint presentation that you’re asking for -- to be filed as late -- as a late visual 

aid and what’s the other thing that you’re asking for? 

 

27767. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  There’s also another PowerPoint for the 

Gladstone presentation. 

 

27768. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So there’s two PowerPoint presentations? 

 

27769. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes.  I just received the second one, which 

I will pass on to counsel. 

 

27770. MS. HALES:  Perhaps, Madam Chair, as we haven’t had a chance to look 

at the second PowerPoint presentation yet, if we could maybe just deal with the first 

one and then deal with the second PowerPoint presentation after the break, after 
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we’ve had an opportunity to review that? 

 

27771. This is Carol Hales, sorry, counsel for the Board. 

 

27772. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So the second PowerPoint presentation that 

you’re referring to is the one that I might refer to as the Gladstone PowerPoint 

presentation? 

 

27773. And whose presentation is the first PowerPoint presentation for? 

 

27774. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  That would be for Frank Brown, for the 

Heiltsuk Integrated Resource Management Department. 

 

27775. I’m sorry you said the first one, I just want to correct that, the Gladstone 

Reconciliation Program is scheduled before, but we’re not dealing with that one.  So 

the one that we are discussing right now is for Frank Brown’s presentation for 

Heiltsuk Integrated Resource Management Department later this afternoon.   

 

27776. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Mr. Roth, representing Northern Gateway 

Pipelines, have you had the opportunity to review this presentation and do you have 

any comments that you wish to provide on it?   

 

27777. MR. ROTH:  Yes, I have had an opportunity to review it and I have no 

concerns with it being presented.   

 

27778. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Roth.   

 

27779. Are there objections from any other registered parties?   

 

27780. Ms. Humchitt, the Panel accepts the use of the PowerPoint presentation 

for Mr. Frank Brown’s presentation as a late visual aid.   

 

27781. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

 

27782. THE CHAIRPERSON:  And just another point, a preliminary matter on 

my point that I’ve overlooked as I started to ask you to call your next witness.   

 

27783. I understand from the schedule that I’ve been made aware of that we’re 

going to sit this afternoon and that the Panel is wanting to be as flexible as it possibly 

can be.  It would like to travel back before dark, and so given the fact that these days 
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are long days for all of us and filled with much information that we all need to 

process, it would seem that a 6 o’clock ending time, in that neighbourhood, would be 

an appropriate time to finish off the day.   

 

27784. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, I’ve brought this up prior and I do 

have to speak to it now.   

 

27785. That the Heiltsuk Nation, we consider it to be prejudicial to our 

presentation, should we not be allowed to finish our presentation, completely.  We 

have lost a day and a half during these proceedings.   

 

27786. We were ready to go yesterday.  We would really like the opportunity to 

fully finish our presentations and we ask that the Panel be accommodating towards 

that. 

 

27787. And I believe there’s a duty of accommodation towards that so that we can 

have our full oral evidence presentation, and I respectfully request flexibility in 

regards to that so that all of our presenters have the opportunity to present.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27788. THE CHAIRPERSON:  We are wanting to make sure that all parties 

who have registered to speak have that opportunity and it’s been my -- the Panel is 

prepared to be as flexible as it possibly can be, given the changes in schedule that did 

have to occur this week.   

 

27789. Let’s continue forward and see where we get to as we get a little bit 

further on in listening to the presentations.   

 

27790. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

 

27791. THE CHAIRPERSON:  With that, are we ready to call your next 

witness? 

 

27792. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes.  It is my privilege to call forth one of 

our young Heiltsuk, Michelle Brown, if you can please come forward? 

 

MICHELLE BROWN:  Affirmed 
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--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORAL PAR MS. 

MICHELLE BROWN:   

 

27793. MS. MICHELLE BROWN:  I would like to start by thanking the 

working group that we had to prepare for the Panel hearing, for allowing me the time 

to share my stories in regards to my family, and in regards to teachings that I’ve had 

from my family as well.   

 

27794. Today I’m going to be talking and sharing some memories with you about 

my family and I’m going to start with my children as that is why it is so important for 

me to stand before you and to share these stories with you as you have heard us all.   

 

27795. It is our duty and our responsibility as a Heiltsuk people and as 

descendants of our ancestors, they have taught us to respect our lands.  It is our lands 

to maintain but it’s also our duties and our responsibilities to maintain this for our 

future generations.   

 

27796. We’ve been here for thousands and thousands of years.  We all descend 

from here and my children have the right to have grandchildren who have the same 

opportunities that my ancestors before me have.  So I’m going to open with sharing a 

few stories about my children.   

 

27797. I am a mother of four children; I have three daughters.  I am going to start 

with my oldest daughter.  My oldest daughter, her name is Bella Brown.  Bella Rain 

Brown was born February 6
th

, 2001.  She was born 100 years to the day after my 

great granny Agatha Windsor, who was born February 6
th
, 1901.   

 

27798. I am very proud of my daughter.  She has a very different upbringing than 

I do.  I was born here September 27
th
, 1979.  At the age of four my parents had 

separated, at this time my mother relocated to Vancouver -- she is a descendant from 

here -- for education and work purposes for myself and for my brother, she chose to 

relocate to the city.  She resides there still today, along with my brother.   

 

27799. My daughter -- I’m going to share some stories about my oldest daughter 

in regards to my mother.  My mother lives in Vancouver, as I just shared.  I did not 

have the same upbringing as I’m trying to provide for my children.   

 

27800. Growing up until 14 years old in Vancouver I’ve been on a very strong 

learning journey on behalf of myself and the grandchildren that I’ll one day have.  I 

am blessed to be working in the school where I have opportunities, because we have 
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puzzle pieces here; we all have different shared knowledge, we all stem from the 

same family trees.  We are piecing these together so we could provide for our future.   

 

27801. Now, I didn’t -- I came and I spent my summers here, but I didn’t 

experience the things that I want for my children.   

 

27802. My oldest daughter is 11 years old.  She is the oldest granddaughter on 

both my side and her father’s side.  She has a huge responsibility to being the oldest 

daughter and the oldest granddaughter.  She has a lot that she needs to learn and a lot 

that she needs to experience, so she can one day pass these down.   

 

27803. This year my daughter has gone out seaweed picking.  It is not here first 

year, she has gone and done this through school field trips, she has gone out with her 

class last year to pick seaweed.   

 

27804. She spends her weekends with her grandmother Roda on her father’s side.  

Her grandmother Roda takes very big passion in her life and her teachings, as she was 

raised by her grandparents herself, and has a big responsibility as a grandmother to 

my daughter, and she takes this very deeply.   

 

27805. She takes her out on the boat and she shows her our ways that I cannot 

offer her as I am just learning these ways myself.  My daughter has been a big help in 

my learning journey through this, with the experiences that she shares with her 

grandmother Roda and her Papa Chuck.  Going out on the boat, they go out food 

harvesting on a punt.  And that is a punt up there.  It’s an open boat.   

 

27806. I’m going to share with you the story of her going seaweed picking 

because this year she was very, very determined, this past season, where she knows 

the harvesting process for seaweed. 

 

27807. She has witnessed it and she has helped her grandparents do this. 

 

27808. Now, on this last harvesting season, she went out with her grandparents 

and she chose to pick her very own sack all by herself.  She didn’t end there.  When 

she came home, there’s a process, and it’s just not a day process.  She rested for that 

night and she’s spending the weekends with her. 

 

27809. When she woke up on the Saturday, she woke up bright and early because 

we naturally dry our seaweed.  We have racks that we lay out.  Some lay it out on our 

lawns.  Some lay it out up on the roofs.  She made it a point that nobody was to touch 
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her seaweed.  She picked it; she was going to finish it. 

 

27810. She spent the day outside of her grandmother’s house.  She dried it, and 

after her seaweed was dried, she packaged it up into a sheet and she told her 

grandparents, “When I come back next weekend, I am going to finish up my seaweed, 

so you’re not allowed to touch it.”   

 

27811. When she returned, she spent her weekend drying and crisping her 

seaweed.  After she dried and crisped her seaweed, she pounded it where she could 

package it.   

 

27812. I was fortunate enough that she took home a basket of seaweed.  It was 

first growth.  First growth is always the darkest and always the most tasty.  Now, I 

have yet to make a batch of seaweed that is to taste like my daughter Bella’s. 

 

27813. She also chose to send one container down to my mother in Vancouver 

and she chose to pass along one container to a grandfather that she adopted in Alert 

Bay.   

 

27814. Now, it doesn’t stop here for the love of the water with my Bella.  My 

mom does not come to visit very often, as with your busy work schedules in the city, 

you don’t get to just come home.  You don’t get to just visit when you want.  I’m 

lucky if I get my mom home a week a year, and the times that we have her are very, 

very precious to us. 

 

27815. Now, my mom, living in the city, her freezer is full with what comes from 

our oceans and waters.  My mom does not eat meat.  My mom is a seafood eater. 

 

27816. My dad and my mom have been separated since I was four years old.  My 

mom, today, lives with one of my dad’s brothers for about 10 years.  I graduated at 

the same time as one of my cousins, who today is a half sister because her dad and 

my mom have shared the past 10-11 years of their lives together.  It has only enriched 

the lives that we have because now, my sister and my children have a very special 

bond together.   

 

27817. My dad, along with my Uncle Ron, took my daughter Bella out for a 

salmon fishing trip, where they were going to go jigging off the same punt.  Now, 

Bella went on a 14-hour fishing trip. She was out on the open water for 14 hours. 

 

27818. She left my house at 7 o’clock in the morning and she didn’t return to me 
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until after 9 o’clock that night.  She was with my dad and she was with my uncle.  I 

had no worries about her being out on the open water.  She loves it out there and 

she’s been a part of the ocean since she was a tiny baby. 

 

27819. Now, when we came to the next morning, 9 o’clock the next morning, and 

we had all of the fish keeping cool in the carport, my mom and I got up so we could 

go and clean the fish.  At 9 o’clock in the morning, we were out back in my backyard 

where we were cleaning all of the day’s fish that my dad and my uncle had caught, 

and my Bella. 

 

27820. Shortly later, Bella comes out and is wondering why we did not wake her 

up, because she has work to do.  She needs to contribute to the cleaning and to the 

bagging of the fish.  She needs to share with us her experience.  And was I ever 

amazed at the stories that I was told. 

 

27821. My daughter spending 14 hours with my dad and my uncle, she landed 

over 12 fish by rod throughout that day.  She also learned to be able to tell the 

difference between a species of coho, spring salmon, rock cod and lingcod. 

 

27822. With the different species of salmon, having five here, and she was 

exposed to two, the coho and the sockeye, she was able to share with me not only 

how to identify what is a coho and what is a sockeye, but also what is a girl and what 

is a boy.  Now, myself, I’m 32 years old.  I cannot make those differences at this 

moment.  She spent the day sharing these stories with me.   

 

27823. I very much love salmon eggs.  They’re my favourite part of the fish.  

Bella knows this, so she started to tell me, “Mom, this one’s coho; this one’s sockeye.  

Mom, this one’s a girl.”  She could tell by the nose. 

 

27824. I didn’t know if I was going to be opening a fish that had eggs, but it did.  

Every fish that she handed me and said that there was going to be eggs in them 

because they were a girl, she was right.  And this is after a day of being out on the 

water. 

 

27825. Now, these are two harvesting stories that I’ve shared with you.  I would 

like to say thank you because in this audience today, also is a very different family 

that I have other than down here, a lot of this is my family through the descendants, 

which I’ll expand on a little bit later, because right now I’m sharing for my kids.  But 

I have a family who’s sitting on the stands where the past 12 years I’ve had the 

wonderful opportunity to work in different areas of this school.   
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27826. The staff, I’d like to thank for taking their time to come and support me 

and to sit with me and listen.  They all know my children.  My children have very 

wonderful opportunities going to school here in our community school.  They have 

opportunities to learn things that they will never, ever experience in the public 

schools that I know. 

 

27827. For one day a year for the past two years, my daughter Bella has been on 

staff with us.  As we have science days and ocean days here, it is very much not a part 

of our life but a part of our school and the things that we teach to our children.  

They’re very important to us.  They are our way of life. 

 

27828. Bella’s dad is an open-water diver as well as a seasonal fisherman.  For 

the past two years now, my daughter has owned a wetsuit, and for two years she has 

been going into the water and growing comfortable with depths of the ocean that I am 

not comfortable with exploring myself.  Things that she is comfortable with and 

unafraid of, they intrigue her.  Our ocean life intrigues her and she wants to learn a lot 

more about it. 

 

27829. One day last year, she spent in the water in May.  She went down to the 

water, down to the beach just down below the hospital at 9 o’clock in the morning, 

and she suited up in her wetsuit and she went swimming with her dad while her dad 

brought up different species of sea life, the different shapes and sizes of our starfish, 

the different colours of our sea cucumbers, the different species of crabs and eels and 

ganas, the tiny little bullheads that we have around here.  They bring up the different 

local sea life and they present them along the beach waters. 

 

27830. Now, her dad is not comfortable -- he’s comfortable in the water, but he’s 

not a people -- he doesn’t present to people.  That part is left to Bella.  Bella does all 

of the presenting of the sea life to children from nursery, anywhere up to Grade 7.   

 

27831. During the lunch hours, it’s curious community members, often from the 

hospital, who have been watching her; they spend their lunch hours coming down to 

see her.  She doesn’t come out of the water until 2:30 and I’m the one that has to 

make her come out of there, she’s been in the water all the day, and I’m cold along 

the edge.  She’s not ready to come out but she does.   

 

27832. She’s done this for the past two years now where there are scheduled 

times where each class comes in and she shows them -- at the same time there is 

always kids running around on the beach looking under the rocks trying to assist her 
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in looking for the different crabs and the different life that they can show her too. 

 

27833. My daughter Bella is the oldest of my children.  She’s able to identify that 

she would like to be a diver.  She would like to work with animals, and she would 

like to save them.  She has a lot to learn.  She has a big responsibility being a big 

sister and she takes it on with very much pride; she is a very good big sister.   

 

27834. We work together as a team, my family.  I always teach to my children 

that we have to work together.  There is a time right now where they stand at different 

ages but as adults they’re going to be a very strong team.  I am not raising them to 

walk above or below anybody, I am raising them so they could be a team where they 

stand together because together we are strong.  We work together as our families.  

Here we never ever stand alone.  

 

27835. I’d like to share a little bit about my daughter Elli.  My daughter Elli is 

nine years old. She’s 21 months younger than Bella and has been just learning how to 

find her ways.  She is one grade under Bella and often gets mistaken for her.   

 

27836. Now, Elli, she does not have the same passion to be in the water with 

Bella but she loves to be around the water.  She loves to be along the ocean’s edge.  

We have local beaches that we all share and frequent throughout the summer.   

 

27837. Now, Bella could spend seven or eight hours out in the ocean, but at that 

same time my daughter Elli could stay along the ocean’s edge.  She doesn’t go very 

deep.  She gets completely soaking wet along the shallows; that’s where she’s 

comfortable. 

 

27838. She loves to help her grandma with the processing of the fish.  She’s 

helped for years with the canning of our fish.  She loves to be in the kitchen.  She 

loves to be along the seashore and collecting seashells.  She loves to spend the days 

with her friends and her family down at the beach.  She could spend countless hours 

down there, just like every one of our children can. 

 

27839. She’s still young and she still has a lot that she needs to discover about 

herself.  She has a lot of experiences that I’d like for her to have.  Through the school 

she has been able to go out -- and our field trips -- a lot of field trips that I went on, I 

jumped on a big yellow school bus.  My daughter, to go on a field trip -- her next 

field trip that she’s expecting to go out on, she needs to have a change of clothes, she 

needs to have a bag of lunch, she needs to have raingear and she needs to wear a 

lifejacket. 
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27840. Where Bella has had the opportunity to go for seaweed my daughter has 

the opportunity to go to view what happens during the roe on kelp harvesting season.   

 

27841. Elli has also taken trips -- because you hear how our land and our creation 

stories relate.  Elli has gone on field trips -- because in grade two they start to share 

stories with them about our Thathla and that’s -- and when in grade two they also take 

the students to see the site of the stories out in Roscoe.  The Thathla is our -- is almost 

like our Sasquatch.  It’s our -- he carries a basket on his back.  Our children go out on 

our field trips out on our waters. 

 

27842. My youngest daughter is three.  She’s my only daughter who was born in 

the summer.  We have not had many years with her but that does not mean she does 

not understand how much she loves the water.  Her father is a fisherman.  His dad 

runs the community seine boats in the summers.  My daughters Elli, Bella and Daija 

have all grown up on this boat. 

 

27843. Now, Daija is two years old -- well she’s three now but in the summer she 

was two years old.  Where the ferry docks the boat was anchored and my Daija loves 

to swim, she loves fish.  She spends her birthdays down at Goose Bay.   

 

27844. Now, my youngest daughter Daija has seen Bella in the water, and we 

were anchored outside Old Towns, and Bella, no fear of depths of the ocean -- we’re 

anchored out farther than I’d swim, and it’s a big seine boat; we’ve got the skiff 

beside it. 

 

27845. Bella suits up in her wetsuit and she goes and does laps with the fish 

around the boat.  I kept Daija busy as much as I can but as soon as she seen Bella out 

on that water she had to join her.  My daughter was two.   

 

27846. I was not comfortable with what I needed to do for her.  She was very, 

very insistent that she had to go swimming with her sister.  Thank goodness there was 

a tube because I don’t -- I have a dry suit but I don’t use it as often as my daughter 

does -- her wetsuit.   

 

27847. I took this inner tube and I went down -- and meanwhile we’re anchored 

out way over our heads. I am not in a lifejacket and my two year old daughter is not 

sporting a lifejacket, we are in a floaty tube, a circle.  Now I’m going floating around 

and I’m chasing my daughter because her younger sister wants to swim with her in 

the water. 
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27848. Having been down at the local beach and going swimming in the ocean 

she was very determined to do what her sister was doing.  My three -- I’m sorry, I 

keep she’s three, but she was two at the time.  She hangs off of the inner tube where 

three-quarters of her body is in the water.  And that’s where we were for over a half 

an hour.   

 

27849. She wasn’t ready to get out of the water but she was not in a wetsuit like 

her sister so I -- the ocean is cold and spending that amount of time I had her take a 

break and we went back on to the seine boat. 

 

27850. I have a son; I have one son who is seven years old.  His name is Melvin.  

We fondly know him as Blue through different stories of his grandfather.   

 

27851. Now, I have mentioned a few times now that my children’s grandfather 

runs a community boat named The Kwiaawah and has since they were young.  It’s a 

community boat that takes us to different community functions.   

 

27852. Now, we had gone down to Hakai and it was one of the greatest memories 

that I share and will continue to share with my son, because we have pictures of him 

up in the wheelhouse, four generations on one boat, along with community members 

and friends. 

 

27853. My son will not always remember the times that he had on the boat with 

his great-grandfather but through pictures and through my memories of him and the 

times that he shared, he will know of the times that he spent out there.   

 

27854. My son is a young boy.  There’s a lot of teachings that I will not be able to 

teach to him, a lot of teachings that my family has a responsibility to help.  He needs 

to be able to grow to be a strong Heiltsuk man.  He needs to be able to experience the 

things that his grandfather’s -- not even just his grandfather, his dad.   

 

27855. My son has been on the boat with his dad, his Grandfather Doug and his 

Papa Slim.  Four generations on the boat.   

 

27856. His grandfather Slim did not -- he was up and a very strong man until the 

day of his passing.  He did as much on the boat as he can.  All of my children, even 

though it is not directly their grandfather but their great-grandfather, have memories 

with their great-grandparents.  Their great-grandfather Slim has been on the boat with 

them all. 
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27857. I want a lot of things for my children because, from a female perspective, 

there’s a lot of things that we need to learn.  From my son’s side, he’s just starting to 

go out on the boat again.  The seasons are just coming.  He’s already been out on the 

harvesting grounds with his dad and his Papa.  I want him to be able to carry on these 

traditions.  I want him to be able to learn them as he has every rights to. 

 

27858. I’m going to give a little bit of a background now because I’ve shared the 

importance of why.  These are my children.  I’m going to give a little about myself 

because my presentation is on family.  I’ve only shared with you in regards to my 

children but I have a little bit of a background myself, being their mom. 

 

27859. My name is Michelle Shana Brown.  I was born Michelle Shana Vickers, 

September 27
th
, 1979, here in Bella Bella down in our hospital.  Today, I have with 

me my oldest daughter, my father and my Grandma Maggie.  I call her “my Nanny”.  

My Nanny is 82 years old.  She is a big big reason moving here at age 14. 

 

27860. I had spent a lot of summers here.  I have memories down on our beaches.  

I have memories with different -- my Papa Daniel rowing me around on a skiff but I 

didn’t completely learn and understand who I am and I’m only in the beginning 

stages of that. 

 

27861. I’ve been working here at the school for 12 years now and have slowly 

been gathering puzzle pieces of my life and my history.   

 

27862. I’m going to start because I’ve shown you that I have my dad and my 

Nanny here.  My Nanny Maggie is a very very priceless and important part in life.  

She has a huge part of my upbringing and a huge part of the values that I have today. 

 

27863. My Nanny is 82 years old -- 81, sorry, she’s correcting me.  She’s 81 years 

old.  Through my Nanny, her father -- his name is Mark Campbell -- his mother’s 

name is Susan Campbell.  My great-granny Susan Campbell, she lived to be 126 

years old.  A hundred and twenty-six (126) years old my Granny Susan lived to be.   

 

27864. As a young girl, starting from younger than three, my Nanny along with 

her parents, her brothers and her aunt -- ‘cause in the house, over in Gullchuk, just 

across the way from Shearwater, is where they spent their salmon fishing months.  

The last two weeks of October up until Christmas time, their family lived over there 

for harvesting of our salmon. 
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27865. My Nanny Maggie lived with her parents, Mark Campbell and Agnes 

Jackson.  She lived with her great-granny Susan Campbell and Alex Campbell.  She 

lived with her brothers, Herbert and Lawrence, and she lived with her auntie Eva and 

her uncle Frank.   

 

27866. Her uncle Frank also had Willy West there with him.  She cannot 

remember if it was his uncle or his brother. 

 

27867. They lived over there in a big house where she fondly remembers over 

200 fish there.  Their big house, as you’ve seen, are opened like our gym here and 

that’s where they lined.  We had no refrigerators; we had to be able to have our food 

throughout.  So they dried it up there. 

 

27868. And we moved.  You’ve seen our maps where we consist of five main 

territories:  the ‘Wuyalitxv, ‘Wuiaitxv, ‘Qvuqvayaitxv, ‘Yisdaitxv and ‘Xixis.  

 

27869. We did not have a store.  You’ve also heard that we all have family lines 

that we maintain.  We move with the seasons so we can harvest the foods and 

maintain our lands.  My Nanny is sharing her story with me of living over there and 

remembering that she was a little girl, the age of my youngest daughter, living over 

there.   

