
From: Esther Pedersen [mailto:   
Sent: May 25, 2012 3:53 AM 
To: SiteC Review / Examen SiteC [CEAA] 
Subject: Site C Review 
 
To Linda Jones; 
 
I would like the following questions answered completely and honestly during this 
environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed site C Hydro project. 
  
A long time family friend, former Peace River North Social Credit MLA and environment 
Minister Ed Smith spoke very honestly and eloquently to my husband and I regarding the Site C 
project and the real reasons it was turned down in the 1980's. He has known my husband Poul 
Pedersen, since he was a boy growing up on our dairy farm located in Grandhaven, as he was a 
good friend of my late father in law, Holger Pedersen.  
  
Ed Smith told my husband Poul and myself, Esther Pedersen, that there were 4 main reasons why 
the project was not approved and never should be; 
  
1) The Peace River from Hudson's Hope out to the McKenzie Delta, is a designated Canadian 
Heritage River, and such Rivers may not be dammed in any section, so that the historical values/ 
trails, passages, sites may be preserved for all future generations of Canadians to learn about and 
enjoy. The Peace River is the way the first white men, fur traders and explorers, and generations 
of natives initially travelled through and explored this part of Western Canada, this river is 
deemed an important historical passage. 
  
2) Locating the material, and the costs of transporting that material to the proposed damsite, was 
too costly to move, and created too much impact to the areas it would be stripped from. 
  
3) With an over abundance of, far less expensive to produce, power sources available to British 
Columbians, building the proposed dam was not a good investment for British Columbians to 
invest in, for what they would get in return, and the length of time, from the energy produced, it 
would take for it to pay for itself and actually generate income.  It was not a financially viable 
project then, as it is not now. 
  
4) Lastly he said; Geologically speaking, there were just too many questions and unknowns 
about the actual short and long term stability of the proposed dam, as the geologists could not 
find enough real, solid, rock to anchor the dam to.  They could not guarantee its long term 
stability. 
  
So in the end we shelved the project as a non viable idea for producing power in the Province, by 
the Province. 
  
So without regard for human and wildlife homes, historical relevance, first nation's concerns, and 
the vast tracts of valuable food producing land, and carbon reducing boreal forests, all of that 
aside, this project was a non starter. 
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The four questions that need to be answered are; What of the four above reasons, for not going 
ahead with this project has really changed? 
 
My husband and I are one of the nearly 100 British Columbian, taxpaying voting 
citizen/families, that will be directly affected with the building of this proposed project. Should it 
go through we will lose our beautiful custom Linwood home that represents a lifetime of work 
for my husband and I.  We will also lose our horse breeding farm and the productive hay and 
crop producing fields that go along with it. Along with the farm also goes my barn, arena and as 
3 star- Equine Canada Certified Coaches, a good part of, our income and livelihoods, and the 
beautiful lives we have.  
 
Think about your own life and the things in it you love and wish to pass on, and how you would 
feel if some senseless gov't/corporation decided to take those things away with the stroke of a 
pen. Who are you really inside, to make a decisions like that? How can you imagine that there is 
no consequence for your actions?  This is not a political game this is real British Columbians 
lives. 
 
We are not the only persons who have a lot to lose, should this project be approved. Our children 
and grandchildren lose their rightful inheritance to this farm, everyone else's children and 
grandchildren get to lose this valuable valley and will have to PAY for it for years to come. 
 Then when this archaic method of producing power has lived out it's useful life, (should it 
actually stand that long) BC's great grandchildren will have to clean up the man made 
environmental, mess left by de-commissioning this dam.   
 
The photos included show real British Columbians, born in the Peace River and despite its often 
harsh climate, have chosen to stay and make lives for themselves here. Everything, buildings, 
land, forests, shown in these photos will be lost, and the real persons in the photos who worked 
hard to build what they have, will be forever changed, and faith lost about the decision making 
abilities of today's democratic gov'ts.  
  
I appreciate having the opportunity to comment on this project.  
  
Thank you, 
 
Poul and Esther Pedersen, 
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