 

27870. She remembers that before marshmallows were roasted over the open fire, 

we roasted clams.  That’s something that she misses dearly as, back then, we had -- 

there was beaches that they dig for their clams and her father always reminded her 

that, after a year or two of digging those two in a row, that you have to leave them 

alone for a few years ‘cause that’s how you get back the sizes of clams that you want 

to be able to eat them and to cook them the way you enjoy them. 

 

27871. Now, my great-granny Susan and my Nanny’s family, they were one of 

the first families along with Moses Humchitt’s family -- Susan Campbell and Moses 

Humchitt family were the first to move over to this side.  My great-granny Susan, her 

first home was down at Goose Bay. 

 

27872. That’s a beach just down this way.  It’s the very beach that I take and I 

invite my family and my friends to come and join me for my three year-old daughter  

-- her birthday is in August.  That’s where we spend her birthdays is down that beach. 

 

27873. As a child, I would go down to that beach ‘cause it has these little purple 

plums.  I know a couple of areas where you can get these purple plums but I had no 
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idea that that tree that I was going to pick was on the lot of my great-granny Susan 

and was planted by the hands of my great-granny and I thought it was very -- they’re 

going to taste all the more better now when I pick them knowing that they come from 

my great-granny Susan. 

 

27874. Now, on my dad’s dad’s side of the family, I’m related to the speaker 

before me, Josh.  Our grandfathers are brothers.  My grandfather’s name was George 

Vickers.  My great-grandfather’s name was Harry Vickers.  They come from the 

‘Qvuqvayaitxv. 

 

27875. The waters that you guys passed through to go over to Shearwater, you’re 

travelling through my trap line through the Vickers side of my family.  My dad was 

handed down his family trap line from his dad, George Vickers and Harry Vickers 

before him held the same family trap line. 

 

27876. A few years ago, before my youngest daughter was born, my dad, having 

two children -- I’m his only daughter -- chose to hand it down to me and I imagine it 

was not a very easy decision to make because he has a son.  His son lives in the city.  

His son does not live off the land like his daughter does and he needed to make a very 

difficult decision because the trap line was passed down to his daughter. 

 

27877. My dad, to take this, we sat around at a table.  There was quite a number 

of us.  My dad along with my Nanny Maggie, my dad’s spouse, Tanya Campbell, my 

auntie Barb, my cousin Lindsay and Marvin, my daughter Bella and my uncle Tim 

along with myself all sat down at the table when it was decided and when my dad 

made the announcement that he was going to be passing this down to me. 

 

27878. With that, I had a huge responsibility.  My name is Michelle Shana 

Brown. 

 

27879. My children’s dad, his name Melvin Bruce Brown, my daughter is Bella 

Rain Brown, Ellie Eden Makayla and Melvin Blue Brown Junior.  My youngest 

daughter, for the purpose of my family and being passed down something so 

important to me, my youngest daughter’s name is Daija Viola Vickers Brown.   

 

27880. She wears Vickers first.  I love my children with my heart and all of my 

soul.  Through their father’s side their family trap lines go down towards Calvert 

Island.  They have Brown side of the family trap lines.   

 

27881. The trap line stays with my youngest daughter for the purpose of 
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maintaining that it is Vickers trap line.  And it was very important to me and I was 

very thankful for their father to allowing me the honour to carry my -- my daughter to 

carry my maiden name first.   

 

27882. I’d like to speak, just briefly, in regards to my mom’s parents as through 

them I descend from Bella Bell as well.  My mom’s parent’s names are Mabel Hall 

and Daniel Humchitt.  My grandpa Daniel comes from a very large family; 15 

surviving children and 22 altogether, my papa descends from, of his brothers and 

sisters.  He is one of the youngest of them.  A lot of us here in this room descend from 

Louisa Humchitt and Albert Humchitt.   

 

27883. I would like to take it one step further because Albert Humchitt is also 

Agatha Windsor’s oldest half-brother.  When Magaga had her children -- she had two 

husbands and through her first husband she had Albert Humchitt.  He gave her 15 

children.  Now, through her second husband, Charlie Windsor, she had eight other 

children.  So Magaga had nine children altogether.   

 

27884. My children descend from Magaga five times through myself and their 

father.  Magaga’s oldest child is Albert Humchitt, and her second youngest child is 

Agatha Windsor.  They are half brother and sister. 

 

27885. Agatha Windsor is my nanny Maggie’s mother-in-law.  Albert Humchitt is 

my papa Daniel’s father.  We are very intricate families here.  You have seen the 

different territorial maps that we have and how we descend from there.  You have 

heard some of the history that has been shared with us through our ancestors.   

 

27886. As the younger generation of our Heiltsuk people we take it very strong to 

our heart and we are doing the very best that we can to put together our pieces so we 

can provide a history for our children and the ones who will descend from us.   

 

27887. We have the rights, and it is our duty and responsibility to do what has 

been done for us, our ancestors, the things that we have to teach to our children, the 

things and the knowledge that we know, we have because our ancestor have took it 

upon themselves to make it their duty and responsibility to teach to us so we do not 

forget who we are. 

 

27888. We are taking on that responsibility to do as much learning as we can so 

we can ensure that for our descendants because we plan to be here forever.  We’ve 

been here forever and we are not going anywhere. 
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27889. We are going to maintain our lands as has done before us.  Our children 

and my grandchildren will be here and stand strong to maintain and look after our 

lands.  As we understand it is our duty and our responsibility because it belongs to us. 

 

27890. We all descend from here.  We all have family roots here.  We all have 

family trap lines.  We all have family stories.  We all have different spots in our 

territory that we have responsibility to look after and maintain. 

 

27891. And we understand that it is a big, big territory and at this moment in time 

there is not a lot of us.  At one time there was and we are growing strong again.  

There will be a day where we occupy more of our lands because we do use it all.  We 

do not live out in it all, but we travel to it and we do maintain it.   

 

27892. I’d like to thank you very, very much for coming here and for hearing our 

stories, for hearing our histories.  I’d like to thank you for taking the time to try to 

understand where we are coming from.  As we were not sure how we were going to 

be feeling with you guys being here and all I have is gratitude and thankfulness that 

you guys are joining.   

 

27893. As I had gone up to Kitimat and in witnessing, it was kind of a scary thing.  

You guys can be a very intimidating people.  Seeing the heart that you guys have in 

you, and seeing the people side to you as I hope that you have seen to us, because I 

understood that we were intimidating too when you guys got off of the plane. 

 

27894. But seeing the time that you guys have spent with us and the talks, and the 

ways that I’ve seen you interact in, you guys just don’t sit there; you guys interact 

with us on the breaks.  The way you guys are putting interest to our people, to our 

school, I’m very, very thankful. 

 

27895. So thank you very much for coming to listen to our people and to -- your 

understanding because I very much do hope you understand that this is our livelihood 

and our way of life.  This is our future that we’re fighting for and we are very 

passionate about it because this is the only way of life we know and it’s the only way 

of life that we want to teach to our children. 

 

27896. I’d like to thank the staff for coming out and supporting me because it 

made a lot easier.  I’d like to thank all of my family who is here because it is through 

seeing all of their faces, I look around; there’s a lot of people I’d like to thank for 

coming out and being here with me. 
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27897. I see you all sitting here and through having you here and knowing the 

comfort that I’m talking to people that I know and I’m comfortable with, it has given 

me the strength as I was very nervous to share the things that I did. 

 

27898. And I’m very thankful that you are here to support, not only myself, but 

all of the speakers who are speaking on behalf of our people because we are going to 

save our waters. 

 

27899. We have said our message and people are hearing and we are going to 

continue to stand strong, together.   

 

27900. Thank you very much for this time. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

27901. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you very much for your oral evidence, 

Ms. Brown. 

 

27902. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

 

27903. And it is a great pleasure that I would like to call up another one of our 

young Heiltsuk and please come on up, Jordan Wilson.   

 

JORDAN WILSON:  Affirmed 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MR. 

JORDAN WILSON: 

 

27904. MR. JORDAN WILSON:  Is that okay if I sit?  Do you mind if I sit?   

 

27905. I just want to say thank you to the Hemas, the Oo-maaks, the Jiya (ph) in 

here; I’d just like to say thank you to honoured guests, Bella Coola, Rivers Inlet, 

South Tsimshians.  I really appreciate all the strength and support that you give our 

community here and with our gathering.   

 

27906. I’d just like to say that I’ve learned a lot from hearing you guys’ speeches 

that you’ve shared and you’ve given me strength and willpower to face my concerns.  

And I really appreciate the Panel for allowing us to greet you, and thank you for 

understanding that --our cultural ways and I show you my appreciation.   
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27907. And, you know, we have a lot to live for in this community and, every 

year, the fight gets a little bit stronger every year.  We do our best to conserve what 

we have in our territory for our people with encroaching logging industry and sport 

fishing industry.  We just -- we try to make it our people first when it comes to 

industry.   

 

27908. All our Elders, a lot of our late Elders and Chiefs that state that they wish 

to have our people first in all of these industry jobs that come into our territory, and 

you heard that this morning from a lot of our fishermen and Chiefs here.  And I think 

that a lot of industries have opened their doors to our people, but they seem to shy 

away once they’re in our territory.  They don’t -- what I’ve noticed is the doors don’t 

remain open in a lot of the logging industry case.   

 

27909. Where we make a living from our land, not just from the water but from 

the land as well, we have struggled at this ongoing battle.  And coming from me -- 

because I sit back and watch it all go down -- I’m just a food gatherer. 

 

27910. I go out there, I hunt, and I fish, I collect seaweed, I dig clams.  I respect 

all my traditions and values and the areas that I harvest from.  And I was taught well 

not to take everything.  I was taught to leave some so that something will grow back 

the next year, and I respect that from the Elders’ teachings.   

 

27911. So I’m trying to talk out of my heart right now.  I have a lot written and I 

just wanted to share very quickly, you know, some of my Heiltsuk territory traditions 

and stories and so I just -- I basically -- this is a letter that I wrote up to Parks Canada 

and they have a copy of this.  This is the other copy.  But they wanted to say:    What 

was the most important thing to me in my territory?  So I said, okay, I’ll do up the 

best recommendation I can. 

 

27912. And so:  The most common stories are the Heiltsuk traditions that pertain 

to the land and oceans for food harvesting.   

 

27913. For generation to generation, information has been passed down to 

families.  The teachings are the oldest of this territory -- territorial practice -- 

practices.  These were the highest of education and learning for survival and respect 

for our resources for the inland waters to the outer coast has been used for its 

significance in all food preparations of the Heiltsuk Nation.   

 

27914. Strength is the key to a community’s growth and that is through our food 
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and territory.  The territory is sacred for the Heiltsuk-speaking people who use every 

area of it from corner to end.  Its vitality has supported people for thousands of years.   

 

27915. Now with growing information, new research of the Heiltsuk, there are 

new information to protect old historic sites which were used for harvesting and 

village locations.  Between food harvesting there was types of medicines, trees, that 

were sought after for comfort and use.  Many areas have natural human vegetations 

like wild rice and a variety of berries.  Some areas were natural and others were 

cultivated to suit consumption.  Because Bella Bella is an isolated community that 

does not mean it does not use its full territory for its purposes.   

 

27916. Traditional areas outside of harvest include seaweed, herring eggs, clams, 

cockles, cod, halibut, salmon, a variety of salmon, seal, and deer meat, mountain 

goats, goose neck, barnacles, crabs, urchins, mussels.  

 

27917. So I basically put it down into an area where these kind of foods are 

harvested and these ones were from the outside area.  And -- but that’s not to say that 

a lot of our inland areas were cultivated, like, clam gardens.  A lot of the berries that 

are grown -- that grow wild on the outside were transferred into the inside or vice 

versa. 

 

27918. Where you see -- I’ve been to islands where I’ve noticed an awful amount 

of berries there for some reason and it just -- to me, everything occurs within 

knowledge of while understanding how if things move around -- moved around in our 

territory at one time.   

 

27919. And the central territory harvests include anything from a variety of trees, 

berries, medicines, cod, halibut, a variety of salmon, seals, deer, ducks, geese, and 

these include the inlets of Matheson, Spiller -- these are channels -- Matheson 

Channel, Spiller Channel, Briggs Inlet, Roscoe Inlet in the south, to Goose Island, 

Raymond Pass, Seaforth Channel, Lama Pass, Hunter Channel, Culpit (ph) Sounds, 

Spider Island, Hunter Island, King Island, and Ellerslie Channel, Fisher Channel, Fitz 

Hugh Sound Channel, Hakai Channel.  There’s a lot.   

 

27920. And for the inland gatherings, there was berries, medicine, wild rice, cod, 

halibut, variety of salmon, seals, deer, ducks, geese, mountain goats, grouse, beaver, 

river otter, a variety of trees, mink, marten, crab, and trout.  Some trapping and hand 

logging is still practiced by the Heiltsuk throughout the whole territory.   

 

27921. The extent of the inside lands goes from Kimsquit, Quatna, Qa’cukvm, 
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and the reaches in between the bays, plus -- so there’s a further extent to our families 

in intermarriages with Oweekeno, with Bella Coola, with the South Tsimshian.  So it 

extends beyond our actual borders that are put in place.  So I could go a little further 

but I just put it as what I know as Heiltsuk territory. 

 

27922. And during the months of April and the -- during the month of April, the 

Elders went out in boats to set hemlock trees.  The trees were left in the water for at 

least two or three days.  Depending on the size of the spawn, the men would bring the 

roe -- the herring roe eggs in.  The women would dry the eggs in the sun.  Then, they 

were layered in red cedar boxes with red cedar leaves to preserve the eggs.  This was 

done traditionally. 

 

27923. Today, they still gather the herring eggs in the same manner too but not 

always preserved in the same way as the Elders. 

 

27924. During the months May, early part of June, the Elders went out to their 

camps to pick and dry seaweed.  They stayed out at the camps for at least one month. 

 

27925. I don’t like the echo.  Pardon me if you can’t hear me; I just don’t want to 

have an echo come back at me when I’m talking. 

 

27926. So during the earlier month of May, part of the earlier month of June, they 

went out to the camps to pick the seaweed and dry the seaweed.  They stayed out at 

the camps for at least one month.  If the weather was bad, I was told that they would 

dry the seaweed by the fires; dry the seaweed in their camps by fire.  

 

27927. During the time they were out there, they prepared various other foods.  

They caught halibut, various cod and picked abalone.  These foods were also dried 

and stored away with special leaves.  

 

27928. During the summer and early fall, the Elders preserved fish for the winter.  

These fish were either smoke dried or barbeque dried.  The salmon was smoked for at 

least two to three days and placed in homemade boxes between layers of red cedar 

leaves or skunk cabbage leaves. 

 

27929. This process was also shared to me by our Elders that have given me 

knowledge and ways to survive if I were to move away without contemporary 

material.  I would still have this knowledge to go without anything and survive the 

way that our people did with nothing, you know, from the modern-day preparations 

of food. 
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27930. So these leaves preserve the fish and they were able to keep longer.  So 

these special leaves that they used, the red cedar bough leaves, and they lined them in 

the boxes, which have a waxy film on there, and it helps to keep moisture out.  So this 

is one of the things that was like learned -- learned knowledge was how to keep things 

from getting moist -- like damp -- so it was able to keep its dryness. 

 

27931. So I was telling you, salmon was also barbequed but then it was smoke 

dried as well to make sure that that moisture was not in the salmon.  So that process 

was one of the ones that was chosen probably if they had an abundance more of 

salmon to process and didn’t have room in their smokehouse, they would have 

barbequed it until it was dry and then smoked it until it was cured completely.  So sort 

of like that pemmican that they make on that -- in the east coast, eh, pemmican?  Are 

you aware of pemmican? 

 

27932. The fish was also preserved in the same manner as smoked fish.  So this 

was a speed-up method of drying our fishing and using -- for keeping. 

 

27933. So long ago our ancestors picked and dried a variety of wild berries, salal  

-- salal berries, blueberries, wild blackberries, huckleberries, salmon berries and 

others.  We have wild raspberry too.  So that’s in a lot of our inland upper river 

systems.   

 

27934. I’ve worked with Salmon Fraser University a few times and also worked 

with the Qqs Society down in Gwaii and I’ve crossed numerous amount of different 

type of berries that are quite interesting to see.  A lot of them are medicinal. 

 

27935. These were dried in the sun for use during the winter. 

 

27936. Today, berries are still picked and preserved, not in the same common way 

as the past.  We now mix it with sugar and put them in jars and seal them. 

 

27937. My personal favourite is the salal berry.  I just love salal berry jam. 

 

27938. And I just wanted to say that our Elders used to go out hunting for deer, 

mountain goat and seals for their families.  These were nutritious foods for the village 

people.  And I have to mention in that that the ducks and geese as well.   

 

27939. And we still go hunting for these foods.  Some of us still dry them into 

jerky but nowadays we more prefer to put them in jars and preserve them for the 
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winter -- winter months, or ceremonial use, which I believe that I’m becoming more 

accustomed to supporting in my life.   

 

27940. I help as many different families that don’t get out on the boat that I know 

of that appreciate our food, that don’t get it regularly. And that’s where I come from 

as a food gatherer.  I do as much as I can and when I can.  And I really appreciate it 

when my family members call me out to go out on the boat because it helps me help 

someone else.  So, you know, I take as much as I need and then I share the rest.   

 

27941. I have a -- I was raised this way with a grandmother that had her children 

provide for her, and I was provided for.  The least I can do is show the community 

back the way I was raised and give back the way that I was provided for. 

 

27942. So, as I was saying, when the hunters went out, they would return home 

with plenty of meat and they would divide it between the people so they’d have 

something good to eat. 

 

27943. So in conclusion to this part of my session, the Heiltsuk people have used 

traditional foods for survival, sustenance and trade, which is a part of seasonal and 

habit and the method of use.  I should say -- I made a mistake here.  It’s part of art of 

season and habitat and the methods of use. 

 

27944. Heiltsuk people are also a very sharing community with personal needs.  

They show genuine respect to everyone in their territory.   

 

27945. As Bella Bella moves into the 21
st
 century, it is faced with growing 

concerns of expanding sport fishing, as I said, logging industries encroaching on our 

outer territory that could possibly harm sacred places, and already have.   

 

27946. As a people, they’ve never taken more than they need and that goes for 

personal consumption and material use. 

 

27947. I’d just like to share really two quick stories that came from my Elders.  I 

did it in very short form.  One comes from my family and it refers to a sacred, 

spiritual occurrence that happened in our territory in the beginning of time, and the 

story comes right from our Elders that are one of the four tribes of the Heiltsuk 

speaking people, and it was called “The Rising House In Roscoe”. 

 

27948. And I have short-formed it just to share you with some of the traditions 

that were gained through supernatural occurrences.  This is the way we were taught.  
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This is the way the beginning started, and it means a lot to me. 

 

27949. The story begins with hunters travelling into Roscoe Inlet, when they see 

something emerging from the water at a distance.  They watch the large object come 

to the surface of the ocean; amazed that the form looked like a house.   

 

27950. They neared the massive figure in the middle of the inlet.  Noticing there 

was an entrance, the hunters curiously led themselves through the doorway.  The 

house was full of gifts in very fancy cedar boxes.  The boxes were covered with art 

crests, designs, in all colours of the land, spiritual boxes.   

 

27951. The first thing the hunters did was look through the boxes before leaving.  

What they found were many tools; some of them for hunting, others for fishing.  

There were also art tools in many of the boxes. 

 

27952. So the hunters took a bit of everything that they could make use of.  At 

that point they rounded up everything and put it all into their canoe.  As they were 

leaving the great house it began to sink.   

 

27953. They brought their story home with them -- they brought their story home 

with all their goods that they were gifted with.  It comes from my family. 

 

27954. The reason why it’s hard for me to share this is because it’s like taking 

something out of a treasure box that you don’t share everyday.  I’m kind of like -- 

kind of in grief because I wouldn’t think of sharing it with this many people here.  

And it means something to me because, you know, when I was a kid -- this is what I 

recollected from when I was a kid right.   

 

27955. So the stories begin -- this one is of the house of the halibut.  So now this 

is real treasured little stories that the family shared with me when I was a kid.  These 

people aren’t with us today, so that’s why I’m shaken up so.  So I’m sharing you 

about the house of the halibut.   It’s really short.   

 

27956. The story begins with a Chief inviting a halibut to talk.  The Chief had not 

had food for --this is a supernatural story.  The Chief had not had food for many, 

many months and his family was starving.   

 

27957. So the Chief went to the house of the halibut where he knew where the 

halibut was, to ask the halibut to talk.  So the halibut listened to the Chief and he was 

invited to come to speak in his house. 
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27958. So the halibut convinces the halibut to come and have dinner or have a 

talk about what’s going on.  And the Chief was able to convince the halibut to come 

and the Chief tricked the halibut in a convincing story which then he was able to feed 

his family with the halibut.   

 

27959. That’s a short story.   

 

27960. You’ll have to forgive me.  That was a very historic -- I don’t get up very 

much and share my family stories.  So this is a real honour and I appreciate it that you 

listen to me. 

 

27961. I just wanted to speak on behalf of some of the teachings that are more -- I 

don’t know how much time that I have left, but.   

 

27962. I’ve gone to Northwest Community College in Prince Rupert and did 

some training there in resource training, and this was two years ago.  And I still have 

a lot of fresh writing and fresh knowledge that I’ve only broken the surface to and I 

think it’s interesting how in a encyclopedia I can find the Heiltsuk history and the 

accounts of our trades at trading sites, unrecorded village sites, burial sites, and 

campsites. 

 

27963. It’s just one of the most important things I’ve ever found in my life and 

I’m still in shock that I have it written here in front of me, and it’s very sacred to me 

you know.   

 

27964. And it’s the way that I think that the Crown or the government should 

realize that -- you know, beforehand, if you’re ever to make use of our territory, that 

every consultation, like as what you’re doing now, is done in a thorough manner that 

you’re doing.   

 

27965. And this is very appreciated by me that you’ve come this far again to do 

this, and because there’s no toxic or flammable or anything that is allowed through 

our inner coast up, until the government now is trying to change that law and allow 

these vessels to come through our territory and jeopardize what little we have on our 

coast.   

 

27966. So I would just like to say that it is very detrimental that the government 

should be able to change this law that protects us from harmful cargos going through 

our inner land coasts.   
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27967. I fished many days out jigging on a boat on the outer coast, and I’ve 

watched tankers go by out there.  I know they’re coming down from Alaska, probably 

full of oil.  They’re never allowed through our inner coast, never.   

 

27968. And I don’t know how that, you know, that would be made okay for our 

government, our Canadian government to allow harmful cargo to go through our 

inner coast which they’ve disallowed for a hundred years, you know, since the Queen 

recognized us as a sovereign people living here.   

 

27969. You know that we take little from the land and put back as well by what 

we do and our practices that have given us the right to be here and to be recognized to 

be here.  This really speaks deep to me when I hear all these great people that have 

shared, you know, from their upbringing, you know.   

 

27970. I grew up on soul food.  You know, I’ve heard people call it soul food.  

It’s very good soul food.  It’s good for our brains.  It’s good for our bones.  Nothing 

can replace it. 

 

27971. We have a system in here.  It’s resource stewardship and monitoring in our 

territory.  The people responsible for negotiations in our territory are broken up into 

two groups, the marine use plan decision makers and the forestry planners.   

 

27972. The marine use planners are the late Don Vickers, Julie Carpenter, Gary 

Housty, Mel Innes and Fred Reid.  For the forestry plan group there’s Bill Gladstone, 

Williford Humchitt, Reg Moody and John Bolton.  There should be some names 

added to this. 

 

27973. There’s some maybe not with them anymore, but these are our guys that 

work together, and they have regular meetings to orchestrate what happens in our 

territory.  They post in our local newsletters what they’re up to.  

 

27974. So there are groups that organize provincial and federal grants and funding 

in my community with the help of Guardians Co-Management Department.  The 

workers there, Mike Reid and Davey Wilson, they have a staff group of about six 

other workers. 

 

27975. In all sectors, the Heiltsuk call for the conservation of cultural and natural 

resources and Heiltsuk priority access to resources for cultural and sustenance use, 

and we’re supported by funder and organized groups.  Should I mention Ecotrust, 
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Raincoast.  There’s many other ones that don’t work with us anymore, Forest Action 

and other groups. 

 

27976. I’d just like to go on about the Co-Management Guardian Watchmanship.  

This is the program that I took in Northwest Community College.  It was the 

Guardian Watchmen Program. 

 

27977. The Heiltsuk Band has worked hard to get help and funding for our 

resources.  There are people like Larry Jorgenson, Kelly Brown, that have been there 

from the start. 

 

27978. I’d like to recognize Larry Jorgenson as one of the first chairpeople that 

have started the Guardian Watchmen in our territory, and he gained knowledge 

through Elders about the Guardian Watchmen Program that he shared with me 

himself, that in the past our Chiefs would -- they would get workers from our local 

community to go out and protect our larger rivers from poaching, guys that would go 

in and fish illegally.   

 

27979. So that’s where the Guardian Watchmen came from.  They actually 

weren’t called Guardian Watchmen.  They were just called the Watchmen and they 

would report back to the Chiefs.  These people were the original heads and security of 

our territory that monitored and allowed fishing to go on with control of our people. 

 

27980. So I’ll go on from there.  So Kelly Brown, that -- and Kelly Brown has 

done a lot for the community as well.  He supports -- right from the beginning, he 

supported the youth and the growth of our traditional song and dance right from the 

start.  And this is a big -- these two people have -- they stick out in the resource 

developments in this community as far as monitoring and growth is concerned.  So 

they’ve been there from the start and continue to give their time and effort to keep 

things going in my community. 

 

27981. My Band has also concentrated hard on economic development for our 

community members.  It’s been a difficult balance, but with new agreements that are 

now being put into place, we can begin to see a brighter future. 

 

27982. The Guardian Program shows that our people are capable of managing our 

own resources.  It is only a matter of time before more of our members in my Band 

join in on the program. 

 

27983. The other organizations that fund and help the Heiltsuk resources are 
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Raincoast Koeye Society, Simon Fraser University, Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans, B.C. Parks and others that are up and coming and joining the show. 

 

27984. Big and small, they help to create the land use plan and provide general 

management for 10 key resource sectors, including heritage, plant, forest, wildlife, 

biodiversity, hunting, trapping, beaches, freshwater, tourism, minerals and energy 

access.  In all sectors, the Heiltsuk call for the conservation of cultural and natural 

resources and Heiltsuk priority access to resources for cultural and sustenance use. 

 

27985. I just want to share -- before I close, I wanted to share some of the history 

that I learned while I was in the program.  To me, it makes sense to share with the 

knowledge that is put out into Canadian history.  I found this in an encyclopaedia in 

the Northwest Community College, and it makes sense to me that other people that 

are interested in our area or our territory can go into a major library and dig out 

information like this and find out and say, “Hey, these guys are already in the book 

here.”   

 

27986. But for you to come here, it makes sense, you know, that you don’t just 

say, “Okay, this is a history lesson” and leave it at that.  I mean, people still live here.  

They still practise the same traditions that were passed down from cultural traditions, 

and that’s exactly the way I’ve put it, the Heiltsuk territory, traditions and stories.  So 

it makes a big deal of impact to what it means. 

 

27987. This is one research that I’ve done and it describes trading sites in my 

territory.  It describes unrecorded village sites in my territory, old burial sites, 

campsites that were all used in the previous description of how our people utilized the 

outer coast to the middle of our territory, to the inner uses of our territory. 

 

27988. The circulation of food, the wealth of the food and the cultivation goes 

deep into my life and the way it’s -- I’m teaching my kids how to go pick berries, 

how to preserve berries.  They’ve yet to experience the seaweed picking with me.  

They have yet to experience the setting kelp and the hemlock trees for herring eggs 

with me, but I do this on a large scale with friends and family, and we like to get the 

job done. 

 

27989. We do a lot of work together, and I appreciate that, you know, that I’m 

called on to do hard work for family and this community.  It makes me feel good, you 

know.  Every time I go out and do that, I learn more and more about, you know, 

giving, you know, and I receive happiness back.  So it makes me happy to be able to 

give something; you know?  
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27990. So I’m gonna share this history because it’s something that I researched 

and every time I did a research, it was thoroughly looked at from my upbringing point 

of view. 

 

27991. I’ll just start:   We have four tribes in Bella Bella -- I don’t know if you 

have seen the chart there.  There’s Inland, there’s Midland and then there’s Outer 

Coast Tribe and we recognize that in our family lineage that we are all part of each of 

the tribes now.  And not just one particular family controls one area now, we look it 

as together we protect this one area now. 

 

27992. It’s no longer one family stands up for this one area, it’s all of us stands up 

for that one area and I would like to clarify that just as far as the respect of the trap 

lines go, that was something that was put in place by the fur trade.  The Crown issued 

those significant licences and permits to do that and this is something that our people 

need to understand:  it does not acknowledge the rest of us.   

 

27993. One family should not take acknowledgement for that one area but all of 

us take acknowledgement for that one area.  Whether it’s a trap line or not I am just 

saying, I’ve heard that a family was removed from Spider Island in the talkings today.  

That family provided for other families in that area, whether it was shellfish, bottom 

fish or salmon, which is great and herring as well. 

 

27994. We provided for one another and that’s where it comes down to standing 

with one mind and one heart and it really -- it makes sense to me because I can see 

how one family can weak and pushed out of the way by a big government quite easily 

but when we’re all standing together, it’s not going to happen that easy. 

 

27995. I was raised Heiltsuk, I have my stepfather here, he’s in the building here, 

his mother is Heiltsuk ‘Xixis and his father comes from Haisla and I just want to 

share that with you because I do stand with the Haisla people as well.  I didn’t go up 

for their protest but I would like to say that I stand firm with their saying “No” to 

Enbridge because of the shore line that belongs to them.   

 

27996. In regards to that shore line, First Nations come first.  No other 

government, no other entity, no other industry should invade on that shore line.  That 

shore line belongs to them.  They have all rights over that shore line and nobody else 

has a say.  By all rights that was given to us by the Queen of England and I don’t 

know if the government is rewriting the Indian Act, which I hear they have been, I’ve 

only read it once, I have the Indian Act book myself and I know that, you know, we 
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have the rights to the waters, the fresh water, all fresh water is First Nations’ rights.   

 

27997. We don’t have -- need a permit to go and harvest our food in our fresh 

water, that fresh water belongs to -- it’s First Nations-owned. 

 

27998. But, okay, I know I’m pushing it, so … 

 

27999. I’m a harvester, I’m just trying to express my traditional food gathering 

rights and I wanted to know why that things are becoming difficult for our people. 

 

28000. The first step is to give documentation and preserve our cultural sites.  To 

industries or sport fishing companies, make them aware of precautions in the area 

then ask them what gives them the rights above ours.   

 

28001. This is history, I’m reading out of history analysis that I did study on.  

And who did they get the right to get it, to get the rights, to do what they want to do 

in an area that is historic?   

 

28002. With more and more sites and stories about disturbed sites, it is very 

dangerous to inform people on some of these areas.  I’m talking on a guardian 

perspective.  It’s something that we wouldn’t share due to the possibility of looting, 

you know, so a lot of sacred sites are not shared with public people. 

 

28003. It’s not shared with Canadians in general, out of fear that maybe, one day, 

our ancestors will be on sale in an auction down in North Vancouver in an auction 

store, which has been happening in our territories already.  They get looting sacred 

boxes even the burial boxes themselves.  So I’m coming from historic evidence 

myself.  So they disturb sites. 

 

28004. So it is a good plan form the guardian watchman to monitor these areas of 

importance and that during peak seasons and activity.  

 

28005. So I’m going to recollect some historic, pre-historic histories of before 

first contact here.  The Bella Bella story by knowledge passed down to me from late 

family members and one of the stories, this is told through a late member of the 

Heiltsuk members here, Willie Robin -- Willie Brown.   

 

28006. So there are stories that have been printed by outside translated sources, 

but they do not completely tell full settlement site histories.  Our people have about 

four Heiltsuk-speaking tribes:  one up north, one to the east, one to the south and one 
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to the west.  They control our central area. 

 

28007. The tribe areas range from Matheson Channel, Finlayson Channel, 

Middlebanks Sound, Spiller Channel, Seaforth Channel, Queen Charlotte Sound, 

Dean Channel, Burke Channel, Fisher Channel and Fitz Hugh Sound.   

 

28008. Many bays and inlets have settlement sites and larger village sites as well.  

Out of the 24 that I counted, there has to be at least another 24 more uncounted. 

 

28009. A strong relationship with the South Tsimshian, Bella Coola, Rivers Inlet, 

the Qa’cukvm helped with vital food trade and other material items.  All these before 

first contact. 

 

28010. Then, in 1793, the first British and American ships began the first outside 

trade in the area.  Explorers like Captain George Vancouver and Alexander McGuinty 

both did trade in the area but was limited to their exploration. 

 

28011. In 1833, the Hudson’s Bay Company built Fort McLoughlin on Campbell 

Island.  The European traders had experienced violence time and time again and 

abandoned the fort.   

 

28012. From 1833 to 1843, it was the only fort serving the central northwest 

coast.  Then again it was reopened in 1850 at the same site.  Fur trade reached its 

peak until 1862 when smallpox decimated the Heiltsuk. 

 

28013. The tribe most affected by the epidemic went from 1,598 in 1835 to 204 in 

1890.  The tribe was the Oo-yaa-leetx, but that was just one.  There was an 

unaccounted thousands in our area.   

 

28014. In 1888 a mission was built by the Methodist Church at McLoughlin Bay, 

at which time the other tribes began to merge together to form a village.  They began 

assimilation to the white culture.   

 

28015. Missionary work began in the 1870s.  A boat was named after one of the 

missionaries, his name was Thomas Crosby.  There were also books made from his 

work with the Heiltsuk.  The Heiltsuk language and culture began its comeback in 

1973 with the Heiltsuk Cultural Educational Centre. 

 

28016. John C. Rath and some native members of the Heiltsuk began an extensive 

study of the Heiltsuk language and produced a number of papers and publications in 
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1981.  The first Heiltsuk potlatch began in 1977 after 50 years.   

 

28017. So, I just wanted to give another tool to recognizing our territory.  Ground 

and shore markers of ancestral use and familiar territories can help us estimate size 

and use of an area.  The geographic positioning of a site of certain lands can be a 

large indicator of the purpose of a site.   

 

28018. A lot of our traditional uses, I would say are numerous, and the reasons for 

where they’re situated were easy to cultivate berries, medicines.  I’ve gone through 

rivers where I’ve just been fascinated by what kind of vegetation is there, and I 

wouldn’t have seen it there if I didn’t work for some of -- like the SFU programs or 

the Raincoast programs.   

 

28019. So these things are discoveries to me.  So to see a shoreline full of spruce 

trees -- a shoreline full of spruce trees, those could have been cultivated there.  Our 

people use the spruce roots to make fishing lines with.  They are woven together to 

make strong bows for fishing.  So, I just wanted to -- before I cut this in short. 

 

28020. In the Heiltsuk language there are names that describe places and their 

historic use.  There were also stories to these places and our Elders were told never to 

forget them and to tell them to their grandchildren so they could learn where they 

come from and where to go for food, medicine, and materials. 

 

28021. So I’d like to just say thank you.   

 

28022. In closing, I would like to say, the coal management guardians are the 

ones who watch the land, the rivers, and the oceans around the whole of our territory.  

They also monitor and regulate food fisheries, our own commercial spawn on kelp 

and clam fishery.   

 

28023. So to close my message, I will leave you with the example of the 

Delgamuukw decision that confirms Aboriginal title is a right to the land itself, not to 

just the right to hunt, fish and gather and when dealing with Crown land.  The 

government must consult with and may have to compensate first nations whose rights 

are affected.   

 

28024. So I just wanted to say, I feel for this process, I feel for all the First 

Nations that have to spill their souls out to you, and I’m thankful that a lot of them are 

strong enough to do it.  I mean it’s so sacred.   But without doing this I guess you 

would not know how sacred it really is and appreciate that.   
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28025. I do have more to read, and it would take too much more time, and I’m 

thankful that I could speak like this.   

 

28026. I’d like to thank everybody here that took the time to listen to me and 

appreciate it all.  So I’d just like to say thank you. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28027. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Mr. Wilson, thank you very much for sharing 

your oral evidence with us.  It’s much appreciated.   

 

28028. Ms. Humchitt, would this be a good time to take a break.   

 

28029. MS. HUMCHITT:  Yes, Madam Chair, if we could take a short break.   

 

28030. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So let’s come back at 3:15 then. 

 

28031. Thank you. 

 

--- Upon recessing at 3:04 p.m./L’audience est suspendue à 15h04 

--- Upon resuming at 3:41 p.m./L’audience est reprise à 15h41 

 

28032. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Ms. Humchitt, your next witness. 

 

28033. MS. HUMCHITT:  Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

28034. I am really privileged to call up members of our future generations and our 

future leaders.  I would like to call up the students from the Bella Bella Community 

School. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

JEAN LARSEN:  Affirmed 

AVEN SEHRADER:  Affirmed 

COREN HUMCHITT:  Affirmed 

JENNIFER BROWN:  Affirmed 

BLAKE CARPENTER:  Affirmed 

KYLIE GLADSTONE:  Affirmed 

COURTNEY REID:  Affirmed    
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28035. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for joining us today to share your 

oral evidence with us. 

 

28036. How is this going to happen; is each one of you going to speak 

independently; is that how it’s planned?  Okay, terrific. 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATIONS BY/REPRÉSENTATIONS ORALES PAR THE 

BELLA BELLA COMMUNITY SCHOOL STUDENTS: 

 

28037. MS. COURTNEY REID:  First I would like to welcome you to our 

territory and to our school. 

 

28038. My theme is our pristine waters.  Water is a valuable compound 

throughout the whole world, not just us First Nations on the west coast of British 

Columbia.  If we allow this Enbridge Northern Gateway Project proposal go through 

with massive oil tankers to come and go as they please, we are setting up our water 

and land for many disasters to arise. 

 

28039. Our waters are everything we need to survive.  Our waters hold sports and 

activities for all ages.  If the Enbridge proposal advances and carries through we will 

be devastated because the rest of our oceans we own will be taken away. 

 

28040. As you know, waters are a compound made of two hydrogen and one 

oxygen and water takes up about 70 percent of the earth’s surface.  To my own 

knowledge life wouldn’t even exist if water was never on earth.  Life started and it 

evolved in oceans.  Every living organism needs water to survive at some point.  Why 

would we destroy something so valuable and rich in nutrients for a little rise in the 

economic status in Canada? 

 

28041. Our water is my nation’s base to hang on to our tradition; take that away 

you’ll be committing an act of cultural genocide.  My nation as of right now depends 

on the water traditionally and economically.  The economical half does not just mean 

money but involves traditional protocols like trading and ranking of families. 

 

28042. For example, when you host a potlatch you have to provide food and give 

gifts for the guests that come.  Sometime they show their ranking by only serving 

seafood.  All the food they would harvest for the potlatch or feast would either be 

smoked or fresh.  What is going to happen when a tanker spills all of its oil or if the 
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pipes break? 

 

28043. My Heiltsuk family share and give.  We trade a box of canned salmon for 

a bag of seaweed or halibut for a rock cod, not for money but for the benefit of the 

other family.  This does support my whole nation because only one family may have 

harvested uncontaminated seaweed or another may have had a surplus number of 

canned salmon.  

 

28044. Our waters binds us all together as a nation to show the love we have for 

one another and the care the town needs to give to raise and teach a single child our 

traditional and cultural ways. 

 

28045. Our traditional foods would be jeopardized and contaminated beyond 

repair from this proposal.  The food we harvest is rich and has protein that has enough 

for health benefits for the entire community.  We have always harvested just enough 

seafood to get us through the long and cold winter months.   

 

28046. We fish and hunt for many animals in the sea and on the land to support 

our families in the community.  We used to harvest two species of abalone but the 20-

plus year old moratorium prevents us from harvesting them.   

 

28047. Traditionally we still harvest five species of barnacles, four species of 

cockles, eight species of crabs, three species of mussels, two species of scallops, three 

species of trout, three species of urchins, also seaweed, clams, and our pacific herring 

and halibut all around our territory at different times of the year.  

 

28048. Some of our traditional food is also sold into commercial fishing and 

because of the low number of jobs in town we depend on the ocean for other reasons, 

other than just to feed our families or food for our feast. 

 

28049. With the high-risk these tankers bring by crashing on the narrow turn 

through our passages or the pipes bursting from the dirty tar sand oil, all our 

traditional foods and jobs the ocean provides will be at risk and could be eliminated 

forever. 

 

28050. Our water, the Pacific Ocean, offers so much for us to do for fun and 

exciting activities.  Our school offers a few fun summer activities at the sea.  One of 

these activities is a high school trip with grades nine to 12.  Our high school goes to 

Sagar Lake.  It is about a half an hour boat ride southeast, through a few channels, 

and then a trail to the lake.   
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28051. The whole point of why we go is so we can get out on the water and get to 

know the valuable gifts our ancestors took care of, and this is why they handed it 

gently to us. 

 

28052. When we first arrive at Sagar Lake my friends and I would look around on 

the rocky beach full of life with tiny little crustaceans and wait for the other punts to 

roll in.  Then we take about a 20-minute trail to the lake which is very muddy and full 

of evidence that other life forms have been there. 

 

28053. It is an oval shaped lake, sandy on one side, mountains on the other.  

When we were there it was a very beautiful day, sunny with light fluffy clouds, calm 

breeze, yet too cold to swim but we do anyways.  I am now realizing everything there 

now is connected, somehow in some way. 

 

28054. For example, an oil soaked deer could possibly swim to the beach where I 

was at first and take the same trail I did to the lake and contaminant the clear water 

and carry on.  The fish and other animals that did not have the choice to leave would 

not be able to get away from the oiled water and could possibly die.   

 

28055. What is going to happen to the animals that are already there?  It’s not 

their fault they’re not mobile and could not migrate like birds, bear, wolves and deer. 

 

28056. This trip, now that I think about it, it may become only a memory that I 

may not be able to relive and my younger brother could never experience when a spill 

happens if this proposal goes through because it would not be habitable anymore.  

 

28057. This is just a school activity they offer.  Living in a small community with 

not much to do you learn to find activities to occupy yourself.  As far back as I can 

remember I’ve always swam in the ocean.  My birthday is in the summer so I’d have 

beach parties with my family, friends and my twin brother.   

 

28058. Since we grew out of parties we would jump off the government dock or 

Martin’s dock, low tide, high tide, off railings, floats, ramps, boats, you name it, as 

long as it got rid of our boredom and we took advantage of the sunny days.  We 

would swim from noon until the sun would go down.  I love being adventurous and 

daring.  Where would the excitement come from after a spill?   

 

28059. My ocean, your ocean, our ocean gives back what we give to it, how we 

treat it, so we have to protect it. 
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28060. I am currently in grade 11 taking a grade 12 wood shop.  I signed up for 

this class when I was in grade 10 because I knew the project was making a terrific 

stand up paddleboard.   

 

28061. When I first tried a paddleboard on the shallow waters it was a feeling you 

have to experience to know.  I knew I loved it.  I also knew I wanted to make one.  

Just the idea of having a paddleboard is an awesome idea, but to make it on your own, 

for yourself, is a total different story.  With all the time and hard work at the end it 

will totally be worth it. 

 

28062. On Ocean’s Day at the beach by the hospital where I first tried a 

paddleboard I was terrified, my legs were shaking, my feet were shaking, my heart 

was pounding, but after I got it, it was astonishing.  You’re able to handle everything 

on your own, the way you turned, how fast, the direction, the waves.  I just felt 

independent just to be on the waters on my own. 

 

28063. I cannot help but think this is how my ancestors felt going out on the 

stormy oceans, but they were just on canoes.  We are making average sized 

paddleboards and our own paddles.   

 

28064. The class is a grade 12 course, it is meant to be challenging, a good 

challenge that pushes you so you could thrive to get what you want.  I could easily 

sell this handmade paddleboard for money that could go to my college education, but 

the prize of owning one that I made by hard work and dedication is just outstanding.  

The wood shop teacher offered this -- offered a new sport to the community that is 

challenging but rewarding.   

 

28065. Water is like a keystone species to the world.  As of right now, one of the 

earth’s seven seas is in danger, in grave danger.  Once one is affected the whole 

planet will feel the aftermath.   

 

28066. If we let the Enbridge Northern Gateway project carry through as planned, 

everyone is vulnerable.  The tankers that are expected to transfer the oil to China will 

barely make it through the channels, through the twists and turns the land gave us.   

 

28067. The water offers survival to us and the tribes around us.  The water offers 

extra activities that everyone can enjoy.  We have to keep turning down this proposal 

or everything we have will perish from a single forewarned accident.   
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28068. I have participated in the hunger strike that ended yesterday at 4 o’clock.  

A 48-hour fast with no food, just water, to show that I’m against the proposed 

pipeline.   

 

28069. What am I going to tell my future children?  What am I going to tell my 

future grandchildren?  How am I going to tell them that there’s no more traditional 

food like what I had when I was 16; no more fish, no more clams, no more seaweed, 

no nothing for them to inherit like I did.   

 

28070. I did the hunger strike to show that I did not approve of their dirty tar sand 

oil to travel west into my land, the land my nation has lived on for decades.   

 

28071. The legacy of my ancestors passed on to us was strong and hopeful, but 

the legacy they’re going to make my generation pass on is going to be hopeless and 

mournful, or have confidence and reassurance for the next generations to come.   

 

28072. I have freely chose to participate in the peaceful strike.  I did this because I 

felt it was one good way to show my opposition to Enbridge.   

 

28073. Thank you for your time and thank you for listening.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28074. MS. KYLIE GLADSTONE:  My theme is on the injustice to First 

Nation rights and animal rights.   

 

28075. My name is Kylie Gladstone.  My traditional name is Abuks Tiasu (ph).  

Abuks Tiasu (ph) means mother of the village.  I am from the Heiltsuk nation.  I am 

17 years of age and well known -- well aware of what is going on with this Enbridge 

pipeline proposal.   

 

28076. I come from a very long line of people who have traditionally relied upon 

and who continue to rely upon the fundamentals of water around their territory.  I am 

bringing awareness to what and how the animals are at stake if the pipeline does go 

through, and when there is a spill.   

 

28077. My father, who is Donald Gladstone Junior, had a court case with the 

Supreme Court of Canada in which he and my uncle, William Gladstone, won the 

right -- won the Aboriginal right to make a livelihood off selling roe on kelp for all 

Aboriginals.   
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28078. Knowing that these pipeline tankers will have a major spill jeopardizes 

this right, absolutely scares me.  There will be no more herring eggs on roe -- on kelp 

to harvest, not even for a living.   

 

28079. I have had so many different experiences on the water, joined with 

memories that I will never forget and it would be terrible to jeopardize these things 

for the future generations.   

 

28080. The Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, Stephen Point, recently 

came to Bella Bella.  When he arrived at our school all of the students, including me, 

had to sing the National Anthem aloud to him.  The lyrics “Oh Canada, we stand on 

guard for thee”, does say a lot.   

 

28081. When we sing this anthem should we not all stand by this National 

Anthem?  The Heiltsuk Nation is “standing on guard for thee”.  Right now our 

beautiful territory is at risk of being massacred.   

 

28082. I am speaking to bring awareness to what and how the animals are at stake 

if the pipeline does go through, when there is a spill and the after effects on the 

animals affecting human resources.   

 

28083. Our animals around our territory are very precious to us and we do give a 

lot of respect towards them.  The whales in the summertime, passing by, are a 

beautiful sight.  This is an experience that will be memorable for a lifetime to anyone.  

It is not just anywhere people can see this occurrence, especially if it is an everyday 

thing during the summer months.   

 

28084. This pipeline will not only affect the marine life on the British Columbia 

coast, it will affect all of the land animals that have a habitat around the pipeline, 

from northern Alberta a whole 1,170 kilometres all the way to Kitimat.   

 

28085. The spill will affect a keystone species that are the pacific salmon, the 

grizzly, and the sea otter.  All of these animals have a natural habitat on the Great 

Bear Rainforest where the spill would take effect seriously.  We should protect them, 

not risk these precious animals.   

 

28086. The documented prehistoric glass sponge reefs are an international 

treasure found in the Hecate Strait and the Southern Strait of Georgia were in fact 

declared to head for a permanent protection.   
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28087. I just feel as if I need to mention this because this is the biggest glass reef 

known around the globe.  The government should be doing everything to protect this 

great treasure.  Once the oil sinks to the floor the oil would cover the glass sponge 

reef and kill all of the animals that have a habitat within the reef.   

 

28088. All human beings rely on animals to give us resources that we need to 

survive.  My nation relies on marine life and land animals that would be affected 

when the pipeline has a spill.  We need food to eat and we do need to make a 

livelihood.   

 

28089. All the types of fish we have around here would die out and it would take 

a very long time to regain them back to their natural habitat.  This oil spill will affect 

our generations greatly -- our future generations greatly.  They will not know how to 

harvest our resources as our ancestors and past generations have been doing for 

thousands of years.   

 

28090. The animals around our territory and the territory itself has a lot to do with 

why our culture is still alive today.  We’ve evolved around and live in peace with 

them and we all should do everything to protect them.   

 

28091. My father, Donald Gladstone Junior, was involved with a court case that 

went all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada, in which he and my uncle, William 

Gladstone, won the Aboriginal right to make a livelihood from commercial fishing of 

roe on kelp for all Aboriginals.   

 

28092. Knowing that when these pipeline tankers have a major spill jeopardizes 

our Aboriginal right, absolutely terrifies me, knowing that my father and my uncle 

fought so hard for this right.   

 

28093. I for one would know that my father would be -- would outright reject this 

proposal and not want this project to go through if he was sitting beside me here 

today.  What my dad and uncle fought for is an Aboriginal right that the Supreme 

Court ruled on and with that this right should be respected, should it not?  This is 

what really concerns me.   

 

28094. The thought of the proposal going through, the total disregard for all of 

our concerns, rights, and way of life being totally trampled on and disregarded by 

Canada who honoured the previous Aboriginal right.   
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28095. I’ve had so many memories out on the ocean.  The water around our 

territory is a fundamental way of life for the Heiltsuk people. 

 

28096. In a gathering sense, I’ve been seaweed picking, fishing for all types of 

fish in so many different ways, and crab fishing.  To this day, the Heiltsuk people still 

gather from the ocean for a living. 

 

28097. During the summer of 2010, I experienced being a part of Travel Journeys.  

Travel Journeys is a gathering of all communities up and down the northwest and 

southwest coast of Canada and the northwest coast of the United States to share all 

cultures and to keep our culture alive. 

 

28098. Including me, there was about 20 of us who piled to Makah, Neah Bay, 

Washington from Nanaimo, B.C.  We faced Mother Nature at its deadliest at sea and 

we also faced Mother Nature at its finest.  Paddling in open waters across and through 

the toughest currents, I have never had so much adrenaline running through my 

system in my entire life. 

 

28099. When we reached Makah, we were the very first Canadians to reach the 

beaches out of 90 other Canadians.  The feeling of accomplishing only a part of the 

journey was magnificent.  There was a big ceremony for us, all of us, when we got to 

the beach.  It was unexplainably amazing. 

 

28100. We spent four days in Makah learning so much more and opening a whole 

different side to our inner beings.  We, being First Nations, could have never 

accomplished those if it was not for the Pacific Ocean that surrounds us.  We could 

never keep our culture alive if our ocean was destroyed. 

 

28101. We, as Heiltsuk people, are a very respectful, powerful and 

knowledgeable nation.  I’m stating when we did do a protest on April 1
st
, we 

absolutely did it in a respectful manner, while welcoming the Panel into our territory 

and as well as our Head Chief Woyola, by singing and meeting the group at the 

airport. 

 

28102. We had utterly no intentions of making you feel threatened.  Traditionally, 

that is how we welcome something so big and important, and we did so with respect. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28103. MS. BLAKE CARPENTER:  My name is Blake Carpenter.  I am 17 
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years of age.  I come from the Heiltsuk Nation.  My parents are Lisa McConnachie 

and Kevin Carpenter.  I have four siblings, three brothers and one sister.  I am the 

second oldest out of my siblings.   

 

28104. My mother was born and raised in Ocean Falls, B.C.  My father was born 

and raised in Bella Bella, B.C.  My dad is a fisherman.  He makes a living now by 

working on a packer boat that delivers -- that packs and delivers sea cucumbers.  He 

fishes in Bella Bella in the summertime.  This is something that I used to take part in 

when I was younger. 

 

28105. I have lived in Bella Bella for most of my life.  I enjoy it here.  It’s close 

to family, friends and, most importantly, it’s close to the wilderness. 

 

28106. Since I was a little girl, I have always experienced being out on the boat.  

My grandparents on my mother’s side would always take the family out on fishing 

trips, out hunting and other fun activities on the water.  They were sure to teach all of 

us about the areas surrounding Bella Bella.   

 

28107. What they taught me when I was young will be something I will never 

forget for the rest of my life.  They taught me more than to enjoy what I had around 

me.  They taught me how to use the land and water resources respectfully and to 

always give back what I have taken from.  There is always the rule that you never 

take more than what you need from the land and ocean. 

 

28108. As a kid, I had a lot of privileges given to me by my grandparents.  They 

had always taken me out on the boat or out camping in a local cabin in the area to 

spend a couple days and nights there in the summertime.  It was a place of joy and 

happiness surrounded by family and friends. 

 

28109. It was always fun to go spend time outdoors, but nowadays it’s rare that I 

go out and stay even one night unless it’s in the summer, mostly because of 

challenging terrain and bad weather conditions. 

 

28110. The poster that I did illustrating the threat to the environment by the 

proposed pipeline covered a lot.  It was supposed to be simple, but how can you put 

losing so much into something very simple?  The proposed pipeline and super tankers 

are going to complicate life more for not only First Nations peoples but all people up 

and down the Coast.  This is just the beginning of something tragic that will happen.   

 

28111. My poster is the example of a super tanker crash that could happen while 
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they try to manoeuvre through the small inlets and channels to and from the proposed 

pipeline in Kitimat.  The impacts would be so devastating that it would take a very 

long time to repair and rebuild what life before super tankers and crude oil once was. 

 

28112. Animals on land would not be able to eat their regular food sources 

without eating contaminated food.  Sea mammals would take in oil remnants that 

would poison them and cause a number of species to deteriorate.  The oil from one 

spill would get dragged so far, so fast in one week by wind and underwater currents 

that it would be almost impossible to contain or try to clean up the oil. 

 

28113. Clean-up procedures usually take longer than a few days to take effect and 

begin clean-up.  There are also other dangers that could be life-threatening. 

 

28114. When a crash happens, there are many possibilities for something to go 

wrong on the boat such as a fire on the boat.  If there happens to be a fire onboard a 

crashed super tanker, the fire would ignite the oil and the fumes from the burning oil 

would severely damage air quality for flying mammals and for all living things in the 

area. 

 

28115. Acid rain can contribute to ocean acidification if acid rain goes into the 

ocean more and more as the oil or fuels are still being burned.  Ocean acidification 

happens when fuel or oils are burned, which is the leading cause to global warming.  

Burning oil in general produces CO2 that would come back down from the 

atmosphere and into the ocean, causing it to become acidic.   

 

28116. This is a major concern among the world’s leading ocean scientists.  When 

the ocean becomes acidic, shellfish that live in the water start to lose their shells due 

to the acid in the water eating away at them.  Shellfish such as crabs, clams, prawns 

and other sea animals with shells would be affected.  The acid in the water would 

even affect coral reefs.  Need I say more? 

 

28117. Yesterday, I completed the 48-hour hunger strike.  It was a tough thing to 

experience, going without food for two days, but I think it was a great learning 

experience.  I experienced what it feels like to be hungry, weak, with nothing but 

water to rely on.  I couldn’t imagine what it would be like to never have foods such as 

foods in the traditional diet of Heiltsuk people. 

 

28118. It was kind of emotional for me to go through that fast because it made me 

think about everything that I could lose if the proposed pipeline goes through and the 

tankers start going through our waters. 
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28119. There are so many big risks that come with crude oil being shipped 

through our territory.  I know that no amount of money is worth this risk. 

 

28120. The connection between the environment and First Nations people is a 

very important factor to their lifestyle.  Most, if not all, First Nations people in British 

Columbia depend on what the land and ocean provides for them.  The ocean is sacred.  

The same goes for the land.  Ocean and land are used to travel on and they both 

provide some sort of food source that is in the traditional diet of many First Nations 

people.  

 

28121. The land is used as a spiritual place to guide oneself or for healing.  There 

are places that people use streams or rivers to bathe in to cleanse their soul from bad 

things or experiences.  All First Nations people have different ways of using the land 

and oceans, but all in some way use the land or water resources for traditional or 

cultural gatherings. 

 

28122. The land has been considered a gift given to us by our ancestors who also 

respected and protected the land and waters, so it should be provided for future 

generations. 

 

28123. An oil spill would cause great destruction to the resources we have today 

and that would mean there would be nothing left for our future generations to depend 

on. 

 

28124. To me, the environment I live in is a healing place that I could retreat to if 

I needed to feel calm or at peace with myself.  I look to the ocean to feel happiness, 

mostly because I grew up out on the -- going out on the boat when I was a kid and it 

made me happy to think of it. 

 

28125. The ocean I respect keeps me in harmony with the land that I was taught 

to always protect.  The land is something my family, this community and most of the 

people I know rely on to gather resources and knowledge from. 

 

28126. As far as I can remember, I was always taught to -- sorry -- I was taught to 

always respect and protect the land and ocean resources we were given by our 

ancestors.  For everything to be put under great risk would mean to risk the very way 

of life of many First Nations people up and down the coast, including the community 

I live in. 
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28127. We would all lose so much and to think of the losses that could happen 

deeply saddens me.  We have lived off this land for thousands of years, cherishing, 

learning and respecting everything the traditional lands and waters have to give us. 

 

28128. So I stand here today speaking for the land and waters that cannot speak 

and I say that we are strong.  We will not give up in this fight to protect what is 

rightfully ours. 

 

28129. Thank you. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissement) 

 

28130. MS. JENNIFER BROWN:  Hello.  My name is Jennifer Brown and I am 

the daughter of Douglas Brown Sr. and Sharon Wilson.  I am proud to say I am a 

Heiltsuk Aboriginal. 

 

28131. I am a student of Bella Bella Community School and I am in Grade 11.  

The message that I want to send out to the Northern Gateway Pipeline Project is it 

will impact the health of First Nations people on the Coast. 

 

28132. All our lives growing up we would travel our beautiful ocean.  My 

ancestors travelled by handmade cedar canoes.  In my wood shop 12, we are making 

stand-up paddle boards out of different kinds of cedar.  When I complete this project, 

I want to have lots of experience on it and travel our beautiful waters independently.  

 

28133. Throughout the years, we would go out on the boat and gather different 

resources.  We First Nations people rely on our sea and the land we have around us.  

The oil, once it spills, will critically damage and leave our sea creatures severely 

impaired.  Our ancestors took great care of our land.  We wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t 

for them. 

 

28134. Our ancestors have been through many different diseases and losing their 

own lives for us.  Over the years, that has changed a lot.  Now, here we all are healthy 

and happy as can be.  But if the pipeline goes through our waterway, we will be going 

through all this pain again. 

 

28135. Our land is our everything, from every little rock to every little tree 

branch.  We rely on a lot around our territory. 

 

28136. As a child growing up, everyone -- as a child growing up, most of the 
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summer I’d be on the boat with my father learning about our land and preparing 

ourselves for the winter and spring to come.  To this day, I still am learning about our 

land and culture. 

 

28137. In my wood shop class, I am making a stand-up paddle board.  When I 

complete this project, I want to use it out on our water so I get to do what I love doing 

the most:  being out on our waters.  How will I be able to do that with contaminated 

water? 

 

28138. The tar sands will produce 1.8 billion litres of wastewater every day.  

Enbridge -- there will be a spill by their pipeline, oil will be spilled in salmon-bearing 

streams and rivers and in our watershed.   

 

28139. Did you guys know that Enbridge is only liable for oil spills along the 

pipeline route to Kitimat Port and, if there is an oil spill in our ocean, the liability is 

on the tankers who are not associated with Enbridge and are independently covered 

for insurance and their own coverage does not come close to covering the bill for 

clean-up when there is a spill?   

 

28140. Every major B.C. freshwater way will be polluted. 

 

28141. Thank you for listening, but stop this pipeline before it gets started.  

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissement) 

 

28142. MR. COREN HUMCHITT:  My theme is our oily economy.   

 

28143. We depend so much on our land and if the Northern Gateway Project is 

allowed to proceed and there is an accident, the whole world will be affected.  The 

environment will be reduced to rubble and all the plants and animals that depend on it 

will die. 

 

28144. All nations, Native and non-Native depend on the environment for cultural 

and financial reasons.  The government also relies on the environment to support the 

country and maintain a stable economy.  When the support -- when the economy 

breaks and the trading network crashes so will most of the First Nations financial 

support system and we will be forced to rely on something shameful. 

 

28145. The risks of an oil spill are incredibly too high to let the project go 

through.  Our beautiful, magnificent, wonderful North Coast will be transformed into 
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an uninhabitable place for all humans and animals.  The future generations will not 

get to see our beautiful land and practice our culture.   

 

28146. Once a spill goes down and all the things that I did as a child, and all the 

animals and wilderness I have seen over the years will only be a memory and I will 

not be able to have experiences with my children, my grandchildren and my great 

grandchildren. 

 

28147. The animals that I have seen and some that I have harvested with my 

parents and my grandmother will be tainted and some will die off because of all the 

poison that will be spilled into the waters and that will be trailed onto the beautiful 

land of the animals. 

 

28148. Even if a spill does not occur right away, the underwater animals will be 

frightened out of their natural habitats.  I am here speaking for the animals that do not 

have a voice and I feel that it is my duty to protect the land that my ancestors 

protected all their lives, also because the government promised my ancestors when 

Canada was first created that our land will always be protected.  That is according to 

the court cases that my First Nations 12 class researched.   

 

28149. We have been studying and researching all of these court cases all 

semester.  We know what our rights are and what the government promised to protect 

our lands and keep them safe.  Almost every single court case that we researched said 

we had ownership of the land and the protection of our land was granted. 

 

28150. The wonderful natural coast will be destroyed and the First Nations 

peoples’ culture will be greatly affected.   

 

28151. The First Nations are not the only people that depend on the natural 

resources; non-Native people also depend on it for a living.  Environmentalists 

understand the First Nations world view about stewardship to the land and the 

protection of the natural environment that Mother Nature offers us.  They are one of 

many that are here to support what was here since time immemorial.   

 

28152. The water gives us everything.  It gives us food, transportation and it also 

gives us joy and entertainment. 

 

28153. There are people in my community that are non-Native that  support our 

opposition and are standing with us in our hunger strike and know what our rights are 

to the land.   
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28154. We are one of many people that know what is right to fight for and what 

the environment means to the people.   

 

28155. The support system of the government’s supply of resources will be 

devastated and the government will not have industries that are supported by them, 

and the economy will fall.  My community’s economy will fall as well. 

 

28156. We depend on the salmon and other aquatic animals to harvest and to 

make a living.  The dependence of natural resources that the land and water give us is 

so rich that letting the oil tankers and the pipeline go through, the government will not 

have money to support themselves and the rest of Canada.   

 

28157. Even though Canada wants this project to go through, there will be no 

financial support for the First Nations either.  The damage that the tankers bring upon 

to the natural resources will have long-term effects on the government.  So they are 

going to have to find other ways to support themselves, which means they’re 

probably going to have to ruin our environment even more to find minerals that were 

not affected by the oil spill.  

 

28158. My people are people that depend on the land for food that we either 

consume or trade with other nations, and they too get the traded items which support 

their communities.  The natural resources that our land and waters provide us is too 

fragile to risk. 

 

28159. As the economy collapses and the resources are no longer available, the 

First Nations will be forced to accept other financial support in other humiliating 

ways.  We already have the negative stereotype name as ‘lazy Indians’ and it will 

only get worse.   

 

28160. All the struggle that First Nations people did for their rights will not really 

mean anything because we will have the right to fish, log, harvest animals in the sea, 

and many other things.  But there really is no point if everything is polluted with oil.   

 

28161. What is my generation going to be able to tell our children?  That their 

people were people that depended on Welfare to survive and support their families?  

No matter what we do or how we say it, it does not sound good, and there is no way 

to make it sound okay.  Other people are also going to be quick to judge us and look 

down on us by calling us ‘lazy’ and saying that all we need is more money, then we’ll 

shut up.   
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28162. We are not going to be able to support ourselves after there is a spill and 

all we have is a little bit of money a month from the government.  But the name on 

the First Nations people will be dreadful.   

 

28163. The Northern Gateway Project is willing to ruin one of the main resources 

that the First Nations and the world depend on.  Just to make money and risk 

everything?  Our natural surroundings will be annihilated once there is a spill, and 

both humans and animals will suffer the consequences along with it. 

 

28164. We, the First Nations, are not the only nation that need the environment to 

survive.  There are many out there.  The economy will be at great decline and the 

government will be at fault once a spill of one of the tankers ruins the industrial part 

of the environment. 

 

28165. The embarrassing truth about First Nations is, after the accident, we will 

be forced to depend on Welfare to survive.  The land is one of the world’s greatest 

support systems for cultural and financial purposes.   

 

28166. I was supposed to participate in the hunger strike opposing Enbridge Oil 

but, due to medical reasons, I was not allowed to, but my heart and my mind was in 

the right place the entire 48 hours.  I was really upset that I could not participate 

because I was really interested into doing it.  Even though I did not do the hunger 

strike, my feelings towards Enbridge stay the same.   

 

28167. Thank you.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28168. MR. COREN HUMCHITT:  My theme is “Gambling on future 

generations is a terrible thing to waste.” 

 

28169. As young people, we want our future and the future of our Nation to not 

just… is not about surviving, it’s about…  

 

28170. MR. JEAN LARSEN:  We want to co-exist peacefully with our 

government in a healthy and beautiful environment.   

 

28171. If this pipeline were to go through, the First Nations culture that rely on 

these coastal waters for their traditional and economic needs from things such as fish 
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and other marine life that provide them with medication, food, and so many other 

things that cannot be listed here, will slowly decay financially and health-wise.   

 

28172. The world would lose its natural beauty.  The great forests that are now 

full of life would be turned into burning ashes just to make way for the export of oil.  

The rich and cool channels of water would turn barren and become contaminated. 

 

28173. The migration of marine life that once ran freely within their natural 

habitat would now be threatened.  There were would be fewer and less healthy 

animals, fewer and less healthy trees, and there could be extinction of many prized 

and treasured wildlife species.   

 

28174. These animals would only be known or remembered as a myth or a legend 

to our future generations.  There would be stories of a great, huge mammal that once 

lived in the seas and oceans but went extinct due to oil spills.  In the world of our 

future generations, these animals would be preserved and remain only in zoos 

because there would not be any more natural habitat for them to return to.   

 

28175. In the future, these generations will ask why someone didn’t say “No”, 

and the answer would be:   “We did, but no one listened.” 

 

28176. MR. AVEN SEHRADER:  When Stephen Harper talks about the 

Northern Gateway Project, his imagination is all on financial benefits, not the 

environmental effects and the disasters it will bring such as oil spills, tar sand fires, 

and death of many land and sea animals.   

 

28177. So what are the financial benefits to the future generation of the Heiltsuk 

Nation?  The only way that I see a future generation having financial benefits is to 

clean up the oil spill, and that is not the kind of financial benefit we desire.   

 

28178. MR. JEAN LARSEN:  For generations, the First Nations people lived on 

the land, before Enbridge offered this new pipeline as an economic advantage for the 

future of Canada, claiming that the financial and the employment benefits will bring 

great prosperity, giving people that are unemployed the opportunity to have jobs and 

other benefits.   

 

28179. This type of proclamation will draw the attention and support from the 

unemployed, therefore, making them resent the people that oppose the pipeline.  But 

that is a short-term argument, and we are arguing for the long-term benefits to the 

future generations that will depend on a healthy environment. 
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28180. Without a healthy environment, water and land will become contaminated, 

and the future generations will become sick.   

 

28181. MR. AVEN SEHRADER:  Past generations have lived healthy and 

prosperous lives before petroleum was even discovered.  This is because they treated 

the environment with respect and only took what they needed and did not waste 

anything.  This tradition was passed on to future generations of the Heiltsuk Nation 

like passing a torch.   

 

28182. Yet Enbridge is like a fire extinguisher, seeking to put out this torch of 

tradition.  This torch has been passed from generation to generation for thousands of 

years, and it should be passed on for thousands more.   

 

28183. MR. JEAN LARSEN:  Enbridge is not only harming the people of now, 

they are harming the people of the past, the people of the future, and they are risking 

the loss of thousands of years of cultural heritage.   

 

28184. Enbridge is a new type of settler and now that they have arrived, we are 

forced to deal with Enbridge on the use of this land and ocean.  If the new settlers’ 

project goes through, the First Nations would lose their sacred land to the rising 

pipeline, and the First Nations alongside with the population of Canada are going 

through a fiscal depression because the odds of having a disaster from a tanker 

epically crashing into the shallow water will remarkably outweigh the financial 

benefits from the pipeline proposal.   

 

28185. Humanity has already played God too many times, driving numerous 

animals to extinction within the past century and many more on the verge of it.  

Animals are becoming extinct in China because trade and exports need to move 

through the region.  Much like here, the natural resources which both the animals and 

the First Nations people rely on are now being threatened or destroyed.   

 

28186. Even though many say that the reserves will protect the resources, the 

people who made those rules may uphold them, but over time they will be forgotten 

like many other treaties.   

 

28187. The First Nations people that live -- the First Nations people of the coast 

strongly reject the proposal of a pipeline because they feel that a disaster is inevitable.  

They declare the risk of an oil spill is not worth the economic benefits.   
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28188. In 2006, the sinking of B.C. Ferries’ Queen of the North arose concern in 

many bands along the coast.  The seepage of oil and diesel -- the sinking was like an 

experiment to see major effects if something larger were to happen.   

 

28189. MR. AVEN SEHRADER:  Then they know what to fear as a result of 

loss of resource, and the government would know their own oversight.  Though many 

see this and say that it’s just another project, others say it will change Canada for the 

better, and others say that it will change for the worse.   

 

28190. What will there be to look up to?  Histories will be lost and culture will be 

devastated and society will crumble.  The Heiltsuk Nation chooses to live, not just 

exist.  To live is to experience all the things that life has to offer, but to exist is to 

merely be here in this world and observe others turning into chaos or order.   

 

28191. Thank you.   

 

28192. MR. JEAN LARSEN:  Thanks 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28193. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for the oral evidence that you shared 

with us.   

 

28194. Left foot after right foot, I have to remember to do that too.   

 

28195. As I often find as I get older, younger generations are always two or three 

steps ahead of me and I think that’s the case again today from the aspect of at this 

point in the proceeding we’re here to gather oral evidence.   

 

28196. We are also starting to gather oral statements which is the opportunity for 

people to present us with their views who aren’t registered as intervenors.  And then 

later on we’ll go into the final hearings where there’s the opportunity of parties to ask 

questions of each other about the evidence that’s been presented.  And then ultimately 

there’s the chance to provide argument which is the views on people and parties’ 

perspectives on the decisions that the Panel needs to make.   

 

28197. So these young folks have stepped forward, it appears to me, and given us 

oral evidence and much more.  Thank you very much for stepping forward to speak 

with us.   
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28198. I was intrigued by hearing the young women who were making 

paddleboards.  I didn’t hear the young men saying that they were also making 

paddleboards.  Maybe not everybody’s taking the shop class.  But I wish you all well 

and admire your talents in taking on those types of challenges.   

 

28199. Thanks for speaking with us today.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28200. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

 

28201. I would also like to call forward a member of our community who works 

here, and it is a privilege to introduce her, Dr. Maki Ikemura.  And I apologize for 

any mispronunciation.   

 

MAKI IKEMURA:  Affirmed 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR DR. MAKI 

IKEMURA: 

 

28202. DR. MAKI IKEMURA:  First, I’d just like to say that I was the doctor 

supervising all those great students who were doing the hunger strike and I was just 

really impressed to be able to have a chance to speak with them over the last few 

days.  You must be all proud of having such people in the community.   

 

28203. Hereditary Chiefs and women of high rank, I thank you for the 

opportunity to speak here in the presence of our guests from the Joint Review 

Committee.   

 

28204. My name is Maki Ikemura; I was born in Kyoto, in Japan.  My name in 

my language, my first name Maki means meadow or pasture, Ike means pond, and 

Mura means village.  So I’m the meadow by the village pond.   

 

28205. My mother’s name was Hiromi, her father came from the Sake producing 

island of Sado off the north coast of Japan.  It’s a little island.  My father’s name is 

Mitsotaka, his father was an industrialist but during the war my father grew up in a 

small fishing village.   

 

28206. One of the speakers this morning alluded to the glass floats that come over 
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on the Japan tide here, so perhaps one of those glass floats came from the village that 

my father grew up in.   

 

28207. My mother told me once that there was a forest near our house when we 

lived in Japan where she used to take me for walks when I was a toddler.  And one 

day we went there but the whole forest had been cut down for new development and 

at that moment she resolved that she was going to leave such a country that could not 

protect its natural resources.   

 

28208. I like to imagine that by making our new home in Canada she hoped to 

give me the opportunity to grow up surrounded by nature and by wilderness.   

 

28209. My family came to Canada when I was three years old.  We settled 

eventually, in St. Albert which is a small community north of Edmonton in Alberta.  

And true to my mother’s intention, I grew up catching frogs in the neighbourhood 

swamp as a young child, and foraging for mushrooms in the forest near Jasper as a 

teenager with my family, and organizing extended wilderness camping trips in the 

Rocky Mountains and in the Arctic as a young adult.   

 

28210. My partner’s name is Jean Robitaille, he’s Québécois, he was born in 

Montreal but he was raised by a lake in the woods near Saint-Donat in the north of 

Montreal.  He’s an engineer and as we speak right now, he’s in northern Quebec.  

He’s travelling through the Inuit villages where we once worked and he’s presenting 

workshops for the people there on how they can face the climate change that’s 

affecting the permafrost in Arctic Quebec.   

 

28211. We have three children who many of you know.  They’re nine, seven, and 

six years old.  We’ve all come to consider Bella Bella and this territory our heart 

home and appreciate very much the welcome and support we have from everyone 

here.   

 

28212. I’ve been a family doctor for 14 years.  I’ve worked in many remote First 

Nations and Inuit communities.  I did my medical training at the University of 

Alberta, I graduated in 1995.   

 

28213. I completed my family medicine residency at McGill University and I 

graduated in 1997.  The communities that I’ve worked in include Inuvik, 

Tuktoyaktuk, Chisasibi, Val-d’Or and all of the seven villages on the Ungava Coast 

in Northern Quebec, also called Nunavik.   
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28214. During the years that I lived and worked in Kuujjuaq, Nunavik I was a 

member of the Board of Directors of the Isvarsivik Alcohol and Drug Addictions 

Treatment Centre.  I served on the executive of the Kuujjuaq Safehouse for Children.  

I’ve also been a participant in the Circumpolar Health Conference in Nuuk, 

Greenland in 2003.  I was the family doctor for the northern community of 

Kangirsuk, it’s on the 60
th
 parallel, from 1997 to 2010.   

 

28215. I’m now a family doctor here in Bella Bella.  From the first time I arrived 

here I felt extremely welcomed by the people here.  As well as being a doctor I have 

become friends with many people, travelled by boat to traditional camping spots, 

gone collecting medicinal plants, and shared many meals.   

 

28216. My partner and children have been equally welcomed into the Koeye 

family.  I’ve come to know this community in a significant way and I’m honoured to 

have been asked by Carrie and the people here to speak at these hearings, speaking 

from a health perspective.   

 

28217. I’d like to share with you all before I start, that Nina Brown and Gary 

Housty Junior were also supposed to present with me but because of scheduling 

conflicts they could not come.  I did -- Gary Housty is the son of Hemas, Gary 

Housty who spoke yesterday.  He’s very well respected here.  He’s an RN who works 

in the emergency room in Vancouver, and because of a scheduling conflict, he could 

not come. 

 

28218. I did receive an email from him this morning.  He read through my speech 

and he is maybe listening in on the webcast, and he said that he is standing beside me 

here as I deliver my speech to you. 

 

28219. I’m trained in western medicine, and it’s my job to use with respect and 

caution the medication and technologies that have been created by scientific 

endeavours. 

 

28220. People here who have seen me as a doctor know that I also respect and 

call forth our inner powers to heal by respecting our bodies, by not polluting 

ourselves with poisonous substances and manufactured food, and by keeping our 

spirits strong by nurturing our connections to our land, our traditions and to each 

other. 

 

28221. My primary professional interest is the health and well being of the people 

of the Heiltsuk Nation, and it’s from this standpoint that I address the Joint Review 
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Panel today. 

 

28222. I would like to start with what I’ve observed in other First Nations and 

Inuit communities that I’ve worked in, where I’ve seen traditional food practices 

being disrupted by environmental changes.   

 

28223. I would then like to discuss the current state of health in this community as 

I see it, and what I’ve learned from Elders about Heiltsuk concepts of health. 

 

28224. And in the end I’d like to iterate my concerns regarding the effects that a 

marine oil spill will have on the health and well being of the Heiltsuk people. 

 

28225. First, my testimony from what I’ve learned in working as a doctor in other 

First Nations and Inuit communities.  As a young doctor, I worked in Chisasibi, 

where the James Bay Cree were told to stop consuming their food fish because of the 

danger of contamination for mercury being released into their lakes and rivers. This 

happened because of the lands that were flooded with the Hydro-Quebec dam 

projects.  This released mercury into the water systems and then it came into the fish. 

 

28226. People that I talked to there traced back their unhealthy eating habits from 

that time because they had to stop their traditional diet of fish and replace it with 

convenience foods from the south.  We know now that the James Bay Cree suffer 

incredibly high rates of diabetes and obesity. 

 

28227. Kangirsuk, a northern community, the community where I was a doctor 

for over 10 years, used to be known for the best tasting arctic char in Nunavik.  Ever 

since the Falconbridge, now called Xstrata Nickel Mine has been operating in one of 

their watershed areas.  The Elders and young people have been telling me that they 

are catching fish that are deformed, fish that taste like soap or like chemicals.  This 

never used to happen before. 

 

28228. During my work in the north, I had to tell pregnant and breast-feeding 

women to limit their consumption of seafood and traditional hunted meats.  This is 

because of the phenomenon of POPs, persistent organic pollutants, in the country 

foods or the traditional foods that they eat, the danger of these POPs being 

transmitted to their babies while they were pregnant. 

 

28229. These pollutants are emitted by the industrialized areas of North America 

and Europe and get carried through air currents and deposited in the Arctic. 
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28230. I found it difficult to say to a pregnant woman that she can’t consume the 

healthiest food available to her.  These women are often in financial hardship, 

subsisting on welfare, and often the only source of food is the fish that’s provided free 

by the hunters in the community in the community freezers.   

 

28231. The alternative, when I tell them that they have to limit that intake of 

protein, is food from the store, which is very expensive and often people end up not 

eating enough because of that. 

 

28232. In all of these instances, I’ve spoken with people affected by changes in 

their food practices.  In each of these instances that I’ve mentioned to you, I’ve seen 

that our First Nations and Inuit cousins are experiencing the fallout from western 

technology and science and industry that they had no responsibility for producing. 

 

28233. One thing I also think is very important to point out is that once one 

generation stops eating traditional food, this knowledge and this practice is effectively 

gone from the collective memory and lost to future generations.  

 

28234. For example, during my time in Nunavik, I sat countless times in people’s 

kitchens with Elders.  And the Inuit eat on the floor traditionally.  So they would lay 

out a cardboard on the floor and we’d have a big caribou leg or a fish from the freezer 

and be chopping it up with an axe and eating, dipping it in fermented seal oil, which 

takes very much like eulachon grease. 

 

28235. So I would be sitting with the Elders on the floor, eating this very, very 

healthy traditional food and the young adults and the children, who are living in the 

same household, would pass us by, go straight to the fridge and grab baloney out of 

the fridge to eat. 

 

28236. So a generation that grows up having eaten baloney out of the fridge I 

suspect will not be learning the art of waiting by an ice fishing hole with a three-

prong spear ready to catch the fish.  This generation won’t be able to teach their 

children how to skin seal or prepare dried fish, or they won’t appreciate the taste of 

that fermented seal oil.  This is what I saw in Nunavik. 

 

28237. With increasing reliance on store-bought foods and decreasing 

consumption of traditional foods, I’ve seen time and time again in all these 

communities that I’ve mentioned, that there is an increase in heart disease, in 

diabetes, high blood pressure and mental illness. 
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28238. For example, just as one example, during the 12 years that I was in the 

area of Nunavik, I saw the rate of diabetes increase six-fold, by 600 percent, and 

young people being affected by obesity and heart disease while the Elders remain 

slim and healthy into their ‘80s and ‘90s. 

 

28239. Another important lesson that I’ve learned from my medical work in 

Nunavik is that compensation schemes can lead to more harm than good.  The Raglan 

Nickel Mine that I mentioned earlier, used to be Falconbridge and now is Xstrata, was 

created in Nunavik in 1997.  The deal at that time was that they were supposed to 

train and employ a significant proportion of Inuit workers.  Also, the deal was that 

regular payouts would be made from the profits from the mine to the communities 

affected.  

 

28240. Although this all sounds good on paper, I, as a doctor, have seen the 

human fallout of physical and social disruption that this scheme has caused.  I’ve seen 

parents of young children who spent extended periods, three or four weeks of time 

away from their homes to work because the mine was far from their villages.  This 

led to neglected children and disrupted family relationships. 

 

28241. Employment opportunities for the Inuit has not panned out as it had been 

promised.  It does not come up to the percentage that was initially negotiated, and the 

Inuit experience racism because they are a small minority in a predominantly French 

Canadian Caucasian workforce.   

 

28242. And then as far as the payouts are concerned, there have been many 

instances of crime and even murders that I know about because people who get a big 

lump cash sum payment end up going to Montreal, spending their money and they’re 

known -- it’s known in the street.  And so they get targeted by gangs. 

 

28243. What I’ve seen here is that money cannot replace a way of life and that the 

best way for a community to stay healthy is to develop its own resources at home. 

 

28244. I’d like to turn now to what I’ve learned from my work here in Bella 

Bella.  After having worked and travelled in many First Nations and Inuit 

communities around the country, I can honestly tell you that the Heiltsuk Nation is 

wonderfully vibrant.  The people are compassionate. They’re very progressive.  It’s a 

very strong, fundamentally healthy community here. 

 

28245. I hope you have been able to see that people here have a beautiful and 

very proud spirit.  And what is striking to any outsider who comes, and I’ve heard this 
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comment many times, is how friendly and respectful people are here towards others. 

 

28246. Politeness and respect are values that are held highly and it’s a 

compassionate community where people help each other in time of need, financial 

support through fundraisings, sharing food and providing emotional support. 

 

28247. My medical perspective on this is that this comes from inner confidence 

and self-respect that this self-confidence in turn comes from a deep connection that 

people have here with their traditions and their family and their culture. 

 

28248. Like First Nations and Inuit people everywhere, the Heiltsuk people have 

been recovering from various traumas; from the trauma of the residential school 

experience, physical and sexual abuse that they have suffered in the schools and the 

effects of this trauma creates that ripple through the generations. 

 

28249. Collapse of fisheries in recent years, everything that you’ve heard about 

from the previous speakers, this has also contributed to emotional stress.  At the clinic 

and in the hospital and in the health centre, we see this trauma manifesting as drug 

and alcohol addictions and emotional disorders and unhealthy eating.  But we also see 

many, many people who have risen above these difficult experiences and are leaders 

and role models in the community.   

 

28250. I have learned very much from being a doctor here, I’m constantly 

inspired by people I’ve met who have embarked on passive healing and young people 

like the people you just saw who are making a stand for what they believe in. 

 

28251. I have visited with Elders in their homes and I’ve spent many hours 

talking about health and about traditions and the future.  And what I’ve been taught is 

that health -- the concept of health for the Heiltsuk people is very far from what 

doctors would consider as health.   

 

28252. Health years intertwined with identity, being strong in traditional 

knowledge, being strong in the values and practices of the Heiltsuk people; this is 

what makes a healthy Heiltsuk. 

 

28253. Elders have shown me the importance of family and family relationships 

in that emotional and practical support I was talking about, sharing work and striving 

towards a common goal.  And essential to all of these things that make a healthy 

person here is taking part in the traditional activities of food harvesting and sharing. 
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28254. Going to gather food here is not the same as going to the store to buy 

groceries.  And this is a bit of a stretch for someone to understand who lives in an 

urban centre where you can go to the store and get meat packaged in Styrofoam. 

 

28255. But an Elder has told me recently we’re so blessed to live here, we open 

our doors and in front of us the table is already set.  Referring to the fact that there is 

this place we can go to get seaweed, another place to get halibut, another place to get 

something else.  Everything is provided and the feeling is that we are part of this 

bounty, of this creation.  And participating in the food harvesting we affirm our place 

as a part of this creation.  And I feel like this is such a fundamental aspect of good 

health. 

 

28256. Many people have been speaking about the importance and the value of 

the seafood.  I would just like to add that from my Japanese background I’m well 

aware of the benefits, the health benefits of seafood.  And the medical community at 

large promotes a diet of fish, seafoods, fish oils as a healthy diet that reduces the risk 

of cardiac disease, that reduces the risk of diabetes and reduces high blood pressure. 

 

28257. Seaweed, we know, is an excellence source of calcium, magnesium, iodine 

and other trace minerals.  And I found this interesting tidbit that I wanted to share that 

Japanese people are known to have enzymes in our digestive systems that are able to 

break down the polysaccharides in seaweed which Caucasian people don’t have, they 

don’t have this enzyme.   

 

28258. Although, it’s never been studied formally, I don’t think. I suspect that 

Heiltsuk people and the other people on the coast who eat seaweed probably have this 

enzyme in their bodies as well.  Just pointing to the fact that people here have 

adapted, I think, to this diet, and it’s an essential part of staying healthy as a person in 

here. 

 

28259. But more importantly I’d like to point out here, again from my perspective 

as a medical professional, that harvesting and sharing traditional foods has an impact 

on people’s health that goes beyond just the nutritional value of what’s being eaten.  

 

28260. Any kind of compensation scheme tries to reduce things that are lost to 

economic values.  Something that can be compensated by money or replaced by 

something similar but I’d like to point out why a pound of roe on kelp, the herring roe 

that you’ve been hearing about, it can’t be substituted by a pound of ground up beef 

in Styrofoam from a supermarket.  And why the loss of this ability to harvest a pound 

of herring roe has a far-reaching impact on people’s health.   
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28261. You know, bringing that pound of herring roe onto the feast table is the 

final outcome, it’s what you see but there’s been many, many steps that lead up to 

that point.  And all those steps are vital to creating a healthy person and a health 

community. 

 

28262. So, in that pound of herring roe that’s on the feast table, first you have the 

interaction between the Elders and the young people; transmission of knowledge; 

traditional teachings about when it’s the best time is to go and harvest, stories that get 

told about the moon that’s tipped over that’s signalling the season; the best places that 

one should go.  This is all passed on and that’s the interaction between generations. 

 

28263. Secondly, in getting that pound of herring roe onto the feast table, you 

have communal endeavour; you have groups of people going out to look for the 

spawning fish and preparing the trees or kelp and then going out many times to check 

on the product and bringing it in. 

 

28264. And thirdly, that pound of roe represents cementing of family ties and 

community ties as that roe is shared or exchanged for other things.  And most, most 

importantly, it represents participation in the natural cycle of life; affirmation of the 

connection of people to the sea. 

 

28265. So, all of these things, none of -- actually none of these things can be 

replaced by just a pound for pound equivalent protein, a pound of ground beef.   

 

28266. And from the Northern Gateway projects document on Risk Assessment 

and Management of Spills, we know that compensation will be offered to quantifiable 

losses, such as loss of revenue or damage to boats and equipment. 

 

28267. But no compensation scheme can compensate for the loss of what I just 

mentioned; the loss of intergenerational interaction, the loss of that family and friends 

working together to go harvest, the loss of family and community ties that are 

cemented by sharing of food.  And none of those things are compensable but they’re 

all vital to keeping this nation healthy. 

 

28268. As a physician here, I have serious concerns regarding the impact of the 

tankers going into the waters on the health of this community.  Of course Enbridge 

would have us believe that they will take all necessary precautions to mitigate the risk 

of an oil spill and they say that they have thought of all the technological advances 

and are taking care of all of the contingencies. 
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28269. And, I would like to point out something from what happened in my home 

country in Japan, last year, after the Tohoku earthquake hit the northeast coast of 

Japan. 

 

28270. So, Japan knows very well about natural disasters and Japan has many 

thousands of brilliant engineers who work on these risks, who work to mitigate the 

risks of earthquakes, and specifically of nuclear accidents resulting from earthquakes 

and tsunami.   

 

28271. And, before the Tohoku earthquake they prepared for a tsunami to come 

and hit the -- to come up to the nuclear power plants and they believed that they had 

taken all possible precautions. 

 

28272. Going from historical data, they had prepared a wall, a retaining wall, 

around the nuclear power plant that was six metres high, which is, I think, about the 

top of that home guest placard there.  So they’d built a wall around that nuclear power 

plant that was that high to stop the wave of a tsunami.  And they thought that they 

were safe. 

 

28273. They were sure that they were safe.  I don’t think they could have done 

otherwise.  And they felt that this was enough to stop any tsunami wave. 

 

28274. But we know now that the tsunami waves that reached the Fukushima 

plant were 14 metres high which is higher than the roof of this gym.   

 

28275. What I want to say is that no one can fully predict the forces of nature and, 

despite all the precautions and technological advances that we may employ, we can 

never know what will happen.  You know, this was a technologically advanced 

country that this happened to, and it was not a predicted event.  They thought that 

they were prepared for all contingencies, and they weren’t. 

 

28276. And I’d like to say that when stakes are high such as a nuclear disaster 

and, I would say, as an oil spill, when the stakes are so high even the smallest risk is 

not worth taking, we have to keep in mind that there will be such overwhelming 

consequences of even that small risk being realized and that consequence affects 

entire populations, nations and generations to come.   

 

28277. The students have mentioned that the concerns after a spill would be the 

direct toxic effect of being exposed to oil, clean-up efforts.  People would be exposed 
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to oil and through the ingestion of contaminated foods. 

 

28278. A second effect would be through the loss of livelihood and the food 

supply for people who depend, as people here do, on fishing and seafood gathering.  

And this effect we know will last for years.   

 

28279. We know that, after the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska, the amounts of 

seafood that was harvested dropped by 75 percent and this effect lasted for many, 

many years afterwards because of decreased availability, but also because people 

were afraid to harvest because they were afraid of contamination.  And, 20 years 

later, we know that two species including herring have not recovered at all from that 

oil spill and eight other species are known to have not fully recovered.   

 

28280. I think a more insidious and long-term health effect is the disruption of the 

social fabric in the communities.  An oil spill here would be a big blow to the 

physical and emotional health of the Heiltsuk people and the effects will linger for 

generations.  This has been mentioned before, and I want to reiterate it again, from 

my medical point of view, that this would be another multigenerational trauma like 

the residential school experience.   

 

28281. We know from the Exxon Valdez experience that there were significant 

increases in the rates of generalized anxiety and posttraumatic stress disorder and in 

depression following the oil spill.  And there were several suicides that were directly 

related linked to the oil spill and its aftermath. 

 

28282. And I would encourage anyone who wants to know more about this, to 

read the written evidence that has been submitted by the Heiltsuk Tribal Council on 

the potential effects of an oil spill because there is very much lots of really eye-

opening information in there.   

 

28283. These losses that I’m talking about are also, again, not quantifiable losses 

and they won’t be ever properly or completely compensated in any compensation 

scheme.  I think that it behooves us to listen to what all the speakers have been telling 

us, telling you, about the connection -- the vital connection that they have to the land 

and what it means to be able to harvest food from the seas. 

 

28284. They can’t afford to lose this connection and I think neither can we.  I 

think that what the speakers have been saying applies just as much to the rest of us as 

to the people here in Bella Bella.   

 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Dr. Maki Ikemura 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

28285. I think that ‘connection’ is a very kind of western word that I have 

difficulty with.  It implies almost a line between me and you, and that connection can 

be broken.  But what speakers have been talking about is not just a connection; it’s a 

being one with nature and this was expressed by the Elders after the Exxon Valdez oil 

spill as well; that, when they went out and they saw that their water was not clean 

anymore, they felt personally that they were unclean. 

 

28286. It’s this unity of person with their environment that they’re talking about.  

And I’ve been struggling on to think about how to express this to someone who 

maybe doesn’t have that or didn’t grow up with that concept.   

 

28287. I think in the Western world we tend to think of man versus nature as two 

different things.  And in Eastern philosophy, it’s different, and I think in a more First 

Nations’ approach, it’s very different as well. 

 

28288. It’s more of a unity, and I’d like to try to explain that by relating to you 

that someone, an Elder, once said:   “So who are you?” and when I tried to start 

saying:  “Well, my name is Maki. I’m a doctor.”, he cut me off saying:  “No, you are 

this water; you are these mountains; you are these animals; this is you.”   

 

28289. And I think unless someone can get into that space of mind where you feel 

that you are part of everything around you, I think that -- well, when you get into that 

frame of mind, when you see that you’re one with everything around you then it 

becomes incomprehensible that you would consider even anything that would 

endanger the purity of the things around you.   

 

28290. It’s like when one of the speakers earlier was talking about homeland, and 

the homeland extending beyond your physical home; that your homeland is 

everything; everywhere you go is your homeland, and you treat it as you would the 

inside of your home.  It’s the same way. 

 

28291. I think that if all of us -- not just the people living here or along the coast   

-- if all of us in the country and people who are considering this question could 

consider this as “this is my home” and:  What would I do in my home?  Would I 

allow an oil tanker in my home? 

 

28292. Then the question, I think, becomes -- I know it sounds really simplistic -- 

but, to me, it really strikes home that there is no way that you could consider -- 

consider any -- even a small risk to -- to that -- anything that would endanger that 

connection and that you wouldn’t allow that to happen in your home.   
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28293. I think that I’d like to end with one final anecdote from my time in 

Northern Quebec and that’s a teaching that I received from one of the Inuit Elders or 

many Inuit Elders actually.  Many people have talked to me about when they lived as 

nomadic hunters, living in small family groups, travelling around by dogsled hunting 

caribou, following the fish.   

 

28294. My age people there still lived that life as young children and this ended in 

the ‘50s and ‘60s -- late ‘50s when, through a government policy, the RCMP were 

ordered to go into the settlements and slaughter all the sled dogs.  And the idea 

behind this was that, if people didn’t have their sled dogs, they wouldn’t be able to 

travel anymore.  It would be more convenient.  They would be sending their children 

to school.  They’d be more centralized and we could deliver healthcare and so on.   

 

28295. And, you can imagine, that this is a terrible blow for the people in these 

communities; that men no longer had a way to hunt; they lost their self-esteem, their 

self-respect.  They were in settlements and couldn’t get out.  They turned to drinking.  

Social problems arose.  Loss of self-reliance and that started the switch to a Welfare 

system and reliance on government. 

 

28296. And I think anyone hearing this story -- this is 50 years ago -- I think 

anyone hearing this story thinks:  "Well, that was quite a misguided government 

decision that was made."  And I would like to just bring that thought up that I hope 50 

years from now, people don't say the same thing about a decision that's going to be 

made here.   

 

28297. I'd like to end with a final quote, again from an Elder.  I think this was a 

Haisla Elder, who said that:   "This land is our bank.  For generations, our people 

have only taken the interest from the land, the salmon, the herring roe, and we've 

never touched on the capital.  This agreement has kept us a wealthy nation for a very 

long time."   

 

28298. So I'd like to encourage you to think about learning from their example.  

Let's leave intact the capital that we've been blessed with, which is the waters and the 

animals and the land.   

 

28299. Thank you for coming here, thank you for listening.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements)  
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28300. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Ms. Humchitt, your next witness.   

 

28301. Maybe before you do that, I understand that there is an opportunity to be 

able to continue on sitting tonight as far as the community's concerned.  Can I just 

verify that?  Because I know that everybody's had a long day and we want to make 

sure that we're working in sync with the community.   

 

28302. So could you perhaps speak to the potential sitting hours that you, as a 

community, believe would be sustainable?   

 

28303. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yeah, I was just going to suggest, we were 

going to go until 5:30, but 15 minutes isn't long enough for the next presenter's 

presentation.   

 

28304. I think the food has arrived.  I was going to suggest that maybe we can 

take the supper break early so that everybody can have a break before we continue the 

evening session.   

 

28305. THE CHAIRPERSON:  And so, could you help the Panel out because 

you have been guiding us through the schedule, what is the intention for the rest of 

today then?   

 

28306. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, after this last presentation, the next 

presenter would be Elroy White.   

 

28307. We are about halfway through the afternoon presentation.  So we can 

continue if you like.   

 

28308. THE CHAIRPERSON:  I'm just trying to understand what the 

community's plan would be for sustainable sitting hours today and what we would 

expect to achieve within that timeframe.   

 

28309. So you're suggesting, so some food has come in, are you suggesting that 

we have a working dinner?   

 

28310. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  No.  I'm suggesting we break.   

 

28311. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay.   

 

28312. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  And then, continue after that with the 
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presentations.   

 

28313. THE CHAIRPERSON:  And then, what do you mean by continue?  How 

far are we continuing?   

 

28314. Are we going into -- are we just finishing up the afternoon session or are 

we going into the evening session?   

 

28315. I'd just like to have some understanding of what's going to work for the 

community because I know that it can be tough on everybody to sit long hours and I 

think it's important for us all to know what the plan is.   

 

28316. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Okay.   

 

28317. Sorry, I've just been advised that Elroy would like to present right now.  

So if we could present right now and then have a dinner break?  And then, we'll 

continue after that.  I understand we can go a little bit longer.   

 

28318. As per my earlier suggestion, I would like to have all our oral presenters to 

finish today that are on this schedule for today.   

 

28319. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So does that include the evening oral presenters 

as well?  That we would finish with all those today? 

 

28320. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, it does.   

 

28321. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So you think that we can sort of catch up --- 

 

28322. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  I think we can do it.   

 

28323. THE CHAIRPERSON:  --- on the schedule and so we would listen now.  

Then, we'd take something like a half-hour short break and then come back? 

 

28324. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, a half-hour dinner break and then 

continue on from there.   

 

28325. I'm not worried about my people.  We're up all night sometimes with 

feasts and I think they would like us to finish with everyone today.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 
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28326. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So the intention would be to finish the schedule 

for today and then, are you saying that we would finish everything tonight or would 

we still be sitting tomorrow morning?   

 

28327. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Not everything.   

 

28328. THE CHAIRPERSON:  So we would catch ourselves --- 

 

28329. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  We would still have to finish what’s 

scheduled for tomorrow.   

 

28330. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay.   

 

28331. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  And I'm pretty confident we can do that 

before you leave.   

 

28332. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay.   

 

28333. And that would then have us -- then, the Panel would have received all the 

oral evidence that you had wanted to present to us.  Just a sec.  

 

28334. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, I think we can get everyone if we do 

that.   

 

28335. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay, just give us a minute, please.   

 

--- (A short pause/Courte pause) 

 

28336. THE CHAIRPERSON:  … chance for the Panel to confer.   

 

28337. Let's go ahead and have the next witness seated.  And then, we note that 

the schedule says that we will be finishing at 9 tonight.  And that would be the time 

that the Panel will be finishing sitting for today.  And then, we'll be back tomorrow 

morning.   

 

28338. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements)  
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28339. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Madam Chair, I've just been advised that 

our Elders would like to eat.  So I think it's a good time for the half-hour break right 

now and we'll continue after, if that's all right.   

 

--- (A short pause/Courte pause) 

 

28340. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Ms. Humchitt, I think it's a very good idea to 

listen to our Elders and if they're saying it's time to eat, let's take that break now.   

 

28341. And so would a half an hour be an appropriate break and we’ll come back 

at 6:00 o’clock? 

 

28342. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, it would, Madam Chair. 

 

28343. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Terrific. 

 

28344. Thanks very much, everyone. 

 

28345. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Thank you. 

 

--- Upon recessing at 5:26 p.m./L’audience est suspendue à 17h26 

--- Upon resuming at 6:04 p.m./L’audience est reprise à 18h04 

 

28346. THE CHAIRPERSON:  If we could get everyone to take your seats 

we’ll get underway. 

 

28347. Just as we get started I wanted to offer our appreciation for however the 

food -- the nutritious food magically appears on that table.  It just seems to show up 

and it feeds all of us in the room or we go over to the church and we’re fed there.   

 

28348. Thank you very much to the community for doing that for us in a way that 

allows us to all stay focused and able to appreciate the evidence that we’re receiving. 

 

28349. Ms. Humchitt, are you ready to call your next witness? 

 

28350. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, I am, Madam Chair. 

 

28351. It is with deepest honour and respect that I call up Elroy White. 
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28352. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Could we get the next witness sworn or 

affirmed, please. 

 

ELROY WHITE:  Sworn 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MR. ELROY 

WHITE: 

 

28353. In accordance with Joint Review Panel Ruling No. 44, dated 

31 March 2012, the oral evidence of Elroy White has been blacked 

out, at this time. 

 

28354. This section will be reposted at a later date, once the 

necessary redactions have been made to remove all confidential or 

sensitive information.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Louise Niro, Regulatory Officer at 403-299-3987. 
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28495. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. White. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28496. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Next witness, Ms. Humchitt? 

 

28497. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, I’m very honoured to call upon one of 

our young Heiltsuk to present.  I’d like to call upon William Housty. 
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WILLIAM GEORGE HOUSTY:  Affirmed 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATION BY/REPRÉSENTATION ORALE PAR MR. 

WILLIAM HOUSTY: 

 

28498. MR. WILLIAM HOUSTY:  Do you mind if I sit down?  I’m not as short 

as the rest of the presenters. 

 

28499. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Absolutely.  Make yourself comfortable. 

 

28500. MR. WILLIAM HOUSTY:  Good afternoon.  Good evening, I guess, 

now.  I’m here to give my personal testimony to you, the Joint Review Panel, on a 

subject of Heiltsuk culture.  Actually, my presentation started yesterday during the 

opening ceremonies when we were singing.  That’s a part of my presentation. 

 

28501. Before I go on, I want to state to you who I am, where I come from, and 

what my beliefs are.  I think it's very important for you to know that about me as I 

carry on. 

 

28502. My Heiltsuk name is Duqvellaisela, and I share that with my grandfather, 

Chief George Housty.  He's not here tonight but he was here yesterday.  My birth 

name is William George Housty, as I just stated.  I'm 30 years old and I was born 

right here in Bella Bella. 

 

28503. From my grandmother's family, I come from the Wolf Clan of the 

Oyalitxv in Hauyet.  And I come from a long line of great Chiefs in my grandmother's 

family.  The pole that is behind me is the pole of Wiguilthba Wakas.  My 

grandmother's grandmother was the oldest child of Chief of Harry Humchitt Senior in 

Wiguilthba.  So we have close connection with the Harvey's family through my 

grandmother. 

 

28504. And on my grandmother's side, we're also closely related to the Steve 

family, the House of Galuyakas, a name that no longer exists in our community but 

has a big extended family. 

 

28505. On my grandfather's side, I belong to the Eagle Clan of the Oo-yaa-leetx 

and the ‘Yisdaitxv tribes.  My grandfather's grandfather was half-Fort Rupert.  So we 

have the connections down to the Kwakiutl, Kwakiutl people, as they call them in 

Fort Rupert and Alert Bay. 
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28506. I am father to a three year old son, Landon, who sits in the back here, and 

that's the reason that I choose to sit here today and speak on his behalf because he's 

not able to and on behalf of all the other young kids that don't have a voice yet and 

speak on their own part. 

 

28507. In 2007, I received my Bachelor's Degree in Natural Resource 

Management at Vancouver Island University in Nanaimo, B.C.  I chose to study in 

this field because I'd already participated in a lot of resource management just living 

here my whole life and being out on the land and water. 

 

28508. From the time when I was very small, I was exposed to all of our cultural 

ways and ancient practices of managing resources on both the land and the water here 

at home.  This came mainly from learning from my grandparents, other Chiefs and 

Elders in the community, and I have spent a lot of time on the land, and sea and 

territory with my uncles, my father and my brothers. 

 

28509. When I was 12-13 years old, I used to go herring fishing, commercial 

herring fishing with my Uncle Gary and my Uncle Clark when the herring was still 

plentiful.   

 

28510. Combining my educational experience that I gained while I was away, 

combining that with the knowledge that I've obtained over the years of living here in 

Bella Bella, I feel that I'm very well equipped to look at our resource management 

from two very different perspectives and that benefits my people. 

 

28511. Currently, I work for Qqs Projects Society as a field worker doing 

research and monitoring and conservancies in our territory, and the data that we 

collect is used to help make management decision when we develop management 

plans for these conservancies. 

 

28512. I work very closely with grizzly bears and salmon and I spend many hours 

on the land and sea collecting data that goes towards the management of our 

resources for our people. 

 

28513. I also sit on the Board of Directors of the Heiltsuk Integrated Resource 

Management Department as a co-chair.  I take great pride in that as the HIRM 

Department is the governing body for the resource management in our territory. 

 

28514. I am able to dovetail my educational experience with what I know from 
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my traditional knowledge to provide what I think is a very unique perspective.  I am a 

firm believer in my Heiltsuk culture and customs and a big part of my life is 

dedicated to learning, teaching, and continuing on the ways of my people.   

 

28515. I was very fortunate to begin practising our culture when I was very young 

and at the age of 19, I was very lucky that our late Chief David Gladstone took me 

under his wing and taught me a lot about our culture. 

 

28516. It is from his teachings that I was able to learn and master the 150 plus 

songs that belong to my people.  Also the songs that belong to some of our other 

tribes around us, our neighbours; 100 plus songs I learned from David coming from 

those other communities.  

 

28517. In addition to this I have learned about many of my people ancient stories 

and I've been fortunate enough to be able to remember a lot of these stories and share 

them with my people when it comes time to use them in a potlatch and at times like 

this. 

 

28518. I was taught about my traditional ceremonies and how to conduct them 

and facilitate them.  And I have worked on behalf of many of these Hereditary Chiefs 

that sit here.  I've assisted them in their potlatches and feasts, and I consider myself to 

be a keeper of our knowledge.  But I also realize that there's a lot of work that needs 

to go into keeping the ways of my people alive. 

 

28519. As I begin, I want to make it clear that I'm 100 percent opposed to the 

Northern Gateway Project.  I’ll give you my personal testimony in regard to Heiltsuk 

culture and why I feel the project puts my culture at risk.  Heiltsuk culture is strong.  

Heiltsuk culture is ancient, and Heiltsuk culture is very much alive amongst the 

people that sit here today. 

 

28520. It's embedded deep within us and we still practice what we used to a long 

time ago.  It's ongoing.  Through thick and thin, my people have managed to hang on 

to the values and the generations before and have taught these values to the up and 

coming generations. 

 

28521. One of the most powerful parts of our culture comes from the word 

“Heiltsuk” and I know that was already brought up in the beginning.  But the word 

Heiltsuk means to speak and act in a respectful way, a characteristic that has been 

held strong through the blood of my people for countless generations. 
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28522. To me, Heiltsuk culture goes beyond traditional ceremony, singing and 

dancing, wearing your regalia.  Heiltsuk culture includes all aspects of life, including 

ceremony, singing, dancing, speaking our language, harvesting our traditional foods, 

our traditional medicines, storytelling, being generous to invited guests, working 

together, helping one another, and most importantly, exhibiting the qualities of what 

it truly means to be Heiltsuk. 

 

28523. When any of these acts are performed or engaged in, I consider that to be 

practising our Heiltsuk culture because our Heiltsuk culture is more than just singing 

and dancing, it's a way of life for my people.  The foundation of Heiltsuk culture is in 

our Gwi'i'las in Nuym Giwa.  Gwi'i'las is the set of rules, customs, and practices, that 

has been handed down through the generations, that are used to govern my people.  

 

28524. Nuym Giwa are the origin stories, which speak of the first Heiltsuk people 

to be here on this land.  In my research, I have come to know that each of the five 

Heiltsuk tribes have their own unique, distinct Heiltsuk origin stories that speak of the 

first ancestors who came here to be on the land where we are now and we're still 

inhabiting these same lands where these origin stories came from. 

 

28525. All of the animals on the land and the creatures of the sea are all a part of 

an intricate cycle of life that exists.  And this intricate lifecycle are explained in these 

origin stories.  These stories explain very important values and customs and explain 

how and why certain things were created for the benefit of my ancestors.  

 

28526. If I were to sit here today and tell you all the origin stories of my people, 

we'd be here a long time.  It would be past the allotted time.  You'd miss your sea bus. 

 

28527. These stories are so sacred and so important to my culture and my people 

that they are kept very close to our hearts because they justify my people's existence 

on the land.  And they prove that the Heiltsuk are the owners and the first ones to 

inhabit this land.  

 

28528. My people believe in a supernatural and at one time in our history, all the 

animals and the sea creatures had the ability to transform to humans and vice versa.  

This is very important because it explains the deep connection that my people have 

with the land and the sea. 

 

28529. Evidence of this lies in a story that I know that was told by a well 

respected Elder, the late Hoffman Harris.  He was asked one time in an interview how 

is it possible for the salmon to go so far out into the Pacific Ocean for so long and, 
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four years later, come back and find the exact creek to which they were born, so that 

they could spawn in the exact creek they were born in. 

 

28530. Hoffman went on to explain that the Heiltsuk people were considered one 

with the salmon.  And that it was through the association with the twins that it's our 

belief that when twins are born into our nation, it's a good sign that the salmon will 

return in good numbers. 

 

28531. Hoffman explains that the reason a salmon can leave for so long, go so far 

and still come back to the exact spot is because the salmon had many human qualities.  

They had the ability to transform back and forth between human and salmon.  And 

Hoffman says that just like a human being, it doesn't matter how far away from your 

home you go; somehow, some way, you'll always find your way back to your original 

home, just like the salmon do. 

 

28532. Here again, I will use the example of the salmon to show my people's 

connection to them, in nature, and to see how the salmon are embedded and rooted in 

my culture.  First, I will tell you a very condensed version of an origin story that tells 

the creation of the salmon for the Oo-yaa-leetx people and Hauyet. 

 

28533. This is my grandmother’s story, my grandmother sitting in the back, 

T’sumklaqs Peggy Housty.  This is her story -- part of her story that she inherited 

from her great grandmother. 

 

28534. In my grandmother’s story the second eldest son of T’sumklaqs, whose 

name was C’umqalaqs he was a carpenter and he had the supernatural ability to create 

things for the benefit of his people.  C’umqalaqs disappeared, nobody knew where he 

went.  He had taken off into the forest and he walked until he found a level ground 

and he started to dig, and he dug to the point where water started to spurt out of the 

ground and there he transformed that into a lake and it became a big huge lake.   

 

28535. He then went down to the ocean and started digging a trench and he kept 

digging until he met up with a lake, so in there we had the river system.  They had the 

lake and the river draining into the ocean. 

 

28536. On his way back down C’umqalaqs stripped off the bark of the alder tree 

and he took it down to the beach and he carved them into these little salmon, shapes 

of the salmon, and he took them down to the low tide mark and he said, “I’m going to 

throw you into the water and when you land in the water you’re going to come alive 

and you’re going to come back year, after year, after year to nourish my mother’s 
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people”.  The salmon would be plentiful for all of the people of the Hauyet region. 

 

28537. So that he did, he threw the little tiny salmon, eight of them, into the 

water, and as soon as they hit the water they started jumping, they were alive.  He 

then went and he went up to the base of the high tide mark and he built the stone fish 

trap, like what Elroy just talked about, so that his mother could have access to the 

salmon when they ran. 

 

28538. This story is very important.  It tells of the creation of the salmon for the 

health and the well-being of my ancestors.  And this has persisted to thousands of 

years to my generation.   

 

28539. Even in my short time living here in my territory, 30 years, I’ve harvested 

sockeye in and around the Hauyet area.  And to think about how an oil spill would 

affect the salmon, it would be devastating. 

 

28540. Further to this, an oil spill would nullify the importance of the salmon to 

my people and would completely disregard the importance and significance of the 

above origin story, thus degrading the generations and generations of people who 

descend from the story and who have depended upon the creation of the salmon for so 

long. 

 

28541. As my grandmother’s story clearly states, the salmon were created with 

the intention that they would return year after year so that my people could be 

nourished.  An oil spill would put an end to this and would shame the ancestors who 

are only looking out for the future generations, destroying one of the most ancient and 

well respected relationships between my people and the salmon. 

 

28542. Another vital component of my culture that is at high risk from this 

Gateway project is my language -- our language, Heiltsuk language of the Wakashan 

dialect, and it’s very similar to Kitimat, Klemtu, Rivers Inlet and the Kwakwala from 

Vancouver Island. 

 

28543. That woman sitting there, Evelyn Windsor, knows all of these languages.  

They’re all pretty well the same. 

 

28544. Sadly, I’m not a fluent speaker of my language, nor are many in my age 

group or even in my mother’s age group.  This is a result of many different factors 

contributed to this. 
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28545. But I have been fortunate enough to spend time with people such as my 

grandparents and other Elders who have spoken the language in my presence and that 

has allowed me to partially understand but not have the ability to speak in my own 

native tongue.   

 

28546. Through my work with learning and composing songs, I have gained great 

knowledge in being able to write my language and it’s from that that I begin the 

process of speaking.  Until the day that I am fluent in my language I will always carry 

the feeling of guilt not being able to act as a vector to pass on my language to the next 

generation.   

 

28547. And it is well known how vital my language is to the culture of my people.  

You heard some of our Chiefs speak it yesterday, how important it is to us. 

 

28548. I see our language as being the identity that defines who I am, who we are.  

Without being able to speak in our native tongue the place names, the family names 

and the language in general will be useless, leaving me and all of these people, my 

people, with nothing, with no identity and a void in our culture that will never been 

filled once it’s gone.  

 

28549. One time I read a letter that was written by a man named William 

Freeman.  He was from our ‘Xixis territory to the north, Kinock (ph).  The letter was 

addressed to the then elected Chief Councillor, Cecil Reid, in 1972.  Mr. Freeman 

stated he was more than willing to give of himself to help restore the language 

because he knew from his ancestors how important it was to the culture and he 

realized that our language is in decline and he offered himself his services to help 

resurrect that. 

 

28550. Mr. Freeman made the comparison that if we do not make an attempt to 

save the language that’s the same thing as slitting our own throats with a knife 

because it would take down our identity if we did not try and relearn our language.  

That’s how important the language is to my people.  The level of importance of it has 

never changed and it never will. 

 

28551. In 2005, shortly before his death, the late Ed Martin told me something 

about my language, that again underline just how important it is my people.  While at 

the Koeye River Ed told me that it was very important that we do our best to make 

sure our language stays the same; that it not be altered or tampered with because our 

language is very descriptive and unique and that the slightest change in words would 

change the meaning of the word to something different.   
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28552. And he always encouraged me to remember to keep the language 

consistent from generation to generation so that the stories, songs and the language 

itself could remain pristine. 

 

28553. It’s from my experience and my studies that the language is very 

descriptive and that many names, place names in my territory were given names in 

our language by my ancestors, and these reflect the terrain, the physical 

characteristics of these individual places. 

 

28554. Here I have a few examples of what I’m talking about.  These examples 

come from interviews that I’ve listened to by such Elders as Gordon Reid Sr., Willy 

Gladstone, Jimmy Lawson, Johnny Humchitt, Eli Wallace. 

 

28555. There’s a grassy beach in Roscoe Inlet near Shack Bay that is full of tall 

green grass and even in the winter the grass is green.  The name of the beach is 

Getamese (ph), which translates to a grassy area in my language.   

 

28556. The word given to this place describes what that place is literally like if 

you were to go there by describing its characteristics, it’s physical characteristics 

because the grass was so healthy all the time.  This area was very important to my 

people because it was an attractant to black tail deer and it was very easy to harvest 

the deer from that area.  It’s right on the beach. 

 

28557. Another example is a place on Calvert Island called Luxvbalis which 

refers to the consistent rolling of the waves as they come off of the ocean and roll into 

the inlet.  And this is the village that my people have inhabited for many generations. 

 

28558. A third example is Kuxvanukv, which means place of heat, and is the 

name for the hot springs in Eucott Bay and has always been a very important place of 

healing for my people, the hot springs.     

 

28559. A final example comes from the name Tenkee.  A part of the river in 

Hauyet, this word means to vibrate or to tremble in reference to the amount of fish 

that were in the creek.  It would make such a sound that it would cause the ground to 

feel like it was vibrating. 

 

28560. It’s easy for me to sit here and tell you what these words mean.   When I 

get these translations and this little stories from someone like grandfather, who 

actually stood there and felt the ground move and heard the fish in some great 
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numbers flap their tail, to see the expression on his face adds a lot to that, because 

I’ve never seen that in my life. 

 

28561. The reason that these places and many, many others in our territory are at 

risk is because if a spill does happen the physical features of these places are going to 

change so much that we’re going to be forced to change the names of these places 

because my language is so descriptive. 

 

28562. My ancestors gave these names to these places for a reason.  And if there's 

an oil spill, we'll no longer be able to use these words that were given to us by our 

ancestors.   

 

28563. And this goes right along with what was told to me by Ed Martin in 2005.  

That if a place changes because of an external process, the original ancient names 

given to these places will also change.  And that would mean changing our culture, 

changing our history and changing the way that my people speak in the everyday 

language about a place.  And this is not acceptable to me or my people.   

 

28564. The ways and methods of speaking the language have been handed down 

to my people for many generations.  And to be forced to change place names because 

of something like this would be devastating to the culture of my people.  It is 

unfathomable to comprehend this even happening.   

 

28565. It is inevitable that cultures change over time, but these changes happen 

slowly.  This would not be a small, slow change, an oil spill.  This would be a 

catastrophic change for my people and the way that we speak our language and it 

would change the way we teach the language to the new generations.  All because of 

money.   

 

28566. And this is a threat to the language that my people do not need.  As the 

language has already overcome many other barriers through time.   

 

28567. One of the foundations of Heiltsuk culture is the Potlatch.  In the Chinook 

jargon, the word “Potlatch” means “to give”.  In my language, we call it Lay-alla 

(ph), to stand up and give things away in a Potlatch house.   

 

28568. A great principle that exists within the Heiltsuk Potlatch system, that 

separates my culture from many others around the world, is that you are not rich 

because of what you own, you are rich for what you give away to your people.   

 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Mr. William Housty 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

28569. This is where the values of my people are different than many others.  I 

wouldn’t be considered rich if I had a billion dollars.  I would be a rich man if I gave 

my billion dollars away to my people.  That's how our system works.  That's the way 

my people work.  Still today, that's how we work.   

 

28570. To me, this Northern Gateway Project isn't about creating anything good 

or giving anything away for the benefit of the people.  It is about the money and how 

many billions of dollars Enbridge will make.   

 

28571. And this goes completely against the grain of what my people believe in 

from the knowledge that I have about my people and how they operated in the past 

and continue to operate here today.   

 

28572. The Heiltsuk Potlatch has many rituals, customs, secret societies, taboos, 

and beliefs that exist that are so sacred to my people, that we only talk about them in 

a Potlatch.  We don't go around and talk about them at home very often.  The only 

time they're talked about is in secret.   

 

28573. Even these customs and rituals that my people practice stem from the land 

and the sea.  And the land and the sea are very vital to the resurrection of these when 

we almost lost all the secret societies.  Being able to connect back to the land and the 

sea enhanced how we took part in our culture, when it was lost after the ban.   

 

28574. I will talk about some of these practices that are held sacred because in my 

eyes, they are very much at risk.  I'm going to talk about an object that's very 

important to my people and that's the copper.  You see them in the corners, there's 

one in each corner here.  And these are made of wood.   

 

28575. But the copper is the centerpiece of Heiltsuk Potlatch.  It is an object that 

is used to validate and justify the worth of the Potlatch that the Chief hosts.  It is 

literally a sheet of actual copper that is hammered into the shape similar to this that 

you see in the corner.  That has the face and the form of the design.  It has the ribs, 

the backbone and it also has the name.   

 

28576. My people believe that the copper is like a human and that's why it has so 

many human characteristics because it's believed to have a life of its own.  I know 

from my work with many of these Heiltsuk Chiefs that sit here and their families and 

from my many hours of research that the names of the coppers tell a great story of 

their own.   
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28577. I would say that 90 percent of the old coppers that exist here amongst my 

people were given names that come from creatures that live in the ocean.  Ocean 

dwellers.  This is because the copper represents the wealth and the worth of the 

Potlatch.  And the richness and wealth that comes to my people from the sea cannot 

be measured by any means.  Just like the copper.   

 

28578. An example that I have here is a copper that belongs to Chief Carmen 

Humchitt.  His son sits right there, Ga’it (ph) Arnold.  He's also an owner of this 

copper.  The name of his copper is Hohenewha (ph), the killer whale because the 

killer whale represents power, strength, grace and richness. Just like their copper.   

 

28579. A second example is the copper that belongs to Chief Gwioocheshas (ph), 

Joann Green.  The name of the copper is Kups (ph) after the spring salmon because of 

the great abundance that they come in and because of that great abundance, they're 

able to nourish our people.   

 

28580. If any of these sea creatures or ocean dwellers were to be damaged or 

brought to extinction because of an oil spill, this would force the culture to change the 

way that we name our coppers.  No longer would we be able to name them after these 

beings.  And this would make us stray away from what has been taught to us by our 

ancestors.   

 

28581. These are things that concern me.  That changes will happen too fast 

within my culture.  And unnecessary changes will have to be made on the account of 

oil.  And that doesn't sit good with me or my people.   

 

28582. Another cornerstone of the Heiltsuk Potlatch and culture is shamanism in 

secret societies within the ceremony.  Sacred ceremonies are broken down into 

seasons.  The winter season is a time when my people gather in their permanent 

winter villages.  Sacred secret initiations were carried out at this time.   

 

28583. The principle ceremony in the winter was called the Tsaika.  Tsaika means 

a supernatural dancer in my language.  Here, such things as cannibalism and other 

acts of shamanism occurred.  The order of ranks in the Tsaika made up of 15 or more 

secret societies, each having their own taboos and rules that govern their participation 

in the overall ceremony.   

 

28584. The second ceremony practiced in the winter is the Nusum (ph), the Dog-

Eating Ceremony.  Each dancer followed similar protocol that was set out in the 

Tsaika season.  But they remain distinct ceremonies, although they had the same 
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values and beliefs embedded in them.   

 

28585. I want to touch a little bit on shamanism with respect to secret societies.  

To be initiated into these secret societies, a process of isolation and purification was 

necessary.  There are many many places within the territory that were utilized for this, 

for the use by secret societies.  And some of these places are still used.   

 

28586. The place that comes to my mind, Hunis (ph) in the mouth of Roscoe is a 

place where my great-grandmother at one time lived when she was very small.  My 

great-grandmother's name was Beatrice Brown.   

 

28587. It's a very powerful place when you go there.  The big house still stands 

although most of it's on the ground.  And we've taken people there when they're on 

this isolation and this journey to purify themselves to be initiated into these societies.   

 

28588. So these places still exist today.  They're still in use, continually used 

through the generations.  To acquire the supernatural power that they desired, a 

process of daily ocean and river bath was necessary to purify the spirit so that they 

can find what we call “the supernatural power”.  Many days were spent alone with 

little to no food, or only drinking water.   

 

28589. And here's where the concept of isolation and purification are put in 

jeopardy from an oil spill.  One of the most crucial actions when in isolation was to 

daily drink salt water.  My people believe that is contained within the salt water a lot 

of life, even though it cannot be seen.  When ingested, empowers the person.  That all 

the little particles and beings in the salt water that you can't see with the naked eye, as 

they pass through your body, they purify you.   

 

28590. In 2005, the late Ed Martin told me of his experience when doing this.  

When he was a small child, he remembered camping with his grandmother Emma 

Starr in Hoyett (ph).  Ed told me that every morning when she woke up, the old lady 

used to bathe in the river.  And she would drink one mouthful of salt water because 

she truly believed that it would make her healthy and pure. 

 

28591. Further evidence of this goes back at least three or four generations from 

my time.  It’s a story about one of the last true Heiltsuk shamans that went out and 

acquired supernatural power on the land.  They called this man Dr. Sam.  He went to 

Calvert Island to find his supernatural power. 

 

28592. While he was there, he was said to have daily drank the saltwater that 
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came in from the open ocean and that made him so pure that later that evening, he 

acquired a supernatural power when he climbed up to the top of the mountain, and he 

was the last true Heiltsuk shaman that we know of to actually go out and do these 

things the way our ancestors used to in full form. 

 

28593. When I think of this and I think of how long shamans have been involved 

in our practices, all I can think about is how when the oil hits the water, why would 

we want to purify ourselves in that saltwater.  Why would we want to drink that 

saltwater when it’s full of oil?   

 

28594. It would have reverse effects of what it’s supposed to do, and to me, this 

degrades the practices of my people and makes a joke out of what we hold sacred. 

 

28595. Getting back a little to Heiltsuk ceremony, I have touched on the winter 

ceremony and the principal concept of shamanism.  Now I will talk about the spring 

and the summer seasons.  And these seasons were completely different from the 

winter.  Because the spring was a time when life began to come into the life and the 

sea, it was a time when my people travelled to temporary village sites to harvest the 

food from the land and the sea, and it was a critical time of year. 

 

28596. Like right now is when the life is being pumped back into our sea from the 

herring and all of the birds and all of the animals are coming out now because we 

have more daylight.  Things are turning green again.  The spring and the summer was 

a time of life for my people. 

 

28597. And it was during the spring and summer season that the ceremony of 

Gluxaha (ph) occurred.  Gluxaha (ph) in my language means to descend down from 

the sky.  It was within this ceremony that the chiefs and their families showed their 

connections to the land, the sea and the sky through what we call glugwes (ph) or 

treasures, which came from the Chief’s origin stories. 

 

28598. One example I have here is -- one of many is our Head Chief of the Oo-

yaa-leetx, Woyola, how is not here anymore, inherited a treasure through the 

generations of Kumukwam.  Kumukwam is the Chief of the undersea and he’s said to 

own a house that travels around the ocean, all around our territory.  And within his 

house, anything that lives under the sea, all of the ocean dwellers reside there. 

 

28599. It is through this story and the prerogative that Mr. Moody and his family 

have a direct connection to the sea, and I’m sure that Mr. Moody and his family and 

his ancestors would be devastated to have this ancient prerogative tainted by oil. 
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28600. As I said, this is one of many examples of my Chiefs having a connection 

to the land and the sea in this ceremony. 

 

28601. In the olden days of my people, I know that there was no such thing as 

money.  The currency of the day were the bountiful resources that my people have 

always had in the ocean and the land.  The harvesting of these resources for trade 

with other tribes and nations is a huge part of our culture.  It binds my people together 

with neighbouring communities.  It builds relationships that last generations. 

 

28602. One of the most prized possessions of my people is our seaweed.  This 

grows on the rocks on the outer islands and is harvested and dried in great amounts in 

the spring.  Because of the quality of the seaweed, it is a target from other nations.   

 

28603. It is the clean cold water and the consistent flow of that water from the 

outside, bringing in all the nutrients from the ocean, that makes this seaweed so great 

and allows it to grow through the stages of its lifecycle. 

 

28604. For as long as my people have been here, they have harvested this 

seaweed for local nourishment as well as the nourishment for those who they trade 

with.  This trade has persisted for many generations and has carried on, even to the 

present day. 

 

28605. I, myself, participate in this trade.  I have relatives in Alert Bay, British 

Columbia who I trade with annually, seaweed for eulachon grease because we do not 

have enough eulachons on our territory to harvest the grease anymore, and it’s the 

same with our other relatives in Bella Coola, Rivers Inlet.  There’s no eulachons 

around anymore for us to do that.  So we have to go further and further away to trade. 

 

28606. In addition to this, my uncle, who is in the back here, Ben Brown, every 

year my uncle harvests herring eggs in great amounts, and he takes them by the 

truckload down to Alert Bay in exchange for a boatload of Fraser River sockeye, the 

coming season.  This is a great example of how my people interact with other nations 

in trade, and this binds us all together. 

 

28607. How will my people continue on with this part of our culture when we 

cannot harvest herring eggs and seaweed for trade because of oil?  These are just two 

examples of resources that my people harvest for their own nourishment and for trade 

and barter.   
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28608. A portion of my culture that often gets overlooked is the harvesting of 

plants for medicinal purposes.  In the days of my ancestors, they took care of 

themselves by using the medicines that grew in the forest in the inter-tidal areas. 

 

28609. The late Ed Martin, who suffered greatly from arthritis, told me years ago 

that his pharmacy was in the forest in an inter-tidal zone of our territory because he 

utilized the medicines that came from those places for his own health and well being, 

and he’s not the only one.  Our ancestors and many people today still do that. 

 

28610. I have here two examples of these medicines that I have experience with 

and that I feel are in great jeopardy from an oil spill.  In 2004, I foolishly cut myself 

on my hand in a deep-flesh wound and we’re 45 miles from the nearest hospital.  And 

I was lucky enough to be camping with Evelyn Windsor, who spoke earlier today. 

 

28611. We were in the Koeye River.  She took me to an area, the high inter-tidal 

where sea asparagus grew.  The sea asparagus grows high up in the inter-tidal and 

literally looks like mini asparagus, these tiny little roots. 

 

28612. Evelyn picked a bag of these sea asparagus and took it back to our camp 

where she chopped it up into small pieces.  She placed it on my open wound and 

covered it up and let it sit overnight.  In the morning, the healing process was well 

underway and we didn’t have to make the trip in. 

 

28613. So that’s one example of how we’re able to utilize our medicinal plants 

that are right here in our backyard. 

 

28614. In the same year, I harvested boa kelp with Evelyn in Koeye Bay when a 

young man sprained his ankle.  Evelyn took the leaves of the boa kelp and wrapped it 

around the young man’s ankle, and after a day or two, the ankle was well on its way 

to being healed.  This is only two examples of the medicine that are so vital to my 

people and have been for so long.   

 

28615. And in my mind, they are at great risk of being ruined by an oil spill.  If 

oil was to get up into the inter-tidal area, it would destroy the sea asparagus, not to 

mention all of the other life that are so abundant in these inter-tidal areas, and the kelp 

patches would be smothered.  And these kelps are very important to my people, not 

just for medicine but for harvesting for other food sources as well. 

 

28616. So there are many, many plants that are important to my people 

medicinally.  These are only two that I have experience with that relate directly to this 
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subject. 

 

28617. I want to underline one more time the connection that my people have to 

the land and the sea, because in my mind, this cannot be downplayed or 

underestimated.  Even amongst our children there is a very strong connection. 

 

28618. When sacred ceremonies are not being performed, my people have a set of 

social dances that we use that the children can participate in.  And again, it’s through 

participation in these dances that the connection to the land and the sea is displayed.   

 

28619. One such example that I will use is the clam dance.  I know this song.  So 

do many other people.  And the story behind the dance is that when humans dig for 

clams, they leave and the clams that are able to escape the humans’ digging come up 

to the surface, transform into humans and dance around, mocking the humans that 

missed them. 

 

28620. So when the children dance, they’re actually representing the clams and 

showing that connection between the clams and the humans and being able to 

transform back and forth.  And this is of great importance to my people because it has 

to do with the clams. 

 

28621. Clams are a vital resource to my people.  We harvest several species for 

our food.  It’s a staple and it’s also a commercial industry for my people.  An oil spill 

would put a quick end to any of this. 

 

28622. And I’ll also use the example of the animal dance.  The song and dance 

was composed by an old Heiltsuk man of generations ago, Jacob White.  The song 

and dance imitates the different animals of the land and the ocean that my people 

depend on. 

 

28623. It is the only thing that I know, that we know, to consider our people one, 

one with the resources and the land and the sea. 

 

28624. As I begin to wind down my personal testimony I cannot stress enough 

that my culture is very, very precious to me and to my people.  I know this was the 

feeling of my ancestors because they work very hard to protect their traditional ways 

so that I could live the good life that I live right now, and that’s all I want for my son 

and the other generations to come. 

 

28625. My people have gone through a lot when it comes to the destruction of 
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culture and language and I see this Northern Gateway Project has been nothing less 

than another form of genocide on my people. 

 

28626. So I sit here today to tell you that I do whatever I can to hold onto my 

cultural ways, to teach the up and coming generations.  My people have been here for 

at least 10,000 years and I can safely say that we don’t plan on going anywhere in the 

future.  We’re always going to be here.   

 

28627. We only have one kick at the can in standing up for what is rightfully ours 

and what belongs to my people.  So me personally will die sticking up for anything 

that has to do with our land and resources.  That’s how much it means to me, how 

much my culture and the ways of my people mean to me. 

 

28628. I want to share something with you that sums up how I feel about the 

Northern Gateway Project.  Only after the last tree has been cut down, only after the 

last river has been poisoned, only after the last fish has been caught, only then will 

you find that money cannot be eaten.  And this is a Cree Indian prophecy that I think 

tells the exact story in four lines. 

 

28629. I’ll close by thanking you for listening to me, thanking my people for 

standing strong, thanking my Chief for leading us, for thanking all the people who are 

standing up for what is right, native and non-native. 

 

28630. I hope that my words will resonate in your hearts and your minds when 

you leave here and that you will take away great insight from me and my people.   

 

28631. I’m not standing up for my culture because I’m a radical, I’m standing up 

for it because it’s what I know and it’s what I was taught to do, and there are too 

many things that are at stake here for my people.  I will never give up this fight for as 

long as I live because the Heiltsuk are strong and the Heiltsuk are forever. 

 

28632. Thank you. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissement) 

 

28633. THE CHAIRPERSON:  The Panel is going to take a 10-minute recess. 

 

28634. Thank you. 
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--- Upon recessing at 7:29 p.m./L’audience est suspendue à 19h29 

--- Upon resuming at 7:47 p.m./L’audience est reprise à 19h47 

 

28635. THE CHAIRPERSON:  If we could get everyone to take their seats 

we’ll get underway.   

 

28636. Thank you. 

 

28637. Ms. Humchitt, your next witness? 

 

28638. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes, Madam Chair. 

 

28639. It is a great honour and privilege to call up our next presenters for the 

nation.  I would like to call up William Gladstone and Reg Moody. 

 

WILLIAM GLADSTONE, SR.:  Affirmed 

REG MOODY-HUMCHITT:  Affirmed 

VANESSA GLADSTONE:  Affirmed 

 

28640. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Good evening. 

 

28641. MR. WILIAM GLADSTONE:  Good evening. 

 

28642. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you very much. 

 

28643. Please go ahead. 

 

--- ORAL PRESENTATIONS BY/REPRÉSENTATIONS ORALES PAR THE 

GLADSTONE RECONCILIATION PROGRAM: 

 

28644. MR. WILLIAM GLADSTONE, SR.:  Good evening, Panel Members. 

 

28645. My name is William Gladstone Sr.; I am a Heiltsuk and my age is 62 year 

old.  My Heiltsuk name will be Himaspat.  I will be taking that name in my potlatch 

on May the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 of this coming year, like right -- next month. 

 

28646. What I’ll do is I’ll have my daughter Vanessa read the Creation Story for 

that name which will be coming from my late grandfather Willy Gladstone. 

 

28647. MS. VANESSA GLADSTONE:  The Heiltsuk believe that they have 
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occupied their land and sea since time immemorial.  Our Nuym our stories that have 

been passed down from generation to generation, affirm this. 

 

28648. This creation story comes from my family.  The first man’s name was 

Himaspat, of which holds Chieftainship status. 

 

28649. In the beginning Creator made man.  This man woke up on the beach and 

there was nothing around him but a stone.  The man laid down and went back to 

sleep.  He heard someone say, “Wake-up”.  When he opened his eyes there were a lot 

of trees around him.  He laid back down and back to sleep.   

 

28650. Again someone said, “Wake-up”.  The man woke up and he sees 

something, it was a house.  The Creator tells him, “This is where you will live”.  The 

man walked over to his house and looked around, he went outside and went back to 

sleep.  When he woke up he was beside a creek.  He walked up the creek and found 

salmon swimming around.  The Creator told him, “This will be your food”.  The 

salmon was man’s first food. 

 

28651. The man went to sleep again.  When he woke up he was very lonely.  He 

went to sit outside his house.  He saw something coming towards him from far away.  

He walks over to take a closer look, it was a young woman.  The young woman asked 

him, “How long have you been here”; he says to the young woman, “I have been here 

for quite a while.  I am very lonely.  You are going to live with me now”.  The young 

woman agrees and they go into the house. 

 

28652. They both looked at the salmon, the first food the Creator gave them, and 

they wondered how to cook it.  The man went down to the beach and he found a 

mussel shell and he cut the salmon with it. 

 

28653. The Creator gave him a really sharp mind.  He built a fire and cooked the 

salmon.  When the Creator turned the day into night, again, the man and woman slept.  

When they both woke, they found a canoe outside the beach.  The Creator made it 

and gave it to them.  

 

28654. MR. WILLIAM GLADSTONE, SR.:  Thank you, Vanessa.   

 

28655. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Heiltsuk Hereditary 

Chiefs for giving me the opportunity to speak in our traditional territory today.   

 

28656. I am here to speak about a Supreme Court decision that was handed down 
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in 1996.  What it means to the Heiltsuk people, and how the effects of an oil spill 

would render that hard-fought battle meaningless.   

 

28657. The decision is Regina vs. Gladstone.  In 1988, my late brother Donald 

and I were charged with illegally selling herring roe on kelp.  We defended our 

Aboriginal right to commercially harvest roe on kelp all the way to the Supreme 

Court of Canada.  And the Court affirmed that the Heiltsuk have a right.   

 

28658. We are the only First Nation in Canada that has a commercial Aboriginal 

right to harvest and sell roe on kelp.  In my presentation, I will tell you about the 

herring roe in kelp and its significance to our people and First Nations up and down 

the coast.  I will discuss the Gladstone decision and what it means to the Heiltsuk 

people.   

 

28659. And I am going to tell you about the very real concerns we have about the 

potential impact that the Enbridge project and the presence of oil tankers in coastal 

waters will have on our ability to exercise our Aboriginal rights.   

 

28660. Following me will be Dr. Gary Vigers, or has he been stricken from the 

record?  Is Dr. Vigers going to have the ability to come on?   

 

28661. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  Yes he is, William.   

 

28662. MR. WILLIAM GLADSTONE, SR.:  Great.   

 

28663. MS. CARRIE HUMCHITT:  He has chosen to review his presentation 

and go on tomorrow if possible.   

 

28664. MR. WILLIAM GLADSTONE, SR.:  Okay, sounds good.  Okay he'll 

be presenting tomorrow.   

 

28665. Dr. Vigers, who is the fisheries' biologist, provided expert evidence in the 

trial of Gladstone.  Dr. Vigers will provide you with the scientific overview of the 

state of the herring resource in our traditional territory.   

 

28666. Before I get into the heart of my presentation, I want to tell you a bit about 

who I am.  This will help you understand the source of my evidence.  My personal 

experience; I have been married for 43 years.  I am the father of three beautiful 

children.  And a grandfather of 10 beautiful grandchildren.  I also have many nieces 

and nephews; there's a lot of them in this room.   
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28667. I have been a Heiltsuk political leader for over 30 years.  I have been a 

commercial fisherman for over 40 years.  And I've fished in the salmon, herring sac-

roe and spawn on kelp fisheries.   

 

28668. I have fished up and down the coast, the B.C. coast.  Over the years, I 

have witnessed extreme weather and tide conditions.  And I've personally 

experienced the risk of being on the water during southeast and northeast winds.  I am 

well aware of the risks of being on the water, especially at certain times of the year.   

 

28669. Ever since I was a child and old enough to help my family gathering 

Heiltsuk traditional foods for food, social, ceremonial and commercial purposes, has 

been an integral part of my life.  I was taught to hunt and fish by my relatives.   

 

28670. In turn, I taught these skills to the younger generations.  This is the way 

we have passed on our knowledge and our experience since before living memory.  

We depend on our Heiltsuk traditional foods, from the land and the sea for our 

spiritual, physical and economic wellbeing.   

 

28671. And all of this would be irreversibly impacted in event of an oil spill.  No 

amount of compensation could account for the loss to us as Heiltsuk people.  The 

Heiltsuk people have always traded with nations up and down the coast, particularly 

foods that are indigenous to one tribal area and not another.   

 

28672. For the Heiltsuk, the prime example of a food that we trade is herring roe.  

The Heiltsuk word for it are Ah-unt, that's on a branch, qaqalis on flat kelp, and yagya 

on stringy kelp.  It is also sometimes called herring eggs, roe on kelp or spawn on 

kelp.   

 

28673. You may not be familiar with the herring roe as a food, so I'll spend a few 

minutes describing it to you.  Since time immemorial Heiltsuk people have collected 

herring roe by submerging hemlock branches or kelp in spawning areas.  Once the 

herring have spawned we pull up the branches or kelp, process our product and 

preserve it.  Traditionally, it was dried.  And now we typically salt or freeze it.   

 

28674. The Heiltsuk have their own fish plant where we process roe on kelp for 

the commercial market.  Roe on kelp has always been of critical significance to us 

because it's the first fresh food of the year and highly nutritious.  Traditionally, we 

collected and preserved vast amounts of roe on kelp and we traded in large-scale trade 

with our neighbours.   
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28675. Trading literally tonnes of roe on kelp for other foods, which we didn't 

have access to, as you heard William earlier, such as eulachon.  This trade, going 

back to pre-contact times, is well documented and formed the key evidence before the 

Court in Gladstone.   

 

28676. In our presentation materials, you'll find copies of the two documents 

which provide detailed information about the Heiltsuk harvest of herring roe on kelp.  

These are the 1990 expert report by Dr. Barbra Lane for the Gladstone trial.   

 

28677. And a 1985, Heiltsuk cultural education centre paper by the late 

Hereditary Chief Clarence Martin and Anya Brown.   

 

28678. The Enbridge project is the latest threat to the Heiltsuk people in a long 

line of government sanctions policy, stretching back over a century.   

 

28679. We have inhabited the central coast of British Columbia since time 

immemorial.  Historically, our strong culture and vital training economy made us one 

of the most prosperous indigenous nations on the west coast of North America.  

 

28680. As the 20
th
 century advanced, however, Heiltsuk self-sufficiency and self-

determination were progressively undermined and thwarted by legislation and 

policies that stifled self-sufficiency at home.  And increasingly restricted our access 

to the very land and resource space that provided us with so well prior to 

colonization.   

 

28681. The residential school system aggravated and compounded the situation, 

deepening the profound suffering and social disintegration.  The economic and social 

conditions in our isolated communities of Bella Bella fall far below the standard of 

living of the average Canadian.  Unemployment rates fluctuate between 80 and 90 

percent in Bella Bella.  And most Heiltsuk members are unemployed for eight to 10 

months each year.   

 

28682. Alcohol and drug abuse, as well as family violence, is well above the 

national average, as is the mortality among children and youth.  The suicide rate 

among youth is inordinately high.  Indeed, Bella Bella once claimed the infamous 

title of suicide capital of Canada.   

 

28683. Once a wealthy and self-sustaining people, the Heiltsuk are struggling to 

survive.  But there is hope.  The Heiltsuk culture and economy is deeply rooted in 
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harvesting and trading the products of the land and sea, including all species of fish in 

the region, as well as shellfish and roe on kelp.   

 

28684. The sale of roe on kelp has been an important source of income for our 

people and has brought a sense of pride to our community because of the right we 

have always known we hold has been affirmed by the highest court of the land.   

 

28685. When my brother Donald and I were charged with unlawfully selling roe 

on kelp, we asserted that as a Heiltsuk we have a commercial right what the Crown 

denied. 

 

28686. Canada fought and denied the existence of our commercial Aboriginal 

right through five levels of court.  In 1996 the Supreme Court of Canada recognized 

our right when it held that the Heiltsuk roe on kelp commercial Aboriginal right is 

second only to conservation, and takes priority over all other user groups, including 

commercial fishers.   

 

28687. Even with the Supreme Court decision in our favour, our rights continue 

to be infringed by the federal government through Fisheries and Oceans’ regulations 

and policies, and the Heiltsuk are seeking a multi-million dollar compensation 

package for years of unjustified infringement of our rights.   

 

28688. Our desire to implement the Gladstone decision and to give it full meaning 

remains largely unfulfilled.  We hope to work collaboratively with Canada to achieve 

this objective.  The Heiltsuk are pursuing a fundamental change for a more positive 

future for our people.   

 

28689. An essential part of the fundamental change is reconciling our 

relationships with Canada.  This includes resolving the long outstanding issues arising 

from the Supreme Court of Canada decision in Gladstone.  Despite all our efforts, the 

Heiltsuk may never truly reap the benefits of Gladstone if an oil spill destroys the 

marine ecosystem that the herring stocks rely on.   

 

28690. The Enbridge project carries unacceptable risks to the Heiltsuk.  As we 

have said before, there is more in our canoe than roe on kelp.  The Heiltsuk people 

will not allow further infringements to our way of life.   

 

28691. The Enbridge Northern Gateway Project poses many risks to our 

continued existence and wellbeing as a distinct people and threatens the destruction of 

the resources that we continue to rely on, the same as our ancestors did.  This means 
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not only roe on kelp but all the foods from the land and the sea.   

 

28692. The Heiltsuk people reject Enbridge Northern Gateway Project for many 

reasons including: one; an oil spill is real; number two; human error is real, collisions 

and beachings; number three; the risk involved with too many super-ships like tankers 

and ships carrying LNG, travelling in a very narrow corridor is real; the inability to 

effectively communicate with and control marine traffic by the Department of 

Transportation is real due to downsizing; number five; no control of tanker 

requirements and their operating conditions is real; number six; too many breakdowns 

and beachings of ocean liners is real -- it’s been in the news for the last two months.   

 

28693. What are the maintenance and operating requirements of oil tankers 

registered in other countries?  If there is a spill can Canadian law hold wrongdoers 

legally responsible?   

 

28694. It is said that the oil sales over 30 years will amount to $270 billion to the 

oil companies of which 81 billion will go to the federal government.  The Heiltsuk 

people’s way of life is not collateral damage for the benefit of international oil 

companies and the federal government.  

 

28695. The First Nations of B.C. will not sit by and allow this project to happen 

without a long court battle.  The international community is watching Canada and the 

Harper government to see how the federal government will handle the concerns of the 

First Nations peoples.   

 

28696. In closing I recommend to the Panel that the Enbridge Project be 

terminated. 

 

28697. Thank you. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28698. MR. REG MOODY-HUMCHITT:  Good evening, ladies and 

gentlemen, Hemas, distinguished Chiefs, Oo-maaks, community member and Panel 

Members.   

 

28699. My name is Reg Moody-Humchitt.  I am a citizen of the Heiltsuk Nation.  

I am married to my dear wife, Ramona and I have two beautiful children, and I want 

to say that I consider this opportunity to present on behalf of the Gladstone 

Reconciliation Process an honour, and I thank our Hereditary Chiefs for this privilege 
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to speak in their territories.   

 

28700. On my mother’s side of the family, I come from a very industrious, 

successful and business-minded commercial fishing family.  Right from my great 

great-grandfather, Elijah, to my great-grandfather, Paul Brown, to Brody Hunt, to 

Basil, Dick and David Carpenter, to my grandfather Ben, Ben Jr., Gus, to my Uncle 

Wally, Chuck and Cameron, my Uncle Taylor, Rod, Uncle Slim, Doug and Richard 

Brown, and to my Uncle Vivian Wilson and his son and my cousin, Billy Wilson, and 

now Boyd Wilson, Thomas Housty, Leon Brown, Reynard Brown.  

 

28701. Other notable fishers in my family include Godfrey Williams, William 

Gladstone Sr., Steve Elluk, Steve Carpenter, Jimmy Lawson, Earl Newman, Edwin 

Newman, Peter Mason Sr., Clark and Gary Housty, Mel Innes, these are just to name 

a few.   

 

28702. We have had a long line of successful fishermen amongst this community 

on this coast of British Columbia.  It is important to note that members of my family 

had actually travelled down through the Panama Canal on their way to the east coast, 

Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick and Quebec where they had fished for 

herring for many years as part of their commercial fishing careers.  Living off the 

land is still something that my family rely on, heavily, right up until this day.   

 

28703. On my father’s side, my dad’s mother, my grandmother, Norah, came 

from a family of 21 children.  My great-grandparents, Albert and Louisa Humchitt 

had taught their children and their grandchildren and their great-grandchildren very 

well, in both the commercial fishing sector and in our traditional food gathering 

practices. 

 

28704. On my dad’s father’s side is how I’m related to Woyola.  My grandfather, 

Charlie, and Gettus were all distinguished fishermen as well. 

 

28705. Traditionally, our families have been close knit and work hard to ensure 

that everyone in their family and our community were taken care of whenever they 

harvested their food, that includes salmon, herring, herring spawn, seaweed, crabs, 

clams, just to name a few. 

 

28706. I can say that I have been taught well during my days as a commercial 

fisherman, fishing as a deckhand for a gill net and seine.  I have been taught to always 

respect the sea and the water conditions whenever we travel on the water.    
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28707. I am very honoured and thankful to be able to say as a Heiltsuk person, I 

have a right to commercially harvest and sell herring spawn on kelp on a commercial 

basis that was recognized by the Supreme Court of Canada.   

 

28708. As you can see, the Aboriginal right that the Heiltsuk have successfully 

obtained through the Supreme Court of Canada is a species that has great 

significance, not only to the Heiltsuk peoples but to many neighbours along this 

coast.  I can’t imagine never stepping on my herring skiff again knowing that what we 

have been so accustomed to; living off of our sea resources, no longer exists. 

 

28709. I can’t imagine how tough life would be for my son Vincent and my 

daughter Lauren when they turn 48 years old because of this proposed pipeline.  The 

lifeline to our community will no longer exist for them as we knew it. 

 

28710. Today it is important for me to speak to you about the potential impacts 

this process will have on our lives.  Our economy as we know it will no longer be. 

 

28711. I remember when my people stood up to the herring industry.  Our leaders 

told the federal government that we were concerned with the overfishing.  Our 

concerns fell on deaf ears and we felt as a nation that we had to stand up to protect 

our herring. 

 

28712. I’ll never forget when I got up at five in the morning all by myself, I went 

down to my boat, headed out to the grounds.  I got out by Foote Islands.  I sat there 

and I had a cup of coffee.  I looked around and all the boats were coming out of 

Dundevin (ph); there must have been 15 boats coming at me.  I turned around and I 

said, “Where are my people”.  Just then the Kiwa (ph) came from behind Foote 

Islands and three herring punts came around the corner from Grief Island. 

 

28713. And it was a long day but we stood up to the herring industry and we 

protest; we launched sea lion bombs on every set.  At the end of the day the herring 

industry advisory told the government that we cannot fish under these conditions any 

longer.  As a result of the pressure applied by this nation that led to an MOU which 

ultimately led us to the table where we sit right now with Gladstone Reconciliation. 

 

28714. That was a battle that will always be engrained in my mind and my heart 

and I’ll always be proud to say that I’m Heiltsuk.  And I know that when the day 

comes you will hear -- the world will hear who the Heiltsuk people are and what 

we’re about. 
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28715. This right was formally recognized by the Supreme Court of Canada 

through the 1996 Gladstone decision.  I think it’s important for you to know that as 

Heiltsuk people we are the only First Nation group to have successfully acquired this 

recognition at the Supreme Court of Canada level. 

 

28716. I’d like to say that we have -- as Heiltsuk people, we have taken on a 

provincial and a national leadership role and the work we continue on the issue of 

Aboriginal commercial fishing rights and this is not only for the Heiltsuk but it’s for 

all First Nations along this coast and this country we call Canada. 

 

28717. When this decision was handed down in 1996 the Supreme Court of 

Canada also recognize what they call the Doctrine of Priority.  That priority clearly 

states the order of priority is Aboriginal, commercial and sport.  This is in direct line 

with what we call Gwi’i’las.   

 

28718. The stewardship of our territory and the management of our resources as 

Heiltsuk people are our responsibility that have been handed down to me from my 

great great grandfather Elijah Brown.  This is the same for every person in this 

building tonight, the same responsibility also belong to their forefathers.  So we take 

our responsibility very seriously.  

 

28719. When I think about the Doctrine of Priority I am reminded of Article 29 of 

the United Nations Declaration of Indigenous Rights that states: 

 

“Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and 

protection of their environment and the productive capacity of 

their lands or territories and resources.” 

 

28720. States: 

 

“Shall establish and implement assisted programs for indigenous 

peoples for such conservation and protection without 

discrimination.” 

 

28721. States: 

 

“Shall take effective measures to ensure that no storage or 

hazardous material will take place in the lands or territories of 

indigenous peoples without free prior or informed consent.” 

 

28722. States: 
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“Shall take effective measure to ensure as needed the programs for 

monitoring, maintaining and restoring health of indigenous 

peoples affected by such material are duly implemented.” 

 

28723. The Gladstone decision and the United Nations Declaration of Indigenous 

Rights are crucial to our health and our very wellbeing as Heiltsuk people. 

 

28724. There is a lot of work in progress between the Gladstone Reconciliation, 

the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, and the Department of Justice and I feel 

very strongly that the work we are engaged in cannot be compromised by this 

process.   

 

28725. Canada and Prime Minister Stephen Harper cannot ignore our situation.  

Not only do we have a recognized commercial Aboriginal right but we have 

constitutionally protected rights via Section 35 of our Constitution Act 1982.  Our 

rights and our title flow from our relationship to the land. 

 

28726. During my time as a spawn on kelp coordinator for the Heiltsuk people 

our team has consistently brought forward our legal and Constitutional rights 

positions and provided the government with well documented records on our 

commercial Aboriginal right fishery. 

 

28727. My people have inhabited the central coast of British Columbia since time 

immemorial.  Carbon testing here on the central coast clearly indicate that our people 

have inhabited these lands and these waters for well over 10,000 years.  Our joint 

archaeological overview assessment research with the Province of British Columbia 

documents over 56 traditional Heiltsuk village settlements in our territory on the 

central coast of British Columbia. 

 

28728. Also our comprehensive traditional use study research provides 

continuous use and occupation of our traditional territories on the central coast of 

British Columbia.  One of our key creation stories refers to the Heiltsuk people being 

set down in our territories on Mount Keyes and other high mountain sites around the 

time of the great flood eons ago. 

 

28729. Historically our strong and vibrant culture and vital trading economy made 

us one of the most prosperous indigenous nations on the west coast of North America.  

Our records clearly show that the Heiltsuk people travelled as far north as Klinkit 

country.  We have families in this community that have ties to the Klinkit.  And our 



  Heiltsuk First Nation - Oral presentations 

 Gladstone Reconciliation Program 

 

Transcript Hearing Order OH-4-2011 

records also show that our people have travelled as far south as the coast of Oregon. 

 

28730. An essential part of the fundamental change required for a more positive 

future is reconciling our relations with Canada.  We wish to begin by affectively 

resolving the long outstanding issues arriving from the Supreme Court of Canada 

decision in Gladstone.   

 

28731. Our desire to implement this decision and to give it real meaning remains 

largely unfilled, although we are working hard to remedy this issue and we hope to 

work collaboratively with Canada to achieve this objective. 

 

28732. Right now as part of the exercise of the Gladstone Reconciliation team 

have calculated our lost opportunities; these numbers are staggering.  And as Heiltsuk 

we will be presenting these to the Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans, to 

the Standing Committee on Environment and the Standing Committee on Justice.   

 

28733. These losses are real and this proposed pipeline would obliterate our 

waters and our way of life. 

 

28734. Our efforts to have these issues dealt with are well documented and these 

records are readily available at your request. 

 

28735. Since my time on this file, I can say that we have made every effort to 

attempt to work the government and industry.  Our paper trail is well documented.  

This is our history and this is our experience.  Our story needs to be told and we will 

tell our story from our perspective. 

 

28736. The continued vicious assault on my people and the lack of respect shown 

towards us by industry and government are well documented.   

 

28737. The Delgamuukw, Supreme Court of Canada says we are all here to stay.  

This is a fight; this is a battle which we will not back down from.  

 

28738. I’ll always remember a statement by a fellow from the United States who 

actually attended one of our SOK planning meetings and update meetings here in 

Bella Bella, when he stood up -- his name was Guy McMines.  When he stood up, he 

asked a question to all the Heiltsuk in attendance.  He said, “Whatever happened to 

the Heiltsuk people?”  “My ancestors,” he said, “told him on many occasions that the 

Heiltsuk were once the most feared people along this coast.”   
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28739. Not only will the Heiltsuk stand firm, but we will continue to unite our 

brothers from Alaska to Washington State.  This issue will bring us together.  This 

country will know who we are before the dust settles on this one. 

 

28740. If the Gladstone Reconciliation process is to succeed, it is essential that 

Canada agrees to compensate us for the economic, cultural and social losses they 

have suffered.  For many years, we’ve been denied by Canada and treated as illegal 

activity or privilege. 

 

28741. We hope that the Gladstone Reconciliation will help develop a less 

acrimonious relationship with Canada.  We wish to continue to pursue remedial 

measures and the possibility of meaningful fisheries co-management structures and 

processes with Canada.  All these plans are outlined in our 15-year economic 

development plan. 

 

28742. As regards to our need to be compensated, a joint expert has now been 

retained to explore the extent of the possible losses resulting from the Heiltsuk’s 

exclusion from the commercial SOK fishery.  This is a very important step forward.  

However, it is the only first step.  We now need results. 

 

28743. In closing, and further to what William Housty shared on commercial 

trade and barter with our coastal neighbours, I just want to read an excerpt from 

Barbara -- Dr. Barbara Lane’s report.  The Heiltsuk were connected with all of the 

nations along this great coast, not only by linguistic ties but also through inter-tribal 

marriage, by attendance and participation at ceremonies and by commercial trade 

relations. 

 

28744. Heiltsuk spawned, harvested, processed and packaged by the Heiltsuk was 

traded to the Tsimshian, to the Haisla and to the Nuxalk neighbours on the mainland 

and to the Kwakwakw’wakw and Coast Salish on Vancouver Island. 

 

28745. Some of these trade relations were noted in account written by first white 

explorers and traders to visit the central coast, including Alexander Mackenzie, 1763; 

William Tolmie, 1835, and James Douglas, 1840.  They document Heiltsuk trade of 

herring spawn on kelp to the Nuxalk, to the Kwakwakw’wakw, to the Tsimshian 

respectively.  These early accounts describe a trade which was already well 

established.   

 

28746. This attests not only to the aboriginal nature of commercial trade, but also 

the existence of regularized relations between groups engaged in these training 
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patterns. 

 

28747. We thank you for this opportunity to voice our objectives and our 

concerns on this important matter. 

 

28748. If I can, I would like to now call forward our Nuxalk brothers and sisters, 

where we will do a trade in front of our people here, because this is something that we 

continue to do right up until this day. 

 

28749. Once again, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of my family, on behalf of 

Gladstone Reconciliation and the Heiltsuk people, I want to say that this is an issue 

that is long outstanding, and I want you to know and Harper to know this will not go 

away, and we are going to fight this until the end. 

 

28750. Thank you very much. 

 

--- (Applause/Applaudissements) 

 

28751. THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you very much.  This concludes this 

evening’s session and the Panel will sit again from 8:30 to 1:00 tomorrow. 

 

28752. Thank you, everyone. 

 

--- (Closing ceremony/Cérémonie de clôture) 

 

--- Upon adjourning at 8:31 p.m./L’audience est ajournée à 8h31 

 


